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Parliamentary Debates. 


8 


HE houſe of Commons having gone into fei- 
that Committee which introduced the ex-broughe inte 
ciſe ſcheme, as mentioned in the tent . 


| volume, | 

The debate of this important day was opened by 

Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, who ſpoke in 
ſubſtance as follows, viz. | 


Sir, As 1 had the honour to move for the houſe's sir novere 


cumbent upon me to open to you what was then 
intended to be propoſed as the ſubject of your con- 


© fideration. We are now in a Committee for conſi- 


© dering of the moſt proper Methods for the better 
© ſecurity and improvement of the duties and reve- 
nues already charged upon, and payable from to- 
© baccoand wines: This can be done in no way ſo 

roper or effectual, as that of preventing for the 
« future thoſe frauds, by which the public revenues 
© have been ſo much injured in times paſſed, I 
© know, that whoever attempts to remedy frauds, 
< attempts a thing, that muſt be very diſagreeable 
© to all thoſe who have been guilty of them, or who 
expect a benefit by ſuch in time to come. This, 
< Sir, I am fully ſenſible of, and from this have 
© Iprung up all thoſe clamours which have been rai- 
© ſed without doors againſt what I am now to 1 
< poſe to you. The ſmugglers, the fraudulent deal - 
© ers, and hes Lg —— for _ years mice en- 
© riching cheating their country, fore- 
* ſaw, chat if the ſcheme I am now to propoſe took 
Vor. XI. _B * © effetly 


_ © reſolving itſelf into this Committee, I think it in- 79x 
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< effect, their profitable trade would be at an end; 
© this gave them the alarm, and from them I am 
< perſuaded it is, that all thoſe clamours have origi- 
* nally proceeded... | | 

6 I this it is certain they have been moſt ſtrenu- 
oully aſſiſted and ſupported by another ſet of peo- 
ple, who, from motives much worſe, and of much 
more dangerous conſequence to their country, are 
fond of improving every opportunity that offers, 
for ſtirring up the people of Great Britain to mu- 
tiny and ſedition. But, Sir, notwithſtanding all 
the clamours that ſuch wicked and deceitful en 
< have been able to raiſe, as the ſcheme I have to 
<. propoſe will be a great improvement to the pub- 
lic revenue, an improvement of 2 or 300,000 J. 
6 per ann, and perhaps more, and as it will kewiſe 
be of great advantage to the fair trader, I thought 
it my duty, not only as being in the ſtation Tam 
© in, but alſo as being a member of this houſe, to 
© lay it before you; for no ſuch clamours ſhall ever 
deter me from doing what I think is my nine 


< from propoſing any thing that I. am convince 

< will be of ſuch ſignal benefit to the revenue, and 
to the trade of my country. ins ES 
_.*It, has been moſt induſtriouſly ſpread abroad, 
that the ſcheme I am now to propoſe, was a ſcheme 
* for a general exciſe, but I do aver that no ſuch 
* ſcheme ever entered into my head, nor, for what 
© I know, into the head of any man I am acquaint- 
ed with: My toes were always confined ſolely 
© to.thoſe two branches of the revenue arifing from 
the duties on wine and tobacco, and it was the 
© frequent and repeated advices I had of the noto- 
© rious frauds committed in theſe two branches ofithe 
© revenue, and the clamours even of ſome of the 
© merchants themſelves, that made me turn my 
© thoughts particularly towards conſideringthoſe ty 
branches, in order to find out, if poſſible, ſome tex 
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to propoſe will, I believe, if agreed to, be an ef- 
fectual remedy ; but if I now fail in what Lam 
to propoſe, 1t will be the laſt attempt of this kind 
that I ſhall ever make, I believe it will be the laſt 
that will ever be made, either by me or by any 
that ſhall ſucceed me in the ſtation I am now in. 
At preſent, Sir, I ſhall lay before you only the 
caſe as 1t now ſtands with reſpect to the tobacco- 
trade, and the revenue ariſing therefrom ; and here 
it will be neceſſary firſt to conſider the condition 
of our planters of tobacco in America; if we can 
believe them, if we can give any credit to what 
they themſelves ſay, we muſt conclude that they 
are reduced almoſt to the laſt extremity, they are 
reduced even almoſt to a ſtate of deſpair, by the 
many frauds that have been committed in that 
trade, by the heavy duties which the importers of 
tobacco are obliged to pay upon importation, and 
by the ill uſage they ace met with from their 
factors and correſpondents here in England, who 
from being their ſervants are now become their 
lords and maſters. Theſe poor py have ſent 
home many repreſentations of the bad ſtate of their 
affairs, and have lately ſent over a gentleman with 
a remonſtrance ſetting forth their grievances, and 
praying for ſome ſpeedy relief: This they may 
obtain by means of the ſcheme I intend now to 
propoſe, and I believe it is from this ſcheme only 
that they can expect any relief. 


The next thing we are to conſider, is the ſtate 


of the tobacco-trade, with regard to the fair trader; 
the man who deals honourably and fairly with the 
PR as well as with private men, the man who 

oneſtly pays all thoſe duties which the public is 


< juſtly intitled to, finds himſelf prevented and fore- 
© ſtalled almoſt in every market within the iſland, 
by the ſmuggler and the fraudulent dealer; and 
© even as to our foreign trade in tobacco, thoſe who 


have no regard to honour, to religion, or to the 


B 2 welfare 


— 
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made calculations of the loſs the public 22 ſuſ- 
tained, particularly that of getting the 


weighed at an under weight upon importation, and 
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* welfare of their country, but are every day con- 
* triving ways and means for cheating the public 
© by perjuries and falſe entries, are the greateſt gain- 
* ers, and it will always be ſo, unleſs we can fall 
upon ſome way of putting it out of their power 
to carry on any fuck frauds for the future. | 
And laſtly, Sir, we ought to conſider the great 
loſs ſuſtained by the public, by meahs of the frauds 
committed in the tobacco-trade, and the addition 
that muſt certainly be made to the public revenue, 
if thoſe frauds can be prevented in time to come. 
By this addition we may be enabled to relieve the 
nation from ſome of thoſe taxes which it has la- 
boured under ſo many years; whereas, as the caſe 
now ſtands, the innocent and the honeſt part of 
the nation are charged with taxes which they would 
be free from, if the fraudulent dealers and the 
ſmugglers could be any way obliged to pay that 
which is juſtly due by them to the public. This, 
Sir, will, I am convinced, be the effect of 
the ſcheme I am to propoſe to you, and 
whoever therefore views it in its proper light, muſt 
ſee the planters, the fair traders, and the public 
ranged upon one fide in favour of it; and none 
but the unfair traders and the tobacco- factors upon 
the other. 

© I ſhall beg leave to mention to you, Sir, ſome 
of thoſe frauds which have come to my know- 
ledge. The evidence I have had of them is to me 
very convincing : But in ſuch caſes gentlemen 
ought always to conſider what evidence it is im- 
poſſible to bring, what evidence it is by the nature 
of the thing unreaſonable to expect.“ ; 
Then he went through and gave a moſt exact ac- 
.count of the ſeveral frauds which had been practiſed 
of late years in the tobacco-trade, from which he 
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getting it weighed again upon exportation at a weight 
much above what it ought to be: A particular 


« inſt2nce of this fraud, {ſays he) Sir, we came lately 


_ © to the knowledge of by mere accident: One Mid- 


ford, who had been a conſiderable tobacco-mer- 
« chant in the city, happened to fail, at a time when 
* he owed a large ſum of money upon bond to the 
£ crown, whereupon an extent was iſſued out imme- 
diately againſt him, and thereby the government 
got poſſeſſion of all his books, by which the fraud 
he had been guilty of was diſcovered ; for it ap- 
< —_ as may be ſeen by one of his books I 
* have in my hand, (whereupon he ſhewed one of 
this Midford's books to the Committee) © that upon 
the column, where the falſe quantities which had 
© been entered at the importation, by colluſion be- 
tween him and the officer, by which he paid or 
bonded the duty payable upon importation, a lip 
of paper had been fo artfully paſted on, that it 
could not be diſcovered, and upon this ſlip of pa- 
per were written the real quantities which were 
entered, becauſe he was obliged to produce the 
ſame book when that tobacco was entered for ex- 
portation; but then upon exportation, the tobacco 
was entered and weighed according to the quanti- 
ties marked upon this ſlip of paper ſo artfully 
paſted on as I have mentioned, by which he got a 
drawback, or his bonds retired, to near double 
the value of what he had actually paid duty for 
upon importation. Yet, Sir, this Midford was as 
honeſt a man and as fair a trader as any in the 
city of London; I defire, Sir, not to be miſunder- 
ſtood, I mean that before he failed, before theſe 
frauds came to be diſcovered, he was always 
reckoned as honeſt a man and as fair a trader, as 
ny in the city of London, or in any other part of 

the nation.“ | : 
After this he mentioned the ſeveral frauds follow- 

ing, viz. That of re-landing the tobacco afterit was 
B 3 ſhipped 
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' ſhipped off for exportation. That of ſocking of 


tobacco, which was a cant-word uſed for ſtealing 
and ſmuggling it out of the ſhips after their arrival 
in the river, before they were unloaded at the cu- 
ſtom-houſe. That of ſtripping the leaves from the 
ſtalks, and afterwards ſplitting and preſſing the ſtalks 
by an engine contrived for that purpoſe, and then 
exporting them. That of giving bonds for the 
duty payable upon importation, whereby the go- 
vernment had loſt ſeveral large ſums by the fai- 
lure of payment of ſuch bonds. That of the rich 
moneyed-men making prompt payments, by which 
the public was obliged to allow them ten per 
cent. diſcount as to the duties, and by entering the 
tobacco ſoon after for exportation, they drew back 
the whole duties, ſo that the government actually loſt 
ten per cent. upon all the tobacco that had been ſo 
entered. | 


* Theſe frauds, Sir, (ſays he) are notorious, moſt 
of themggre known to the whole world; and as 
the laws of the cuſtoms have been found ineffectual 
for the preventing of ſuch frauds, therefore it is 
* propoſed to add the Jaws of exciſe to the laws of 
the cuſtoms, and by means of both it is probable, 
it is I may fay certain, that all ſuch frauds will be 
prevented in time to come. | 
© The ſeveral ſubſidies and impoſts now payable 
upon tobacco, by ſeveral acts of Parliament for 
that purpoſe made, ſtand, Sir, thus;* (here he 
went through, and gave an account of the ſeveral 
acts of Parliament for laying duties on tobacco, then 
he went on) By all which, Sir, it appears that the 
duties now payable upon tobacco on importation, 
amount to 6 d. and one third part of a penny per 
pound weight, all which muſt be paid down in 
ready money upon importation, with the allow- 
* ance of ten per cent. upon prompt payment, or o- 
© therwiſe there muſt be bonds given with ay 
3 "IT —  _— 
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ſureties for the payment thereof, which is often a 
great loſs to the public, and is always a great in- 
convenience to the merchant-importerz whereas by 
what I am to propoſe, the whole duties to be paid 
for the future will amount to no more than 4 d. 
and three farthings per pound weight,and this duty 
not to be paid till the tobacco comes to be ſold for 
home-conſumption, ſo that if the merchant exports 
his tobacco, he will be quite free from all pay- 
ment of duty, or giving bond therefore, or finding 
out proper ſureties for joining with him in ſuch 
bond; he will have nothing to do but to reload 
his tobacco on board a ſhip for exportation, with- 
out being at the trouble to attend for having his 
bonds cancelled, or for taking out debentures for 
the drawbacks ; all which I conceive, Sir, muſt 
be a great eaſe to the fair trader; and to every 
ſuch trader the preventing of frauds muſt be a 
great advantage, becauſe it will put all the tobac- 
co traders in Britain upon the ſame footing, which 
is but juſt and equal, and what ought certainly to 
be accompliſhed, if it be poſſible. 

Now, Sir, in order to make this eaſe effectual 
to the fair trader, and to contribute to his advan- 
tage, by preventing as much as poſſible any frauds 
in time to come, I propoſe, as I have faid, to 
Join the laws of exciſe to thoſe of the cuſtoms, and 
to leave the one penny, or rather three farthings 
per pound, called the farther ſubſidy, to be ſtill 
charged at the cuſtom-houſe upon the importation. 
of any tobacco, which three farthings ſhall be 
payable to his Majeſty's civil liſt as heretofore; 
and I propoſe that all tobacco for the future, at- 
ter being weighed at the cuſtom-houſe, and char- 


ged with the ſaid three farthings per pound, ſhall 


be lodged in a warehouſe, or warchoules to be ap- 

pointed by the commiſſioners of the exciſe for that 

purpole, of which warehouſe the merchant-unpor- 

ter thall have one ook and key, and the ware- 
: 4 
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© houſe-keeer to be appointed by the ſaid commiſ- 
< ſjoners ſhall have another, in order that the tobac- 
© co may lie ſafe in that warehouſe till the merchant 
finds a market for it, either for exportation or for 
home-conſumption : That if his market be for ex- 
portation, he may apply to his warehouſe-keeper 
and take out as much for that purpoſe as he 

occaſion for, which when weighed at the cuſtom- 
houſe ſhall be diſcharged of the three farthings per 
pound, with which it was charged upon importa- 
tion, ſo that the merchant may then export it with- 
out any farther trouble: But if his market be for 


three farthings charged upon it at the cuſtom- 
houſe upon importation, and that then upon cal- 
ling his warehouſe-keeper he may deliver it to the 
buyer, on paying an inland duty of 4 d. per pound 
weight, to the proper officer appointed to receive 
the ſame, 

And whereas, Sir, all the penalties and forfei - 
tures to become due by the laws now in being for 
regulating the collecting of the duties on tobacco, 
or at leaſt all that part of them which is not given 
to the informers, now belong to the crown, I now 
oper that all ſuch penalties and forfeitures, in 
ſo far as they formerly belonged to the crown, 
ſhall for the future belong to the public, and be 
applicable to the ſame uſes to which the ſaid du- 
ties ſhall be made applicable by Parliament ; and 
for that purpoſe I have his Majeſty*s commands to 
acquaint this houſe, that he, out of his great regard 
for or == rn good, with pleafure conſents that 
© they ſhall be ſo applied, which is a condeſcenſion 
in his Majeſty, that I hope every gentleman in 
this houſe is fully ſenſible of, and will freely ac- 


knowledge. 
II know, Sir, there has been an Objection made, 
»I expect to hear it again made in this houſe, a- 
meer. 


that 


home-conſumption, that he ſhall then pay the 


A. 1733. DEBATES. 


that a great many of his Majeſty's ſubjects will be 
« ſubjefted to being tried in a multitude of caſes by 
the commiſſioners of exciſe, from whom there i- 
no appeal but to commiſſioners of appeal, or to 
« juſtices of peace in the country, all named by the 
King, and removeable at pleaſure, from whom the 
s appellants cannot expect to meet with any juſtice 
or redreſs. I am far from thinking there is any 
ground for this complaint, I am far from 
thinking that any man ever had a juſt reaſon 
to ſay that he was wronged or unjuſtly dealt with, 
either by the commiſſioners of appeal, or by the 
« juſtices of the peace at their quarter- ſeſſions; but in 
order = obviate any = * — this nature, I 
« e that all a in this caſe, as well as in 
4 bh Gr caſes +. torts the exciſe, ſhall for the 
£ future be heard and determined by two or three of 
the judges to be named by his Majeſty, out of the 
twelve judges belonging to Veſtminſter-hall; and 
that in the country all appeals from the firſt ſen- 
« tence of his Majeſty*s juſtices of the peace, ſhall be 
to the judge of aſſize upon the next circuit which 
« ſhall come into that country, who ſhall in all caſes - 
proceed to hear and determine ſuch appeals in the 
s* moſt ſummary way, without the formality of pro- 
ceedings in courts of law or equity. From ſuch 
« judges, Sir, and from ſuch a manner of proceed- 
ing, every man muſt expect to meet with the 
* utmoſt diſpatch, and with the moſt impartial ju- 
« ſtice; and therefore I muſt think, that what I now 
« propoſe can be no inconvenience to thoſe who may 
thereby be ſubjected to the laws of exciſe, but that 
jf there was formerly any ground of complaint, it 
may be a great relief to thoſe who are already ſub- 
s jected to fuch laws. 

This, Sir, is the ſcheme which has been repre- 
s ſented in ſuch a dreadful and terrible light: This, 
s Sir, is the monſter, the many-headed monſter, 
s which was to devour the people and commit ſuch 
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« ravages over the whole nation. How juſtly it 
< has been repreſented in ſuch a light, I ſhall leave 
to this committee and to the whole world with- 7 
out doors to judge. I have ſaid, Sir, I will ſay 
< it again, that whatever apprehenſions and terrors | 
< people may have been brought under from a falſe 


and malicious repreſentation of what they neither 


did, nor could poſſibly know or underſtand, I am L 


firmly perſuaded, when they do come to know 


and fully to underſtand the ſcheme which I have 
* now had the honour to open to you, they will 
view it in another light; and that if it has the 
good fortune to be approved of by Parliament, and 


© comes to take effect, the people will ſoon feel the 
happy conſequences thereof, and when they feel 
© thoſe good effects, they will no longer think thoſe 
people their friends who have ſo groſly impoſed 
on their underſtandings. | 

I look upon it, Sir, as a moſt innocent ſcheme ; 
I am convinced it can be hurtful to none but ſmug- 
« glers and unfair traders; I am certain it will be of 
great benefit and advantage to the publick revenue; 
and if I had thought otherwiſe of it, I never would 
s have ventured to have propoſed it in this place; 
therefore, Sir, I ſhall now beg leave to move, that 
it may be reſolved, That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that the ſubſidy and additional duty 
upon tobacco of the Br:1ifþ plantations granted by 
an act of the 12th of King Charles II. and the im- 


'< poſt thereon, granted by an act of the firſt of King 
James II. and alſo the one third ſubſidy thereon, 


granted by an act the 2d of Queen Anne, (a- 
mounting in the whole to five pence and one third 
< part of a penny Fer pound) for ſeveral terms of 
years in the ſaid reſpective acts mentioned, andwhich 
have ſince been continued and made tual, ſub- 
« jet to pers re by Parliament, ſhall, from and 
day of June 1733, ceaſe and de- 

termine.“ | | . pp. 
— Upon 
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Upon this ſpeech and motion enſued the grand 
debate, in which the following gentlemen ſpoke in 
ſubſtance, or to the effect as follows, viz. 


Mr. Alderman Perry ſaid, Sir, The honourable zur, Alder- 
« gentleman on the floor has taken up a great deal of ga _ 


the time of the committee, in ſtating a great © 
number and variety of facts, and in drawing con- 
« cluſions, and making calculations upon the ſuppo- 
« ſition that every one © of thoſe facts was exactly as 
he has been pleaſed to repreſent them to us. This, 
Sir, J cannot intirely agree with the gentleman in, 
for if all thoſe facts were exactly as he has repre- 
« ſented them, and if all the computations he has 
* made upon that ſuppoſition were juſt, that quanti- 
© ty of tobacco, the duties of which the public is 
thereby ſuppoſed to be intirely defrauded of, 
* would amount to a much greater quantity of 
tobacco yearly than grows in the whole country 
from which we fetch that commodity. I did 
not expect, Sir, to have heard ſuch a long detail 
of facts, or fo many particular computations : I do 
not think it at all neceſſary upon the preſent occa- 
ſion. I expected that the gentleman would have 
taken a much more general and a more juſt method. 
I thought he would have ſtated to us the quantity 
of tobacco yearly imported, the quantity yearly 
* exported, and would have given us the beſt proofs 
that could be found for juſtifying his computations 
in that reſpect, becauſe from thence every man 
© might have eaſily ſeen what quantity remained for 
< home-conſumption, and what ſum of money that 
< would have yearly brought in, if the duties had been 
< allregularly paid; and upon comparing that with 
6 ewe thoſe duties have really amounted to for ſome 
years paſt, we might have been able to have made 
8 « Jome Brel. of the value of the frauds that > 
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© been committed, and of the advantage that may 
« accrue to the public, ſuppoſing that all frauds were 
to have been by his ſcheme prevented for time to 


© come. 


advantage to the public revenue as has been repre- 
« ſented, even ſuppoſing that all frauds were, for the 
< future, to be thereby intirely prevented; and con- 
< ſidering that no method of collection, no pains or 
* penalties that can be contrived, can be ſuppoſed ef. 
< feCctual for preventing every fraud that may, in 
time to come, be invented and ſet on foot; we 
< would have found no great temptation for agree- 
ing to any ſcheme, by which the liberties of our 
country may be brought into the leaſt danger, for 
the fake of any advantage that we could ſuppoſe 
< would have thereby accrued to the public revenue. 
That there are frauds committed in the tobacco- 
< trade, I ſhall never pretend to deny, I make no 
© manner of doubt but that there are too many frauds 
committed in that trade, as well as in every other 
© branch of the public revenue: But upon a fair ſtate 
of the caſe, I am ſure that they cannot amount to 
near that value which the honourable gentleman 
has been pleaſed to mention; and therefore I ſhall 
beg leave to examine a little thoſe particular frauds 


and calculations which have been mentioned by 


him.“ 

Here he went through and examined all the frauds 
that had been mentioned, and all the computations 
that had been made; more particularly as to the 
bonds he ſaid, It has been pretended, Sir, that the 
public has ſuſtained, and are ſtill in danger of ſuſ- 


* taining great loſſes, by the method of granting 


bonds for the duties payable upon tobacco: T — 


Sir, 


This, Sir, is the one way, the only way of 13 

certain knowledge in the af 
fair before us; but I am afraid if we ſhould conſi- 
« der it in this way, we would find, that the ſcheme | * 
© now propoſed to us would be of no ſuch mighty |: 
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« Sir, I had before heard hinted at by the honoura- 
© ble gentleman, and therefore I have lately had a 
meeting with ſeveral of the merchants in London, 
trading in tobacco: We have examined that affair, 


2? © and I can now tell that gentleman, that I have it 
'* © in commiſſion from them to propoſe, that if the 
government will give us a diſcount but of 20000 /. 
we will give undeniable ſecurity for the payment of 
2: © all the bonds they are now poſſeſſed of, which are 
not become deſperate by the bondſmen being alrea- 
du gone off, or become bankrupts. 


As to that fraud called Socking, it has been al- 


ready diſcovered, and is, I hope, prevented. But, 
Sir, it is well known, that it was the merchants 
© that diſcovered it; the merchants went and com- 
plwBuẽined of it to the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms, 
A and the merchants joined and aſſiſted the officers of 


the cuſtoms in putting an effectual ſtop thereto. 


This I muſt know, becauſe I had the honour to go 
at the head of ſeveral merchants trading in tobacco, 
do the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms, to requeſt of 
| © them, that we might be allowed to give a gratuity 


© to one of their officers, who had been moſt inſtru- 


mental in the detecting and preventing of that 


fraud, and accordingly I myſelf, Sir, paid that offi- 
cer a very handſome ſum of money, which we all 
* thought his diligence and integrity very well de- 
* ſerved. | 

As to the frauds committed at the weighing of 
© the tobacco, either on importation or exportation, 
I am afraid they are too frequent; but as the to- 


© bacco is always weighed upon the public cuſtom». 


© houſe keys, where cuſtom-houſe officers ſwarm like 
© bees before a bee-hive, and as there muſt be two 
© or three officers of the cuſtoms, attending and o- 
© yerlooking the weighing of every cask of tobacco, 
ve cannot ſuppoſe that theſe frauds were ever ſo 
© enormous as they are repreſented to be. Whate- 
ver frauds are committed in that way, muſt be 1 

« ther 
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ther by the neglect or colluſion of the officers, 
and I cannot ſee how the ſcheme now propoſed to 
us will make the officers, either of the cuſtoms or 
the exciſe, more diligent in their duty, or more 


faithful to their truſt than they were heretofore, |? 
As to the re-landing of tobacco after it has been 
entered for exportation, it was never pretended that 
that was practiſed at the port of London, nor can it 
be pretended, that any great quantities of ſuch to- 
bacco were ever conſumed in London: That is a 
practice that may perhaps have been frequent in 
the northern parts of the iſland, and in ſome diſtant 


creeks and corners of the coaſt, and while there 
is ſuch a vaſt diſproportion between the prime coſt 
and the duties on tobacco, I'may — 1a that 
in ſuch remote places this will always be a practice : 
It could not be prevented by ten times the num- 
ber of officers we have, even though we had a 


.much more numerous army to 5 — them than 
0 


we have at preſent. And as for the ſtripping, 
cutting and preſſing the ſtalks, and the engine 
that has been invented for that purpoſe, if the ho- 
nourable gentleman mentioned it as a fraud, or as 
a late diſcovery, he miſtakes it very much; on 
the contrary, it is no fraud, nor is it a late diſco- 


very; it is a buſineſs that has been openly, honeſt- 


ly and publickly carried on for many years; it is 
a buſineſs that has improved our tobacco- trade, 
and is as common and as well known, as the buſi- 
neſs of a woollen or a linen draper. 


Permit me now, Sir, to take ſome notice of 


the tobacco-planters, and of the hardſhips they are 
laid under by their tobacco-fators, who are, it 
ſeems, now become their lords and maſters. Iam 


ſure none of them ever thought of complaining till 


they were put upon it by letters and by applications 


from hence. There are hardſhips in all trades, 


which men muſt neceſſarily ſubmit to, or give u 
their buſineſs ; but every man that underſtands the 
2 | to- 
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tobacco: trade mult ſee, that the hardſhips the factors 
labour under, are by much the moſt numerous and 
the moſt grievous; and if this ſcheme ſhould take 


td 


effect, they will become ſo grievous, that no man 
would be able to continue in the trade, by which 
> © the planters would be utterly undone, and the trade 


« quite loſt to this nation; for it would be impoſſi- 
© ble for them to manage their plantations, or to ſend 
© their produce to Britain, without having ſome 
© conſiderable merchants ſettled here, to ſend ſhips 
© to receive the ſame in America, to receive and diſ- 
« poſe of it after it is landed here, and to ſupply them 
* with ready money till their tobacco can be brought 
to a proper market. As to the remonſtrance men- 
tioned by the honourable gentleman, to have been 
lately ſent over by the tobacco-planters, I know, 
cSir, that it was obtained by letters ſent from hence, 
and I believe many of thoſe who joined in it, now 
* heartily repent of what they have done; it was 
* drawn up in the form of a petition to this houſe, 
and was deſigned to have been preſented, but it 
ſeems the promoters of it have thought better of 


= © the matter: However, that it was obtained in 


2 © the unfair manner I have repreſented, I am now 
ready to prove, to the conviction of the whole 
world. 


This then being the caſe, as the ſcheme now 


propoſed to us cannot be ſuppoſed to be of any 
great benefit to the public revenue, as it will be ſo 
far from being an advantage to the fair trader, or 
to the honeſt planter, that it may probably ruin 


© both, and intirely deſtroy our tobacco- trade; tho? 
J and all honeſt men (and I defy that honourable 
* gentleman, I defy the whole world to reproach me 


with one unfair practice, in the whole courſe of 
| © my life) I ſay, Sir, though I and all honeſt men 


© with from our hearts, that frauds may be prevent- 
* ed in this, as well as in every other branch of the 
© public 'revenue, yet I cannot give my aſſent to a 
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* propoſition that may be of ſo dangerous conſe- 
« quence z a propoſition which I look upon to be in- 
* conſiſtent with our conſtitution ; I am convinced 


ph rove to be 2 molt fatal ſtrqke to the li « 


_ «erties of my country, which will, I doubt not, be 
made plainly appear by other gentlemen of much 
greater abilities than mine; and to every man who 
© has a regard for his country, or for the people he 
< repreſents, this laſt muſt be a ſufficient reaſon 
for being againſt it, even though it were other. 
.< wiſe the moſt beneficial ſcheme that had ever been 
< propoſed. Wo > 
But, Sir, ſince I look upon, my being a mem 
| Sher of this houſe, as the greateſt glory of my life 
© fince J look upon that day on which I was choſe 
one of the repreſentatives of the city of London, a 
the moſt auſpicious day of my whole life, I can. 
not tamely fit ſtill and hear the whole body of the 
G PAINS of that great city, 3 by that 
* hongurable gentleman, as a pack of rogues, ſmug- 
< glers, and ir ers. E t no 
* way deſerve, it is a very odd, a very unkind for 
of treatment, and ſuch a treatment as I am ſure 
* they never will forget, I believe they never wil 
forgive.“ 


Sir Paul Methuen, one of the repreſentatives for 
the borough of Brackley in Northamptonſhire, ſaid, 
Sir, When I firſt heard of this ſcheme I was in the 
country, and there, I muſt ſay, that it had been 
< repreſented in ſuch a light as created a general dil- 
© like to it, and raiſed great apprehenſions in the 
minds of moſt people. It was repreſented as: 
* ſcheme for introducing a general exciſe ; | ſuch 
* ſcheme, Iown,.I would not allow myſelf to think 
< was contrived or approved of by any gentleman it 

the adminiftration; I did imagine, that all thoſe 

in the adminiſtration were very well convinced, tha 

« a general exciſe was what the people of 2 
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| © would never quietly ſubmit to, and tfierefore L. 
| © would not allow myfelf to believe that any of them © 
© would ever countenance a ſcheme that had the leaſt” 
| © tendency that way : But now, Sir, after having 
heard it opened; and fully explained, by tlie ho- 
© nourable gentleman on the floor, I cannot but 
think that it is a wide ſtep towards eſtabliſhing a 
general exciſe upon the people of this nation, and 
therefore I muſt be excuſed in giving my diſſent 
to it. „ neee 
In ſo far as it relates to trade, with which it 
« certainly has a very cloſe connection, I ſhall leave 
* it to be explained by others, Who are more conver- 
« fant in thoſe affairs than I am; and as to ho far 
it may be a remedy for the frauds mentioned by 
the honourable gentleman, I will not take upon me 
to ſay; but there is another concern which I ſhall - 


© always, while I have the honour to ſit in this 
© houſe, have a particular eye to, and that is, Sir, 
© the liberty of my country. The danger which this 
* ſcheme ſeems to threaten to the liberty of many of 
my fellow ſubjects, is alone of ſufficient force to 
make me give my negative to the queſtion moved 
© for; Let gentlemen but reflect, let them but caſt 


© their eyes back, on the ſeveral laws that have 
© been made ſince the revolution, they wilk there 


find, that there has been already more power © 


© veſted in the crown, than may be thought altoge- 
ther conſiſtent with the conſtitution of a free coun- 
© try, and therefore, Sir, I hope this houſe will ne- 
ver think of adding to that power, which there 
may be ſome ground to ſuſpect to be already too 

tar extended, 0. 
The laws of exciſe, Sir, have always been looked 
on as moſt grievous to the ſubject: All thoſe al- 
ready ſubjected to ſuch laws, are, in my opinion, 
ſo far deprived of their liberty; and fince by this 
ſcheme, a great many more of his Majeſty's faith» - 
ful ſubjects are to be ſubjected to thoſe ay 
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lav, let the advantages accruing to the public from 
it be never ſo great or ſo many, they will be pur- 
© chaſed at too dear a rate, if they are purchaſed at 
© the expence of the liberty of the meaneſt of his 
« Majeſty's ſubjects ; for even the meaneſt man in 
the nation, has as natural and as good a right to 
his liberty, as the greateſt man in this or in any 
other kingdom. 

Let us, Sir, but take a view of dur neighbouring 
© nations in Europe, they were all once free, the 
people of every one of them had once as many li- 
. 2 and privileges to boaſt of as we have now, 
but at preſent they are moſt of them reduced to a 
« ſtate of ſlavery, they have no liberty, no proper- 
ty, no law, nor any thing that they can depend 
© on. Let us examine their hiſtories, let us inquire 
into the methods by which they were deprived of 
* their liberties, and we ſhall find a very near re- 
* ſemblance between thoſe methods and the ſcheme 
now propoſed to us. Almoſt in every country in 
© the world, the liberties of the people have been 
© deſtroyed under pretence of preſerving, or of reſ- 
© cuing the people from ſome great evil, to which 
it was pretended they were expoſed ; this, Sir, is 
© the very caſe now before us; in order to enable the 
* crown to prevent ſome little frauds, pretended to 
have been committed in the ancient method of col- 
lecting the public revenue, it is propoſed to us, to 
* put ſuch a power in the hands of the crown, as 
may enable ſome future Prince to enſlave the whole 
* nation. This, Sir, is really the light in which 
this ſcheme appears to me, but to the honourable 
* gentleman who propoſed it to us, I am perſuaded 
it appears in a quite different light, otherwiſe, I 
am certain, he would never have propoſed it to 
this committee: However, Sir, ſince the genera- 
lity of the nation have already ſhewn a great diſlike 
to it, I therefore hope the honourable gentleman 
may be prevailed on to delay it till another ſeſſion 


« of 
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: © of Parliament; in ſuch a delay there can be no 
danger, there can be no great loſs to the public, 
more eſpecially, ſince the money to be thereby 
| © raiſed, 1s not ſo much as propoſed to be applied to 
| © the current ſervices of this preſent year. If it be 
delayed till another ſeſſion of Parliament, gentle- 
men will then have time to conſider it fully, and 
do conſult with their conſtituents about it; by that 
| © time it may poſſibly appear in a quite different 
| © light, both to me and to many other gentlemen 
| © without doors as well as within, and then, if upon 
examination, it appears to be as good a thing as 
ſome gentlemen now ſeem to believe, it will with- 
out doubt be approved of by the generality of 

* thoſe without, as well as by the majority of thoſe 
within. | 

* But, Sir, I hope thoſe gentlemen,who have now 
* ſo good an opinion of the ſcheme, will not think 
of thruſting it down people's throats, when they 
* ſee that the generality of the nation have an opi- 
nion of it quite different from what they have; 
ſuch a reſolution, ſuch an attempt might produce 
* conſequences which I tremble to think of; and this, 
Sir, is another motive which is of great weight 
* with me; I have the honour to know his Majeſty, 
* his royal perſon I have formerly had the honour 
* to 1 and I know him to be a prince of ſo 
* much goodneſs, that were this ſcheme repreſented 
in this light to him, he never would approve of 
it; to him it will always be a ſufficient reaſon 
* againſt any propoſition, that the generality of his 
; 77 have ſhewn their diſlike to it. I love his 
* Majeſty, I have a ſincere and dutiful reſpect for 
him and all his royal family, and therefore I ſhall 


* always be afraid of any thing that may alienate 


© the affections of many of his Majeſty's faithful 
ſubjects, which I believe would be the certain con- 
* ſequence of the preſent eſtabliſhment of this ſcheme; 
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for which reaſons, Sir, if the queſtion be now puſh- 
< ed, I ſhall moſt heartily give my negative to it. 


Mr. Attorney General. Sir, after the honour- 
able gentleman by me had opened to the Com- 
© mittee in a manner ſo full and ſo clear, a ſcheme 
* which had met with ſo unfair and ſo ungenerous 
ca treatment, before thoſe, who treated it ſo, could 
* know any thing about it; I little expected that the 
* honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, or any gen- 
« tleman in this Committee, could have ſo far miſ- 
taken it, as to have taken it in the light they now 
do. In my opinion, Sir, the debate is now put 
upon a footing very different from what it ought 
to be; what can the affair now before us have 
to do with our conſtitution? There is nothing, 
© there can be nothing ſuppoſed to be in the propo- 
« ſition made by my honourable friend, that can in 
the leaſt tend towards incroaching on our conſti- 
« tution, or towards affecting the liberty of the ſub- 
ject. The only conſideration at preſent before us 
is, whether we ſhall allow thoſe groſs frauds and 
< abuſes formerly committed in the tobacco-trade, 
to be ſtill carried on with impunity, or if we ſhall 
accept of a remedy, which by effectually prevent- 
ing theſe frauds for the future, will conſiderably 
improve the publick revenue, will be of great ad- 
vantage to the fair trader, and of ſingular uſe and 
benefit to the whole nation? 

This, Sir, is the plain queſtion now before us, 
and if it be conſidered in its proper light, without 
* confounding it with other matters with which it 
has no manner of relation, I am ſure it cannot ad- 
mit of any debate. The honourable gentleman in 
opening this affair to us, made it ſo manifeſt, that 
there have been great frauds committed in that 
branch of trade, and that the preventing of thoſe 
© frauds would be a great improvement to the pub- 
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has not been oppoſed or contradifted : And this 
© houſe has been upon all occaſions ſo very careful 
of the public revenues, and has been always ſo 
ready to agree to any meaſures for preventing 
« abuſes in the collecting of them, that I cannot help 
thinking that the diſlike which appears againſt the 
* remedy now propoſed, muſt proceed from ſome 
© other motives than gentlemen are willing to own. 

It is certain, Sir, that by the frauds and abuſes 
that are committed in this branch of the revenue, 
* not only the public is cheated of what is due to 
them, but likewiſe every private conſumer is moſt 
« groſly impoſed on, for he pays the ſame price as 


f the duties had actually been paid to the public. 


He pays a high r for what he conſumes, but 

or his comfort, that he thinks a 
great part of that high price goes towards the pub- 
lic good of his country; but in all fraudulent trade 
he is impoſed on, the high price he pays goes every 


B- farthing of it into the pocket of the frudulent 


dealer. This then being plainly the caſe, I ſhould 
think that the gentlemen who are to oppole this 
+ ſcheme, would endeavour to ſhew us, that no ſuch 
$ frauds as are pretended have been committed, or 
that they are ſo inconſiderable that they are not 


worth minding, or that what is now 308, 2084 


* would be no fort of remedy for them ; but upon 
the preſent queſtion, to talk of our conſtitution, 
© ſeems really to me to be a ſort of inſinuation, as 
© if frauds in the collecting of the public revenue, 
+ were become a part of our conſtitution, and that 
* whoever attempts to remedy them, muſt attempt 


« ſomething againſt our conſtitution : And as to the 


© liberty of the ſubject, it is not poſſible for me to 
find out any liberty that can be ſtruck at by the 
© ſcheme now before us, but the liberty of ſmug- 
« pling; for as to national liberty, as to that liberty 
© which has always been, and I hope always will be 
the glory of the people of theſe kingdoms, it is 
ä C 3 « certain 
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certain that our public revenues are its greateſt ſe- 
curity : How then can that ſcheme be ſaid to tend 
towards the deſtroying of liberty, which ſo evident- 
ly tends towards the improvement of that upon 
which our liberty manifeſtly depends ? 

As to the railing of clamours and diſaffection 
among his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, there can be 


no reaſon for apprehending any ſuch thing from 


the ſcheme now propoſed to us: Whatever cla- 
mours may have been unjuſtly raiſed by ill- deſign- 
ing men againſt the ſcheme, before it was known, 
will certainly vaniſh as ſoon as 1t comes to be pub- 
lickly known, that there never was any thing in- 
tended by the ſcheme, but only to enable the pub- 
lic to receive thoſe duties they are already by law 
intitled to, and to prevent the fair trader's being 
undone by rogues and ſmugglers; ſo that one 
ſtrong argument with me for agreeing to the ſcheme 
is, that by carrying it into execution, and thereby 
ſhewing to every man what it really is, thoſe ill- 
grounded clamours, which have been raiſed by the 
enemies of the government, may be allayed, and 
may be made appcar to be at laſt as groundleſs as 
they were at firſt malicious, Beſides, Sir, as one 
of the chief things intended by this ſcheme, is the 


relief of the landed intereſt, it muſt contribute to- 


wards eſtabliſhing his Majeſty and his government 
in the hearts and affections of all the landed gen- 
tlemen in England, when they ſee themſelves fo 
conſiderably relieved as to a tax which they have 
been charged with for a great many years, and that 
without loading them or any of their fellow-ſub- 
jects with any new tax whatever, or obliging one 
honeſt man in the kingdom to contribute a farthing 
to the public charge more than he did before: 
This, Sir, muſt ſecure to his Majeſty the affections 
of all honeſt men, and it will greatly improve our 
character among our foreign neighbours z for when 


they ſee that the government may be ſupported in 


times 
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times of peace, without the aſſiſtance of that im- 
poſition which is yearly raifed upon the land-hold- 

ers of Great Britain, they will be careful of giving 
us any diſturbance or offence, they will all ſee that 
we have a fund in reſerve, ready at all times, and 
ſufficient for ſupporting a moſt heavy and expen- 
ſive war. 

As to the ſeverity of the laws of exciſe, I am 
ſurpriſed, Sir, to hear gentlemen talk ſo much of 
it as they do, They talk of thoſe laws as if there 
were ſomething a them moſt ſingularly ſevere, 
when it is well known that the laws of the cuſtoms 
are in many caſes as ſevere as thoſe of the exciſe, 
and the powers granted by the former are in moſt 
caſes as extenſive as the powers granted by the lat- 
ter : An officer of the cuſtoms, Sir, has in many 
caſes a power of entering the houſe of any ſubject 
in Britain: This, Sir, is a power that is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to be given, and will always be 
neceſſary as long we have any duties to be le- 
vied : It 1s a power they have had for many years 
and yet it never has been, I hope it never will be 
abuſed ; if ever it ſhould, the Parliament would 
without doubt ſeverely chaſtize that officer that 
committed ſuch an abuſe, or thoſe commiſſioners 
who dared to encourage him in the committing of 
any ſuch abuſe. In this therefore the laws of the 
exciſe are no more ſevere than the laws of the cu- 
* ſtoms, and in moſt other caſes we ſha!l find them 
pretty much the ſame with reſpect to ſeverity ; 
for which reaſon I could not but be ſurpriſed to 

© hear the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt ſay, 
that he thought all thoſe who were fabje& to the 
© lawsof exciſe were downright ſlaves, and were in- 
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tirely deprived of their liberty: I believe, Sir, 


that molt of thoſe people, who are now ſubject to 
the laws of excife, look _ themſelves to be a3 
© free, and to enjoy as much liberty, as any other 
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One of the great Complaints againſt this ſcheme 
is, I find, Sir, that it will greatly increaſe the num- 
ber of exciſe- officers; a new army of exciſemen, it 
is ſaid, muſt be raiſed for the execution of this 
ſcheme, and this may be of dangerous conſequence 
to our liberties. But how little weight there is in 
this argument I leave to every gentleman to judge: 
The whole number propoſed to be added is not 
above 126 officers ; but granting that there were 
to be 150, is this nation to be enſlaved by 1 50 lit- 
tle exciſemen ? In this there is really ſomething ſo 
ridiculous, that I am almoſt aſhamed to mention 
It, | 

Another objection is, that thereby a great many 
people will be ſubjected to be tried by the com- 
miſſioners of exciſe, or by commiſſioners of ap- 
peal, who are intirely dependent on the crown, and 
removable at pleaſure ; but this objection, Sir, 
is I think Mes removed, by making the appeal 
to three Judges in Weſtminſter-hall, who are all 
Judges for lite, and are conſequently intirely inde- 
pendent on the crown, To this the gentlemen 
anſwer, that, even before thoſe Judges, the ſubject 
is not to be tried by a jury, and this is loudly com- 
plained of, as if the ſubjecting of Engliſhmen to 
any tryal but that by a jury were a great innova- 
tion, and dangerous encroachment upon our con- 
ſtitution. I own, Sir, that by the great charter, 
by one of the fundamental articles of our conſti- 
tution, every Engliſhman is to be tried by his peers; 
but, Sir, has not the wiſdom of the nation found 
it neceſſary to admit of many exceptions to this 
general rule; we have ſeveral of our moſt eminent 
courts, which are in every method of their pro- 
ceeding an exception to this rule; in the court 
of Chancery we have no trials by juries; in 


the high court of Admiralty wg have no trials by 
* Juries 3 and in many particular caſes it is ordered 


that 
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© $ that the affair ſhall be tried in the moſt ſummary 
way without any jury: In all theſe caſes the wiſ⸗ 
dom of the nation found it neceſſary to depart from 
© © the general rule eſtabliſhed by the great charter, 
and therefore they altered the method of trial. 
1 | < Why ſhould not the legiſlature now do the ſame ? 
II. not their power the ſame? And if they ſee good 
t | © reaſon for it in the preſent caſe, ought not they to 
do it? Whatever js done by the wiſdom of Parlia- 
ment becomes a part of our conſtitution z and 
whatever new method of trial is thereby introduced, 
becomes from thenceforth as much a part of our 
( conſtitution as ever the old one was. 
1 * Now, Sir, if ever there was a reaſon in any caſe 
- | <« for altering the ancient method of trial by jury, I 
am ſure there is a very ſtrong reaſon for altering 
| | < it with regard to trials concerning the revenue: 
„1 Every gentleman, who has been the leaſt conver- 
1 | * fant in the courts of Meſtminſter-hall, well knows 
| F < the partiality of juries in favour of thoſe who are 
1 
: 


_— ty 


 £* ſued by the crown for any frauds in the public re- 
venue; I could give many inſtances of it; but I 

: + ſhall mention only one.“ (Here he informed the 

. FF houſe of the caſe) © The defendant in this caſe was 
bone of the moſt famous and the moſt notorious 
. | <© ſmugglers in the whole country, he had often been 
tried for ſuch practices, and though he had always 
„before eſcaped, yet it was thought impoſſible he 
. F © ſhould then get off; I had then the honour to ſerve 
the crown, and ſo muſt very well remember the 
| Þ <« trial; the evidence againſt him was ſo very full 
; ' © and clear, that I believe there was not a man in the 
© court, except thoſe on the jury, who were not 
* fully convinced of the truth of the evidence given 


: * againſt him; he was, according to the opinion of — 
L every other man preſent, fully convicted of what 
7 © he was accuſed of; yet the gentlemen of the jury 
| thought fit to bring in a verdict in his favour : 
{ So that really, Sir, the crown can never pretend 


to 


26 


Sir Paul 
Methuen's 


Speech. 


VVV 


7 a a ß 


= T& WW JJ. a W_ ON IS. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1733. 


to prevent ſmuggling or unfair trading, as long as 
the trials are to be for the moſt part by juries; Þ 


and where it becomes neceſſary to alter that method 
of trial, the altering it in that new caſe can no more 
be ſaid to be an innovation or an encroachment on 
our conſtitution, than the altering of it formerly 
in another caſe was. 

In ſhort, Sir, I have as great a value for the li. 
berty of my fellow-ſubje&s as any gentleman in 
this houſe ; I ſhall always be ready to appear for 
the liberties of my country whenever I ſee them 
in any manner attacked; but as liberty does not 
at all enter into the preſent queſtion, it is needleſs 
to make any declarations about it, or to have it in 
any way under our conſideration, and therefore! 
ſhall be very ready to give my aſſent to the mo- 
tion made by the honourable gentleman near me. 


Sir Paul Methuen. I riſe up, Sir, only to ex- 
plain myſelf as to one particular in which the ho- 
nourable and learned gentleman over the way, for 
whom I have a very great reſpect, ſeems to have 
miſtaken me, or rather indeed has miſrepreſented 
what I ſaid. For I did not ſay, Sir, that thoſe 
who are now ſubject to the laws of exciſe are down- 
right ſlaves, or that they are totally deprived of 
their liberty. I ſhould be ſorry, Sir, if any ſuch 
thing could be ſaid of any man that has the leaſt 
pretence to call himſelf a ſubje& of Great Bri- 
tain; but I ſaid, Sir, that thoſe who are ſubjected 
to the laws of exciſe, are in ſo far, as they are ſub- 
jected to ſuch laws, deprived of their liberty: 
They are deprived of a part of their liberty, and 
therefore cannot be ſaid to be as free as any or 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects, This I ſaid, Sir, this 
is ſtill my opinion, and if thoſe who are ſo unfor- 
tunate as to be ſubject to the laws of exciſe were 
to be asked the queſtion, Whether they think 
themſelves as free in all caſes as thoſe who are ſub- 
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as ject to no ſuch laws? I believe there is not one 
s;] of them but would anſwer, No.“ 

d 

re] Sir John Barnard, < I find, Sir, that the ho- 5 7 4 
2n | * nourable gentleman who opened this ſcheme to the Speech. 
y Committee, and the honourable and learned gen- 

ttleman who ſpoke laſt, make great complaints 
li.] + of ſome people's having groſly and malici- 
in| * ouſly miſrepreſented their A before thoſe 
or | malicious perſons knew what it was. For my 
m part, Sir, I happen to be of a very different way of 
ot | thinking; for tho* I am far from thinking that 
eſs | * the ſcheme, as now opened to us, is the very ſame 
in | with what it was when firſt formed, yet even as 
it is now opened, it is ſuch a ſcheme in my opinion 
o- | * as cannot, even by malice itſelf, be repreſented to 
e. be worſe than it really is. Now that I know it, 
d no that I ſee what it is, it appears to me to be a 

x- | © ſcheme that will be attended with all thoſe bad con- 
10- * ſequences that ever were apprehended from it be- 
or | fore it was known; and I plainly foreſee that it 
ve will produce none of thoſe good effects which gen- 
ed * tlemen have been pleaſed to entertain us with the 
fe | © hopes of: They have indeed gilded the pill a lit- 
n- © tle, but the compoſition within is ſtill the ſame ; 
of | * and if the people of Eugland be obliged to ſwal- 
ch! © low it, they will find it as bitter a pill as ever was 
aſt | © ſwallowed by them ſince they were a people. 
i- *+ The learned gentleman was pleaſed to fay, that 
ed | he was of opinion that the oppoſition to this wicked 
b- © + ſcheme, (for fo, Sir, I muſt call it) proceeded from 
y : | © other motives than gentlemen are willing to own: 
nd l do not know what motives he can mean ; but I 
1er am perſuaded that thoſe gentlemen who propoſe 
his this ſcheme, have ſome ſecret views, which it would 
or- neither be convenient nor ſafe for them to own in 
ere this place. For as to any reaſons or views which 
nk may he openly avawed for the propoſing of this 
b- ; * ſcheme 
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* ſcheme, I know of none but that of preventing the 
« frauds that may be committed in that branch of the 
revenue now under our conſideration ; and that 
* this ſcheme will not anſwer that 8 has, I 
think, been made plainly appear by my worthy 
* brother near me; but granting that this ſcheme 
* ſhould anſwer ſuch a purpoſe, if the laws now in 
being, duly executed, are ſufficient for anſwering 
that purpoſe, what neceſſity is there for applying 
this new, this deſperate remedy, a remedy which 
is certainly much worſe than the diſeaſe ? Before ! 
proceed any farther, I ſhall deſire that the commiſ- 
* ſfioners of the cuſtoms, who are attending at the 
door may be called in.“ The commiſſioners were 
accordingly called in, and being asked by Sir John, 
What they thought the value of the frauds commit- 
ted in the tobacco-trade might amount to one year 
with another? Their anſwer in effect was, that they 
had never made any computation z but one of them 
ſaid, that by a computation he had made only for 
the ſatisfying of his own private curioſity, he belie- 
ved the frauds come to their knowledge might a- 
mount to 30 or 40,000 l. per annum one year with 
another. Then Sir Jobz put the following queſtion 
to them, Whether or no it was their opinion, that 
if the officers of the cuſtoms performed their duty 
diligently and faithfully, it would not effectually pre- 
vent all, or moſt of the frauds that could be commit- 
ted in the tobacco- trade? To which they anſwered, 
that it was their opinion it would. Then he ask- 
ed them, Whether or no it was their opinion, that 
if the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms had the ſame 
power over their officers, that the commiſſioners of 
exciſe have over their's, it would contribute a great 
deal towards making them more exact and more 
faithful in the diſcharge of their duty, than they 
now are? And their anſwer was, That they be- 
lieved it would. After this, the commiſſioners be- 
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3. | ing withdrawn, Sir John went on to the effect as fol- 


he 7 lows, VIZ. 

he : 

at | “I now, Sir, leave it to every gentleman in this 
I Þ © houſe to conſider, what real pretence can be form- 
by ed for introducing ſuch a dangerous ſcheme, as 


ne | what has been propoſed to us. The only pretence 
in | I have yet heard made uſe of is, the preventing of 
i | © frauds, by which, fay they, the fair trader will be 


ig | © encouraged, and the revenue increaſed ; but now 
*h © © you ſee, that it is the opinion even of the com- 
11 < miſſioners of the cuſtoms, that by a due execution 
of the laws now in being, all, or moſt of thoſe frauds 


he | + may be effectually prevented; and I am ſure, if 
re they can be prevented by the laws in being, the 
n, preventing of them by that method will contribute 


t- © much more to the increaſe of the public revenue, 
ar | and to the encouragement of the fir trader, than 
y þ © the preventing of them by means of the dangerous 
m * ſcheme now propoſed to us. I now leave it to the 
or whole world to judge, who are they that have ſe- 
e- © cret motives which they are not willing to own, 
which they dare not own; Whether it be thoſe who 
th are the propoſers and promoters of this ſcheme, or 
n © thoſe who are the oppoſers of it? | 

at © The learned gentleman ſeemed to be ſurpriſed 
ty | © how our conſtitution, or the liberties of our coun- 
try came to be brought into the preſent debate; he 
t. * ſaid he thought they had no manner of concern in 
1, the preſent queſtion, I am ſorry, Sir, to differ 
from a gentleman, who by his profeſſion ought, 
it © and who certainly does underſtand the nature of 
je © our conſtitution, as well as any man in England; 
»f |© © but I am of opinion, that the conſtitution of our 


it | government, and the liberty of the ſubject was ne- 
ver more nearly or more immediately concerned 
| © in any queſtion, than they are in the preſent ; they 
> are both ſo deeply concerned, that their preſerva- 
tion 
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* tion or their total overthrow depends intirely upon 
the ſucceſs of the ſcheme now under our conſidera- 
tion: If the ſcheme ſucceeds they muſt tumble 
of courſe ; if the ſcheme is defeated, they may be 

< preſerved ; J hope they will be preſerved till time 
„ thall be no more; but I muſt fay that the learned 
« gentleman, and every gentleman, who appears as 
an advocate for the ſcheme now propoſed to us, 1s 
much in the right to keep, if they can, the con- 
« ſtitution and the liberties of their country out of the 
debate; it is from thence that the principal argu- 
< ments are to be formed againſt their ſcheme; it 1s 
from thence that ſuch arguments may be formed 

< againſt it, as muſt appear unanſwerable to every 
© man who has a regard for either. 

The gentleman tells us, that there are but 120 
© or 150 exciſe officers, beſides warehouſe-keepers, 
to be added by the ſcheme now before us, and this 
additional number they ſeem to make a ridicule 
of; but conſidering the ſwarms of tax-gatherers we 
have already eſtabliſhed, this ſmall number (as 
they call it) is no trivial matter; and I would be 

© glad to know from thoſe gentleman, what they 
call warchouſe-keepers, and what number of them 
may be neceſſary ? I hope they will allow, that a 
* warchouſe-keeper appointed by the treaſury, and 

paid by the treaſury, is an officer of the revenue, 
© as much as any other officer whatever; and if the 


< wamber that there muſt be of them be added to the 


other, I believe we may find that the number of re- 
venue: officers to be added by this ſcheme, muſt be 
very conſiderable. 

As for the new method of appeal propoſed, I 
can ſee no advantage, Sir, that it Foil be of to any 
unfortunate man that may have occaſion Hereſy, 
In all caſes the charge and trouble of attending 
muſt be very great, and the event very precarious ; 
but in moſt caſes, where poor retailers may have 
occaſion to be concerned, the charge and the trou- 
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a | bl of attendance muſt be much greater than the 

. bed can bear, ſo that all ſuch people muſt ſuc- 

e þ cumb; they muſt ſubmit to the determination of 

e © the commiſſioners of exciſe, and can expect no 
e 

d 


bother redreſs, but what they meet with from the 
© mercy of thoſe commiſſioners, The judges of e/t- 
s ninſter- hall are, *tis true, for life, but they are 
8 if « all named by the crown; I ſhall ſay nothing of the 
_ | © preſent judges who ſo worthily fill the ſeveral 
= 5 « benches of Weſtminſter- hall; but if they ſhould die, 
and if the crown ſhould be reſolved to uſe that 
power which the Parliament had put into their 
hands, in order to oppreſs the ſubject, they will 
always find judges fit for their purpoſe; judges are 
but men, they are ſubject to the ſame frailties that 
o © other men are, and the crown has always plenty 
ol baits wherewithal to tempt them. A judge may 
% be made a Lord chief juſtice, a Lord chief juſtice 
Y * may be made a Lord-chancellor, and every one 
e © © may have a fon, a brother, or a couſin to be pro- 
- © vided, for, The crown has many ways by which 
= © they may win over even a judge, to adminiſter 
* «© juſtice according to the directions he ſhall receive 
from court; more eſpecially when he is to admi- 
niſter juſtice in a ſummary way, and without the u- 
* © ſual forms of proceeding in courts of law or equity. 
For by this new method of appeal, which has been 
* © ſo much bragged of, care has been taken that the 
© © ſubject ſhall not be reſtored to their antient birth- 
| © right, that is, to a trial by jury: No, this I find 
ds moſt carefully avoided, and yet I think it muſt 
be allowed, that it is the inherent right of every 

| © Engliſhman to be tried by his Peers; I am not fo 
much acquainted with law as to give an account of 

© the ſeveral caſes in which this method of trial has 

* been ſer aſide, or the reaſons for ſo doing; but'I 

will venture to ſay, that wherever that method of 
trial has been ſet aſide, whether the {ame was done 

by the wiſdom of the nation, or otherways, N 

I © altera- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1733. 
alteration was an innovation, and was a dangerous 
encroachment upon the original charter of our con- 
ſtitution. 1 | | 
As to the pretended partiality of juries; ſo much 
complained of by the learned 2 it is of 
no weight with me; I cannot ſee how that honour- 
able gentleman, or any gentleman; can pretend 
to know what reaſons a jury may have for giving 


their verdict : No gentleman has a right to be be- 


lieved upon his ſingle ſay-ſo, againſt a verdict gi- 
ven by twelve honeſt men upon oath; If there 
have been ſo many verdicts given againſt the crown, 
as that learned gentleman ſeems to inſinuate, it is 
to me a ſtrong proof that proſecutions have been 
ſet on foot againſt the ſubject upon the evidence of 
witneſſes, whoſe credibility or veracity have not 
been very much to be depended on, which is fo 
far from being an argument for altering the me- 
thod of trial by jury, that it is a very ſtrong ar- 
gument for the continuance of that method in all 
time to come. But, Sir, as it is now very late, 
and as I ſhall probably have another opportunity of 
giving my ſentiments more fully upon the affair 
now before us, I ſhall therefore trouble you no 
farther at preſent, but only to declare, that now, 
after hearing this ſcheme opened to us, I diſlike it 
as much as ever I did any repreſentation of it that 
ever I heard of, and therefore I ſhall give my ne- 
gative to the queſtion propoſed. | 


Sir Joſeph Jekyll maſter of the rolls, one of the 


repreſentatives for Ryegate in Surrey. Sir, as the 


affair, which is at preſent the ſubject of our conſi- 
deration, has been much talked of and very va- 
riouſly repreſented without doors, and as it has 
been for ſome months the ſubje& of converſa- 
tion among people of all ranks and qualities, I 


was reſolved to ſuſpend intirely paſſing any judg- 
I : 13 


ment 
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ment in relation to it, till I ſhould hear it fully o- 
pened and laid before this houſe. There were 
indeed ſome clamours raiſed without doors, and it 
was repreſented in ſo many hideous ſhapes, that I 
cannot ſay but I came this morning to the houſe 
: © prejudiced rather againſt, than in favour of any 
> © ſuch project; but ſtill, Sir, I came this morning 
into the houſe, as I always do, altogether unde- 
© © termined, and reſolved not to determine myſelf 
= © till I was fully informed by other gentlemen, 
> © in the courſe of the debate, of all thoſe facts 
© © which ought to be known before any determi- 
nation can be made in an affair of ſo great im- 
* © portance. | 
I had before heard, Sir, that by this ſcheme 
the landed gentlemen were to be caſed of a part of 
ſo the land- tax, that the public revenue was to be 
greatly improved, and that our planters in Ameri- 
r- © © c@ and our fair traders at home were to be greatly 
ll I © encouraged ; but all theſe conſiderations would 
e, have had no weight with me, if I had found that 
of ſo many of my fellow- ſubjects were thereby to 
ir have been ſubjected to the grievous laws of ex- 
10 WW © ciſe, without any alleviation or alteration. I muſt 
„ on, Sir, that the ſeverity of the laws of exciſe 
it has been long juſtly complained of, but at the 
at W< fame time I muſt ſay, that the many frauds com- 
e- < mitted in that branch of the public revenue now 
under our conſideration, are moſt heavy and 
* grievous, and what I cannot think of ſeeing the 
ie © nation ſuffer any longer under, without apply- 
ic [|< ing ſome proper remedy ; and ſince by the _ 
i- [F< fition now made to us, there is not only an effectual 
a- © remedy provided againſt all thoſe frauds, but lie- 
as © wiſe a method propoſed, by which the edge of the 
a- laws of exciſe is * blunted, and that ſeverity ta- 
I F< ken quite off, which hitherto always afforded juſt 
3- I: ground of complaint, therefore I cannot heſitate 
* DD r 
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that by what is now propoſed, the laws of exciſe 


ming ſuch bi 


Sir, I make no manner of doubt of, and therefore Þ 
-I can find no difficulty in giving my aſſent to the 
queſtion propoſed.? 15 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1733. A. 
one moment as to giving my aſſent to what is now | 1 
propoſed. 


This conſideration, Sir, 1s of the greater weight | 
with me, and muſt be ſo with every honeſt man, 


are to be rectified not only in the caſe now before Þ 
us, but in every other caſe ; the whole body of Þ 
thoſe laws are to be reformed and rectified in ſucha 
manner as to remove the greateſt objection, with 
me indeed the only objection, could ever be made 
againſt the extenſion of them; and if this propo- 
ſition be now rejected, it is not eaſy to know When 
we ſhall, or if we ſhall ever have ſuch an opportu- 
nity of reforming thoſe laws which have been ſo 
long thought ſo grievous. With me it hath always 
been a principle to hearken to any reaſonable: 
ſcheme for ſuppreſſing of thoſe frauds which are 
committed againſt the public; I look upon the 
perſons guilty of ſuch frauds as the greateſt of cri- 
minals, and if they have any character, if they ob- 
ſerve any decency in private life, I take it to be 
only becauſe they have no opportunity to do other- 
wiſe ; for that man muſt have a very whimſical Þ 
conſcience who cheats the public, and yet would 
ſcruple to cheat a private man if he had the ſame 
opportunity. | 
Whatever reſolutions we may come to in this 
committee, there will probably be a bill or bills 
ordered to be brought in purſuant to them; and 
if in the courſe of the debate any real difficulties be Þ 
ſtarted, if any reaſonable objections be made, with- 
out doubt all proper care will be taken, in the tra- Þ 
f or bills, to obviate all the difficul- Þ 
ties and objections that ſhall or may occur : This, Þ 
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| Sir, already fully explained and ſet forth the great 


ht inconveniencies which muſt be brought on the 
5 trade of this nation, by the ſcheme now propoſed 
iſe 


( © tous; thoſe, Sir, have been made very apparent, 
and from them ariſes a very ſtrong objection a- 
2 © oainſt what is now propoſed ; but the greateſt 
na] < objection ariſes from the danger to which this 
ih © ſcheme will moſt certainly expoſe the liberties of 
# © our country: Thoſe liberties for which our anceſt- 
« ors have ſo often ventured their lives and their for- 
tunes; thoſe liberties which have coſt the nation 
tu-B? ſo much blood and treaſure ſeem already to be 
greatly retrenched : I am ſorry to ſay it, Sir, but 
© what is now in diſpute ſeems to me to be the laſt 
© branch of liberty we have to contend for; we have 
already eſtabliſhed a ſtanding army, and have 
made it in a manner part of our conſtitution ; we 
have already ſubjected great numbers of the peo- 
ple of this nation to the arbitrary laws of exciſe, 
© and this ſcheme 1s ſo wide a ſtep towards ſubjecting 
zer. all the reſt of the people of England to thoſe arbi- 
| © trary laws, that it will be impoſſible for us to reco- 
uld ver or prevent the fatal conſequences of ſuch a 
ume BW © ſcheme. | 
a « We are told, Sir, that his Majeſty is a good and 
this a wiſe Prince, we all believe him to be fo ; but I 
hope, Sir, no man will pretend to draw any argu- 
ment from thence for our ſurrendering thoſe liber- 
be ties and privileges, which have been handed down 
to us by our auceſtors : We have indeed nothing 
fra - «© to fear from his preſent Majeſty, he never will 
cul- Þ © make a bad uſe of that power which we have put 
his, © into his hands; but if we once grant to the crown 
too great an extent of power, we cannot recal 
che that grant when we have a mind; and tho? his Ma- 
e 
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jeſty ſhould never make a bad uſe of it, ſome of 


- 


0 
his ſucceſſors may: be being governed by a _ 
9 2 an 


George Heathcote, Eſq; * Other gentlemen have, r., Heu- 
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PARLIAMENTARY 
and a good King does not make the people a free 


people; the Romans, Sir, were as great ſlaves un- 
der the few good Emperors they had to reign over | 


them, as they were under the moſt cruel of their 


A. 1733. | 


tyrants : After the people had once given up their 


liberties, their governors have all the ſame power 


of oppreſſing thein, tho? they may not perhaps all] 
make the ſame wicked uſe of the power that has 
been put into their hands ; but a ſlave that has þ 
the good fortune to meet with a good-natured and 
a humane maſter, is no leſs a ſlave than he that | 
meets with a cruel and barbarous one. Our li- 
berties, Sir, are too valuable, and have been pur- | 


chaſed at too high a price, to be ſported with, or 
wantonly given up even to the beſt of Kings: 
We have before now had ſome good, ſome wiſe 
and gracious ſovereigns to reign over us, but we 
find that under them our anceſtors were as jealous 
of their liberties as they were under the worſt of 


our Kings: It is to be hoped that we have till. þ 


the ſame value for our liberties; if we have, we 
certainly will uſe all peaceable methods to preſerve 
and ſecure them; and if ſuch methods ſhould prove 
ineffectual, I hope there is no Enghi/ſhman but has 
ſpirit enough to uſe thoſe methods for the preſer- 
vation of our liberties, which were uſed by our 
anceſtors for the defence of their liberties, and for 
tranſmitting them down to us in that glorious con- 
dition in which we found them, There are ſome 
ſtill alive who bravely ventured their lives and 
their fortunes in the defence of the liberties of their 
country; there are many whoſe fathers were em- 
barked in the ſame glorious cauſe. Let it never 
be ſaid, that the ſons of ſuch men wantonly gave 


up thoſe liberties for which their fathers had 


riſqued ſo much, and that for the poor pretence 
of ſuppreſſing a few frauds in the collecting of the 
public revenues, which might eaſily have been 
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x « ſuppreſſed without entering into any ſuch dange- 


1 


c «© rous meaſures, 


DEBATES. 


This, Sir, 1s all I ſhall trouble 


you with at preſent, but ſo much I thought was 
* © incumbent upon me to ſay, in order that I might 
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enter my proteſt againſt the queſtion now before 


9 


nailiam P ulteney, Eſq, Sir, the honourable Hard 


ney s ſpeech, 


« gentleman who opened this affair to us, took up 


now ſo very late, that I am almoſt afraid of giving 


you any trouble at preſent ; but I hope, conſider- 


ing the importance of the ſubject, that gentlemen 


<8 


/ 
£2. 
: 1 


will excuſe me, and will allow me to take ſome 
notice of what has been ſaid by the honoura- 


ble gentleman who introduced the debate, and the 
huonodurable and learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt 
but one, As to the frauds, Sir, which the honour- 
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able gentleman dwelt ſo long on, and which the 
> © honourable and learned gentleman was pleaſed to 
call heavy and grievous, I believe every gentle- 
man in the committee is convinced that there are 
» © ſuch frauds ; I believe every gentleman will agree 
= © that they are moſt heavy and moſt grievous ; but 
> © do not believe, that it is but of late the honoura- 


ble gentleman has come to the knowledge of them, 


= © nor do I believe that the frauds relating to wine 
and tobacco are the only frauds he has heard 
> * complained of; there is hardly a gentleman in the 
kingdom but has heard of frauds in almoſt every 
branch of the public revenue; even that honour- 
able gentleman muſt have heard many years ago 
| © of the frauds committed in the tobacco and wine 
trade; why then, Sir, was there no remedy ſooner 


* propoſed ? How could that gentleman ſee the 
public revenue, for which he expreſſes ſuch a ten- 
der concern, ſuffer ſo long by thoſe frauds, with- 


| * outpropoling ſome expedient for preventing them: 


The expedient now SO” is certainly no __ 
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new or extraordinary thing; it might thave been 
thought of, I dare ſay it has often been thought of þ 
before this time, but it ſeems it was never thought 
proper to propoſe it till dow; at leaſt it was never Þ 


till now thought neceſſary, and yet it cannot be 


ſaid, but that the frauds both in wine and tobac- Þ 
co were as great formerly as they are at this pre- 


ſent time. 


. % 


The honourable gentleman has been pleaſed to, N 
tell us, that his thoughts are intirely confined to] 


the two articles of wine and tobacco, and that no- 
thing elſe was ever deſigned by him, or any of 


his acquaintance, to be ſubjected to the laws of ex- 
ciſe: Whatever his en 
time paſt, he muſt excuſe me if I ſay, that I do 
not believe they, will be ſo much confined in time] 
to come. Are there not frauds, Sir, committed Þ 
in every branch of the public revenue? Will not 
that honourable gentleman think himſelf as much 


bound in duty to lay thoſe frauds before this houſe, 
and propoſe a remedy for them, as he now; thinks 
himſelf bound to expoſe and to offer a remedy for 
preventing the frauds in wine and tobacco? And 
if the remedy now propoſed be deemed by Par- 
liament the moſt proper and the moſt effęctua 
remedy for preventing the frauds in wine and to- 
bacco, will not that be made uſe of as an argu- 
ment for applying the ſame remedy as to the 
frauds in every other branch of the public re- 
venue? Will it not be ſaid, you did ſo and, ſo in 
the caſe of wine and tobacco, why ſhould you 
ſcruple to apply the ſame remedy in the caſe now 
before you? So that from the gentleman's own 


reaſoning, from his own way of arguing, as to the 


caſe which he has been pleaſed now to lay before 
us, one may ſee a moſt plain and evident deſign of 
a much farther extenſion of the laws of exciſe ;z one 
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en | of the public revenue to thoſe arbitrary laws; only 
of | © the gentleman has a mind it ſeems to be a little 
ht © cunning, and to do it by piece- meal. | 
ver Whatever opinion the honourable and learned 
be Þ © gentleman may have of the propoſition made by 
ac- his honourable friend, it is plain it breaths nothing 
re- Þ but the principles of the moſt arbitrary and moſt 
© tyrannical governments that have been eſtabliſhed 
to ; in Europe: The enlarging of the power of the 
to © crown; the increaſing the number of dependers 
10- Þ © on the crown; the rendering the happineſs of the 
of þ © ſubject precarious and uncertain, and depending 
ex | © in a manner intirely on the good will of a prime 
in! © miniſter, or of thoſe employed under him, are the 


do © certain conſequences of the ſcheme now propoſed 
me © tous: They are the certain conſequences of all 
ted © ſchemes for extending the laws of exciſe, and are 
not probably the principal views of all thoſe who ſet 
uch © up fuch projects. Let gentlemen but read the po- 
aſe, 5 litical teſtaments of Richlieu and Louvors, thoſe le- 
nks © gacies which were left by the authors to their 


for © maſter, for inſtructing him in the principles of ar- 
nd © bitrary government; let gentlemen, I ſay, but read 
ar- © thoſe teſtaments, and they will ſee that the author 


ual © of this ſcheme, whoever he be, muſt be very well 
to- © verſed in them; they will ſee how well it agrees 
gu- © with the principles there laid down for the eſta- 
the © 


bliſhing and 1 of arbitrary power. It is 
re- © for this reaſon that the Eugliſb nation has always 
in © been fo averſe to exciſe projects of all kinds; the 
you © very word exciſe has always been odious to the 
ow people of England. It is true, there has been an 
wo © © exciſe eſtabliſhed by Parliament, but it was at firſt 
the © given as a purchaſe for the court of wards and li- 
ore © veries; and tho? that court was moſt juſtly looked 
of on as one of our greateſt grievances, yet the pur- 
one © chaſe has always been reckoned too dear, and that 
nch Parliament which gave the exciſe has been brand- 
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liament. Even the great King William, notwith. 
« ſtanding all he had done for the people of Eng- 


land, notwithſtanding of his being moſt generally 


beloved and eſteemed by his ſubjects, yet he had 


© like to have ſuffered by a notion's prevailing a. 
© mong the people, that ſome new exciſes were to 


have been eſtabliſhed. It was publicly ſaid, that 


wie had got a Dutch King, and that therefore we 
< were to be ſaddled with Dutch exciſes : That wiſe} 


King was ſo ſenſible of the danger he might be 
< expoſed to by the prevailing of ſuch a notion, that 


he thought it neceſſary to diſavow any ſuch inten- 


tion by a public declaration. 


< I moſt readily believe, Sir, that the honourable| 
and learned gentleman over the way comes at all] 


times to this houſe undetermined as to any point 


« that is to be brought before us; I believe he al- 
© ways comes reſolved to be determined by what! 
< ſhall be offered in the courſe of the debate; but I 


am very much at a loſs to find out what in the 
< preſent debate has determined him to be of the 
opinion he now ſeems to be of: He has indeed 
told us, that the reformation propoſed as to the laws 
of exciſe, is what very much weighs with him; he 
< ſays that the laws of exciſe are to be blunted, that 
< their edge is to be taken off by what is now pro- 
« poſed. In this, Sir, I muſt confeſs my ſhort- 
6 tedneſs, I can ſee no reformation in what is 


< propoſed ; what I look on as moſt grievous in! 


< the laws of exiſe is to continue the ſame as before; 
Are not the officers to have the ſame oppreſſive and 
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< yexatious powers continued to them? Are not the 
< commiſſioners to have the ſame diſpenſing power 


< with regard to fines and forfeitures ? Are trials by 
jury to be reſtored to the ſubjects? No, Sir, all 
< theſe grievances are to remain upon the ſame foot- 
ing they were on before. The power and influ- 
| k © ence 
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© ence of the crown by means of the laws of ex- 
© ciſe is ſtill to be as great as it was before, 
only there are by this ſcheme many thouſands more 
to be ſubjected to it; the method of appeal is in- 
« deed to be a little altered, but I am afraid the alte- 
ration will not be much for the better; the expence 
vill be much greater, and the redreſs as precarious 
© as ever it was before: How then are the laws of 
© exciſe to be blunted ? Where is this reformation ſo 
© much boaſted of, and on which that honourable 
and learned gentleman ſeems ſolely to ground his 
opinion? But it ſeems he expects that when this 
« propoſition comes the length of a bill, many fine 
things are to be done, many things more than we 
have ever as yet heard of: If it ſnould come the 
length of a bill, which Iam in great hopes it never 
will, he may very probably find himſelf. diſap- 
pointed, and if that ſhould be the caſe, I doubt not 
but he will be of a different opinion. 

Gentlemen have ſaid, that there are no complaints 
made of the laws of exciſe, or of the oppreſſions 
of exciſe- officers; but, Sir, I believe there is not 
* gentleman in this houſe, who cannot give ſome 
* inſtances, even within his own knowledge, of moſt 
« cruel en committed by ſome of thoſe of- 
* ficers; I am ſure there is no gentleman who has 
ever acted in the country as a juſtice of peace, but 
can give hundreds of ſuch inſtances. The people 
have complained fo often, and ſo long, of the ſe- 
verity of thoſe laws, and the vexations of thoſe 
* officers, that they are now weary of complaining. 


To what purpoſe ſhould they complain, ſince they 
* * ſee there has never as yet been any proviſion made 
for their redreſs? Their complaints have been hi- 
* © therto diſregarded, even by thoſe who are in ſome 
manner bound to take notice of them, 
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The honourable gentleman was pleaſed to dwell | 


long upon the generoſity of the crown in giving 


up the fines, forteitures, and ſeiſures to the public; N f 
but in my opinion it will be but a poor equivalent! 


for the many oppreſſions and exactions which the 
people will be expoſed to by this ſcheme. | 
muſt ſay, that the honourable gentleman has him- 
« {elf been of late mighty bountiful and generous in 
his offers to the public. He has been fo gracious 
as to ask us, Will you have a land-tax of two ſhil- 


lings in the pound, or a land- tax but of one; or 


* will you have no land- tax at all? Will you have 
your debts paid? Will you have them ſoon paid? 


Tell me but what you want, let me but know how þ 
* you can be made eaſy, and it ſhall be done for 


* 


you. Theſe, Sir, are moſt generous offers, but 


ſomething ſo farcical in them, that really I can 
hardly mention them without laughing: It puts 


in the Alchymiſt, He was gulled out of his mo- 
ney by fine promiſes ; he was promiſed the philo- 
ſopher's ſtone, by which he was to get mountains 
| yy gold, and every thing elſe he could deſire; but 
all ended at laſt in ſome little thing for curing 
the itch. a e 
IJ viſh the gentlemen, who appear ſo zealous for 
this ſcheme, would have ſome little regard to their 
conſtituents. It is well known that it was the 
cuſtom among our anceſtors when any new device 
was propoſed, to deſire time to have a conference 
with their countries : I am but very little conver- 
ſant in books of law, however I ſometimes look 
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< or two on this ſubject from my Lord Coke. That 
great lawyer in the 4th part of his inſtitutes, page 
< 14th, ſays, It is alſo the law and cuſtom = 
« Parliament, that when any new device is moved 
on the King's behalf, in Parliament, for his aid, 

« or 


there is ſomething ſo very extraordinary, there is Þ 


me in mind of the ſtory of Sir Epicure Mammon 3 


into them, and I muſt beg leave to read a paſſage | 
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or the like, the Commons may anſwer, that they 
tendered the King's eſtate, and are ready to aid 
the ſame, only in this new device they dare not 
« agree without conference with their countries; 
« whereby it appearcth, that ſuch conference is war- 
« rantable by the law and cuſtom of Parliament.” 
And again, in page 34, he tells us, „At the Par- 
« liament holden in the qth Edw. III. when a mo- 
« tion was made for a ſubſidy of a new kind, the 
« Commons anſwered, that they would have con- 
« ference with thoſe of their ſeveral countries and 
« places, who had put them in truſt, before they 
« treated of any ſuch matter,” If ſuch a confe- 
© rence, Sir, was ever neceſſary upon any occaſion, 
it is ſurely neceſſary before we agree to the device 
now offered to us; a device which in my opinion 
« ſtrikes at the very root of our liberties; it is, in 
my way of thinking, a downright plan for arbi- 
« trary power, and in this I am not ſingular, for 
there ſeems to be many gentlemen of the ſame o- 
© © pinion within doors as well as without; therefore 
Il I muſt think that it is neceſſary, it is incumbent 
= © uponevery gentleman in this houſe, at leaſt to de- 
= «© fire to have a conference with his conſtituents be- 
fore he agrees to any ſuch device: This, Sir, would 
> © haye been neceſſary, if we had been intirely igno- 
rant of the ſentiments of our ſeveral countries, but 
indeed in the preſent caſe ſuch a conference ſeems 
to be quite unneceſſary ; we already know the 
* ſentiments of our conſtituents in relation to the de- 
vice now offered to us; the whole nation has al- 
ready, in the moſt open manner, declared their 
« diſlike to it, and therefore I hope the gentlemen 
of this committee will reject it with that ſcorn and 
© contempt it deſerves. 
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Sir William Wyndham. Sir, Tho? it be now Sir #it!;an: 


very late, yet I muſt beg leave to offer my ſen- 

timents as to the queſtion now in debate; for ĩt is 
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a queſtion of ſuch importance, that I ſhould not! 
think I diſcharged the duty I owe to my country, 
without declaring in the moſt open and public 
manner my diſlike and abhorrence of the ſcheme Þ - 
which has been now opened to us. The ſcheme, þ 
as now explained to us, has in my opinion been! 
no way miſrepreſented, It is the very ſame with! 
what has been repreſented to us; is the very ſame 
with that which the nation has ſo openly and fo Þ * 
generally declared their diſlike to; it is fraught Þ 
with all thoſe evils which were ever attributed to 
it, and moſt apparently ſtrikes at the very funda- 
mentals of our conſtitution, The collecting off 
any duties by the laws of exciſe has, in all Þ* 
ages, and in all countries, been looked on as the! 
moſt grievous and moſt oppreſſive method of col- 
lecting of taxes, and if one method of raifing an? 
exciſe can be more oppreſſive than another, it muſt 


be granted, that the method now propoſed to us, 
of raiſing this new exciſe, muſt of all methods 
be the moſt oppreſſive, and the moſt vexatious to 
the e In all countries, exciſes of every kind 
are looked on as badges of ſlavery, and tho? the 
Engliſb nation be now unfortunately ſubjected to 
ſome of them, yet I hope they will never conſent 
to any new exciſes, or to any new extenſion of the 
laws of exciſe, let the pretences for ſo doing be 
ever ſo ſpecious. ; 

But in the preſent caſe, pray Sir, let us con- 
der, what are the ſpecious pretences made uſe of, 
what are the great advantages propoſed, for per- 
ſuading us to conſent to the ſubjecting of ſo many 
of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects to be plagued and 
harraſſed by the officers of exciſe. The ſuppreſ- 
ſing of frauds, and the advantages that will accrue 
therefrom to the public and to the fair trader, is, 
by what I can find, the only pretence now made 


gle of; and yet thoſe frauds, even aggravated, as 


they 
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they were, by the honourable gentleman who pro- 
© poſed this ſcheme to us, do amount to but a meer 
© trifle; ſo that the improvement to be made, as to 
the public revenue, will be but very inconſiderable, 
iĩ any at all, after deducting the additional charges 
© of management, which the public will become lia- 
ble to by the great increaſe of officers : This pre- 
4 * tence therefore, even when ſet in the ſtrongeſt light, 
can be no ſufficient argument for prevailing on us 
4 © to expoſe our conſtitution to the leaſt danger, or 


to ſubject any of our fellow countrymen to great 


© hardſhips ; but this pretence is ſtill more frivolous, 
ſince it has been made appear to us, that thoſe 
frauds are not at all ſo conſiderable as they have 
been repreſented; that all ſorts of frauds cannot be 
prevented even by the ſcheme now — and 
chat many of thoſe frauds that have 


en lately 
committed, might be prevented by the laws now 
in being, if care were taken to have proper offi- 
cers, and to make thoſe officers diligent and faith- 
ful. I grant indeed, Sir, that the power and in- 
2 © fluence of the crown will be greatly increaſed and 
improved by this ſcheme ;z I muſt own, Sir, that 


9k 


= © great numbers of the people of this nation will 


© © thereby be rendered moſt ſubmiſſive and obedient 
to thoſe that ſhall hereafter be employed by . the 
crown; and if this be a motive for agreeing to this 
ſcheme, I muſt allow that it is a ſtrong one; I be- 
© © lieve indeed that it is the only real one that any 
2 © gentleman can have for giving his conſent to ſuch 
aa aſcheme z but with me, Sir, it is ſo far from 
being a motive for giving my conſent, that it 
s the ſtrongeſt motive I have for giving my ne- 
© © gative to the queſtion now before us, becauſe I 
think it abſolutely inconſiſtent with our conſtitu- 
tion. | 
| © ?Tis true, Sir, an eaſe to the landed intereſt has 
© upon this, as well as upon ſome other late occaſi- 
Sons of the like nature, Yom thrown out, as * 
re of 
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for ſome gentlemen ; but I hope the landed gen. 
tlemen” are not to be caught by ſuch baits ; the! 


ſay, that the method of arguing is unfair, the de. 


landed intereſt, in a manner, at war with the tra-! 
ding intereſt of the nation; it is endeavouring to 
deſtroy that harmony, which always ought to ſub-P ! 
fiſt among the people of the ſame nation, and} ? 
which, if once deſtroyed, would certainly end inf 
the ruin and deſtruction of the whole. But even 
landed gentleman in England will do well to conſi-Þ : 
der what value their lands would be of, if for the! 
ſake of a ſmall and immediate eaſe to themſelve Þ* 
they ſhould be induced to oppreſs and deſtroy the 


trade of their country; and whoever conſiders this, d 
will deſpiſe all ſuch projects, and reject them with tc 
that contempt which they deſerve : This, Sir, iti 
one reaſon for the landed gentlemen not to accept © 
of the pretended eaſe now offered to them, by a- P 
greeing to the ſcheme now propoſed ; but there i tl 
another ſtrong reaſon againſt it: The houſe oi E 
Commons, Sir, is moſtly compoſed of gentlemen © 
of the beſt families and greateſt properties perhapsÞ7 
in the nation, they have generally a great famih- 1 
intereſt in the ſeveral counties, cities and borough b 
they repreſent ; if this ſcheme ſhould take effect, d 
that intereſt will ſoon be deſtroyed ; and ſurely no a 
man will agree to a ſcheme which muſt inevitablyÞ b 
deſtroy the natural intereſt the great families have, 7 
and always ought to have, in their reſpective coun- * 
ties, and transfer the whole to the crown: If this ſ 


ſcheme ſhould once be eſtabliſhed, the power and 
influence of the crown will be fo great in all parts " 
of the nation, that no man can depend upon the na- P 
tural intereſt he has in his eountry, for being a mem- n 
ber of this houſe; he muſt in all future times, for P 
ſuch a favour, depend intirely upon the crown; 5 un 
this 
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en. this I hope there is no gentleman in this houſe 
would chuſe to ſubmit to. | 

red Queen Elizabeth, that wiſe and graciqus Prip- 
ut ceſs, governed herſelf by politics quite different 
de. from thoſe vl. ich ſeem to be at preſent in vogue; 
the ſhe was ſo far from endeavouring to divide, or 
tra. throw diſcord among her ſubjects, that ſhe wiſely 
to never gave herſelf up to any one miniſter, or to 
ub. any one party; ſhe always preſerved a harmony 
and} among all her ſubjects, and kept a friendly cor- 
in reſpondence with all parts and all parties in the 
ens L kingdom; ſhe even kept up a conſtant perſonal 
2 correſpondence with ſome of the principal men in 
every county, by which ſhe had always a thorough 
knowledge of the ſeveral ſentiments, as well as 


EI 
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ves K | 
the * circumſtances, of all her ſubjects, and moſt pru- 
his dently adapted all her meaſures to what ſhe found 


to be the ſentiments of the generality of the na- 
tion; more particularly, ſhe took care to avoid 
every thing that appear*d to be diſagreeable to the 
people: To this wiſe politic, Sir, it is owing, 
that her reign makes ſuch a glorious figure in our 
=* Engliſh hiſtory ; to this it is owing, that ſhe reign- 
ed with more popularity than any Prince ſince her 
time, except her royal ſucceſſor Queen Anne : 
ily. Thus ſhe reigned, Sir, and reigned abſolutely, 
but ſo as I could wiſh every Prince in England to 
do; ſhe reigned abſolutely over the hearts and 
* affetions of her ſubjects, and thereby ſhe had 
both their perſons and their purſes always at com- 
mand. 

We are told, Sir, why do you complain of this 
ſcheme? Here is no new tax to be impoſed; there 
is nothing propoſed but only a new method of 
raiſing thoſe taxes which are already due by law: 
But I would have gentlemen remember, that this 
nation has once already been more grievouſly op- 
preſſed by a new method of raiſing and collect- 
ing that money that was before due by law, — 
I they 
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they ever were by any new tax that was ever laid ſe 
on them: I have already, Sir, mentioned the | * ſu 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, let us but look a little | m 
farther back and we ſhall find, that the people! al 
were moſt terribly harraſſed, and the nation almoſt | * of 
deſtroyed, by a grievous method of collecting and | 4 he 
raiſing that which was due by the laws then in be- * w 
ing: Empſon and Dudley, thoſe two noted ways * fo 
and means men, thoſe two wicked miniſters, Know- | 
ing the avarice of their maſter, and the inſatiable} * \ 
deſire he had for money, concluded that no ſcheme} * ol 
would be more agreeable to him, than thoſe which} # tc 
* would fill his coffers, | by draining the purſes of his} * g 
ſubjects; and this they did, Sir, without impo- g 
ſing any new taxes, they laid no new or illegal] * tl 
* burdens on the people, they did it by a ſevere and n 
rigorous execution of the laws that had before been] a1 
< enacted : But what was their fate? They had the ot 
< misfortune to outlive their maſter, and his ſon, as 
© ſoon as he came to the throne, took off both their p 
heads. In this he did juſtly, though he did it a- al 
* gainſt law; they had done nothing contrary: to n. 
law, they had only put the laws ſeverely in execu- n 
tion, and what they did was in obedience to the} la 
commands of the King his father; yet that could h 
be no excuſe for them; their manner of executing Im. 
© thoſe laws was ſo grievous and oppreſſive upon the] 1 
« ſubjects, that nothing leſs than their lives could be! 


admitted of as a ſufficient attonement to the peo-Þ 1 
ple; and certainly, Sir, that oppreſſion which is 
committed under the ſanction of the laws, or off 1 
the royal authority, muſt always be deemed to bet 
the moſt heinouſly criminal, and ought to be the 
< moſt ſeverely puniſhed, | 
There never was, in any reign, a ſcheme or] 
project attempted, ſo much to the diſlike and diſ-F 
ſatisfaction of the people in general; the whole na- 8 
tion has already ſo openly declared their averſion f fe 
to the ſcheme now offered to us, that I -— 7 ® 
I e 
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* ſed to ſee it inſiſted on; the very propoſing of 
; ſuch a ſcheme to a houſe of Commons, after ſo 
* many remonſtrances againſt it, I muſt think moſt 
* audacious 3 it is in a manner flying in the face 
of the whole people of England: And ſince they 
1 have already declared againſt it, God forbid that 


7 | | 
ve, who are their repreſentatives, ſhould declare 


| « for it, 


to take up a great deal of your time, I then ima- 


sÞ * gined that I ſhould not have been obliged to have 
| given you any farther trouble ; but when ſuch 


things are thrown out, things which, in my opi- 
nion, are quite foreign to the debate; when the 


ancient hiſtories not only of this country, but of 
other countries, are ranſacked for characters of 
wicked miniſters, in order to adapt them to the 


ir # preſent times, and to draw parallels between them 
and ſome modern characters, to which they bear 


no other reſemblance, but only that they were 


miniſters, it is impoſſible for one to ſit ſtill. Of 


late years, I have dealt but little in the ſtudy of 
hiſtory; but I have a very good prompter by me 
meaning the Attorney general) and by his means 
I can recolle&, that the caſe of Empſon and Dud- 
ey, mentioned by the honourable gentleman who 


poke laſt, was ſo very different, from any thing 
that can poſſibly be preſumed from the ſcheme 


now before us, that I wonder how it was poſſible 
to lug them into the debate. The caſe as to them 
was, that they had, by virtue of old and obſolete 
laws, moſt unjuſtly extorted great ſums of money 
from people, who, as was pretended, had become 
liable to great pains and penalties by having been 
# guilty of breaches. of thoſe obſolete laws, which 
for many years before had gone intirely into diſ- 


Vor. XI, 


| uſe. I muſt ay, Sir, 15 I hope moſt A 


rpri- 
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Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer. © Sir, as I was — — 2 
+ obliged, when I opened the affair now before us, Spesch. 


7 
* 
„ 
; 
* 


50 


PARLIAMENFARY A. 1733. A. 
that hear me, think, that it is very unjuſt and un-} ? « « 
fair to draw any parallel between the characters off ? « 
< thoſe two miniſters and mine, which was IſuppoleÞ 7 « þ 
«< what the honourable gentleman meant todo, whenſ f. 
he brought that piece of hiſtory into the debate. x 
If I everendeavour to raiſe money from the peo-Þ f 
© ple, or from any man whatever, by oppreſſive oÞ 7c q 
„illegal means, if my character ſhould ever come 4 
© to be in any reſpect like theirs, I ſhall deſerwe e 
< their fate: But while F know myſelf to be inno- 3 4 
cent, I ſhall depend upon the protection of the b 


< laws of my country; as long as they can prote&Þ 4 4 
me I am ſafe, and if that protection ſhould fail 
] am prepared to ſubmit to the worſt that can hap- 
pen. I know that my political and miniſterial lik 
© has, by ſome gentlemen, been long wiſhed at an 


end, but they may ask their own diſappointeſ , 
hearts, how vain their wiſhes have been; and aÞ% tj 
for my natural life, I have lived long enough i j« 
learn to be as eaſy about parting with it as any maÞF« 4, 
can well be. 4 fl 
As to thoſe clamours, Sir, which have been ra y, 

© ſed without doors, and which are now ſo much in 0 
« ſiſted on, it is very well known by whom, and “ ſo 

by what methods they were raiſed, and it is no diff gj 
© ficult matter to gueſs with what views; but I an be 

very far from taking them to be the tenſe of tha a 
© nation, or believing that the ſentiments of the g:Þ* c 

« nerality of the people were thereby expreſſed. Th re 

© moſt part of the people concerned in thoſe clamouf nc 

did not ſpeak their own ſentiments,they were pla m 

© by others, like ſo many puppets z it was not th ve 

« puppets that ſpoke, it was thoſe behind the curtag th 

that plaid them, and made them ſpeak whateva hy 

© they had a mind, E ſti 

There is now, Sir, a moſt extraordinary conf co 

© courſe of people at our door; I hope it will no ha 


© be faid, that all thoſe people came there of them 
© ſelves naturally, and without · any inſtigation from 
711 5 6 othe 
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others; for to my certain knowledge, ſome very 
off 7 odd methods were uſed to bring ſuch multitudes 
e 7 © hither ; circular letters, Sir, were wrote, and were 
en 2 © ſent by the beadles in the moſt public and moſt un- 
te. precedented manner, round almoſt every ward in 
0-þ the city, ſummoning them upon their peril to come 
or don this day to the houſe of Commons: This I E 
me am certain of, becauſe I have now one of thoſe } 
Tet letters in my pocket, ſigned by a deputy of one of | 


4 FAY "Es 


the greateſt wards in the city of London, and ſent f 
by the beadle to one of the inhabitants of that ward; | 
ted and I know that ſuch letters were ſent in the ſame 1 
all manner, almoſt to every liveryman and tradeſman 
in that ward. By the ſame ſort of unwarrantable ; 
methods have the clamours been raiſed almoſt in $ 
every other part of the nation. ; 
Gentlemen may ſay what they pleaſe of the mul- 
titudes now at our door, and in all the avenues 
leading to this houſe ; they may call them a mo- 
deft multitude if they will, but whatever temper 
they were in when they came hither, it may be 
very much altered now, after having waited fo 
long at our door; it may be a very eaſy matter for 
ſome deſigning ſeditious perſon to raiſe a tumult and 
diſorder among them, and when tumults are once 
begun no man knows where they may end; he is 
a greater man than any I know in the nation, that 
could with the fame eaſe appeaſe them; for this 
reaſon I muſt think, that it was neither prudent 
nor regular to uſe any methods for bringing ſuch 
multitudes to this place, under any pretence whate- 
ver. Gentlemen may give them what name they 
think fit; it may be ſaid, that they came hither as 
humble ſupplicants, but I know whom the law calls 
ſturdy beggars, and thoſe who brought them hither 
could not be certain, but that they might have be- 
haved in the ſame manner, | 


— —ũ—ͤ — ——— — — 
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being ſome diſorder in the committee, and the que. 
ſtion loudly called for, Sir John Hynd Cotton got up 
and ſpoke thus. To order, Sir, I hope you wi 


Hy, alettou's g 
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Sir John Barnard then got up to ſpeak, but ther . 5 


call gentlemen to order; there is now a gentleman} . d 
up to ſpeak ; a gentleman who ſpeaks as well a} - 


* = 1 a 
any gentleman in this houſe, and who deſerves at. ni 
tentian as much as any gentleman that ever ſpoke 
* 3 as - — 1 20 
in this houſe: Beſides, Sir, he is one of the repre m 


W N ak Bo: WY BE 


« 


Sir Jahn Barnard went on in ſubſtance as follows} ? 


c 


c 


0 


ſentatives of the greateſt and the richeſt city in E % fi 
rope, a city which is greatly intereſted in this de 
bate, and therefore he muſt be heard; and I de, * 
fire, Sir, that you will call to order, that the com] 
mittee may ſhew him, at leaſt, that reſpect that“ 
due to every gentleman who is a member of th. 
houſe.” 


After which the committee being called to order} 1 


nd We 


Sir, I know of no irregular or unfair methods tha 
were uſed to call people from the city to you 
door; it is certain, that any ſet of gentlemen of” LI 
merchants may lawfully deſire their friends, the? 
may even write letters, and they may ſend tho, 
letters by whom they pleaſe, to deſire the mer 
chants of figure and character to come down to th} | 
court of Requeſts and to our lobby, in order t 
ſolicit their friends and acquaintances againſt an 


IX - | 
3 
— 


ſcheme or project which they think may be preju 
dicial to them. This, Sir, is the undoubted right? 
of the ſubject, and what has been always practiledF* An 
upon all occaſions, The honourable gentlemai? 
talks of ſturdy beggars z I do not know what ſor? An 
of people may be now at our door, becauſe 


* 


have not lately been out of the houſe, but I believÞ? a; 
they are the ſame {ſort of people that were ther 

when I came laſt into the houſe, and then, Sir, I Af 
can aſſure you, that I ſaw none but ſuch as deſervit * 
the name of ſturdy beggars as little as the * r 
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ere ple gentleman Himſelf, or any gentleman whate- 
ue. ver. It is well known, that the city of London 
up was ſufficiently appriſed of what we were this day 
to be about; where they got their information I 
do not know, but I am very certain that they had 
| a * avery right notion of the ſcheme which has been 
ar * now opened to us, and they were fo generally and 
= zealouſly bent againſt it, that whatever methods 
De. (may have been uſed to call them hither, I am 
ure it would have been impoſſible to have found 
de} any legal methods to have prevented their coming 


de. ( hither, 

Om -] ä 
at 9 There were ſeveral other gentlemen ſpoke, both 
cg jor and againſt the ſcheme, and at laſt the queſtion 
vas put upon the motion made by Mr. Chancellor 
OY of the Exchequer, whereupon they came to a diviſi- 


on; and as this affair is ſtill much talked of, we 
all give the moſt correct lift we could procure, of 
thoſe who voted on each fide of the queſtion, 


Liſt of thoſe whowoted for the queſtion, and conſequent- 
| > by for the EXCISE SCHEME. 1 


1 T. Winnington, Droitwich, Worceſterſhire, one of 
|: the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, Teller. 


LS T ON Sir Rowland, Bedfordſhire, 
Andrews Townſhend, Hindon, deputy pay- 


O maſter. 
+7 Anſtruther Sir John, Fifeſhire, maſter of the king's 
works in Scotland. 
t o Anſtruther Philip, Anſtruther, Sc. colonel of a regi- 


uſc ment, and ſince made deputy governor of Minorca, 


Ne"! Arundel Hon. Richard, Knareſborough, Yorkſhire, 
er ſurveyor general of the works. 


_ | Aſhe Edward, Heytſbury, Wilts, com. of trade. 


ler. 


a | ' 
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Afſhburnham Sir William, Haſtings, Suſſex, cham- 
berlain of the Exchequer, and commiſſioner of the 
alienations. 
Auſten Sir Robert, New Romney, Kent. 
Bacon Waller, Norwich, commiſſary at Minorca. 
Bacon Sir Edmund, Thetford, Norfolk, hath a 
grant of crown lands at Chatham, and a brother in 
the cuſtoms. 
Baker Hercules, Hythe, Kent, captain in the navy, 
Bateman William, Lord Viſcount Leominſter, 
Beauclerk Lord Vere, Windſor, commiſſioner of the 
navy, and captain of a man of war. | 
Bennet Thomas, Nottinghamſhire. 


Barkeley hon. Henry, Glouceſterſhire, colonel of 5 


horſe grenadiers. 

Bladen Martin, Stockbridge, commiſ of trade. 

Bladen Thomas, Steyning, Suſſex, e to Mar- 
tin Bladen. ' 

Bond John, Corf-caſtle, Dorſetſhire. 

Bradſhaigh Sir Roger, Wigan, Lancaſhire, 

Bridgman Sir Orlando, Bletchingly, Surrey, com- 

miſſioner of trade. 

Briſtow Robert, Winchelſea, Suſſex, clerk of the 
green-cloth. 

Britiffe Robert, Norwich. 

Brodie Alexander, Elginſhire, Hon King at arms, 

Bromley Henry, Cambridgeſhire. 

Brookſbank Stamp, Colcheſter, director of the batt. 

Brudenell hon. James, Andover, Hants, comm:/. of 
trade, and ſince made groom of the bedebamber. 


Burchet Joſiah, Sandwich, Leut, ſecretary of the Þ 


admiralty. 


Burton William, Rutland. 


Butler James, Suſſex, 


Byng hon. Robert, Plymouth, Devon, comm. of 


the navy. 
Campbel John, Pembrokeſhire. 


Campbell John, Dunbartonſhire, groom of i. bed: 
chamber to the King, 


Campbe 11 
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Campbell John, Edinburgh city. 
Campbell Sir James, Shire of Argyle. 


N. 
the 


ar- 


1 
1 


* 
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Campbell Daniel, Glaſgow, Sc. his eldeſt ſon a 


4 
5 


commiſſioner of the cuſtoms, and another ſon receiver 
general in Scotland. 


5 Campbell Peter, burgh of Elgin, Sc. an officer in 


the Houſbold, and fence made deputy governor of 
Portſmouth. 


. Carey Walter Clifton, Dartmouth, Sc. clerk of the 


council, and ſecretary to the Lord Lieut. of Ireland, 


Carr William, Newcaſtle on Tine. 


Carnarvon Marqueſs of, Hereford, Lord of the bed- 


chamber to the Prince. 


; Chamberlayn George, Buckingham. 
Cholmondeley James, Boſſiny, Cornwal, major of 


the horſe-guards, and governor of Cheſter-caſtle. 


| Churchill Charles, Caſtle-rifing, Norfolk, colone! of 


a regiment of dragoons, and governor of Plymouth. 


Clarke Sir Thomas, Hereford. 

Clayton Sir William, Bletchingly, Surrey. 
Clayton William, Weitminiter, Lord of the treaſury. 
Clifton Sir Robert, Retford, Nottinghamſhire, 
Clutterbuck Thomas, Leſkard, Cornwal, Lord of 


the admiralty. 


Cockburn John, ſhire of Haddingtoun. 
' Conduit John, Whitchurch, Southampton, maſter 


worker of the mint. 


Cope Sir John, Southampton county, 
Cope John, Leſkard, Cornwal, colonel of a regiment. 
Coppleſton Thomas, Kellington, Cornwal, bath 4 


place in Ireland. 


| Corbet William, Montgomery, Flintſhire. 
| Cornwallis hon. Jon, Eye, Suffolk, equerry to the 


Prince. 


| Cornwallis hon. col, Stephen, Eye, Suffolk, colonel 


of a regiment, 


Cotton Sir Robert, Saliſbury, Cheſhire. 


| Cracherode Anthony, Leſtwithiel, Comwal, joint 


ſolicitor to the treaſury. þ | 
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Croft Sir Archer, Boralſton, Devonſhire, commiſſi loner 


of trade. 
Croſſe John, Wotton-baſſet, Wilts. 


Crowle George, Kingſton on Hull, commiſſioner of 8 


victualling. 

Cunningham Henry, ſhire of Stirling, commiſſioner 
of the muſters in Scotland. 

D*Anvers Joſeph, Bramber, Suſſex. 

Darcy Sir Conyers, Richmond, Yorkſhire, contro]- 
ler of the houſhold. 

Docminique Paul, Gatton, Surrey, commiſ. of trade. 


Doddington George, Bridgwater,Somerſetſhire, Lord 


of the treaſury. 

Douglas Robert, Orkney and Zetland, an officer in 
the army. 

Downing, Sir George, Dunwich, Suffolk. 

Drummond John, burgh of Perth, director of the 
. Eaſt-India company, and commiſſary for ſettling 
commerce, 

Duckett William, Caln, Wilts, major of the horſe 
grenadiers. 

Dunbar Patrick, Bute and Caithneſs. 

Duncombe Anthony, New Sarum. 

Earle Gyles, Malmeſbury, Wilts, clerk of the green- 
. cloth. 

-Earle Capt. William Rawlinſon, Malmeſbury, Wilts, 
fence made clerk of the ordnance, 

Edgcumbe Richard Plympton, Devonſhire, vice- 
treaſurer of Ireland, 

Edwards Samuel Wenlock, Salop, under-teller of 
the Exchequer. 

Elliot Richard, St. Germains, Cornwal, auditor ge- 
neral to the Prince. 

Erſkine Thomas, burgh of Stirling, coal in the 


army, 3 
Erſkine Charles, ſhire of Dumfries, ſolicitor general | 


for Scotland. 
Evans Richard, Queenſburgh, Kent, deputy gover- 
nor ** Sheernefß, and captain of dragons. 


i Evelyn 
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f Evelyn John, Helſton, Cornwal, groom of the bed- 


chamber to tbe Prince. 


Eversfield Charles, Horſham, Suſſex. 

Euyles Francis, Devizes, captain in the army. 

- Fane John, Buckingham, captain of a troop of horſe. 
- Fane Francis, Taunton, Somerſetſhire, n to 


the Prince, 


* Farrington Thomas, St. Michael, Cornwal, receiver 


of the revenue of Wales. 


g Finch hon. Henry, Malton, Yorkſhire, 
Fitzroy Charles, Thetford, Norfolk, cornet, and 


maſter of the tennis-court. 


| Fitzwilliams Viſc. Fowey, Cornwal, 
Forbes Duncan, Fortroſe, Inverneſs, Sc. Lord ad- 


vocate for Scotland. 


N Forbes Sir Arthur, Aberdeenſtüre. 
Forteſcue William, Newport, Hants, ſecretary to 


the chancellor of the Exchequer. 


ö Fox Stephen, Shaftſpury, Dorſetſhire. 
Frankland Sir Thomas, Thirſk, Yorkſhire, Lord if 


the admiralty. 


| Gage, Sir William, Seaford, Suſſex. | 
 Gallway Lord Viſc. Clithero, Lancaſhire. 
; Gibſon Thomas, Marlborough, Wilts, ſcrivener ta 


Sir R. Walpole. 


Glenorchy Lord Viſc. Saltaſh, Cornwal, envoy 10 


the court of Denmark. 


* Gough Sir Henry, Totneſs, Devonſhire. 

Gould Nathaniel, Wareham, Dorſetſhire. 

Gould John, Shoreham, Suſſex, 

Grant Sir James, Inverneſs ſhire, twvo brothers offi- 


cers in the army, 


Gregory George, Boroughbridge, Yorkſhire, fre- 


keeper of the ordnance. 


N Griffith John, Carnarvonſhire, captain in the army. 
SGrimſton William Lord Viſc. St. Albans. 
' Hales, Thomas, Camelford, Cornwal, clerk 5 the 


N 
Hales 
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Hales Sir Thomas, Canterbury, Kent. 

Hamilton Alexander, ſhire of Linlithgow, ſecretary 
to the Prince of Wales for Scotland. 

Hamilton Lord Archibald, Lanerkſhire, Lord of 
the admiralty. 

Hamilton John, Wendover, Bucks. 

Handaſyd Roger, Huntingdon, colonel of a regiment, 

Harbord Harbord, Nortolk. 

Harris John, Helſton, Cornwal. 

Harriſon George, Hertford. 

Heathcote Sir John, Bodmin, Cornwal. 

Hedges John, Boſſiny, Cornwal, treaſurer to the Prince. 


Henley Holt Henry, Lyme, Dorſetſhire, clerk f 


the pipe. 

Herbert Henry Arthur, Ludlow, Salop. 

Herbert hon. Robert, Wilton, Wilts, commifioner 
of the revenue in Ireland. 

Heron Patrick, Kirkbright ſtewarty. 

Hervey John Lord, St. Edmundsbury, Suffolk, 

vice chamberlaiu to the king*s houſhold, and ſince 
made a peer. 

Hinxman Joſeph,Chriſtchurch, Southampton, wood- 
ward of the new foreſt. | 

Houghton Sir Henry, Preſton, Lancaſhire, 

Hope Thomas, Maidſtone, Kent. | 

Hoſte James, Bramber, Suſſex, couſin to Sir Robert 
Walpole. | 

Hotham Sir Charles, Beverly, Yorkſhire, colonel of 
a regiment, and groom of the bedchamber. 

Howard Charles, Carliſle, Cumberland, colonel of 

'" the guards. 

Howarth Sir Humphry, Radporſhire. 

Hucks William, Wallingford, Berks, brewer to the 
King's houſbold. 

Hucks Robert, Abingdon, Berks, bis ſon. 

Huxley George, Newport, Hants, mufter-maſter 

general. / | 3 


Jekyll Sir Joſeph, Rygate, Surry, maſter of the rolls. 


Jen- 


e 
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© Jennings Sir John, Rocheſter, Kent, Governor of 
Greenwich Hoſpital, 
Ingoldeſby Thomas, Ayleſbury, Bucks. 
f | Ingram Henry, Horſham, Suſſex, commiſ. of the 
tores at Gibraltar, 
Jews John, Bridport, Dorſet. | 
!, Kelſal Henry, St, Michael, Cornwal, clerk of the 
treaſury. | 
Knight John, Sudbury, Suffolk. 
Knollys Henry, St. Ives, Cornwal. 
Lane Sir Richard, Worceſter, whoſe ſon is com. of 
e. bhawhkers and pedlars, 
of | Laroche John, Bodmin, Cornwal, 
CLeathes Carteret, Sudbury, Suffolk, 
 Leheup Iſaac, Grampound, Cornwal, Þrother-in- 
er | law to Hor. Walpole. 
Lewis Thomas, Radnor, his brother has a good place 
in the cuſtoms. 8 
k, | Lewis Thomas, New Sarum, Hants, 
ce | Liddel George, Berwick. 
Liſburne Lord Viſc, Cardiganſhire. 
d- Lockyer Charles, Ilcheſter, Somerſetſhire, gentleman 
of the privy-chamber. 
Lloyd Richard, Cardigan, 
Lloyd Philip, Chriſtchurch, Hants, captain of dra- 
|  £oons, 

Longueville Charles, Eaſtlow, Cornwal, auditor to 
of ©® the Queen, | 
* Lowther Sir William, Pontefra&t, Yorkſhire. 
of | Lowther hon. Anthony, Weſtmoreland, com. of 

* the revenue in Ireland. 

Lumley John, Arundel, Suſſex, 
tbe | Lyttleton Sir Thomas, Worceſterſhire, lord of the 

' admiralty, | 

| Malpas Lord Viſc. Windſor, Berkſhire, maſter of 
ler the horſe to the Prince. 

Manners Lord William, Leiceſterſhire, lord of the 

ls, | Gedchamber to the King, 
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Martin Thomas, Wilton, Wilts. | 


| Medlycot Thomas, Milbourn-port, Som. commiſſi- 


oner of the revenue in Ireland. | 

1 Sir Roger, Kent, an officer of Dover- 
caſtle, ' | 

Micklethwait Lord, Kingſton on Hull. 

Middleton John, Aberdeen, Montroſe, Sc. col. of 
a regiment, 

Mill Sir Richard, Midhurſt, Suſſex. 

Monro Sir Robert, Kirkwall, Tain, Sc. His brother 
captain of an independent company. 

Monro John, Roſsſhire. | 

Monſon George, Great Grimſby, Lincoln. 

Montague hon. Edward, Northampton, col. of 4 
regiment, and governor of Hull. 

Mordaunt John, Pontefract, Yorkſhire, col. of the 


guards. 

More Robert, Biſhop's caſtle, Salop. 

Morgan Thomas, Town of Brecon. 

Morton Matthew Ducie, Tregony, Cornwal, 

Murray John, Selkirk, Peebles, Cc. 

Naſmith, Sir James, Shire of Peebles. 

Neale John, Coventry, husband to one of the Queen's 
bed:hamber women. 

Nicoll Sir Charles Counter, Peterbor. Northam, 

Norton Thomas, Edmundſbury, Suffolk, Iieutenant 
governor of Chealſea College, 

Offley Crew, Bewdley, Worceſterſhire, gentleman of 
the privy chamber. 

or Arthur, [Speaker] Surrey, chancellor to the 

Ween, 

Onſlow Richard, Guilford, col. f the guards, and 
adjutant general, | 

Orlebar John, Bedford. 

Owen Williams, Pembroke town, 

Oxendon Sir George, Sandwich, Kent, lord of the 
treaſury. : . 

Papillon David, Rumney, Kent, 


Parſons 
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7 ' Parſons Henry, Maldon, Eſſex, com. of victualling, 


purveyor of Chelſea College, 


ö New e Weymouth, Dorſetſhire, com. of the 


Fett Henry, Northallerton, Yorkſhite. 
Pelham hon. Henry, Suſſex, pay-maſter general of 


the army. 


z Pelham Thomas, Lewis, Suſſex, com. of trade, 
Pelham Thomas, Lewis, Suſſex, ſecretary to the 


embaſſy in France. 


| Pelham James, Newark, Nottingh. ſecretary to the 


Prince, and to the lord chamberlain. 


Pelham Thomas, junior, Haſtings, Suſſex, 
Percival Lord Viſc. Harwich, Eſſex. 

Piers Col. William, Wells, Somerſetſhire. 

Pitt John, Camelford, Cornwal, col. of the guards, 
Pitt Thomas, Oakhampton, Devon. 

Polhill David, Rocheſter, Kent, keeper of the records 


in the n 


i Powlet Lord Harry, Southamptonſh. fince made a 


lord of the admiralty. 


Powlet William, Lymington, Southamp. 
Povwlet Norton, ſenior, Petersfield, Hants. 
> Powlet Norton, junior, Wincheſter. 


Powlet Charles Armand, Newton, Hants, lieute- 
nant-colonel of horſe grenadiers. 

Price Uvedale, Weobly, Herefordſhire. 

Pulteney Henry, Heydon, Yorkſhire, col. of the 
guards, and equerry to the King. 

Purvis George, Aldborough, Suffolk, captain in the 
Havy. 

Ramſden John, Apulby, Weſtmoreland. 

Read Sir Thomas, Cricklade, Wilts, clerk of the 
green-cloth, 

Read George, Tewkſbury, Glouceſterſhire, major 
of the guards. 

Rich Sir Robert, St. Ives, Cornwal, col. of borſe, 
and groom of the bed-chamber to the king. ] 


Roberts 
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Roberts Gabriel, Chippenham, Wilts. 
Robinſon Sir Thomas, Thirſk, Yorkſhire, 


Rutherford James, Selkirkſhire, commiſſary of Pee- 


bles. 
St. Quintin Matthew Chitty, Old Sarum. 


Saunders Sir George, Queenborough, commiſſioner x 


of the navy. 
Scot Robert, Forfarſhire. 
Scrope hon. John, Briſtol, ſecretary of the treaſury. 
Selwyn John, Whitchurch, Hants, treaſurer to the 
Queen, &c. | 
Shannon Lord Viſcount, Grinſtead in Suſſex, capt, 
of a troop of guards, 
Shaw Sir John, Renfrewſhire, com. for preventing 
the importation of Iriſh meal into Scotland. 
Shelly Sir John, Arundel, Suſſex, his brother one 
of the commiſſioners of the ſalt duty. 
Sinclair James, Dyſart, Kirkaldie, Sc. major of a 
regiment of foot-guards, 
Sloper William, Great Bedwin, Wilts, deputy cof- 
erer. 
Smelt Leonard, Northallerton, Yorkſhire, clerk of 
the ordnance. | 
Speke George, Taunton, Somerſetſhire, 
Stanhope Charles, Aldborough, Yorkſhire, 
Stewart William, Air, Irwin, Sc. pay-maſter of the 
Pu-. | 
Sutherland hon. William, Sutherlandſhire. 
Sutton Richard, Newark, Nottinghamſhire, col. of 
a regiment, and fince governor of Guernſey, 
Talbot Charles, Durham, ſolicitor general. 
Thompſon William, Scarborough, Yorkſhire, com- 
miſſioner for vittualling, 
Thompſon Richard, Reading, Berks. 
Thornhill Sir James, Melcomb, Dorſ. King's painter. 
Tilſon Chriſtopher, Cricklade, Wilts, clerk of the 
treaſury | 
Towers Chriſtopher, Lancaſter, reverſſonary auditor 
of the impreſs, 13 
LEES | Towers 
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Towers Thomas, Wareham, Dorſetſnire, reperſia- 
nary auditor of the impreſs, 

Townſhend hon. Hor. Heytſbury, Wilts, 

Townſhend hon. Thomas, Cambridge Univerſity, 
Teller of the Exchequer. 

Treby George, Clifton, Dartmouth, Sc. maſter of 
the houſhold. 

Trenchard George, Pool, Dorſetſhire. | 

Tuffnel Samuel, Colcheſter, commiſſioner for fettling 
commerce. 

Turner Sir Charles, Lynn, zeller of the Exchequer. 

Tylney Earl, Eſſex. 

Tyrconnel Lord Viſc. Grantham, Lincolnſhire. 

Tyrrel James, Boroughbr. Yorkſhire, col. of a at 
giment. 

Vincent Harry, Guilford. 

Wade Gen. George, Bath, col. of a regiment of horſe, 
and fince made governor of Fort William. 

Wager Sir Charles, Portſmouth, Hants, firft lord 
of the admiralty. 

Walker Thomas, Weſtlow, Cornw. ſurveyor general 
of his Majeſty*s land-revenues. 

Walpole Right hon. Sir Robert, Lynn, Norfolk, 
Chancell. of the Exchequer and lord of the treaſury. 

Walpole Horatio, Yarmouth, cofferer and auditor 
of the plantations. 

Walpole Edward, Leſtwithiel, Cornw. ſon of Sir 
Robert Walpole, joint ſecretary of the treaſury, 
and collector imwards of the cuſtoms. 

Walter Peter, Winchelſea, Suſſex, clerk of the peace 
for the county of Middleſex, &c. 

Wardour William, Calne, Wilts. 

Wentworth Sir William, Malton, Yorkſhire. 

White Thomas, Retford, Nottinghamſhire. 

Whitworth Francis, Minchead, Somerſetſhire, ſur- 
veyor of his Majeſty*s woods. 


Willes John, Weſtlow, Cornwal, chief juſtice f 


Cheſter. 


; Williams Sir Nicholas, Carmarthenſhire, 
N Williams Hughs, Angleſea. Wills 
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Wills Sir Charles, Totneſs, Devonſhire, colonel of 4 

regiment of guards, and lieutenant general of the 
ordnance. 

Woollaſton William, Ipſwich. 

Wyndham Thomas, Pool, Dorſetſhire, Couſin 10 


Mr. Doddington. | | 
Wynne Thomas, Carnarvon, clerk of the green-cloth. 


Young Sir William, Honiton, Devonſhire, lord of 
- the treaſury. 

York Sir Philip, Seaford, Suſſex, attorney general. 
York John, Richmond, Yorkſhire, 


Total for the Exciſe, with the Teller, 266. 


Sir Thomas Pendergraſs was not returned till the que- 
ſtion was carried in the committee, but appeared 
upon the report, and voted for the Exciſe. 
Francis Knollys abſent in the committee, but appeared 
upon the report, and voted againſt the Exciſe. 


n 


Liſ of thoſe who voted againſt the Queſtion, and 
conſequently againſt the EXCISE SCHEME. 


S. SANDYS, Teller. 


A BDY Sir Robert, Eſſex, 
Aiſlabie William, Rippon, Yorkſhire. 


Alington Marmaduke, Agmondeſham. 


Anneſly Francis, Weſtbury, Wilts. 
Aſtley Sir John, Salop-town. 
Aſton Sir Thomas, Liverpool, Lancaſhire, 


Bacon Thomas, Cambridge. 


Bacon Sir Edmund, Norfolk. 


- Bagot Sir Walter, Wagſtaff, Staffordſhire, 


Banks John, Corf-caſtle, Dorſetſhire. | 
Banks Joſhua, Peterborough, Northamptonſhire, 
Barnard Sir John, LONDON, "= 
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Barrington Sir John, Newtoun, Hants. 
Bathurſt Peter, Cirenceſter. 


4 Bathurſt Benjamin, Glouceſter. 


= Belfield John, Exeter. 

| Berkely hon. George, Dover, 

” Bevan Arthur, Carmarthen. 

Bold Peter, Wigan, Lancaſhire, 

= Boſcawen Hugh, Truro, Cornwal. 

Bowes George, Durham-county. 

© Bowles William, Bridport, Dorſetſhire. 

> Bramſton Thomas, Malden, Eſſex. 

© Broke Philip, Ipſwich, Suffolk. 

= Bromley illiam, Warwick. 

Browne 5 Dorcheſter. 

Bulkeley Lord Viſcount, Beaumaris, Angleſea. 
Burrard Paul, Yarmouth, Iſle of Wight. 
Burrel peter, Haſlemere, Surrey, 

Cæſar Charles, Hertfordſhire. 

Carew Sir William, Cornwal. 

Cartwright Thomas, Northampton. 

© Caſwal Sir George, Leominſter, Herefordſhire, 
© Chafin George, Dorſetſhire. 
Charlton St. John, Bridgenorth, Salop. 
Chetwynd Lord Viſcount, Staffordſhire, 

| Chetwynd John, Stockbridge, Hants. 
Child Sir Francis, Middleſex. 

Childe William-Laycon, Salop-county. 

> Cholmondely Charles, Cheſhire. 

Clarke Godfrey, Derbyſhire. 
Cocks James, Rygate, Surrey. 
Coffin Richard, Barnſtaple, Devonſhire. 
{ou ton George, No pton. 

rabury Lord Viſcount, Oxford Univerſity. 

Pee na. Velters, Herefordſhire. 
Cotton Sir John Hynde, Cambridge-town. 
Courtenay Sir William, Devonſhire. 
' Criſp Thomas, Ilcheſter, Somerlſetſhire. 
Curzon Sir Nathaniel, Derbyſhire. 


Vor, XI, F Dal- 
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Dalrymple Col. John, Burgg of Wigtoun. 
Dalrymple Sir James, Burgh of Haddington 
Dalrymple hon. Col. William, Shire of yes | 
Davers Sir Jermyn,. Suffolk, 

Devereux hon. Price, Montgomeryſhire, 

Digby hon. Edward, Warwickſhire, 

Drax Henry, 1.yme, Dorſetſhire. 

Drewe Francis, Exeter. 


Dondaſs Robert, Shire of Edinburgh. 


Elton Sir Abraham, Briſtol. 


Eyles Sir John, London. 

Eyles Sir Joſeph, Southwark. 

Fazakerley Nicholas, Preſton, Lancaſhire. 

Fenwick Nicholas, Newcaſtle upon Tine, 

Finch hon. John, 'Higham-ferrers, North, 

Finch hon. John, Maidſtone, Kent, 

Foley Edward, Droitwich, Worceſterſhire. 

Forteſcue hon. Theoph. Barnſtaple, Devon. 

Fuller John, Plimpton, Devon. 

Furneſs Henry, Dover. 

Gage Lord Viſcount, Tewkſbury, Glou. 

Gay Robert, Bath. 

Gower Baptiſt Leveſon, Newcaſtle, Staff. 

Gower hon. Wm. Leveſon, Newcaſtle, Staff. 

Groſvenor Sir Robert, Cheſter. 

Guidott William, Andover, Hants. 

Gybbon Philip, Rye, Suſſex. 

Hall Charles, Lincoln. 

Hanbury John, Monmouthſhire, 

Harley Edward, Herefordſhire, 

Harriſon Thomas, Old Sarum. - | 

Harvey Michael, Milbourn-port, Somerſerſhure. 

Hawkins Philip, Grampound. 

Heathcote William, Southampton. 

Heathcote George, Hindon, Wilts. 

1 John, Durham- county. 
enley Anthony, Southampton. 

Hoby Sir Thou — Ducks. 

— Rogers, Chippenham, Wilts. 
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Hope Sir J. Bruce, Kinroſs and Clackman. 


Howe John, Wiltſhire. 

Howard Henry Lord, Walden Boralſton, Devon. 
HFHylton John, Carliſle, Cumberland. 

> Inwen Thomas, Southwark. 

> Inchequin Earl of, Tamworth, Staff. 

= Tham Sir Juſtin, Northamptonſhire. 
Kemp Sir Robert, Suffolk. 

Kemp Robert, Orford, Suffolk. 

EKeyt Sir William, Warwick. 

> Lawſon Gilfrid, Cumberland. | 

= Lawſon Sir Wilfrid, Cockermouth, Cum, 
Lee Sir Thomas, Bucks, 

Lee George, Brackley, Northamptonſhire. 
Leigh hon. Charles, Bedfordſhire. 

Levinz William, Nottinghamfhire. 

Lewen George, Wallingford, Berks. 
Limerick Lord Viſcount, Wendover, Bucks. 
Liſle Edward, Marlborough, Wilts. 

© Liſter Thomas, Clithero, Lancaſhire. 
Lloyd Saliſbury, Flint-town. 

* Lowther Sir James, Cumberland. 

| Lowther Sir Thomas, Lancaſhire. 

| Lutterel Alexander, Minehead, Somerſet. 

| Lutwyche Thomas, Agmondeſham, Bucks. 
Luſter Richard, Salop- county. 

Mackenzie Sir George, Cromarty and Nairn. 
{ Manſel hon. Buſſy, Cardiff, Glamorganſhire. 


Maſter Thomas, Eirenceſter, Glouceſterſhire. 


| Maſter Legh, Newton, Lancaſhire. 


Meadows Sidney, Truro, Cornwal. 


{ Merril John, St. Albans. 


Methuen hon. Sir Paul, Brackley, Northamp. 
Middleton Sir William, Northumberland. -- 


| Milner Sir William, York. 


Moneux Sir Humphry, Taviſtock, Devonſhire. 


| Morpeth Lord Viſcount Morpech, Northurnb. 


Morrice Sir William, Newport, -Eornwal. 
Moſtyn Sir Roger, Flintſhire: - 
F 2 Mountrath 


A 
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Mountrath Earl of, Caſtle-riſing, Norfolk. 
Newland William, Gatton, Surrey. 
Newton Sir Michael, Grantham, Linc. 
Nightingale Joſeph-Gaſcoign, Stafford, 
Noel hon. Thomas, Rutland. 

Noel Sir Clobery, Leiceſterſhire. 

Norris Sir John, Portſmouth, Hants. 
Northmore William, Oakhampton, Devon. 
Ongley Samuel, Shoreham, Suſſex. 

Parker Winchcomb, Berkſhire. 

Packington Sir Herbert, Worceſterſhire. 
Palmer Thomas, Bridgewater, Somerſet. 
Parſons Humphrey, London. 

Pelham Charles, Beveriey, Yorkſhire. 
Perrot Henry, Oxfordſhire. 

Perry Micaiah, London. 

Peyto William, Warwickfhire. 

Philips Eraſmus, Haverford-weſt, Pemb. 
Plummer Richard, Litchfield, Staff. 
Plummer Walter, Apulby, Weſtmoreland. 
Plumtree John, Biſhops-caſtle, Salop. 
Pottinger Richard, Reading. 

Powlet Lord Naſſaw, Lymington, Southamp. 
Pulteney William, Heydon, Yorkſhire. 
Raſhleigh Jonathan, Fowey, Cornwal. 
Reynell Richard, Aſhburton, Devonſhire, 
Rolle Henry, Devonſhire. 

Rowney Thomas, Oxford-city. 

Ruſhout Sir Fohn, Eveſham, Worceſterſhire. 
Sambrooke John, Wenlock, Salop. 
Sambrooke Sir Jer. Vanacker Bt, Bedford. 
St. Aubin Sir John, Cornwal. 

St. John hon. John, Wotton-Baſſet. 
Saunderſon Sir Thomas, Lincolnſhire. 
Scawen Thomas, Surrey, 
Scor James, Kinkardinſhire. 
Sebright Sir Thomas, Hertfordſhire. 
Seymour Francis, Bedwin, Wilts, 
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Shafto John, Durham: city. 
* Shepheard Samuel, Cambridgeſhire. | 
Shippen William, Newton, Lincolnſhire. 
Shirley hon. Robert, Stamford, Lincolnſhire. 
= Shuttleworth Richard, Lancaſhire. 
* Slingſby Sir Henry, Knareſborough, Yorkſhire. - 
- Somerſet Lord Charles Noel, Monmouthſhire, 
Spencer hon. John, Woodſtock, Oxfordſhire. 
: Stanhope hon. John, Nottingham. 
* Stanhope Sir William, Bucks. 
» Stanhope Charles, Derby. 
Stanley Sir Edward, Lancaſhire. 
* Stapleton, Sir William, Oxfordſhire. 
Talbot John, Ivory, Wilts. 
Taylor Joſeph, Petersfield, Hants. 
* Townſhend hon. Wm. Yarmouth, Norfolk. 
Tremayne Arthur, Launceſton, Cornwal. 
Turner Cholmley, Yorkſhire. 
| Vane Lord Viſcount, Steyning, Suſſex, 
Vane, hon, Henry, St. Maw*s, Cornwal. 
Vaughan, hon, Wm. Gywn, Brecon-county. 
Vernon Sir Charles, Bt. Chipping-Wicomb. 
Vernon George Venables, Litchfield, Staff. 
Vernon Edward, Penryn, Cornwal. 
Vyner Robert, Lincolnſhire. 
Walcot John, Salop- county. 
Waller Edmund, Great Marlow. 
Waller Harry, Chipping-Wicomb, Bucks. 
Ward John, Newcattle, Staffordſhire, 
Warden Bonlace, Nottingham. 
Williams Sir John, Aldborough, Suffelk. 
Willoughby hon. Thomas, Tamworth. 
\ Windham Thomas, Dunwich, Suffolk. 
Windford Thomas, Hereford. 
Wortley Montague Edward, Huntington. 
Wrighte George, Leiceſter. 
Wyndham Sir William, Somerſetſhire. 
ShaftoÞ Wynn Watkin Williams, Denbighſhire. 


F 3 Total 


of the exciſe 
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Total againſt the Exciſe, with the Teller, 205. 


Theſe voted afterwards againſt the Exciſe. 
Edward Rudge. Lord Tyrconnel. 
Sir C. Bunbury. W. Noel. 

Sir C. Biſhop, | R. Jeniſon. 
Sir J. Coryton. Lord C. Cavendiſh. 
Lord J. Cavendiſh. George Clarke. 
E. M. Pleydell. F. Knollys. 
E. Tucker. J. Weaver. 
Sir T. Clarke. T. Horner. | 
Sir E. Deſbouverie. Sir T. Prendergaſt. 
Sir E. Dering. . Gifford. 
T. Bootle. B. Styles. 
Sir G. Beaumont. . Rudge. 
Sir Richard Ellis. J. Tork. 
Lord Coleraine. | 


After the queſtion upon this firſt reſolution. had 
been thus carried in the affirmative, the following 


zz © +» e® 


reſolutions were propoſed and agreed to without any 


? 


2d. That it was the opinion of chat Committee, 


that in lieu of the (aid duties, (viz. thoſe mentioned 
in the firſt reſolution) ſo. to be determined, then 
ſhould be granted to his Majeſty ad inland duty f 
four pence per pound upon all tobacco imported from 


the Britiſh plantations, to be paid before the taking 


the ſame out of the warchoulſe, - 


34. That it was the opinion of that Committee, Þ 
that the inland: duties, to be raiſed and levied upon] 
tobacco, ſhould be appropriated and applied to the 
ſame uſes and purpoſes, as the former duties upon to- 
bacco, to be Uetermined,. Were appropriated and] 


4b. 


applied. 
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the queſtion being propoſed for 
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” 4th, That it was the opinion of that Committee, 


that all fines, penalties, forfeitures, and ſeizures, to 
ariſe by the faid duries, ſhould be applied to the uſe 
of the public, except ſo much thereof as ſhould be 


| allowed to the informers or proſecutors. 


Thus the exciſe-ſcheme triumphed for this firſt day 


in the houſe of Commons, but the debate had laſted 


ſo long, that it was near two o*clock on Thurſday 
morning before the houſe role, and therefore they ad- 
journed over till next day, being Friday the 16th of 
March, on which day they ordered the report to be 


received. 


On Friday the 16th of March, Sir Charles Turner Report of 


71 


the exciſc- 


(according to order) reported to the houſe the reſo- committee» 


lutions the Committee had come to in relation to 
the duties on tobacco. After Sir Charles had read 
the report in his place, and had delivered it in at the 
table, the ſerjeant at arms attending the houſe, was 
ordered to go with the Mace into Veſtminſter- ball, 
and into the court of requeſts, and places adjacent, 
and ſummon the members there to attend the ſervice 


of the houſe, which is a ceremony generally obſer- 


ved when any thing extraordinary 1s to come before 
the houſe, and was accordingly obſerved on the Wed- 
neſday preceding, before the houſe reſolved itſelf into 
a Committee for taking this affair into conſideration. 
After the ſerjeant at arms was returned, the firſt re- 
ſolution the Committee had come to was read, and 
agreeing with the 


Committee in that reſplution, Sir Jobn Barnard ſtood 


up and ſpoke to the effect as follows, viz. 


< Tho? the reſolutions, Sir, which have been now Sir 7 bm 


read to us, were agreed to by a majority of thoſe 
* preſent in the committee, yet I can make no man- 


der of eee 


4 had 


Birnard's 
Speech. 
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© had time to conſider that affair ſeriouſly, there 
will be many of a different opinion from what 
they were of in the committee; for my own part, 
Sir, I muſt ſay, that the more I conſider that 
« ſcheme on which theſe reſolutions are founded, the 
© more objections I find to it, the leſs I find in thoſe 
arguments which were offered in ſupport of it. 
One of the chief ends propoſed by this ſcheme is, 
the preventing of thoſe frauds which have former- 
© ly been committed in the tobacco-trade z but if 
ve particularly examine thoſe frauds, we ſhall find, 
that every one of them may either be prevented 
by the laws already in being, or they are ſuch as 
cannot be effectually prevented by any thing in the 
«* ſcheme propoſed. 

That fraud which has been committed upon the 
« weighing of the tobacco at the cuſtom-houſe, and 
* likewiſe that of exporting one ſort of tobacco for 
another, is altogether owing, as has been already 
* obſerved, to a negle& of duty in the officers, and 
not to any defect in the laws: And as to the frauds 
of running or re-landing tobacco after it has been 
entered for exportation, and has received the draw- 
* backs, which are thoſe by which the public has, 
and always will ſuffer the moſt, there is nothing in 
* the ſcheme that can any way contribute to the pre- 
* venting them; for it is not the manner of collect- 
ing of duties, but the amount of the duties which 
* occaſions ſmuggling or running in all countries and 
in all branches of trade; and ſince the duties on 


tobacco are by this ſcheme to be as high, or very 


* near as high, as they were before, we may expect, 
that there will be as much ſmuggling as there was 
formerly; where the temptation is great, there 
* will be a great many that will run the riſque be it 
ever ſo great. 

As for the warehouſes propoſed, if there be any 
thing in that part of the ſcheme, which may be 
of uſe — ſmuggling, it is not, Sir, _ this 
5 | CR + © {ſcheme 
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« ſcheme that the propoſition owes its birth; it is, 
« Sir, what the merchants themſelves have long ago 
irt, deſired; and for that purpoſe, I drew up ſome 


bd 
22 
- 
E 


hat time ago a clauſe to have been offer'd to this houſe, 
the which I ſhewed to the honourable gentleman on 
oſe © the floor; and at that time the affair would have 
It, been puſhed, but there aroſe ſome diſputes and dif- 
is, | * ferences among the merchants themſelves, which 
er- occaſioned its being deferred: That part of the 
t if! © ſcheme therefore I ſhalt find no fault with, I be- 
nd, lieve no merchant will, but then we would have 
ted it without the laws of exciſe ; for this reaſon the 
1a | © honourable gentleman cries out againſt the mer- 
the | © chants as a very unſeaſonable ſet of men; he ſays 
that they formerly deſired to have warehouſes, and 
the | yet now they refuſe to accept of them. But do 
ind not gentlemen ſee where the difference lies? The 
for | © merchants deſire to have warehouſes without an 
dy | © exciſe, and the honourable gentleman will not it 
ind © ſeems favour us with the one, without loading us 
uds © with the other. 


een | As to what the civil liſt may get by this ſcheme, 


there, I believe it will there remain ; it will never 
be ſent back to the cuſtom-houſe, to anſwer any 
occaſion there may be for it at that place; ſo that 
when the merchant comes to export a quantity of 
| tobacco, 


w- © * it will depend intirely upon the effect the ſcheme 
las, may have in relation to the preventing of frauds; 
in © but it is certain that, if the public revenue get any 
re- thing by the ſcheme, the civil liſt will get in pro- 
Ct- portion, or rather more; for, by what is now 
ich « propoſed, that =” of the duty which goes towards 
ind the civil liſt is ſtil] to be payable upon importation 
on © at the cuſtom-houſe, and to be drawn back on 
ery exportation as before: Now it is manifeſt, that 
8. this will be a great advantage to the civil liſt, and 
vas often a great inconvenience to the merchant; for 
ere once in every ſix weeks that money will be carried 
e it to the Exchequer, and when once it is lodged 
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tobacco, and to call for his drawback, if the com- 
miſſioners have none of that civil liſt money in 
their hands, they cannot apply the produce of any 
© other branch of the public revenue to that uſe, and 
therefore the merchant mult wait for his draw-back 
till ſome new tobacco's be imported; by which 
means the crown may often have the uſe of that 
money, which ſhould have been applied to the 
payment of the merchant, perhaps for near a 
twelve month ata time; and the lying-out of that 
money for ſo long a time may often happen to 
be of dangerous conſequence to the merchant's 
credit. | | 1775 

The honourable gentleman talk'd of making 
* London a free port, I with, Sir, with all my heart 
© he would do ſo; it is certainly what every mer- 
< chant wiſhes to ſee done, and what would greatly 
< contribute to the increaſe and encouragement of 
< the trade of this nation; but how ſuch a pretence 
can be ſet up in favour of the ſcheme now before 
us, I cannot comprehend ; for I can ſee nothing 
in the ſcheme that has the leaſt tendency towards 
producing an effect ſo much to be wiſh*d for: On 
* the contrary, it appears evident to me, that by 
this ſcheme the port of London, and all the other 
ports of the kingdom, will be ſo far from being 
made free, that at every one of them the merchant 
vill be ſubjected to more trouble and expence, 
both upon importation and exportation, than ever 
he was before. Tis true that, upon the importa- 
tion of tobacco, the merchant was formerly obli- 
ged to pay down the whole duties, or give his 


A 


R R * 


bond with ſufficient ſureties for them, but this was 


never any hardſhip upon the merchant, becauſe, if 
he had ready money, he advanced it for the prompt 
< ment of the duties, and he had an allowance 


for ſo doing, which was but a reaſonable allow- 
-< ance, conſidering how long he was ſometimes ob- 


© higed to keep his tobacco on ks hands, betore he 


« met 
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met with a market either for home-conſumption ot 

exportation, and how many months credithe was 

often after that obliged to give to the buyer ; and 

if he had not ready money at command, he could 

formerly give his bond for the whole duties with 

two ſufficient ſureties, which a man of tolerable 

credit could always eaſily find; whereas, by this 

ſcheme, it ſeems, every merchant- importer of to- 

bacco muſt pay ſome part of the duties at the en- 

try, let him make what ſhift he will for the mo- 
ney, which to a poor man is a new hardſhip, and 
to a rich man, the payment of that part of the du- 
ties in ready money is a greater hardſhip than the 
payment of the whole, conſidering that he has no 
allowance for prompt payment, as to that part of 
the duties which he is obliged to pay in ready 
money. 

I am ſurpriſed, Sir, to hear any gentleman ſay, 
that brewers make no complaints on account of 
their being ſubjected to the laws of exciſe : I do 
© fot know what ſort of brewers rhoſe gentlemen 
may converſe with, but I never converſed with any 

* who did not complain of it as a very great griev= 
* ance, nor did I ever meet with any who could not 
give very good, and ſubſtantial reaſons for their 
complaints. There are many particular ways by 
© which the officers of exciſe may be troubleſome 
. 

c 

c 
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and vexatious to the brewer, but there is one which 
is generally practiſed all over the kingdom, and 
that is, that thoſe officers not only gauge and take 
an account of their liquors, but likewiſe oblige the 
brewers to ſhew them their books as often as they 
have a mind, by which means they not only pry 
into all the fecrets and myſteries of their trade, but 
© ikewiſt into their circumſtances and fortunes, . Can 
© any gentleman look upon this as no grievance? I8 
it not a hardſhip upon any man, to have the ſecrets 
and myſteries of his trade expoſed to every hctle 
fellow whom the commiſſioners of exciſe ſhallpleaſe 
a © to 
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© to put in authority over him? But is it not ſtill a 
greater hardſhip for a man to be obliged to diſco- 
ver his circumſtances to one who is an utter ſtran- 
< ger to him, perhaps to one who is his moſt impla- 
cable enemy? | 

The honourable gentleman, I find, Sir, values 
* himſelf much upon the ſmall increaſe of exciſe- 
* officers that is to be made by his ſcheme, but then 
he ſeems to forget the warehouſe-keepers : They, 
as well as the other officers of exciſe, are all to be 
© named by the crown and paid by the public, con- 
« ſequently they are certainly to be called officers of 
the revenue: They will be as expenſive to the 
public, and as great ſlaves to the adminiſtration, 
< as any other ſort of officers whatever, As there are 
a great number of tobacco-warehouſes in Britain, 
there muſt be a great number of them employed 
to attend thoſe warehouſes as often as there ſhall be 
* occaſion for them, otherwiſe it will be impoſſible 
for the merchant to manage or diſpoſe of the 
* goods he has there lodged ; from whence I muſt 
© conclude, that the number of thoſe warehouſe- 
* keepers will be much more than double the num- 
ber of the other new officers to be added by this 
* ſcheme. 

Gentlemen ſeem to make light of the trouble 
that merchants will be put to by thoſe warehouſe- 
* keepers; they think it will be no inconvenience 
* to the merchant to be debarred all acceſs to his 
goods, but at thoſe hours when the warehouſe- 

keeper 1s to be obliged to attend him. Thoſe 
who argue at this rate, ſeem to know but little of 
the various accidents that happen in trade; but 
this is not the only inconvenience that even the 
merchant is to be expoſed to by this ſcheme z he 
muſt, for every quanrity of tobacco he ſells, make 
a journey, or ſend a meſſenger to the permit-office 
tor a permit, which muſt neceſſarily put him to a 
great deal of trouble, and alſo to a great expence ; 
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and therefore, that the merchant may be as much 
| ceaſed as poſſible, I hope that, as ſoon as thoſe pub- 
© «© lic warehouſes are all appointed, there will be two 
= © little lodges like centry-boxes, built ſomewhere 
© «< adjoining to each warehouſe, one for the ware- 
 <© houſe-keeper, and the other for the officer who is 
= © to grant the permit. 


It has been ſaid, that liberty has nothing to do 


iin the queſtion now before us; but, in my opini- 
on, if it is not deeply concerned in this queſtion, 
* © jt never can be concerned in any queſtion that can 
come before this houfe : Is not every man's houſe 


looked on as his aſylum ? Is then the giving a 


© power to any little paltry exciſe-man to enter peo- 
plwKkẽù's houſes, at all times of the day and night, no 
 * incroachment upon the liberty of thoſe people? It 
© jt is not an incroachment upon a man's liberty, it 


certainly is a very direct one upon his property, 


and of conſequence it will be found to be an in- 


croachment upon his liberty; for can any man be 
© ſaid to be free, who muſt ſubmit to, and be the 
© humble ſlave of his exciſe-man, otherwiſe he muſt 
expect no quiet or comfort within his own dwet- 
* ling-houſe : The moſt blameleſs conduct cannot 
« ſecure him againſt vexation, and no man can be 
* faid to be free, who cannot depend upon his inno- 
© cence for his protection: An officer, inveſted with 
« ſuch power, may fall upon twenty ways to teize 
© and vex the moſt innocent man upon earth: 1 
* know that one of my acquaintance, who has the 
* misfortune to be ſubject to the laws of exciſe alrea- 
dy in being, was, for a conſiderable time together, 
regularly viſited by his exciſe-man at the hour the 
family went to dinner; and if they had but civil- 
© ly aſked the gentleman to call at any other time, 
© his immediate anſwer was, No, Sir, Pm in a hur- 
* ry, I have a great deal of other buſineſs to attend 
* beſides yours; I muſt immediately viſit ſuch a place, 
© if you will not allow me I muſt go, and 1 know what 
| © to 


78 


Sir Thomas 


Robia ſon 5 
— 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1733. 


et do. By this rude behaviour the whole family 
Was diſturbed, and one of chem was always obli- 
* 3 to get up from dinner, in order to go and let 

© him viſit ſuch places in the houſe as he had 
« mind, 

* Theſe, Sir, are the fellows who, by this fine 
* ſcheme, are to be put into every man's houſe tha! 
is a dealer .in either of the two commodities of to- 
bacco or wine: Theſe are the Lord Danes, who 
are to be, by law, appointed to lord it over every 
Auch dealer and his whole family. We know what 
was the fate of the Lord Danes we had former! j 
in England, and I ſhall be very little ſurpriſed it 
"theſe new ones meet with the ſame fate. Inſhort, 
Sir, gentlemen may dreſs up this ſcheme in what 
ſhape they pleaſe, but to one who conſiders it cool- 
ly and impartially as Thave done, it muſt appear 
in its true colours. I am convinced that it will 


28 


produce nothing but the moſt miſchievous conſc- 


gquenees, not only to thoſe who are to be imme- 


diately affected by it, but like wiſe to the libertics 


and — of the nation in general, and therc- 


fore I am intirely againſt agreeing to the reſolutions 
61 of the committee.“ 


Horatio Walpole ſpoke next, for agreeing with the 
committee; Thomas Bacon, Eſq; ſpoke againſt it; 


Lord Harvey for it; then Sir Thomas Robinſon ſpoke 
in ſubſtance as follows : 


As T had not an opportunity in the committee 
0) rilob! giving my a $a in this queſtion, I hope! 
© ſhall be indulged the liberty of doing it now, ſince 


I find the whole is to be canvaſſed over again. 1 


vill take up as little of your time as poſſible, in 
making a few obſervations on the ſcheme irſelf as 


it now appears to us, and on what has fallen from 


© fome gentlemen in the courſe Fo this ne, 


2 Sir 
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« Sir, I cannot help expreſſing my ſurpriſe, to 


hear ſo often repeated the cruel uſage the Eugliſb 
| ©£ merchants have met with of late: For God's ſake, 
Sir, let all that has been ſaid in this houſe, during 
| © the time this affair has been upon the anvil, let it 
| © be fairly and impartially canvaſſed, and it will 
come out to be againſt the unfair dealers in wine 
* © and tobacco, and againſt them only : Why ſhould 


« gentlemen therefore apply it to merchants in gene- 


| © ral? Give me leave to ſay, Sir, whoever-makes 


« ſuch application, *tis they who pin the queſtion 


| © upon the whole body of merchants, and not thoſe 


< gentlemen who think the method propoſed of col- 
© lefting this revenue, will ſecure to the public what 


| © they have an undoubted right to. All that has 


been ſaid on this head, and what we are now en- 
* deayouring to do by this bill, is calculated to affect 
* thoſe men only, whole artifice and cunning have 
© hitherto evaded the cuſtoms, againſt whom no lets 
© caution can ſecure that duty to the public purſe, 
* whichevery conſumer of this commodity has an in- 
, by wry right to have fairly collected. 

« Surely, Sir, no gentleman who appears for this 
* ſcheme, would for his own ſake protect or coun- 
< tenance it, if he imagined the ſucceſs would either 
affect our trade, or the body of the Engliſo mer. 
* chants immediately concerned in the exportation 
of our own manufactures, or by way of return for 
them, in the importation of foreign productions 
* uſeful and neceſſary to us; for it is to our trade, 
and to our merchants, that the real cauſes of the 


| © wealthand proſperity of this nation are principally 


to be aſcribed. But, Sir, this ſcheme is not intend- 
ed to affect, nor will, I think, in any ſhape-reach 
theſe men, which when they come impartially to 
* conſider, they muſt be ſenſible of; and then they 
will be able to judge, whether they have been a- 
larmed at the approach of real, or only at the noiſe 
* of imaginary dangers. | , 

I am 
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I] am very ſorry, Sir, to hear ſo often urged, 

that theſe reſtrictions propoſed only for the prevent. 

ing of frauds, will be a diſcouragement to trade in 

general; for the natural concluſion from thence 

would ſeem to be, that frauds and trade were inſe- 

parable : As the very foundation of this ſcheme 

appears to me to be intended for the improvement 
of the public revenue, by the diſcouragement of 
frauds, when it is ſooften affirmed, that it will alſo 
be a diſcouragement to trade, a ſtranger in the gal. 

lery, who was to hear our debates, would natural. 
ly imagine a continuance of, or a connivance at 
frauds, was in this country a neceſſary encourage- 
ment to trade. 

Sir, As the bill appears to me to be attended 
with certain advantages to the tobacco-trade, and 
as I ſhould be glad to be ſet right if I am miſta- 
ken, I beg leave to aſk a few queſtions of thoſe 
who are converſant in trade; whether high duties 
on goods imported are not a great weight on eve- 
ry branch of trade ſo loaded; as it not only obli- 
ges the merchant to keep a double ſtock in ready 
money, but of courſe confines that trade to a very 
narrow circle of dealers, and ſurely it can never be 
the intereſt of a trading nation to encourage mo- 
nopolies ? Then I muſt aſk, whether as the law 
now ſtands, the tobacco-trade has not this hardſhip 
attending it ? If it be ſo, I would aſk, whether 
this clog is not intirely removed by this ſcheme ; 
no duty being to be 85 at importation, nor any 
money demanded till the factor has made his bar- 


gain with the retailer, who is to pay the whole 


6 


duty? _ 
« Is it not, Sir, another allowed maxim in trade, 


that one of the greateſt temptations to frauds, are 


C 
c 


large drawbacks on 2 exported, nay the very 
B. of frauds in this commodity ? If this be a 
act, is not this motive to frauds intirely removed, 


© there being, by this ſcheme, no temptation what- 
I : . "eyes 
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ever to frauds on this head? For by this ſcheme as 
© now amended, there is no part o the duty to be 
paid at importation; there is not a farthing of the 
« duty ever to be paid for the tobacco which ſhall 


| © hereafter be re-exported ; ſo that the honourable 


« gentleman who ſpoke firſt, and who always ſpeaks 


| © ſo well, and with ſo much weight in this houſe, 
has in this particular intirely miſtaken the ſcheme 
now before us. | 


Has not, Sir, the method of bonding the du- 


| © ties, till very lately at leaſt, been univerſally al- 


© lowed to be often fatal to both the planters and 
Is not this hardſhip quite obviated by this ſcheme ? 
5 1 bonding intirely out of the preſent que- 
« ſtion 

Were not the charges in the bills of ſale from 
the factor to his planter a very great hardſhip on 
the latter? According to all thoſe I have ſeen, 
© they never amounted to leſs than 25 per cent. and 
* oftener to much more, on the whole neat produce 
returned to the planter for his tobacco, 
„ ſay this, Sir, I beg I may not be thought to ac- 
* cuſe the factor of taking an extravagant or un- 
* juſt gain on this head; but what I think we are 
* now contending to remove, is the pretence for, and 
© the foundation of theſe Charges, which have been 
* ſo greatly detrimental to that trade, and ſo great a 
* hardſhip on your Virginia and Maryland planters, 
* who now ſend you a merchandiſe that proves to 
© this nation, by the great quantities re-exported to 
foreign markets, a very beneficial branch of your 
commerce; and if ſomething be not now done in 
their behalf, I am told from very good hands, we 
© ſhall run the riſque of loſing this ſtaple of tobacco: 
Then *twill be too late to conſider what methods 
© are beſt for collecting the duties on it; and there- 
* fore, Sir, were there no other motive for this bill, 

e | « this 


factors, and as often detrimental to the * mg ? 
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this conſide ration alone would weigh greatly with 
me, to make a trial at leaſt of the method now pro- 
poſed for giving a relief to ſo conſiderable a part 
of your American colonies. 

Now I am up, Sir, give me leave to remind 
© gentlemen, that, as the law now ſtands, four pence 
three farthings neat money, at leaſt, is paid on each 

pound. weight of tobacco immediately on importa- 
tion, tho' the importer takes the advantages of al] 
the diſcounts on prompt payment, otherways the 
duty comes higher; but by this ſcheme the whole 
duty will be at the higheſt but four pence three 

* fathings per pound weight, and will not be de- 
< manded till the tobacco is taken out of the ware- 
« houſe for home-conſumption, and therefore may 
* ſometimes not be paid till eighteen months or two 

years after the landing of the tobacco: Let there- 
fore who will advance the money, this farther cre- 
dit given by the publick, for the payment of the 

0 duty, muſt be a certain benefit to His trade; and 
thus, by poſtponing the payment of the duties 
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© till fo much nearer the time of confumprion, the 


dealers in tobacco will be enabled and ought to 
afford it to the conſumer on more reaſonable 
terms. 

If then this ſcheme be found to be no real detri- 
ment to the fair merchant, and a certain benefit to 
< the planters, I believe in another particular it will 
be a demonſtrable advantage to the public, I mean 
an improvement of the revenue: But what appears 
to me pretty extraordinary, is to hear that improve- 
ment urged as one of the chief objections againſt 
< the whole ſcheme, becauſe the civil lift revenue 
vill alſo of courſe receive ſome increaſe. Give me 
leave, Sir, to ſay, that whatever appearance of 
weight there might have been in this objection, 
before the ſcheme was known, yet now when it 
« comes tg be conſidęręd. that the .crown in return 

t gives up to the public all torfeitures and * 
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FF « this objection can be but of little weight: But ſure- 
* «© ly, Sir, this could never have been thought a ſuf- 


| «© ficient objection for the legiſlature to refuſe a re- 
medy againſt the known frauds practiſed in the 
collection of the public revenue, becauſe it would 


have prevented thoſe practiſed againſt the crown; 
h + eſpecially when even this improvement of the 
King's income is no more than what was in 
effect granted by the Parliament, when they ap- 
e * propriated the produce of thoſe duties to his Ma 
lc IF « jeſty for life. 


© Hut, Sir, ſince it is ſaid that this alteration in the 
method of collecting the duty on tobacco will be 
ſuch an augmentation to the revenue, though no 


ay new tax be laid on, nor an addition made to any 
v0 one now in being, it may be aſked, From whence 
e- © this augmentation will ariſe ? To this the bare e- 
e- [© © numeration of the ſeveral frauds at preſent practi- 
he ſed in the collection of this duty would be a ſuf- 
nd IF © ficient anſwer, eſpecially if we conſider the large 
ies © fum, which the frauds that have actually been diſ- 
he covered yearly amount to, and that it cannot be 
to [© © ſuppoſed, that one fifth part of the frauds which 
ble © have really been committed, have ever come to 
the knowledge of the public, or of thoſe intruſted 
tri- with the collecting of this duty; but as the ho- 
to © nourable gentleman, who opened this debate in 
; the committee, has ſo fully and ſo demonſtrably 
* ſhewn the particulars of theſe unlawful tranſactions, 
* and as there are in this houſe ſo many gentlemen 
* thoroughly acquainted with the courſe of the pub- 
lic revenues, who can ſpeak more minutely to the 
* nature of theſe frauds than I am capable of doing, 
* I ſhall not enter into a detail of them, but only 
take notice, that there have been ſome inſtances 
* where a triple fraud has been committed in the diſ- 
7 of the ſame individual parcel of tobacco; 
* he indeed who practiſes 
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this method muſt be very | 
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adroit in the buſineſs of ſmuggling, but it is cer- 
tain it has been practiſed 3 the unfair trader has 
contrived to receive the full duty twice from the 
public, without having ever paid it once to the 
public : He has received from the government 
the draw-backs upon a quantity of tobacco which 
he found means to import without paying any du- 
ty; and by again running the ſame tobacco from 
Hlolland in ſmall parcels, he has a ſecond time re- 
ceived the draw-backs from the conſumers, by ſel- 
ling it to them as if the duties had been honeſtly 
aid; and the difficulty to prevent theſe kind of 
rauds, as there is but one check in the cuſtoms, is 
almoſt unſurmountable ; ſince in ſome caſes the 
unfair dealer in tobacco may very well afford to 
give ſuch bribes to the cuſtom-houſe officer, as 
will even more than compenſate to him the loſs of 
his place, if he ſhould be diſcovered. 
So that in this light, Sir, the parties in this 
conteſt are the public, the planter, and the fair 
trader on one ſide, and the unfair dealer only on 
on the other. It is a duty the nation pays; the plan- 
ter and the fair trader feel the inconvenience of it, 
but the benefit is intercepted by the fraudulent 
dealer; and in this view your landed conſumer; 
of tobacco have doubly Inge the duty ; they have 
paid it once by buying the tobacco at an advanced 
price, as if the duty had been paid by the ſeller, 
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at AB. 


* 


and again by a future call upon them by the le- 


* giſlature, to make good the deficiency occaſioned 
by the frauds of the ſellers ; ſo that by this me- 
* thod of taxation a duty has been laid on one ſub- 
juct, which another has by artifice not only pre- 
* vented coming into the public purſe, but has con- 
8 2 towards the ſupporting or enriching of him- 
. | 


But, Sir, there is another reaſon, which. wil 


have the greateſt weight with me for coming into 


this propoſition, and that is, becauſe I think that 


ing 
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| © ſum amounts to near one fix 
| © produce of ſuch an eſtate in that time; ſo that by 


| * of the groſs produce o 
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in its conſequences the land-holders of Great-Bri- 
* tain will find a conſiderable relief. As long as J 
can remember I have always heard the land-tax 
* complained of as one of the moſt unequal and moſt 
« grievous of our taxes; unequal, as it is only paid 
by a part of thoſe who poſſeſs property in Great 
«© Britatn, and ſo great a diſproportion is there in 
« this particular, that as our property is now divided, 


* I believe one may ſay, the money ariſing by this 


tax is paid only by five out of ſix of thoſe who 


| + poſſeſs the riches of this nation; and it has hither- 


to been the more grievous, as there was no pro- 


| < ſpect that any one of this generation would have 


been relieved from the burden of it. From land 


| © alone, 64 millions and a half have been raiſed ſince 
the revolution, and an eſtate of 1000 J. a year ful- 


© ly ſeſſed ſince that time has fg 64501. which 
part of the whole 


taking it at an average, the land-holders of theſe 
eſtates thus ſeſſed have pos very near a ſixth part 
their eſtates for 44 years 
* ſucceſſively, which bears no manner of proportion 
to what has been paid by any other ſet of men, to- 
£ wards defraying the charges of the government 
« ſince that time. This has always been moſt juſtly 
* reputed a grievance upon the land-holders; yet 
* now when a ſcheme is offered, which, as it appears 
to me, would be a certain relief to the landed in- 
* tereſt, a new language, a new opinion has ſtart- 
ed up, and prevails at leaſt without doors, that 
the lands of Great Britain ſhould ſtill continue 
to carry that burden, which till very lately all 
* mankind were unanimous they ought to relieved 
from. | 
If ſome gentlemen, Sir, may think there can be 
* any material weight thrown into the ſcale of the 
$ crown, by the addition of a few exciſe-officers, let. 
| | G 3 _ © thera 
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* them on the other fide reflect on the relief gi- 
ven by this ſcheme to the land-holders of Great 
Britain, who always have been, and ever muſt be 
© in time of trial and neceſſity, the real and ſolid 
«* ſupport of the liberties of the nation. 

And as the landed intereſt muſt be allowed to 


© be our principal ſtrength, all attempts to invade 


our liberties muſt prove unſucceſsful, while the 
* gentlemen of landed eſtates ſhall continue reſo- 
* Jute, and retain ſufficient force to oppoſe any ar- 
« birrary deſigns : Any thing therefore that tends to 
put them upon a better fooring, and to increaſe 


their ſubſtance, ſtrengthens our conſtitution in the 


« moſt eſſential part; for this reaſon, Sir, when 
the eaſe that will be given to the land- holders is in 
this view impartially conſidered, the addition of 
© a few exciſe- men, with ſalaries of 40 or 50 J. a 
year each, will not have that weight in this day's 
debate, which at firſt ſight it might ſeem to carry 
with it, | 
Sir, Thave mentioned the advantages which ap- 
« pear to me will naturally ariſe to the public revenue, 
to the fair trader, to the induſtrious planter, and 
tothe land-holder by this ſcheme z and I think there 
is another benefit attending it, which gentlemen do 
not ſeem to give ſufficient attention to, I mean the 
* reformation that will be made on this occaſion in 
the laws of exciſe ; for though the extenſion of 
them, as they now ſtand, might have been thought 
by ſome a ſtrong objection to this ſcheme, how- 
ever beneficial in other reſpects it might prove to 
the public, yet I think the weight of this objection 
js greatly removed, when we conſider, that the al- 
« teration now propoſed will take away many of thoſe 
powers, which might in time to come have been 
* abuſed to the oppreſſion of the ſubject. One of 


the moſt material objections I ever heard ſtarted 
was, the want of a proper appeal from the deter- 
- * mination of the commiſſioners of exciſe, but this! 


think 


»- 


# 
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* 
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* think is intuely obviated, by the allowing of an ap- 
peal from thoſe gentlemen to three judges cholen 
from the different courts in J/efminſter-hall, or 
from the juſtices of peace to the judges of aſſize in 
their reſpective circuits, who are to determine in 
© a ſummary way, without either delay or any conſi- 
* derable expence to the parties concerned; for what- 
ever influence the nomination of theſe officers by 
© the crown might have on their actions, or however 
* regardleſs, their power, being controulable, might 
make them in their determinations, this check muſt 
prevent the execution of their intentions, were they 
« inclined to abuſe their power in favour of the 
crown; it would certainly make them more delibe- 
© rate in giving judgment, when they ſhall know, 
© when they ſhall reflect, that their judgments are 
liable to be canvaſſed in a ſuperior court, where no 
* favour, where no intereſt can ſcreen an ill action; 
the judges to whom the appeal muſt be made 
have their offices for life, and therefore cannot 
« reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be byaſſed ſo as to 
* countenance any unlawful ſteps of the commiſ- 
« fioners, let them be the favourites of any miniſter 
© whatever, or let the party oppreſſed, let the party 
© complainant be never ſo obnoxious to an admi- 
< niſtration. | 

© There is alſo, Sir, another benefit that will at- 
tend the ſucceſs of this ſcheme, which is the repeal 
* of an act made the 11th year of the late King, 
* which obliges people to accuſe themſelves : As this 
is certainly a very great grievance, the repeal muſt 
be a very agreeable relief to thoſe who are ſubject 
to it. I hope therefore if this queſtion paſſes, when 
© the blanks in the bill come to be filled up in the 
< committee, thoſe gentlemen, who may think that 
© there are any unneceſſary clauſes in the laws of ex- 
* ciſe, will take this favourable opportunity to have 
© thoſe laws reviewed, and by the addition of pro- 
« per clauſes to the bill now to be brought in, to ex- 
G 4 tend 
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tend the regulations of them in behalf of the ſub- 
« ject, as far as may not leave the duties under the 
management of the commiſſioners open to groſs 
frauds, 
© Upon the whole, Sir, I believe the benefits pro- 
< poſed by this ſcheme, by an improvement of the 
public revenue in preventing frauds, will be a cer. 
$ rain relief to the landed intereſt, and the only real 
objection that ever could be to ſuch a deſign, was 
the method by which it was to be effected; but fr 
that I think, as I ſaid before, is in a great mea- th 
ſure removed, by the mitigation of thoſe methods Þ th 
of proceeding in exciſe laws, which ſeemed moſt to di 
infringe the liberties of the ſubject, and which alte- ÞÞ fe 
ration may, nay, is deſigned to be extended to the of 
other branches of the revenue ſubject to the ſame I 
laws, 
This ſcheme therefore, as it is intended to be a 
reyiew of the exciſe laws, and an amendment of the 
rigour of thoſe parts of them, where leſs ſeveri- 
ty would ſecure the duty to the public, appears in 
this light as much in favour of the ſubject, as of 
the revenue; and as ſuch when it comes to be 
rightly apprehended, and the benefits attending it 
are felr and diffuſed through the whole nation, 
I believe it will ſoon take a more favourable 
turn among the ople z the ill impreſſions of 
it that may now be induſtriouſly ſpread abroad, 
I ſhould think would foon ſubſide and be forgot. 
I beg pardon, Sir, for taking up ſo much more 
of your time than I at firſt intended, I ſhall now 
only add that ſince upon the examination of the 
particular merits of this ſcheme, the advantages Þ i 
propoſed by it, appear to me to be certain, and of 
ſuch a nature, as not only to increaſe the public 
revenue, without any new tax on the ſubject, or Þ | 
+ an addition to any one now in being, and advance 
the intereſt of our trade and plantations, but * 
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b. at the ſame time to raiſe the value of the lands of 


he © Great Britain, I ſhall therefore readily give my aſ- 
s * ſent to it.“ 


Sir Thomas Aſton ſpoke next againſt it, and among Sir Thomas 
he other things took notice, that it was his misfortune Fac. 
er- to know too much of the influence that the officers 

cal of the cuſtoms and exciſe had at elections, for at his 

vas cov election, there were many of the voters were ſo 

wut free and open, as to come to him and tell him, that 

a- they would vote for him rather than any other, but 

xds that thoſe officers had threatened to ruin them if they 

to did; and others told him, that they had promi- 

te- ſes either for themſelves or for their ſons to be made 

he officers in the cuſtoms or exciſe, by his antagoniſt, 


ne and as their bread depended upon getting thoſe pro- 
| miſes fulfilled, which they could not expect if they 
ea did not vote againſt him, therefore they hoped he 
he would excuſe them. Thus, Sirs, ſays he, I know 
ri- the evil of this illegal influence by experience, and 
in © therefore I ſhall always be againſt any meaſure that 
of © may tend to increaſe it, as this ſcheme moſt evi- 
be dently will; for I hope I ſhall always diſdain to 
it | © owe the honour of repreſenting my country in Par- 
In, I © liament, to any adminiſtration whatever; I hope 1 
ole IF * ſhall always depend upon the free votes of my fel- 
of low ſubjects, and for that reaſon I muſt be a- 
ad, gainſt what I think will deſtroy that freedom, up- 
t. * on which only 1 am reſolved always to depend.“ 


"WW After him Lord Glenorchy ſpoke for agreeing. 
he Lord Morpeth againſt it. William Clayton, Eſq for 
zes it. And then, 


lic William Pulteney, Eſq; ſpoke in ſubſtance as fol-Mr, e 
or Þ lows. Sir, I muſt ſay, that the recommending the 
ce care of the public revenue to this houſe, the re- 
Iſa commending to us a ſcheme which he thinks may 
a4 tend to the increaſing of it, are doctrines which 

4 1 5 = t come 


go. 


will give to the crown, and ſuch a conſideration 
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government, to have ſuch an influence over mol: 
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corporations which they look on as their pro- 
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come very properly from the honourable gentle. . 5 
man that {poke laſt, who for ſeveral years has had. © 
the fingering of the PIE money, as he himſelf 
* was pleaſed to expreſs it: But I hope thoſe gentle. 
men will conſider that they and their poſterity ar: . ch 
not all to enjoy the ſame poſts they enjoy at pre. 

ſent; they may perhaps expect that they them. 

« ſelves are all in — life, but they cannot imagine . f 
that thoſe poſts are to go by way of inheritance, b. 
to their heirs; and therefore I hope, that for th: 

* ſake at leaſt of their poſterity, they will conſider . {| 
a little the power and influence that this ſcheme: 


muſt certainly be of ſome weight in the preſent . q 
debate, even with thoſe gentlemen, 
It is certain that the liberties of this country de. 
pend upon the freedom of our elections for mem. 
bers of Parliament; our Parliaments, eſpecially the 
- repreſentatives of the people in Parliament aſſem. 
bled, are deſigned for, and generally have been 
check upon thoſe who are employed in the execy- 
tive part of our government; but if it ſhall eve 
come to be in the power of the crown, that is to 
ſay, of thoſe employed in the executive part of ou 


of the elections in the kingdom, as to get an 
perſon choſen they pleaſe to recommend, the; 
will then always have a majority of their own crez 


tures in every houſe of Commons, and from ſuch 


| 1 
repreſentatives what can the people expect? Calif « 
it be expected, that ſuch a houſe of Common | 

will ever be any check upon thoſe in power, of « ; 
that they will find fault with the conduct of « ; 
the moſt rapacious, the moſt tyranical mini « , 
© 'ſters, that may hereafter be employed by th « , 
* crown, - « 4 


« It is well known, Sir, that every one of th 
public officers have already ſo many boroughs o- 


« perties3 
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tle-W perties 3 there are ſome boroughs which may be 
had called treaſury boroughs ; there are others which 
elt. may be called admiralty boroughs ; in ſhort, Sir, 
wo J it may be ſaid, that almoſt the whole towns upon 
are the ſea coaſt are already ſeiſed on, and in a man- 
Pre. © ner taken priſoners by the officers of the crown: 
In moſt of them they have ſo great an influence, 
2c «© that none can be choſen members of Parliament, 
nc « but ſuch as they are pleaſed to recommend. But 


the as the cuſtoms are confined to our ſea-ports, as 
ider they cannot travel far from the coaſt, therefore this 
eme ſcheme ſeems to be contrived in order to extend 
0100. the laws of exciſe, and thereby to extend the in- 
en guence of the crown over all the inland towns and 
corporations in England. ; 

2 This, Sir, ſeems plainly to me to be the chief 


deſign of the ſcheme now under our conſideration; 
Ve and if it ſucceeds (which God forbid it ſhould) our 
En. future miniſters of ſtate will be very much obliged 
cue to the gentleman who projected it ; the election of 
US «© 2 houſe of Commons will, in all time coming, be 
VWF an eaſy taſk for whoever ſhall be prime miniſter 
5 under any of our future Kings; he may fit at home 
Fou in his great chair, and iſſue forth his orders to 
mai * moſt of the counties and boroughs of Great Britain, 
* 20 WY to chuſe ſuch perſons for their repreſentatives in 
the Parliament, * ſhall pleaſe to think moſt proper 
"WF © for his purpoſe : Moſt of the chief clerks of the 


7s * treaſury, and other great offices, are already mem- 

"i © bers of this houſe ; they, Sir, deſerve it, they are 
4 * gentlemen, and men of figure and fortune in their 
7 


country; but if this ſcheme takes place, we may 
© in a little time ſee all the little under clerks of the 
* treaſury, and other offices, members of this houſe; 
Ve may ſee them trudging down to this houſe in 
the morning, in order to give their votes for im- 
poſing taxes upon their fellow ſubjects, and in the 
© afternoon attending behind the chair of a chancel- 
© lor of the Exchequer, a Secretary of ſtate, or _— 
* © chic 
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chief miniſter, Nay, Sir, I do not know but 
ſome of us may live to ſee ſome vain over-grown 
miniſter of ſtate, driving along the ſtreets with 
ſix members of Parliament behind his coach. 

< Theſe, Sir, muſt be the fatal conſequences of 
the ſcheme now under our conſideration ; and 
therefore I muſt think that every man who has a 
regard to the conſtitution of hiscountry, or to the 
liberties and properties of thoſe that have put their 
truſt in him, is in duty bound to give his negative 
to the preſent queſtion, 

Gentlemen may indulge themſelves in the vain 
conceit, that by this ſcheme, all manner of fraud 
in the tobacco trade will be prevented for the fu- 
ture, but the thing is in its own nature impoſſible; 
when the duties are ſo high, where they amount 
to five or ſix times the prime coſt of the commo- 
dity on which they are laid, it will be impoſſibl 


to prevent all manner of frauds, and therefore the 


increaſe of the public revenue by this ſcheme is c 
far from being certain, that it is altogether pre- 
carious; and unleſs the public revenue be thereby 
greatly increaſed, the land-holders can expect no 
relief: But granting, Sir, that the benefits expect- 
ed by this ſcheme were certain, it is as certain, it 
is demonſtrable, that our conſtitution will be there- 
by deſtroyed ; and are we, Sir, to make a ſacrifice 
of our conſtitution, for the r conſideration of 
adding four or five hundred thouſand pounds a 
year to the public revenue ? That increaſe, Sir, 
may ſoon be diſſipated by an adminiſtration, under 
no fears of being called to an account by Parlia- 


ment, and then they will be obliged to come upon 


the land-holders, for money to anſwer the neceſlary 
ſervices of the public. There never was in any 
country a ſcheme ſet up for introducing arbitrary 
power, but what was ſupported by ſome ſpecious 
pretences : The preventing of mobs, inſurrections, 
inyaſions, frauds, or the like, have in all —_— 
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but been made the pretences for introducing arbitrary 
own power; but in ſuch an aſſembly as this, where the 
with principles of liberty ſo much prevail, where there 
are ſo many gentlemen of good ſenſe and penetra- 
5 of tion, I hope no ſuch pretence will ever be of any 
and © weight. To me it appears indiſputable, that this 
25 2 ſcheme is abſolutely inconſiſtent with a free election 
the © of members of Parliament, and of conſequence it 
heir muſt be inconſiſtent with our conſtitution ; there- 
tive | fore, tho* the advantages to be reaped therefrom 
« were much greater, and much more certain than 
vain they are, I ſhould be moſt heartily againſt it, and 
aud for that reaſon I muſt give my negative to the 
fu. © preſent queſtion,” | 
ble; | 
unt Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer ſpoke next. 
mo- Then Villiam Pulteney, Eſq; ſpoke again. And 
ble after him 
> the Walter Plummer, Eſq; ſtood up, and among other bir. Plow. 
is things took notice of ſome gentleman's having ſaid. 
pre- that no body had oppoſed the ſubjecting of coffee, 
reby tea, and chocolate to the laws of excife, but the ho- 
t no nourable gentleman under the gallery (meaning Sir 
ect · John Barnard) : But, ſays he, I muſt put thoſe gen- 
1, i © flemen in mind, that I had then the honour to 
ere: © be a member of this houſe, and I thank God, Sir, 
ifice I did oppoſe that exciſe ſcheme as well as I ſhall 
nof do this, and every ſuch ſcheme that ſhall ever be 
ds 2 offered to this houſe, while I have the honour of 
Sir, © fitting in it. I know, Sir, how grievous and op- 
nder preſſive the laws of exciſe are to my fellow ſub- 
rlia · ¶ ject, and therefore I think I cannot anſwer to my 
pon © country, if I do not, to the utmoſt of my power, 
ary © oppoſe every ſcheme that ſhall be offered for the 
any} © extenſion of thoſe vexatious and arbitrary laws.“ 
ra 
. Humphry Parſons, Eſq; ſpoke next againſt agree- Other ſpea- 


ing to the reſolution, Martin Bladen, Eſq; ſpoke kers. 


ons, 
tris | for it. Sir John Hynd Cotton againſt it. Sir William 
deen Yonge 
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Yonge for it. Sir William Courteney, and George Bowes, 
Eſq; againſt it, John Neale, Eiq; and Sir William 
Lowther for it. And Gilfrid Lawſon, Eſq; Sir 
George Cafwall, and Harry Waller, Eiqz againſt it. 


At laſt the queſtion was put upon the firſt reſolu- 
tion, upon which the houſe came to a diviſion, and 
thereby the queſtion was carried in the affirmative 
249 againſt 189, 

After this the queſtion was ſeverally put upon the 
two next reſolutions, which were agreed to without 
any diviſion z and the laſt reſolution being read a {c- 
cond time, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer acquaint- 
ed the houſe, That his Majeſty had commanded 
him to acquaint that houſe, that his Majeſty gave 
* his conſent, that the houſe might do — ſhould 
think fit, in relation to the ſaid fines, penalties, for- 
« feitures and ſeiſures?? Whereupon the queſtion 


was put, and likewiſe was agreed to without any di- 


viſion, | 

Then it was ordered, that a bill ſhould be brought 
in purſuant to the ſaid reſolutions, and that Sir 
Charles Turner, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Mr, Attorney General, Mr. Solicitor General, Mr. 
Dodddington, Mr. Clayton, Sir William Jonge, Sir 
George Oxenden, Mr. Scrope, and Mr, Edward Wal- 
pole, ſhould prepare and bring in the ſame. 


This famous bill was accordingly brought in the 
4th day of April, and was read a firſt time; after 
which Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer by his Ma- 
jeſty's command acquainted the houſe, that his Ma- 
zeſty conſented to their making ſuch alterations, as 
they ſhould think fit for the public ſervice, in rela- 
tion to the ſubſidy on tobacco then payable on ac- 
count of his Majeſty's civil liſt, It was next ob- 
jected, that ſome parts of the ſaid bill were not with- 


in the reſolutions of the houſe, purſuant to which the 


5 | aid 
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ves, WW (aid bill had been ordered to be brought in; and 
ian therefore moved that the bill ſhould be withdrawn, 
Sir WW which paſſed in the negative, 232 againſt 176 : 
it. Then a motion was made for adjourning, which like- 

wiſe paſſed in the negative; at laſt it was reſolved, 
du chat the bill ſhould be read a ſecond time, and or- 
and dered, that it ſhould be read a ſecond time on that 
tive N day ſevennight, 236 againſt 200. Next day after 

the bringing 1n of this bill, a motion was made for 
the Wthe printing ſuch a number of copies as ſhould be 
out {ufficient for the uſe of the members of the houſe 
L {c- but upon the queſtion's being put, it was carried in 
int- Wthe negative, 128 againſt 112. 


ave As this bill very much concerned the trade and London 1 

uld ¶ commerce of this nation, the Lord Mayor of thei. © 

for- ¶ city of London procured a copy of it ſoon after it 

tion Wwas brought into the houſe of Commons, and having 

di- laid it before the common council, it was there re- 
ſolved to petition the houſe againſt it, and a petition 

ght Wheing then immediately drawn up and agreed to, the 

Sir ¶ ame was preſented to the houſe of Commons on the 

cer, icth day of April. 

Mr. The preſenting of this petition brought the exciſe be, 

Sir ¶ſcheme again upon the carpet in that honourable 

al- ¶houſe. The city of London has always enjoyed: this 
privilege, that any petition from them 1s preſented 
to the houſe by their ſheriffs, and 1s brought up by 

the ¶ the clerk of the houſe, and read at the table, with- 

fter N out aſking the leave of the houſe for that purpoſe ; 

Ma- whereas all other petitions muſt be preſented by a 

Ma- member of the houſe, and cannot be by him brought 

„as Pup, or read at the table by the clerk, till leave be 

ela · I frſt aſked of and granted by the houſe. According- 

ac- ly this petition was brought up and read at the table, 

ob- and as ſoon as it was read, Sir John Barnard got 

ith- Jup, and ſhewed how much the city and citizens of 

the ¶ London, as well as all the. other trading part of the 

ſaid N nation, were to be affected by the bill for 2 

9 4 
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the method of raiſing the duties payable upon to- 
bacco, and how juſt reaſons they had to inſiſt upon 
being heard by their counſel againſt it, and concly. 
ded with a motion for granting them leave to be 
heard by their counſel if they thought fit. 

In oppoſition to this motion, it was inſiſted on, 
that it had always been the practice of that houſe, 
never to receive any petitions, and much leſs to ad- 
mit counſel to be heard againſt any bull for impo- 
ſing of taxes upon the ſubject ; for if any ſuch thing 
were to be admitted of, it would be impoſſible ever 
to paſs any ſuch bill, becauſe that there would be ſo 
many different petitions preſented againſt it by thoſe 
who were to be ſubject thereto, that it would be im- 
poſſible to hear counſel ſeparately upon every ſuch 
petition within the uſual time of the continuance of 
one ſeſſion of Parliament : And that in refuſing to 
admit counſel to be heard, there could be no incon- 
venience, becauſe every man, and every body of 
men had their repreſentatives in that houſe, who cer- 
tainly would repreſent their caſe to the houſe, if any 
particular hardſhip was to be put upon them by 
any bill then before the houſe. 

To this it was replied, that the houſe had never 
pretended to any general cuſtom of refuſing peti- 
tions, except againſt thoſe bills which were called 
money-bills, that was to ſay, ſuch bills as were 


brought in for raiſing money for the current ſervice 


of the year; and that even as to them, there were 


many precedents where the houſe had admitted the bi 


Parties, whom they thought to have a real intereſt 
therein, to be heard by their counſel againſt the 
paſſing of ſuch bills: That the admitting of counſel 
even in ſuch caſes could never prevent the paſſing of 
ſuch bills, becauſe the houſe could always order al 
parties petitioning to be heard at one time, and 
could give ſuch directions, that it would never take 
up many days to hear every thing that could be ** 
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| Jected by every one of the parties petitioning : That 


tho? every part of the nation had their repreſenta- 
tives in that houſe, yet it was well known, that 
ſpeaking in public was a talent that every man was 


not endowed with, from whence it might happen, 


that the particular perſons, or part of the nation, 
which was then to be aggrieved by what was paſſing 
in the houſe, might not have any ſuch members as 
were proper to lay their caſe fully and clearly before 
the houſe 3 and that therefore, even as to money 
bills, it was proper to admit parties to be heard 
againſt them, when it appeared that they were very 


particularly intereſted therein. 

But as to the caſe then before them, there was not 
the leaſt pretence for refuſing the deſire of the pe- 
tition, becauſe the bill againſt which it was preſent- 
ed, was no money bill; it was granted by the ad- 
vocates for the bill; it was even inſiſted on as the 
greateſt argument for it, that there was no new du- 
ties to be 1mpoſed ; it was a bill only for altering 
the method of collecting the taxes already impoſed, 
and therefore it could never be pretended, that there 
was any practice or cuſtom of the houſe for refuſing 
to admit parties intereſted to be heard againſt ſuch a 
bill: That if there had been ſuch a cuſtom intro- 
duced, it ought not to be obſerved, eſpecially when 
ſuch a conſiderable body as the Lord Mayor, alder- 


men and common council of the city of London, 


come with an humble petition to be heard againſt a 


bill, which they thought would not only be highly 


injurious to them in particular, but deſtructive of 
the trade and commerce of the whole nation. 

In this debat ethere werem any precedents brought 
by Mr. Sandys, Mr. Gybbon, and Mr. Bootle, where 
the houſe had received petitions, and admitted coun- 
ſel to be heard againſt money bills; and there were 
likewiſe precedents brought by Sir William Yonge 


and Mr. Wollaſton, where the ſame had been refuſed, 
Vol. XI. H the 
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the reading of which took up a great part of the 
day. | 
The principal alen for granting the ne! of 


the petiton were, 


Sir John Barnard, Sir William Wyndham, 
Samuel Sandys, Eſq; Walter Plummer, Eſq; 
Philip Gybbon, Eſq; George Heathcoate, Eſq; 
Thomas Bootle, Eſq, Thomas Wyndham, Eſq; 
IVilliam Pulteney, Eſq; 


And the 2 ſpeakers againſt granting the 


deſire thereof were, 


Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- Mr. Solicitor General, 
chequer, Mr. Attorney General, 

Horatio Walpole, Eſq; Sir William Yonge, 

Thomas Winnington, Eſqz Hon. Henry Pelham. 


Upon the queſtion's being put, for allowing the 
petitioners to be heard by their counſel againſt the 
bill, there was a diviſion, and the queſtion was car- 
ried in the negative, 214 againſt 197. 

After which it was ordered that the ſaid petition 
ſhould lie upon the table, until the ſaid bill ſhould 
be read a ſecond time. 

Other ker Next day, viz. on Wedneſday the 11th day 0f 
dhe bi t April, a petition of the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
mon Council, of the town and county of the town 
of Nottingham, (in council aſſembled) in behalf of 
themſelves, and the reſt of the merchants and trade!- 
men dealing in tobacco in the ſaid town, was pre- 
ſented to the houſe, and read ; alledging, that the 
bill depending in the houte for repealing ſeveral ſub- 
ſidies, and an impoſt then payable on tobacco, Ge. 
would be highly prejudicial to them, and incroach on 


their liberties . operties, and expreſſing their 


apprehenſion that the ſaid bill, if paſſed into a law, 
would ſubject them to great opprefſions and inconve- 
6 niences, 


1 
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| niences, by the officers frequently entering their 
| houſes, and taking account of their ſtocks, which 
| ſuch officers might diſcover to any others; by being 
| obliged to ſeek for, and ſend permits with their 
goods, and the hardſhips thereof with reſpect to 
time; by not being allowed the valuable liberty of 
| redrefling their grievances by a jury; and by the great 
trouble, charge, and loſs of time, in weighing their 
| tobacco at any time required by the officer, and the 
| prejudice to their goods, in uncaſking and breaking 
them; and therefore beſeeching the houſe to conſider 
and favour their petition, and prevent the paſſing a 


law, which would be any ways deſtructive of the 


trade, or dangerous to the liberties of the petiti- 
oners; which petition was ordered to lie upon the 
table. 


Immediately after which, a petition of the principal 


inhabitants and traders, of the ancient and loyal city 
of Coventry, in behalf of themſelves and the reſt of 


their fellow citizens, was preſented to the houſe, and 


read; expreſſing the apprehenſion of the petitioners, 
| that the bill depending in that houſe, for repealing 
| ſeveral ſubſides, - and an impoſt then payable on to- 
| bacco, &c. would be prejudicial to the trade of the 
| nation in general, and of the ſaid city in particular, 
and alſo injurious to the liberties of their fellow ſub- 
jects; and therefore praying the houſe to take the 


premiſſes into conſideration, and give the petitioners 


ſuch relief therein, as to the houſe ſhould ſeem meer. 


Which petition was likewiſe ordered to lie upon the 


table. 1 | 
The order of the day being then read, for the ſe- Bil 4rope. 


cond reading of the ſaid bill, the ſerjeant at arms 
attending the houſe, was of courſe ordered to go. 


with the mace into Weſtminſter-hall and the courts: 


there, and into the court of Requeſts and the places 


adjacent, and ſummon the members there to attend 


the ſervice of the houſe z and he being returned, in- 
ſtead of reading the bill a ſecond time, a motion was 
| H 2 mads 
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made by Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, that the 
bill ſhould be read a ſecond time, upon the 12th 
day of June then next. Though by this motion it 
evidently appeared, that the bill was to be dropt, 
yet ſome of the gentlemen who had from the begin- 
ning appeared ſtrenuouſly againſt the whole ſcheme, 
were not ſatisfied with letting it drop in ſo eaſy a 
- manner, and therefore they were for having it reje& 
ed, but this propoſition did not come the length of 
a motion, or a queſtion, ſo that the firſt motion was 
agreed to without oppoſition ; and upon the Friday 
after, which was the day appointed for the houſe to 
reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole houſe, to 
conſider farther of the moſt proper methods for the 
better ſecurity and improvement of the duties and re- 
venues then charged upon, and made payable from 
tobacco and wines, it was reſolved, — the houſe 
would upon the 14th day of June then next reſolve 
itſelf into the ſaid committee, 118 againſt 76: So 
that that part of the ſcheme relating to the duties on 
wine, was never laid before the houſe, 

There having been great crowds of people about 
the houſe on the 11th of April, and ſome of them 
having behaved in a tumultuous manner, the next 
day, viz. the 12th of April, complaint was made 
to the houſe by ſeveral members, who had voted in 
favour of the ſcheme, that a tumultuous crowd of 
people had been aſſembled together the night before, 
and ſeveral days during the ſeſſion, in the court of 
Requeſts, and other avenues to that houſe z and that 
they themſelves, and ſeveral other members of the 
houſe, had been laſt night, in their return from the 
houſe, menaced, inſulted and aſſaulted, by a tumul- 
tuous crowd of people in the paſſages to the houſe ; 
whereupon it was reſolved and declared, nemine con- 
tradicente, 1ſt, That the aſſaulting, inſulting, or me- 
nacing any member of that houſe, in his coming to 
or going from the houſe, or upon the account of his 
behaviour in Parliament, was an high — 
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of the privilege of that houſe, a moſt outrageous and 
dangerous violation of the rights of Parliament, and 
an high crime and miſdemeanor. 24, That the aſ- 
ſembling and coming of any number of perſons in a 
| riotous, tumultuous, and diforderly manner to that 
| houſe, in order either to hinder or promote the paſ- 
| ſing of any bill, or other matter depending before 
| the houſe, was as high infringement of the privi- 
lege of that houſe, deſtructive of the freedom and 
| conſtitution of Parliament, and an high crime and 
| miſdemeanor. 34, That the inciting and encoura- 
ging any number of A to come in a riotous, 
tumultuous and diſorderly manner to that houſe, in 


order either to hinder or promote the paſſing of any 


bill, or other matter depending before the houſe, 


was an high infringement of the privilege of that 


| houſe, deſtructive of the freedom and conſtitu- 
tion of Parliament, and an high crime and miſde- 


meanor. 
Then it was ordered, I/, That the members of 


that houſe, who ſerved for the city of London, ſnould 
ſignifythe ſaid reſolutions and declarations to the 
Lord Mayor of London. 24, That the members of 
that houſe, who ſerved for the county of Middleſex, 


ſhould ſignify the ſaid reſolutions and declarations to 


the Sheriff of Middleſex. 3d, That the members of 


that houſe, who ſerved for the city of Weſtminſter, 


ſhould ſignify the ſaid reſolutions and declarations to 


the High Bailiff of Meſtminſter. Which orders were 
accordingly ſignified by their reſpective members, 
w_ next day reported their having done ſo to the 
ouſe, 
On ⸗Medneſday the 21ſt of March, his Majeſty 
came to the houſe of Peers, and the Commons being 
ſent for, his Majeſty gave the royal aſſent to ſeveral 


public and private bills. 


101 


On Mon the 2d day of il, the order of the Mon for 
day for the houſe to reſolve itſelf into a committee ?229\nins 


of the whole houſe, to conſider farther of the bill for 
H 3 grant · 


vers, 
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granting an aid to his Majeſty, by a land- tax to be 
raiſed in Great Britain, for the ſervice of the year 


1733, being read, a motion was made, that it ſhoul{ 


be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, that they 


ſhould be impowered to receive a clauſe, to enable 


and direct the ſeveral commiſſioners to be appointed 


in the ſaid bill, for putting the ſame in execution, to 


nominate and appoint a receiver or receivers general 
for each county, riding, city, borough, cinque-port, 
town or place reſpectively, within England, Wales, 
and Berwick, for which they were appointed com. 
miſſioners, and to make the ſaid reſpective counties, 
ridings, cities, boroughs, cinque-ports, towns or pla. 
ces, for which they were appointed commiſſioners, 
anſwerable for any deficiency that might happen by 
{uch receiver or receivers, | 

In favour of this motion it was urged, that the 
commiſſioners in each county, Sc. were much bet. 


ter judges of the perſons proper to be appointed re. 


Ovalifica- 
tion bill 


dropt · 


ceivers in the ſeveral counties, Sc. than the gentle 
men employed in the adminiſtration; that they wer 


alſo better judges of the perſons offered as ſureties for 


ſuch receivers ; and that it would be a great advan- 
tage to the public, which had often ſuffered by the 
infolvency of ſuch receivers, and the inſufficiency o 
the ſecurity that had been given for them : However 
ſome gentlemen in the houſe thought proper to op 
pole this motion, and therefore upon putting th 
queſtion it paſſed in the negative. 


Next day an ingroſſed bill, to render more effec. 


tual an act made in the ninth year of the reign of he! 
late Majeſty Queen Anne, intitled An af for ſecurin 
the freedom of Parliaments, by the farther qualifyin} 
the members to fit in the houſe of Commons, was read 
the third time; which bill was much the ſame with 
what had paſſed ſeveral times through that houſe in 


the preceding ſeſſions; but upon the queſtions be- 


ing put, the bill had the ſame fate as in the forme! 
ſeſſions, the queſtion paſſed in the negative. 


On 


| 4,1733 DEBATES. 
On Monday the gth day of April, Sir Nathaniel Fccleſiaſti- 


| Curzon preſented to the houſe (according to order) abil pr: 
| bill for the better regulating the proceedings of eccle- © 
ſiaſtical courts, within that part of Great Britain call- 
| ed England, dominion of Wales, and town of Ber- 
wick upon Tweed, which was received and read the 
| firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time. As 
this affair is of great conſequence, and becauſe the 
| bill did not paſs into a law, we ſhall inſert a copy 
of it, as it ſtood when firſt brought into the houſe, 
| 912, 


| 4 BILL for the better regulating the proceedings of 


ecclefiaſtical courts within that part of Great Britain 
called England, dominion of Wales, and town of 
Berwick upon Tweed. 


| « F R the better regulating the proceedings of 


eccleſiaſtical courts, within that part of Great 
* Britain called England, dominion of Males, and 


| © town of Berwick upon Tweed, Be it enacted, 


i 
Zy the KING's moſt excellent MAFESTY, 


* by and with the advice and conſent of the Lords 

* ſpiritual and temporal, and Commons in this pre- 
{ent Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of 
the ſame, That from and after the 


0 
0 

3 day of no ſuits or proſecu- 
0 


tions, ſtiled pro ſalute anime, or pro reformatione 
morum, or for any criminal matter, ſhall be com- 
* menced in any eccleſiaſtical court, either by inqui- 
* fition or denunciation, againſt any perſon whatſo- 
ever, but by accuſation only, at or upon the infor- 
mation or promotion of ſore perſon, who ſhall, 
* at the time of exhibiting ſuch information, enter 


c 


into bond to the regiſter of the court, in which 


© ſuch information ſhall be exhibited, in the ſum of 
, with | 
H 4 * of 
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or more ſurety or ſureties, in the ſum of 

c who ſhall ſeverally 
« juſtify themſelves by oath, in open court (which 
< oath the ſaid courts are hereby impowered to ad- 
< miniſter gratis) to be reſpectively worth the ſaid 
< ſums in the ſaid bonds mentioned, over and above 


their juſt debts ; which bonds ſhall be conditioned 


to proſecute ſuch ſuit or information with effect, 
and to pay coſts to the 
* defendant or party accuſed, in caſe ſuch defendant 
© ſhall not be found guilty, or if the ſuit or proſe- 
* cution be abated or diſcontinued, for the ſpace of 
6 Wo And the ſaid regiſter is 
hereby required, immediately on the acquittal of 
© the defendant in the ſaid eccleſiaſtical court, or 
* ſuch diſcontinuance or abatement of ſuch ſuit or 
« proſecution, to aſſign the ſaid bond to the ſaid de- 
fendant, by indorſing the ſame, and atteſting it 
under his hand and ſeal, in the preſence of 

or more credible witneſſes, .in the ſame manner as 
< bail-bonds, or other ſecurities given to ſheriffs, in 
£ ſuits in the temporal courts, are now by law aſſign- 
able; upon which bond the ſaid defendant may 
bring an action or ſuit, in his or her own name, in 
any of his Majeſty's courts of record at Weſtminſter 
(in which ſuit the ſaid aſſignment ſhall be full evi- 
< dence of his or her acquittal, or diſcontinuance of 
the ſuit) and ſhall recover thereon, againſt the ſaid 
* informer and ſureties, coſts of ſuit in the 


« ſaid eccleſiaſtical court. 


And it is hereby farther enafjed, That no cita- 
tion, ſummons, or other proceſs, ſhall iſſue, to 
cite any perſon to appear to any articles, informa- 
tion, libel, or accuſation, for any criminal cauſe, 
till the informer or promoter ſhall have given ſuch 
« ſecurity as aforeſaid : And the perſon making out 
any citation, ſummons, or other proceſs, ſhall, at 
the time of making it out, indorſe it with the * 
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and place of abode of the informer and ſureties : 
And any officer of any eccleſiaſtical court, making 


out or iſſuing, or cauſing to be made out or iſſued, 
any citation, ſummons, or other proceſs, againſt 


any perſon, before ſuch ſurety given, or neglecting 
to indorſe the name and place of abode of ſuch in- 
former and ſurety as aforeſaid, ſhall 


' a 


And every perſon 


ſerving any citation, ſummons, or other 1 
in any criminal cauſe, not indorſed as afo 


| « ſhall 


reſaid, 


And all proceedings in any criminal cauſe, without 
* ſuch ſecurity taken as aforeſaid, are hereby decla- 
| © red to be And every 


6 ene. apparitor, or other eccleſiaſtical officer, 
being informer or promoter, or exhibiting any ar- 


| © ticles, information or libel in his own name, or at 
his own promotion, in any criminal cauſe, in any 


© eccleſiaſtical court, ſhall be deemed a 


q 6 and ſhall, 


« And be it farther enacted, by the authority afore- 


© ſaid, That in all ſuits and proſecutions, ſtiled pro 


| © ſalute anime, or pro reformatione morum, or for any 


* other criminal cauſe, if the party accuſed ſhall at 
any time before judgment ſuggeſt, (without oath) 
that he or ſhe is not guilty of the crime laid to his 


| © or her charge, it ſhall and may be lawful to and 


* forany of his Majeſty*s courts of record, (who now 
have power to grant 1 to grant a pro- 
* hibition to any eccleſiaſtical court where ſuch fuit 
or proſecution is n the judge or judges 
* whereof, immediately upon receipt of ſuch writ of 
* prohibition, are hereby required to certify, under 
the ſeal of the court, the original libel, articles, or 
* information againſt ſuch perſon, and return the 
* ſame, together with the bond entered into by the 
* informer and his ſurety as aforeſaid, into the _ 
from 
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from which the prohibition iſſued, who are hereby 
impowered on the defendant's pleading not guil. 
ty to the ſaid libel, articles, or information, to try 
the ſame by a jury of twelve men of the county, 
where the offence is laid to be committed, in like 
manner as indictments removed by certiorari from 
inferior courts are tried: And if the perſon accuſed 
on ſuch trial, ſhall be convicted of the crime or 
crimes laid to his or her charge, the ſaid court, out 
of which the prohibition iſſued, is hereby directed 
to grant a writ of conſultation, and ſend back the 
ſaid original libel to the eccleſiaſtical court, out of 
which the cauſe was removed, that the ſaid eccle- 
ſiaſtical court may proceed to inflict ſuch eccleſia- 
ſtical cenſures, as they may do by law : But if the 
perſon accuſed ſhall be acquitted on ſuch trial, then 
it ſhall be lawful for ſuch court, granting the pro- 
hibition as aforeſaid, to allow the defendant 

coſts in both courts, and to inforce th: 
payment of the ſaid coſts, by attachment againi! 
the jnformer and ſureties, as in caſes of coſts in o- 
ther actions; and all proceedings in ſuch criminal 
cauſes, contrary to ſuch writ of prohibition ſucd 
forth and delivered to the judge of any eccleli- 
aſtical court, ſhall be 


And be it farther enadted, by the authority aforc- 
ſaid, That upon proof by that a 
citation, or other proceſs to appear in the ſaid ec- 
cleſiaſtical courts, hath been perſonally ſerved on 
the defendant in ſuch ſuit, or left with the wife or 
ſervant of ſuch defendant, at his or her dwelling- 
houſe, or uſual place of abode, if the defendant 10 
ſerved ſhall not appear, by him or herſelf, or by 


his or her proctor or attorney, at the time and 


place appointed by that citation or proteſs, a {c- 


* cond citation or procels, indorſed as aforeſaid, ſhal! 
* iſſue, which being proved on oath to be ſerved in 


s like 
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like manner, and the defendant neglecting to appear 


by him or herſelf, or by his or her proctor or at- 


« torney, at the time and place appointed by ſuch 
« ſecond citation or proceſs, the judge of the eccleſi- 
« aſtical court, out of which ſuch citation or proceſs 


| © ſhall have iſſued, ſhall certify the ſame under his 
| © hand and ſeal; ** which certificate it ſhall be 
| © lawful for the high court of Chancery to iſſue a writ 


of contumacy, in the form, or to the effect here- 


| © after preſcribed, to compel the defendant or de- 
| © fendants to appear at the return of the writ in the 
| © faid eccleſiaſtical courts, either perſonally, or by 


his or her proctor or attorney, which if the defen- 
dant ſhall refuſe or neglect to do, a ſecond writ of 


| © contumacy ſhall iſſue, and ſo from time to time, 


* until the defendant or defendants ſhall perſonally 
* or by his, her, or their proctor or attorney, ap- 
pear in the ſaid eccleſiaſtical court; upon which 
* writ of contumacy the ſheriffs ſhall return iſſues, 
and proceed in every reſpect in the ſame manner, 
© as they now do on procels of diſtreſs iſſuing out of 
* any of the courts at MWeſtminſter againſt privileged 
* perſons or corporations; which ſaid writ of contu- 
* macy ſhall be in the form and to the effect follow- 
ing, videlicet. 


GEORGE the Second, by the grace 
of God, of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland King, defender of the 
faith, Gc. To the ſheriff of 
h Greeting : 


HEREAS it hath been certified to us, under 

the hand and ſeal of E. F. that C. = of 

| bath 

been twice duly cited to appear before him the ſaid E. 
F. in | court, to anſwer to 

notwithſtanding which ci- 

© tations 
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tations, the ſaid C. D. hath hitherto contumaciouſy 
refuſed or neglected to appear, either by himſelf, or 
his proctor or attorney, in the ſaid court: We do 
therefore (according to the ſtatute in that caſe lately 
made and provided) hereby command you to diſtrain 
the ſaid C. D. by all his goods and chattels in your 
bailiwic, ſo that neither he, nor any one for him, do 
intermeddle therewith, until you ſhall have other com. 
mand in that behalf from us, and that you anſwer us 
for the iſſues of the ſame, ſo that you thereby compel 
the ſaid C. D. to appear by himſelf, or his proftor or 
attorney, in the ſaid court, the 


0 
Witneſs ourſelf at Weſtminſter, 
the 
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day of 
Aud be it farther enacted, by the authority afore- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ſaid, That no money hereafter to be paid by any 

offender in any criminal cauſe, as commutation 

of penance, or in lieu of, or to excuſe the offender I «< 
from any kind of penance, ſhall be paid to, or re- 
ceived by any perſon whatſoever, except to the o- 
verſeer or overſeers of the poor of the pariſh, or 
place, where ſuch offence ſhall have been commit- 4 


ted; which ſum or ſums of money, being received 
by the overſeers, 1s and are hereby direfied to be I © 
diſtributed by them, among the poor of the pariſh IF « 
or place where ſuch offence was committed, in ſuch « 
manner as ſhall be directed by juſtices of the 
peace reſiding in or near ſuch pariſh or place; and 
every perſon (other than ſuch overſeer or overſeers, « 
as aforeſaid) receiving any ſuch money for commu- | « 
tation of penance, and every perſon paying an; 
ſuch money for commutation of penance, to any 1 
perſon (except the ſaid overſeer or oyerſeers) and 
every ſuch overſeer or overſeers refuſing or negle&t- Þ| « 
ing, for the ſpace of days, to diſtribute the 
« faid ſum or ſums of money according to ſuch di- 
| « rection 
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| «< rection of the ſaid juſtices, as aforeſaid ſhall re- 
| « ſpectively, in any or either of theſe caſes 


And it is hcreby farther enacted, That all pro- 


« ſecutions ſhall be commenced in the ſaid courts, 


within the ſpace of after the 


crime or offence committed, and that no perſon 
| © ſhall be proſecuted twice for the ſame offence. 


And it is hereby farther enacted, by the authority 


| © aforeſaid, That no perſon who ſhall be excom- 
| © municated after 

KL ſhall incur by ſuch excommunication any 
legal diſability whatſoever ; but every perſon ex- 
| © communicated ſhall enjoy all privileges and bene- 
| © fits of the law, in as and ample a manner, as 


if they had never been excommunicated; any 
law, uſage or cuſtom to the contrary thereof in any 


| © wiſe notwithſtanding. 


And it is hereby farther enacted, That no judge, 
officer, or any other perſon belonging to any ec- 
« cleſiaſtical court, ſhall, ex officio, make out or iſſue, 


© or cauſe or ſuffer to be made out or iſſued, any 
citation, ſummons, or other proceſs, to compel or 


© oblige any perſon to prove any will, or to take 


out letters of adminiſtration, unleſs ſome legatee, 


* creditor, relation of the deceaſed, or perſon con- 


| © cerned in intereſt in the eſtate of the deceaſed, ſhall 


ppl to the ſaid court for the ſame ; and every 
* judge, officer or other perſon belonging to any 
* ſuch court, making out, or iſſuing, or cauſing or 


 * ſuffering to be made out or iſſued, any ſuch cita- 


* tion, ſummons or proceſs, contrary to the intent 
* and meaning of this act, or neglecting or refuſing 
* to cite the executors, or next of kin of any decea- 
* ſed perſon, upon application of any legatee, cre- 
* ditor, or ſuch relation as aforeſaid, ſhall 
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On Thurſday the 19th day of April, it was re- 
ſolved, nemine contradicente, That a Committee 
ſhould be appointed to inquire into the frauds and 
abuſes in the cuſtoms, to the prejudice of trade and 
diminution of the revenue : That the number of 
the ſaid Committee ſhould be one and twenty ; and 


that the ſæid Committee ſhould be choſen by way of 


balloting : And it was ordered, That the member 
of the houſe ſhould upon Tueſday then next at 12 
of the clock, prepare liſts to be put into glaſſes, 
of one and twenty perſons names to be the ſaid Com- 
mittee. Accordingly on Txe/day the ſaid order of 
the day being read, Mr. Serjeant at Arms attending 
the houſe, was ordered to go with the mace into 
Weſtminſter-hall, and into the court of requeſts and 
places adjacent, and fummon the members there to 
attend the ſervice of the houſe; and he being return- 
ed, the clerk and clerk-aſſiſtant went along each 
ſide of the houſe with glaſſes, and received from the 
members, the liſts of perſons names to be the fil 
Committee, which were brought up to the table, 
and then a Committee was appointed to examine the 
faid lifts, and report to the houſe upon which twenty 
one perſons the majority had fallen. 

Upon this occaſion it appeared that there had bee: 
two principal liſts prepared, and either the one ot 
the other had been given in, with little or no variation, 
by all the members of the houſe then attending. 
The lift which was preſumed to have been prepared 
by the court-party, conſiſted of the following gen- 
tlemen, viz. Sir John Cope, Baronet, Thomas Clutter- 
bucke, Eſq, Sir William Clayton, Baronet, Stephen 
Fox, Eſq; Richard Edgcombe, Eſq; the hon, Henry 
Pelbam, Eſq; Sir John Heathcote, Bart. Sir Philip 
Yorke, Knt. William Clayton, Eſq; Anthony Lowther, 
Eſq; Sir George Oxenden, Bart. Charles Talbot, Eſq; 
George Wade, Eſq; John Campbell of Pembrokeſhire, 
Eſq; Duncan Forbes, Eſq; Sir Thomas Frankland, Bart, 

N | Thomas 


10 
nd 

0 
rn- 
ich 
the 
aid 
le , 
the 
nty 


cen 
> Ol 
ion, 
ing. 
wed 
zen- 
Ver- 
phen 
enry 
hiliÞ 
ther, 
Eſq; 
hire, 
Bart, 


OMG 


A.1733 DEBATES. 


Thomas Winnington, Eſq; Lord Hervey, George Dod- 
dington of Eaſtbury, Eſq; Horatio Walpole, Eſq; Sir 


William Yonge, Bart. 


Next day the Lord Vere Beauclerk reported from 
the ſaid Committee, That the majority had fallen 
upon thoſe named in his report, who were all the 
| ſame with thoſe contained in the above lift, preſumed 
to have been prepared by the court-party, without 
ſo much as one gentleman's being left out that was 
in that liſt, nor any one put in, whoſe name had 


been in the other liſt, 


This Committee did accordingly examine into 
thoſe frauds, and did make a report, but little more 


was done in this affair. 


On Friday the 20th of April, a petition of the?" 
| druggiſts, and grocers, china-men, and others dealing 
in coffee, &c. was preſented to the houſe and read, 
ſetting forth, that by an act paſſed in the tenth year 


of King George I. intitled, An act for repealing cer- 
tain duties therein mentioned, payable upon coffee, &c. 


imported, and for granting certain inland duties in 
| thereof, &c. the petitioners were made to hope, that 


lieu 


the duties ariſing from the ſaid commodities would 


be better ſecured, and the intereſt of the fair trader 


better ſupported ; but that the peritioners had found 
themſelves, from fatal experience, ſubjected to laws 
moſt oppreſſive and injurious to trade; were depri- 
ved of the privileges of juries, and ſubjected to the 


judicial determination of commiſſioners; and to 


the 


inquiſition and inſpection of perſons unknown to 


them, who entered their houſes at pleaſure, and to 


whom. they were made accountable for all their deal- 
ings; and after having paid duty for their goods, 
had not liberty to ſell the ſame without permits from 
the officers of exciſe, expreſſing the names and places 
of abode of the reſpective buyers and ſellers, to the 
great damage of the petitioners, and the expoſing 


the extent and circumſtances of their trade to 


the 
ſaid 
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ſaid officers, and to whomſoever they thought fit tg 
communicate the ſame z and were ſubject to ſevere 
forfeitures for errors or neglect of entries in their 
books, which were abſolurely unavoidable ; and were 
moreover, by a clauſe in an act of the 11th df 
King George I. liable to be examined upon oath 
touching the entries in their books, and in caſe of 
neglect or refuſal were ſubject to heavy fines ; that 
by theſe grievances the petitioners, as they conceived, 
were in a worſe condition than any of his Majeſty' 
ſubjects, and that the clandeſtine importation of te 
was never at a greater height than ar that preſent 
time, to the prejudice of the revenue, and the ruin 
of the fair traders, who only were ſubject to thoſe op- 
preſſive laws; and therefore praying that the hou: 
would give them ſuch relief, as ro their great wiſdom 
ſhould ſeem meet. Upon this petition a motion was 
made, and the queſtion was put, that the petition 
ſhould be referred to a Committee of the who: 
houſe ; bur it paſſed in the negative, 250 again 
150; tho? the generality without doors were of op- 
nion, that the petitioners did really labour unde 
great hardſhips, and would have fully proved mot 
of the facts ſet forth in their petition, if the ſam: 
had been referred to a Committee. 


Monon.'® On Friday the 27th day of April, a motion wa: 
accounts. made, that the directors of the South-Sea compan 
ſhould lay before the houſe an account of what tum 
of money, South-Sea ſtock, and South-Seararinuirie,M* 
had been received from the truſtees for raiſing mo-MW* fi 
ney on the eſtates of the late directors of rhe South-M' © 
Sea company, and others, diſtinguiſhing the time di tt 
ſuch receipts, and the application thereof, with al c 
the orders and directions of the general courts of th © 
faid company relating to the diſpoſition thereof. Bu fr 
upon putting the queſtion, it likewiſe had the ill far cc 
to pals in the negative. FT 7 
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On Monday the 3oth of April, the ingroſſed bill Pin * 
to prevent the infamous practice of ſtock-jobbing, jobbiog, 


was (according to order) read the third time. 
which the following is a copy, viz. 


Ot 


A Bill to prevent the infamous practice of ſtock-jobbing, 


HEREAS great inconveniences have 
c y V ariſen, and do daily ariſe, by the wicked, 
« pernicious and deſtructive practice of ſtock-job- 
bing, whereby many of his Majeſty's ſubjects have 
been and are diverted from purſuing and exerciſing 
their lawful trades and vocations, to the utter ruin 
« of themſelves and familics, to the great diſcou- 
* ragement of induſtry, and to the manifeſt detri- 


ment of trade and commerce; For remedy whereof, 


May it pleaſe your moſt excellent MAFESTY; 


That it may be enacted; And be it enacted, by the 
King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the 
advice and conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and tem- 
« poral, and Commons, in this preſent Parliament 
* aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, that 
all contracts and agreements whatſoever, which 
* ſhall from and after the | 


be made or entered into by or between any perſon 
* or perſons whatſoever, for delivering, aſſigning, 
* transferring, receiving, accepting, putting, or refu- 
ſing any public or joint ſtock, or other public ſe- 
* curities whatſoever, or any part, ſhare, or intereſt 
* therein, and ſhall not be expreſly ſtipulated, de- 
3 agreed to be performed * the ſpace 
0 of 
from the making thereof; and alſo all wagers and 
* contracts in the nature of wagers, relating to the 
then | preſent or future price or value of any ſuch 
* ſtock or ſecurities aforeſaid, ſhall be 
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0 to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever 
and all premiums, ſum or ſums of money whatſo- 
ever, which ſhall be given, received, paid or de- 
livered, upon all contracts or agreements not ex- 
preſly ſtipulated, declared, or agreed to be per- 
formed within 


am I. acc rus 


- © from the making thereof, or upon any ſuch wagers 
© or contracts in the nature of wagers, as aforeſaid, 
« ſhall be reſtored and repaid to the perſon or per- 
« ſons, who ſhall give, pay, or deliver the ſame, who 


« ſhall be at liberty within 
G from and after the ma- 


king ſuch contract or agreement, or laying any 
< ſuch wager, to ſue for and recover the ſame from 
the perſon or perſons to whom the ſame is or 
< ſhall be paid, or delivered with 1 
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0 And it ſhall be ſufficient therein for the 
« plaintiff to alledge, That the defendant is indebted f 
< to the plaintiff, or has received to the plaintiffs uſe, M- I 
the money or premium ſo paid or received, where- fe 
by the plaintiff's action accrued to him, according . P 
to the form of this ſtatute, without ſetting forth the }M' © 
< ſpecial matter; and in caſe the perſon or perſons, 1 2 
who ſhall pay or deliver ſuch money or premium, M* * 
< as aforeſaid, ſhall not, within the time aforeſaid MW " 
really and bona fide, without covin or colluſion, ſuc, i h; 
and with effect proſecute for the money or pre- 4 
mium ſo by him or them paid, given, or delivered, iſ 2 
as aforeſaid, then it ſhall and may be lawful to and iſ © 
for any other perſon or perſons whatſoever, within. © 
< months next after the making ſuch con · ¶ af 
< tract or agreement, or laying any ſuch wager, a 
« aforeſaid, by any ſuch h | | 
c 


againſt an) 
* ſuch perſon or perſons, who ſhall receive or take 
< the lame, ll 
| « Ay 
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And, for the better diſcovery of the monies ar 
« premium, which ſhall be given, paid or delivered, 
and to be ſued for or recovered, as aforeſaid, 1 is 
« hereby farther enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, 
« That all and every the perſon or perſons, who by 
virtue of this preſent a& ſhall or may be liable to 
abe ſued for the ſame, ſhall be obliged and compel- 
d to anſwer upon oath ſuch bill, as ſhall be pre- 
| « ferred againſt him or them for diſcovering any ſuch 
contract or wager, and the ſum of money or pre- 
o mium fo given, paid ar delivered, as aforeſaid, 


* And be it farther enacted, by the authority afore- 
ny IM © ſaid, That all and every perſon or perſons whatſo- 
m ever, who ſhall enter into, make or execute any 
or © fuch contract, bargain or agreement, not expreſly 
* ſtipulated or agreed to be performed within 
after the making thereof, as aforeſaid, or 
„ ſhall lay any ſuch wager, or make any ſuch con- 
the tract in nature of a wager, as aforeſaid, exce 
ted MW © ſuch perſon or perſons who ſhall actually and bona 
aſe, MW fde, without covin or colluſion, ſue, and with ef- 
ere- fect proſecute for the recovery of the money or 
ling premium, given, delivered, or paid by him, her, 
the or them, as aforeſaid, and alſo except ſuch perſon 
ons or perſons, who ſhall diſcover, and actually and 
um, ona fide, without covin or colluſion, repay ſuch 
ſaid WM monies or premiums, as he, ſhe, or they ſhall have 
ſue, had, taken, received, or been paid as aforeſaid ; 
pre · and alſo all and every brokers, agents, ſcriveners, 
ered, or other perſons, negotiating, tranſacting, or wri- 
and ting any ſuch contract, bargain, or agreement, not 
ithin to be performed within 
* after the making thereof as aforeſaid, ſhall 


And, for preventing the evil practice of com- 
* pounding, or making up differences for ſtocks, or 
* other ſecurities, bought, ſold, or at any time here- 
alter to be agreed ſo J be, Be it farther ee, 
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© by the authority aforeſaid, That no money or other 
conſideration whatſoever, ſhall from and after t 
be vo- 


luntarily given, paid, had, or received, for th: 


lic fecurities, or for the not performing of any 


and after the 


© ſhall 


And whereas it is a frequent and miſchievou 
practice for perſons to ſell and diſpoſe of ſtocks « 
other ſecurities, of which they are not poſſeſſed 
© Be it therefore farther enacted, by the authority i 
< foreſaid, That all contracts and agreements what 
< ever, which ſhall from and after the ſaid 


ling, aſſigning, or transferring of any public 


0 ſoeve 


compounding, ſatisfying, or making up any diff. 
rence for the not delivering, transferring, having « 
receiving any public or joint ftock, or other pub. 


contract or agreement ſo ſtipulated and agreed u 
be performed, but that all and every ſuch contrai# 
and agreement ſhall be ſpecifically performed and 
executed on all ſides, and the ſtock or ſecuriy# 
thereby agreed to be aſſigned, transferred, or de. 
livered, ſhall be actually fo done, and the mo 
ney or other conſideration thereby agree 
to be given and paid for the ſame, ſhall alſo | 
actually and really given and paid; and all ande 
very perſon and perſons whatſoever, who ſhall fron 


voluntarily compound, make up, pay, ſatisfy, tak 
or receive ſuch difference, money, or other con 
© deration whatſoever, for the not delivering, tran{ 
« ferring, aſſigning, having or receiving ſuch ſtocifh 
or other ſecurity fo to be agreed to be deliver 
transferred, aſſigned, had or received, as aforeſail 
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b ſoever, or of any part, ſhare or intereſt therein, 
0-M © whereof the perſon or perſons contracting or agree- 
hb: © ing, or on whoſe behalf the contract or agreement 
fe. © ſhall be made to ſell, aſſign, or transfer the ſame, 
0:8 < ſhall not, at the time of making ſuch contract or 
agreement, be actually poſſeſſed of, or intitled un- 
to, in his, her, or their own right, or in his, her, 
or their own name or names, ſhall be null and void 
to all intents and 3 whatſoever; and all 
and every perſon or perſons whatſoever, contracting 
or agreeing, or on whoſe behalf, and with whoſe 
conſent, any contract or agreement ſhall be made, 
* to ſell, aſſign, or transfer any public or joint 
& ſtock or ſtocks, or other public ſecurities, where- 
of ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall nor, at the time 
of making ſuch contract or agreement, be actual- 
# ly poſſeſſed of or intitled unto, in his, her, or 
their own name or names, or rights, as aforeſaid, 
+5 ſhall 


And all and every broker or brokers, agent 
or agents, who ſhall negotiate, tranſact, or inter- 
meddle in the making, or procuring to be made, 
any ſuch contract or agreement, as aforeſaid, and 
# ſhall know, that the perſon or perſons, by whom 
or on whoſe behalf ſuch contract or agreement ſhall 
| be made, 1s or are not poſſeſſed of, or intitled un- 
to, the ſtock or ſecurity, concerning which ſuch 
contract or agreement ſhall be made, in his, her, 
or their own name or names, or right, ſhall for 
every ſuch offence 


foreſaid, That from and after the ſaid 
I 3 6 all 


And be it farther enafted, by the authority a- 
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all and every broker or brokers, or other perſon or 
« perſons, who ſhall negotiate or act as a broker in 
the buying, ſelling, or otherwiſe diſpoſing of any 
of the ſaid public or joint ſtocks, or other public 
« ſecurities, ſhall reſpectively keep a book or regiſter, 
which ſhall be called The brokers book, in which ſaid 
book he and they ſhall fairly, juſtly, and truly en- 
< terall contracts, agreements and bargains, that he 
or they ſhall from time to time make between any 
prion or perſons whatſoever, on the day of ma- 

ing ſuch contract or agreement, together with the 


VE WEN 


La 


ſellers, and alſo the day of making ſuch contract or 
agreement, to the intent and purpoſe that ſuch bro- 
ker or brokers, and other perſon or perſons, act. 
ing or negotiating as ſuch, as aforeſaid ſhall from 
time to time produce ſuch book or regiſter, when 
< thereunto lawfully required; and in caſe ſuch bro- 
ker or brokers, or any other, who ſhall negotiate 
or act as a broker, in relation to any the matter 
* aforeſaid, ſhall not keep ſuch book or regiſter, a 
<- aforeſaid, or ſhall omit to enter therein fairly, 
« juſtly and truly, any fuch contract, bargain or a- 
greement, as aforeſaid, he or they ſhall for every 
* ſuch offence or omiſſion lhe 


Provided always, that nothing in this act con- 
« tained, ſhall extend or be conſtrued to extend o 


any contracts or agreements for the purchaſe 0 
ſale of any ſtock, annuities, or other public ſecu- 


rities, to be made with the privity of the accoun-· 
tant general of the court of Chancery, in purſuanc 


of any decree or order of the ſaid court; but that 


all ſuch contracts and agreements may be made 
and performed in the ſame manner, as they might 


have been, if this act had never been made. 


Pro- 


2 


names of the principal parties, as well buyers a 
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Provided always, and be it farther enacted, by 

che authority aforeſaid, that this preſent act ſhall | 

18 continue and be in force from the 9 
(3 c for the term q 
| ©0 | 

2 nd from thence to the end of the then next ſeſſion q 
n. * © of Parliament, and no longer. f 
. | This bill, in its procedure through the houſe of 5 
+. Commons, met with little or no oppoſition till it ; 
he came to the third reading: But upon its being read L 

the third time, and the queſtion for its paſſing moved | 
o ©. for, William Glanville, Eſq; one of the members for ; 
o. & {the in Kent, ſtood up, and ſpoke in ſubſtance as ' 
g. follows, viz. | L 
* Sir, There is, in my opinion, a very great Mr. Glan- ; 
o. © hardſhip to be put, by the bill now before us, up- ſpeech. | 
ate on the proprietors of the public funds. As the law 1 
no ſtands, a gentleman may ſell his eſtate, a mer- ik 


FF 
i 
1 


chant or tradeſman may fell his goods, every man 
ly may diſpoſe of his property by a bargain for time, 
zor in whatever manner he pleaſes : But by this 
en bill the creditors of the public, thoſe who have put 
their truſt in the public faith, are to be laid under 

a a particular reſtraint; a reſtraint which they were 
no way ſubject to when they lent their money to 
| © the public: From henceforth they muſt not dif- 


. 


on- ; | 
do bote of their property, but in the particular man- 5 
ner by this bill preſcribed ! a 


= I am, Sir, as great an enemy to ſtock-jobbing 
1un- as any gentleman in this houſe, and for prevent- 
ance ! ing that pernicious practice, I ſhall be glad to join 
that in any meaſures which are not deſtructive of pub- 
| © lic credit, and injurious to private perſons, with 
ight | © reſpect to the free uſe of their property; but, as I 
| © think the meaſures propoſed by this bill will cer- 

* tainly be deſtructive of the one, and injurious to 

pr the other, — cannot let it paſs _ 
I 4 © ou 
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© out taking the liberty of offering my objections a. 
< gainſt it, 

It is in all caſes a great hardſhip put upon peo- 
< ple, to ſubject them to penalties which may often 
by meer 1gnorance be incurred; but in this cafe 
the hardſhip is the greater, becauſe there are many 
© proprietors of the public funds, particularly wo- 
men, who cannot be preſumed to be readers of 
acts of Parliament: They put an intire confidence 
in their brokers, and, if the broker happens to ne- 
glect ſome of the forms preſcribed, the moſt inno- 
< cent perſons may be brought under great penalties, 
< Nay, I may ſay, that if this bill paſſes into a lay, 
it will always be in the power of two or three bro- 
* kers to ſubject thoſe that employ them, to the ſe- 
< vere penalties to be enacted by this bill; for if two 
© brokers ſhould combine, and enter in their books 
a bargain for time, as made between two of their 
< correſpondents, they might eaſily get a third per- 
ſon to combine with them, and to inform again: 
the preſumed buyer and ſeller ; the brokers books 
* ſworn to by the brokers, whom they uſually em- 
ployed, would be a ſtrong proof againſt them; and 
* thus two innocent men might.be brought to ſuffer 
< ſeverely for an agreement which had never enter- 
ed into either of their heads. 

It often happens, Sir, that a gentleman, who 
< foreſees that he ſhall have uſe for his money in 


three or four months time, is well ſatisfied with th: 


6 p_ his ſtock then bears; he cannot then ſell out 


is ſtock for ready money, becauſe he does not 
know what to do with his money in the mean time: 
But as the law now ſtands, he may take advantage 
© of the then current price of ſtock, he may ſell it 
cout at that price, or perhaps at an advanced price, 
to be delivered only when he knows he ſhall have 
£ occaſion for the money; this he acquaints his bro- 
© ker of, and the broker may probably find him out 
* a man who likes the then current price, and e. 
o 
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A. 1733. 
pets money to be thrown into his hands in three 
| © or four months, which he reſolves to employ in 
that fund: In this caſe the buying and ſelling for 
d time is convenient for both, and it is not to be 
queſtioned, but, that many are encouraged to be- 
come purchaſers of ſtock upon this very account; 
therefore the forbidding of any ſuch agreement for 
| © the future, will not only prove to be an inconveni- 
* © ence to many who are now poſſeſſed of ſtock, but 
will prevent ſome people's becoming purchaſers, 
© which, of conſequence, will do harm to the pub- 
lic credit of the nation,” + | 


DEBATES. 


It is well known, Sir, that the chief ſupport of 


* © the credit of our public funds is owing to the rea- 
| © dy acceſs people have, at all times, to the money 
| © they have there lodged 3 but this ready acceſs will, 
© by this bill, be made very precarious, to all thoſe 
Who ſhall hereafter be obliged to fell at once all 
| © the property they have in any particular fund: 
| © For, if the purchaſer ſhould fail to comply with 
his agreement, the ſeller cannot, upon the transfer 
day, compound. the difference with him, and ſell 
d © out his ſtock to another, in order to raiſe the mo- 
* © ney he has immediate uſe for: No, he muſt ſue 
* © the man he ſells to, and for that end he muſt make 
| © a transfer of his ſtock, which transfer muſt ſtand 
{ ©-upon the books during the whole continuance of 
* © the ſuit 3 he cannot, in the mean time, ſell his 
© ſtock to another, for if he did ſo, he would not be 
| © able to ſhew, at the trial, that he had made a ſpe- 
* © cifical performance on his part, and conſequently 
be would certainly be nonſuited, and obliged to 
; pay coſts. 
grievance upon all the proprietors of our public 
funds, and will make many of them reſolve to 
* © turn their money to ſome other ule, 


This, Sir, will be a moſt intolerable 


< I muſt be of opinion, that the making a law to 


prevent men's coming to an amicable compoſition 
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of any difference that may be between them, ſeemz 
to me ſomething extraordinary. This will be ſuch 
a diſcouragement, that no man, I beheve, will 
chuſe to become a purchaſer of any of our funds, 
when he knows that he cannot afterwards ſell out 
his ſtock, without expoſing himſelf to the danger 
of being involved in a law-ſuit, to which he i; 
by law expreſly prohibited to put any end by an 
amicable agreement. And if a purchaſer ſhould, 
by any diſappointment, be diſabled to comply 
with the purchaſe he had made, but was willing 
to pay down, in ready money, the difference, 
which might not, perhaps, amount to five pounds, 
it would be very hard to oblige him to ſtand out 
a law-ſuit to the very laſt, which would coſt him, 
at leaſt, treble that money. 

That, Sir, of obliging a man to anſwer upon 
oath, in a caſe where great penalties, may be in- 
curred, ſeems likewiſe to me to be a very new and 
and a very extraordinary ſort of clauſe : It is no 
way conſonant to the ſpirit of our laws, to oblige 
a man to accuſe himſelf ; and as it lays a founda- 
tion for every perſon that pleaſes to be ſo mali- 
cious, to bring a bill in Chancery againſt any man, 
who is, or ever was poſſeſſed of any of our public 
funds; it will conſequently be a great diſcourage 
ment to any man's becoming a purchaſer, or con- 
tinuing to be a proprietor of thoſe funds, and 
will of courſe tend to the deſtruction of all public 
credit. | 
Another hardſhip I ſhall take notice of, is, Sir, 


that if this bill paſſes, no man, for the future, can 


employ a merchant to buy or ſell ſtock for him; 
for if a merchant ſhould be employed, and ſhould 
charge commiſſion for his trouble, he would incur 
ſome of the penalties of this bill, unleſs he kept a 
regular book, and fairly entered therein all ſuch 
tranſactions, in the ſame manner as brokers are by 
this bill obliged to do. | 1 


Al 
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All theſe, Sir, are hardſhips, which I think the 
| «< creditors of the public ought not to be ſubjected 
dc to, and, therefore, I cannot give my — to 
* the paſſing of this bill. I would ſooner have taken 
* «© notice of theſe things, but there happened to be 
* «© ſucha noiſe and diſturbance in the houſe both upon 
c the ſecond reading of this bill, and likewiſe wht 
| © it was in the committee, that I could not expect 
to be heard, and therefore I did not then riſe up 

* «© to fay any thing againſt it. 


| Williom Bowles, Eſq; one of the members for 
* Bridgeport in Dor ſetſbire, ſpoke next againſt the bill's 
* paſſing ; and after him, | 


Sir George Caſwall ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows, sir George 
n Sir, It is evident that this bill will be extremely £7%4* 
* © inconvenient to all the proprietors, or dealers in 
* © any of our public ſecurities : The words of it are fo 
general, that I do not know but that even navy bills, 
and contracts for furniſhing the navy with provi- 


= © ſions, will be comprehended ; and, if they are, 
. «© the uſual way of dealing in ſuch affairs will be in- 
"| © tirely prevented, which may be of dangerous con- 
is = © ſequence to the nation; for it is well known, that 
© thoſe who contract for furniſhing the navy with 
r & < proviſions, ſeldom or never have as much money of | 
" their own as is ſufficient for making good the con- 


tracts they enter into. It is uſual for a man who 
„ © has not, perhaps, 10, oo0 J. of his own, to contract 
for furniſhing the navy with 40,000 pounds worth 


ne 


, - *"1 POT - ST 


of proviſions; and in ſuch caſes the method always ; 
13 Þ © hitherto obſerved, is, for the contracter, as ſoon 
d as he has made ſuch contract, to go to ſome mo- | 
wk © nied man, who furniſhes him with what money ; 
2 © he ſtands in need of, upon his becoming bound for i 
by * the money advanced, with intereſt from the date, | 


and obliging himſelf to deliver navy bills, at the 
au Price then agreed on, equal to the principal _ 
ih then 


. 
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© then advanced, and the intereſt that ſhall in the 


mean time grow due. 

_ © Thele bills, Sir, I look on as public ſecurities, 
becauſe they are generally every year provided for 
by parliament, and therefore I take them to be 
within the general words of this bill; and as all 


_ © ſuch bills vary a great deal in their price, inſo- 


much, Sir, that I have known them at five-and- 
« forty per cent. diſcount, it will for the future be 
impoſſible for thoſe who contract for furniſhing the 
navy with proviſions, to enter into any ſuch agree- 
ment with any moneyed man whatever, conſe- 
* quently no man can hereafter contract for furniſh- 
ing the navy with more proviſions than he can 
* purchaſe with his own money, which will of 
* courſe make the providing for the navy much more 
difficult than heretofore, This, Sir, is one very 
great inconvenience, which muſt ariſe from this 
bill ; but there are ſo many others, that, in my 
opinion, the title of the bill ought to be altered, 
and inſtead of calling it a bill for preventing the 
« ſcandalous practice of ſtock-jobbing, it ought to 
be called a bill for the deſtroying of public credit. 


Sir John Barnard then roſe up, and ſpoke to the 
© effect as follows, viz. * I did not offer, Sir, to 
* riſe up ſooner, becauſe as we are now upon the 
third reading of this bill, againſt which there were 
few or no objections made in any part of its pro- 
greſs = alas this houſe, I was willing to hear all 
the objections that were to be made againſt it, 
before I roſe up to anſwer, that I might thereby 
give you as little trouble as poſſible. I am, in- 
« deed, ſurpriſed to hear any gentleman ſay, that 
© there was upon any occaſion, ſuch a noiſe in the 
< houſe that he could not be heard: It is true, when 
a bill is a paſſing, which is thought to be a bill of 
< courſe, there are but few gentlemen give great at- 
© tention to it, and upon ſuch occaſions, _— gen- 

T * tlemen 
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« tlemen are not otherwiſe employed, they will fall 
« a talking with one another, which muſt of courſe 
« occaſion ſome little noiſe in the houſe. But every 
| « gentleman knows, that upon any ſuch occaſion, 
« whoever inclines to ſpeak to the bill in hand, may 
« riſe up and call to the chair: It is then the duty of 
| © the chair to order ſilence, and then the houſe will 
become attentive to the gentleman who is to ſpeak. 
his is the method of proceeding in this houſe, and 
this, Sir, you have always taken a proper care to 
| © ſee punctually obſerved. 

I wiſh, Sir, with all my heart, that the gentle- 
men had made their objections to this bill when it 


. vas before the committee, for then it might have 
n been made to their on liking, if it be poſſible to 
ft W make any ſuch bill to their liking. When any bill 
e is brought into this houſe, it is uſual for all gen- 
dlemen who have a mind that ſome bill of that 
s nature ſhould paſs, to make their objections to 
che parts of it they find fault with, either upon the 
l, * ſecond reading, or upon its being committed; be- 
e W © cauſe, that, if their objections be well-founded, 
ef i ſuch amendments may then be made to the bill, as 


may obviate all objections that can be reaſonably 
made againſt it: But when gentlemen have no 
c mind that any bill of that nature ſhould pals, it is 
Oo well known that they reſerve all their objections to 
© WW © the very laſt, in order to throw out the bill upon 
re its third reading: For this reaſon I muſt, Sir, have 
ſome ſuſpicion, that thoſe gentlemen, who now 
begin to make their objections againſt the bill we 
t. have at preſent before us, have no mind that any 
7 * ſuch bill ſhould paſs, as would effectually put an 
n end to the practice of ſtock- jobbing. 
at WF I find, Sir, it is granted upon all hands, that 
1c the practice of ſtock-jobbing is pernicious to the 
n trade, and to the people of this nation: This then 
of ass an evil that ought to be remedied if poſſible; 
t- and by the bill now before us, we are, at leaſt we 
N- r propoſe 
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* propoſe to remedy this evil. Now, Sir, in all ſuch 
caſes, it is certain that no remedy can be propoſed, 
but what will be attended with ſome inconvenien- 
ces, and therefore we are to conſider on which ſide 
the ballance lies; whether the inconveniences, re- 
medied by the law propoſed, are more conſidera- 
ble than the inconveniences that may be occaſioned 
thereby, or if the laſt be more conſiderable than the 
firſt ? If we judge that the firſt are the moſt con- 
ſiderable, we are ſurely to paſs the bill, notwith- 
ſtanding thoſe inconveniences that may be occa- 
ſioned thereby: If we judge that the laſt are the 
moſt conſiderable, we are to throw out the hill, 
and rather continue under the former evil than 
ſubject ourſelves to a greater. This, Sir, is cer- 
tainly the proper rule to judge by in the preſent 
caſe, and, therefore, by his rule let the bill now 
before us be tried, 
The many bad conſequences of ſtack-jobbing 
are, I believe, well known, and that it is high 
time to put an end to that infamous practice, ls, 
what, I hope moſt gentlemen in this houſe ar 
convinced of. It is a lottery, or rather a gaming 
houſe, publicly ſet up in the middle of the city af 
London, by which the heads of our merchants and 
tradeſmen are turned from getting a livelihood, ar 
an eſtate by the honeſt means of induſtry and fru- 
ality, and are inticed to become gameſters by the 
1 of getting an eſtate at once. It is, Sir, not 
only a lottery, but a lottery of the very worſt ſort, 
becauſe it is always in the power of the principal 
managers to beſtow the benefit tickets as — have 
a mind. It is but lately ſince, by the arts and prac- 
tices of ſtock-jobbing, the Zaſt-Indig ſtock was run 
up to 200 per cefft, and ina little time after it tum- 
© bled down again below 150; ſeveral millions were 
© loſt and won by this ſingle job, many poor men 
were undone ; ſo dang 44, were ſome men, at 
s that 
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h « that time, in the infamous practice of ſtock- job- | 
b bing, that after that ſtock began to fall, they ſold 4 
it cheaper for time than for ready money, which # 
lc no man would have done, unleſs he had been 4 
made acquainted with the ſecret which came after- 2 
. « wards to be unfolded, but was then known to a | 
d ff « very few. 4 
ic WW We know, Sir, how apt mankind ate in their i1 
oy natures to become gameſters ; but in this game I 
b. « of ſtock- jobbing, our merchants, tradeſmen, and 

: | © ſhopkeepers, are prompted not only by their own 

e 


inclinations, but alſo by ſome of their acquaintance, 
„ who have taken up the trade of being brokers in 
n © Exchange-Alley. It is natural for men to endea- 
rvour to make the moſt of the buſineſs they purſue; 
nt and where there are ſuch a number of brokers, we 
OV WW © may believe that ſome of them do endeavour to 
* perſuade all thoſe of their acquaintance to become 
ns WW ſtock-jobbers. The broker comes perhaps to the 
g © merchant, and talks to him of the many fatigues 
„ and dangers, the great trouble and the ſmall pro- 
ar fits that are in his way of trade; and after having 
ns done all he can to put the man out of conceit with 
af his own buſineſs, which is often too eaſily effectua- 
nd WF « ted, he then tells him, that if he will allow him 
do dig for him in the rich mine of Exchange-Alley, 
he may get more for him in a day, than he could 
the get by his trade in a twelve- month. Thus the mer- F 
not WW © chant is perſuaded ; he engages, he goes on for 6 
ort, © ſome time, but never knows what he is a doing 
pal IF till he is quite undone : His juſt creditors are ſur- 
ae © priſed ; what, ſay they, this man had a good ſtock 
lac © to begin with, he has had a good trade for ſeveral 
rw I © years, he never lived extravagantly, what is be- 
am- I © come of his effects and money? They inquire, they 
* ſearch into his affairs, and at laſt perhaps they find 
nen © out that the whole was gamed away by his broker 
at © in Exchange - Alley. 
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This, Sir, may, for what I know, increaſe pub- 
lic credit for a time, but J am ſure it is a great 
diſcouragement to trade, which is the chief, the 
* only ſolid ſupport of public credit; and it is the 
ruin of all private credit, it deſtroys that mutual 
faith among merchants, by which only our trade 
can be made to proſper and flouriſh, This, Sir, i 
a a domeſtic evil, an evil which, though fatal in it; 
£ conſequences, yet does not perhaps immediately 
draw any money out of the nation; but there is; 
© foreign evil attending the game of ſtock-jobbing, 
< by which the nation may be plundered. of great 
* ſums of money at once. It is, by the means of 
« ſtock-jobbing, always in the power of every fo- 
< reign court to raiſe contributions upon this nation 
© whenever they pleaſe : They have no more to do, 
but to ſend over and order a great deal of ſtock to 
be ſold out at the current price for time, then rail: 
an alarm of the Pretender, or ſome ſuch alarm, 
* by which they may make all our. public fund; 
fall perhaps 20 per cent. and ſo purchaſe in ſtock 
20 per cent. cheaper than they ſold, in order to 
perform their part of the contracts they had betor: 
made for time. Thus, Sir, they may make a har- 
veſt of the fall of our public funds, and as they 
know beſt. when the alarm will blow over, they 
8 _ make a new harveſt of their riſe. 

© Theſe, Sir, are but a few of the many incon- 
< veniences that. ariſe by ſtock-jobbing, Give me 
leave now to examine thoſe inconveniences, which 


< *tis pretended will be occaſioned by the paſſing of 


< this bill into a law: As to the real and honeſt 
< creditors of the public, I have as great a regard 
for that faith which ought to be preſerved towards 
them, as any gentleman whatever; I ſhall ncvet 
be for doing any thing that may leſſen their ſecu- 
< rity, as to the payment either of the principal or 


_ © intereſt, and I wiſh that every gentleman in this 
* houſe was of the ſame mind, But can it be * | 
ps eh gg en gon 
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| «© that the making ſuch regulations as the public good 


requires, for the transferring of their property from 
« one to another, 1s any impeachment of the public 
« faith? The preventing of ſtock-jobbing, is ſo far 
from being a breach of public faith, that Jam ſure 
« it is what all the honeſt creditors of the public wiſh 
and deſire : And as there is nothing in the bill that 
can be a hardſhip upon any fair purchaſer or ſeller, 
© it will be ſo far from being deſtructive to public 
credit, that it will rather increaſe it, becauſe it will 
make the value of every man's properry in the pub- 


| © lic funds more certain and invariable ; for all thoſe 


« who have no other aim but to receive their divi- 
« dends punctually, and to have their principal mo- 
© ney ſecure, chuſe to be in that fund which is ſub- 
« ject to the feweſt and leaſt mutations ; and this is 
the reaſon that we always ſee the annuity funds bear 
© a higher price in proportion, than any of our tra- 
* ding ſtocks. 

Io fay, that no penalty ought to be inflicted on 
© a practice that is found to be inconſiſtent with the 
public good, becauſe perſons ignorant of the law, 
may thereby ſuffer, ſeems to me, Sir, to be a ve- 
ry odd pretence. I hope gentlemen will, in all 
other caſes, be as careful of inflicting penalties up- 
* on the ſubject : It is indeed what never ought to be 
done, but in caſes of the utmoſt neceſſity ; but 
© where the advancement of the public good, or the 
* ſecurity of private property can be come at in no 


other way, it muſt be done, and every man is ob- 


\ liged to know the law, or to apply himſelf to 
* thoſe that do. In the preſent caſe, no man can 
by ignorance ſubje& himſelf to the penalties pro- 
* poſed in this bill, without ſome diſhoneſt intent; 
for I am convinced, that no man ever did, or ever 
* will, either buy or ſell ſtock for time, unleſs he 
* knows more, or at leaſt thinks he knows more 
about that ſtock than the man to whom he ſells, or 


* from whom he buys, which intention is certainly 
Vol. XI. K © not 
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© not very fair, though, when it is not extended to c 
far, it may be neceſſary to overlook it in the wa iſt fut 
of commerce. 

This, Sir, leads me to conſider the pretende! . jeC 
< conveniences of bargains in ſtock for time. Sup. 
© poſe a gentleman finds he muſt fell out his ſtock bu 
three months hence, ſuppoſe another expects me. Mat 
< ney in three months time, which he intends to lay co 
© out on the purchaſe of ſtock, I believe neither the WM: rog 
one will purchaſe, nor the other ſell till that tim . the 
© comes, unleſs he knows, or thinks he knows ſom WW the 
« ſecretrelating to that ſtock which other people ar WM nei 
< not aware of; for if he that is to ſell expects no vi 
© riation in the value of his property, why ſhould he 
© ſell till he has occaſion for his money? But grant. 
© ing that he is ſo much ſatisfied with the then cur. 
rent price, that he abſolutely reſolves to ſell at tha 
very time, may he not ſell for ready money, and 
© lodge his money in the bank till he has occaſion 
for it, ſince no man can pretend but that his mo- 
© ney is as ſecure, when lodg'd in the bank, as i 
can be in any of our public funds? And as to th 
© buyer, I am ſure no wiſe man will venture to pur: 
© chaſe ſtock till he has the money at command, um 
© leſs he does it in expectation that the ſtock wil 
„ riſe, which is downright gaming, and what is in. 
* tended by this bill to be prevented. | 

As to a man's being obliged to anſwer up 
* oath to any bill filed againſt him, it can be no hard 
© ſhip, becauſe whoever does ſo anſwer, and fairl 
* diſcovers the agreement made, is free from all pe- 
< nalties z he becomes liable to nothing but to retun 
© the money which he received; and as the law nov 
© ſtands, whoever receives money to another's ut, 


is obliged to anſwer upon oath, and will be obl: 


* ged to return the money he confeſſes ſo to have re 
« ceived, 


« To 
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« To pretend, Sir, that by this bill men may be 
t ſubjected to great penalties, by the perjury and 
« conſpiracy of two or three brokers, is another ob- 
© jection for which there is no foundation; for againſt 
[ perjuries and conſpiracies there can be no guard, 
but that of a fair trial by an honeſt jury; by ſuch 
a trial any ſuch conſpiracy might probably be diſ- 
covered; it would be almoſt impoſſible for three 
© rogues to concert their ſtory 1o together, but that 
the conſpiracy would be diſcovered by examining, 
them apart, and croſs-queſtioning each, in the man- 
© ner uſual at all trials; fo that this too is nothing 
but an imaginary evil; and is as ſtrong an ob- 
© jection againſt every penal law, that ever was, or 
© ever can be enacted, as it is againſt the bill now 
© before us, 
There is nothing in this bill, Sir, that can ob- 
lige any man to go to law, either as plaintiff or 
« defendant, contrary to his inclinations, or that 
can prevent his making up any difference there 
may be between him and another; for tho? the 
buyer of the ſtock may not perhaps be able to pay 
for the ſtock he had bought, becauſe of ſome diſ- 
um appointment he has in the mean time met with, 
yet 1t 18 not to be preſumed, that he will not be 
sur able to pay the difference in ready money, and if 
he can pay that in ready money at the books, 
paß cannot he immediately fell out the ſtock to ano- 
are ther at the then current price, and thereby raiſe 
ur the reſt of the money, which he may order to be 
pe delivered to the man who ſold to him? May not 
tung every bargain be thus ſpecifically performed, if the 
nov parties are inclined ſo to do? In this the only in- 


bi 


00 


uſe WW convenience is, that there muſt be a double tranſ- 


pb fer, which is performed with ſo little trouble or 
ere expence, that I hope it will be no way regarded 


in the preſent debate. And as it may be ſuppo- 


ſed, that if this bill paſſes into a law, there will 
Io be few or no purchaſers bur ſuch as are able to per- 
2 N « form 
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form at the time they purchaſe ; therefore the othe 
objection, of the ſeller's being obliged to keep his 
ſtock till the end of a tedious law-ſuit, is of ng 
weight; for as every purchaſer will be able, and 
will probably be willing, to perform his part « 
the agreement, it is not to be preſumed that then 
will ever be any law-ſuits upon that head. 

I am really ſurpriſed, Sir, to hear gentleme 
talk of their being, by this bill, prevented from 
employing a merchant or friend to buy or ſel 
ſtock for them; ſuch gentlemen do not, it ſeems, 
know that commiſſion and brokerage are two di- 
ferent articles : If a merchant is employed to by 
or ſell ſtock for another, he may either do it him. 
ſelf, or he may employ a broker; if he employ 
a broker, he charges both brokerage and commil 
ſion, and if he does it himſelf he charges only com. 
miſſion : In neither caſe does he act as a broker, 
nor will he be obliged to keep any book for tha 
purpoſe. 1 3 

© I have now, Sir, gone through all the materi 
objections I have heard made againſt this bill. | 
hope I have ſhewn, that there is no weight in an 
of them; I hope I have ſhewn, that all the incor: 
veniences which are pretended to arife from this bil 
are imaginary ; and I think I have ſhewn very re 
inconveniences ariſing from the infamous pradtic 
of ſtock- jobbing, and every gentleman in the hou: 
may ſuggeſt to himſelf a great many more. We 
ought to conſider, that no bad cuſtom or pradtic 


<a @a A. Nv 


got by; and let the practice be as pernicious as 1 
will, we may preſume, that thoſe who get by l 
will endeavour to raiſe objections againſt ever 
effectual remedy that can be offered; but as n 

entleman in this houſe can be any way concern 
in the gettings by ſtock-jobbing, fo, T hope, the 
will not allow themſelves to be milled by any i 


© yolous 
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« yolous objections, ſtarted without doors, by thoſe 
« who are.“ 


that there was a great deal of money loſt and won 
by the late ſudden riſe and fall of Eaſt-India ſtock, 
and I am perſuaded that a great many of thoſe, 
© who became purchaſers upon the riſe of that ſtock, 
© were ſuch as never intended to hold the ſtock for 
the ſake of the dividend, but that they were ſuch as 
bought only with a view of making an advantage 
by ſelling it out again at an advanced price: This, 
* *tis true, is a ſort of gaming, but it is of ſuch a ſort 
* as cannot be intirely prevented, even by the bill 
* now before us; ſo that, in ſuch a caſe, no great 
benefit can be expected by the bill; and in many 
* caſes it will certainly be attended with great incon- 
veniences. I ſhall mention only two, the firſt of 
which is that of the long annuities : It often hap- 
* pens that in the ſale of ſuch public ſecurities, the 
* ſeller muſt deduce his title in the ſame manner as 
* if he were to ſell a land eſtate ; ſo that it will be 
* impoſſible for him to compleat the conveyance 
in ten days, which is the time limited in this 
bill; and therefore I am of opinion, that the 
ale of ſuch annuities will, in many caſes, be- 
one impracticable, if this bill ſhould paſs into a 
aw, | $ 
It is certain, Sir, that merchants may ſell goods 
oo be delivered at any time the contractors ſhall 
agree on: I know that in the Ryſha trade, it is 
uſual for the merchants concerned in that trade, to 
enter into contracts to deliver hemp at a certain 
price, at a certain future time, though, perhaps, 
at the time of making the contract, the hemp is 
not ſo much as purchaſed or contracted for in 
Ruſſia: This is a privilege which is enjoyed by all 
merchants, with reſpect to the goods they deal in, 
| K 3 and 
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Colchefteran Eſſex, ſaid, * Sir, I make no doubt but fas. 
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© and I can ſee no reaſon why the yy rietors of 


. 2 public funds ſhould not enjoy the lame privi. 
6 ae. 7225 

The other inconvenience I ſhall mention, is, 
That of the diſappointments which ſome of the 
public creditors may meet with in the ſale of their 
< properties, which will certainly be much aggrava- 
ted by this bill: Suppoſe a man enters into an a. 
£ greement for the purchaſe of a land eſtate, and co- 
< venants to pay the price againſt ſuch a day, under 
* a great penalty; for enabling him to perform his 
agreement, he ſells out 10,000 J. of his ſtock, to 
be delivered ſome few days before that day on 
* which he 1s, by his covenant, obliged to pay for 
his eſtate: Suppoſe the purchaſer of the ſtock doc 
not come to accept of the ſtock, or to pay the 
price; as the law now ſtands, the ſeller of the ſtock 
may make a tender of his ſtock at the books, and 
may ſell it out next transfer day at the riſque of the 
buyer, by which he is enabled to pay for his e. 
* ſtate, and he may recover from the purchaſer «& 
* his ſtock, what he loſt by his not accepting and 
paying for the ſtock according to agreement: But 
if this bill paſſes into a law, the ſeller ot itock 
muſt, I ene on keep his ſtock till the end of the 
law⸗ ſuit between him and the buyer, in order chat 
he may be always ready to make a ſpecifical pr: 
* formance ; by which means, if he has no other fund 
for railing ready money, he muſt ſubject himſelfto 
* the penalty of his covenant, as to the purchaſe cf 
the eſtate. As theſe are inconveniences which may 
often occur, I think it hard to ſubject the pro 
<:prietors-of the public funds to them ; and there. 
* fore I ſhall be againſt the bill's paſſing in the form 
it is at preſent? 225 


"A 


Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer. * Sir, I wiſh 
© the objections now ſtarted againſt the paſſing ©! 
« this bill, had been mentioned either upon the e. 
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| © enough to prevent its paſſing, 
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cond reading, or in the committee: I do really 
« think that the bill might have been drawn up, as 
to ſome parts of it, with ſomething of more per- 
« ſptcuity, as to have intirely obviated the objec- 
tions now made to it; but as moſt of the objec- 
tions now made are founded upon miſtakes, as to 
« the meaning and intention of the bill, Iam there- 
« fore of opinion, that they ought not to be of weight 


* As to what the honourable gentleman was plea- 
« ſed to mention about navy contracts, I cannot think 
that they come any way under the caſe now before 
*us, The navy always contracts to pay ready 
money to all thoſe who agree to furniſh them with 
any ſtores or proviſions, and after a man has en- 
* tered into rh a contract, he may certainly ſell, 
* or aſſign any intereſt, or any ſhare of the intereſt 
he has therein, to another, notwithſtanding the bill 
* now before us, Upon ſuch contracts the money 
is indeed generally paid by navy bills, but that 
cannot hinder the private contracter to raiſe money 
* upon his contract after what manner he pleaſes ; he 
may even oblige himſelf to deliver navy bills at 
* ſuch a price; for before they are iſſued, they ſure- 
* ly cannot be deemed to be public ſecurities ;z and if 
© upon delivering the ſtores and proviſions, the na- 


vy ſhould actually pay ready money to the private 


* contracter, can it be ſo much as pretended, that 
* he would then be obliged to deliver navy-bills to 
the perſon from whom he had borrowed money, 
* upon his contract with the navy: Would not, in 
ſuch a caſe, the repayment of the money borrowed, 
* with intereſt, be a full performance of his engage- 
ment with the lender? Navy bills, indeed, after 
they are once iſſued, do certainly become public 
* ſecurities, and then they are to be bought and ſold 


in the manner preſcribed by this bill, which can no 
way injure public credit. 
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As to the objection againſt compounding, or vo- 
< luntarily receiving any difference, I cannot think, 
that the law, as to the performance on the ſeller's 


” © part, is any way altered by this bill. He is not, 


< by this bill, obliged to keep the ſtock fold in his 
« poſſeſſion, any longer than 6 was before; he may 
< certainly perform upon his part by a tender of the 
« ſtock, in the ſame manner as he could have done 
before; he may then ſell out his ſtock, and he may 
bring his action againſt the buyer for not perform. 
< ing his part of the contract, upon which action 
< he will recover the difference by way of da- 
mages. | | 
Indeed, that objection relating to the long an- 
< nuities, has ſomething more in it, and therefore! 
< wiſh it had been provided againſt by ſome words, 
or ſome clauſe in the bill; but it is a caſe that will 
happen but ſeldom, and the difficulty may be, by 
proper management and diſpatch, in all caſes, ſur- 
mounted, and therefore I do not think it ſufficient 
for throwing out the bill; for the practice of itock- 
jobbing has been ſo prejudicial to this nation, that 
no trivial objection ought to take place againſt : 
© bill by which, I think, that practice will be pre- 
« vented for the future. W 
I have, Sir, long wiſhed for ſome ſuch bill: 
Every one knows how even the adminiſtration has 
© been ſometimes diſtreſſed by the practiſes of ſtock- 
© jobbers: They have correſpondents ſettled at al 
the courts of 1 and upon all occaſions of mo- 
ment they have their expreſſes, who make much 
greater diſpatch than the government expreſſes can 
do, becauſe they are generally much better paid, 
and better appointed for that purpoſe. . 
II T muſt fay, Sir, that the late practices in the 
Eaſt-India ſtock, were really ſomething ſurpri- 
* ling; there might perhaps be ſome, who, upon its 
« riſe, bought only with a view of ſelling out again 
at an advanced price; but I am perſuaded there 
5 > bat 6 were 
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« were others who bought even at the higheſt price, 

with an honeſt intention, and without any other 
view but that of holding the ſtock they bought, 
and taking their dividends as they ſhould become 
* due. The price of that ſtock, and of every other 
« ſtock, muſt always be according to the value of 
money at the time, and the dividend made, or that 
may probably be made upon the ſtock : At that 
time our 4 per cents were felling at a premium, 
* even our 3 per cents were ſelling at very near par, 
and therefore we muſt conclude, that according to 
* the value of money at that time, an annuity of 4 per 
cent. was very well worth 100 J. principal money. 
* That campany had divided 8 per cent. for many 
years; they had but juſt before paid 200,000 J. 

* to the government, for a prolongation of their 


term; and at the ſame time they had declared, 
© they were able to do all this, and likewiſe to pay 


© off 4 or 500,000 J. of their bonds, out of the pro- 
© fits of their trade: From all which, thoſe who 
* were not in the deepeſt ſecrets of their affairs, had 
very good reaſon to conclude, that they would 
* have been able to have continued the ſame dividend 
for many years to come, and that therefore too. 
* Eaſt-India ſtock, was a cheap purchaſe when bought 
even for 200/, The reſolution was ſoon after ta- 
ken for diminiſhing their dividend, and that was 
as natural a reaſon for the fall of their ſtock, as 
* their former declarations had been for its riſe. 
* What were the motives for this management I ſhall 
* not pretend to determine ; but I am afraid, that 
the game of ſtock- jobbing is often the cauſe of ma- 
nagements in that, and all other public funds: If 
* we deſtroy the caule, the effects muſt ceaſe, and of 
* conſequence the price of all public ſtocks will be- 
come more certain and fixed, which will, I am ſure, 
* make them more valuable to all honeſt purchaſers. 
The fluftuating of the price can be no advantage 
to any but brokers, and to thoſe who have a mind 

to, 
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© to make indirect advantages by ſtock-jobbing : 


< Thoſe practiſes will, I think, be prevented by this 


< bill, conſequently it will tend to the improvement 


Lord Har- 


of public credit, and therefore I ſhall be for its 
* palling.” 


Lord Harvey ſaid, In the debate now before 


0 f ſpecch. c us, I cannot agree with my honourable friend over 


* the way. I muſt be of opinion, that if this bill 
<« paſſes, no ſeller can ſue for any difference upon the 
£ ſtock ſold, nor can he recover damages, which! 
© take to be the ſame with difference, unleſs he has 
the ſtock in his poſſeſſion the whale time of the 
< ſuit : By this bill every bargain is to be ſpecifically 
performed, and therefore the feller, as I take it, 
* muſt ſue only for a ſpecifical performance, which 
no ſeller can pretend to ſue. for, unleſs he is, at all 
times, during the continuance of the ſuit, in a con- 
< dition and ready to pertom {pecifically upon his 
part; for which end he malt always have of that 
« ſtock which he has fold, ar leaſt as much as he is 
© obliged to deliver to the buyer; and therefore, if 
© a man has ſold all the fhare he has in any public 
fund, in order to enable him to perform his part 
© of an agreement about ſomething elle, if the buyer 


© does not come to take the ſtock, and pay the price, 


Sir I;? iam 
es 


Merch. 


« the ſeller muſt ſubject himſelf to the penalty of his 
© other agreement, or he mult give up all preten- 
ces for recovering any thing from the buyer of his 
« ſtock, either by way of difference or damages. 
This will be a great hardſhip upon all ſtock-hold- 
« ers, and as they will, by this bill, be ſubjected to 


a great many other inconveniences, and to ſeveral 


dangerous and heavy penaltics, I ſhall therefore be» 


« againſt its paſling,” 


Sir William Yonge. Sir, in the caſe now before 
us, I take it to be of no conſequence, whether or 
no the leller can recover either difference or dama- 

ges 
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ges; and therefore, whether or no they be in effect 
the ſame, is no material queſtion. I am very well 
5 convinced, that no circumſtances can ever lay a 
man under the neceſſity of buying or ſelling for 
time; no man can ſo much as have an inclination 
that way, unleſs he be endowed with ſomething of 
* the ſpirit of gaming, or unleſs he knows a ſecret 
* by which he thinks he can make an unjuſt advan- 
tage of the perſon he ſells to, or purchaſes from; 
« and therefore, Sir, I look upon the putting a final 
* end to this practice, to be one of the principal aims 
of this bill. T really, Sir, muſt ſay, that IJ have 
not heard one material objection offered againſt this 
bill; and as I was one of thoſe appointed to bring 
it in, I can fay, that all poſſible care was taken 
* to make the words as plain, and the terms as eaſy, 

* as were conſiſtent with putting an effectual end to 
the evils againſt which the bill was originally pro- 
+ poſed. However, as the bill is to go to another 
place, I do not know but ſome few words may be 
added or altered, in order to obviate, as much as 
F 


poſſible, all objections that have been, or may be 
made to the bill. 


er Sir John Barnard again ſtood up, and ſaid, *© Sir, 75 Mob 
e it is very certain that long annuities are included i in a 
15 + this bill; they muſt not be bought or fold hereaf- 
N- ter, but according to the manner preſcribed by this 
18 bill; But Jam certain, that can be no objection to 
8. * the paſſing of it; for no wiſe man, no honeſt man, 
d- s will prefume to fell any thing, till he has made his 
0 title to it as clear as the nature of the thing can ad- 
ral * mit of; and therefore I think, that no poſſeſſor of 
be* * a long annuity will preſume to ſell till after he has 
© deduced his title, and made it fo clear, that no dif- 
* ficulty can be made in approving of it, in which caſe 
Ire all ſuch bargains may be ſpecificallyperformed with- 
or in ten days after the making thereof; but if any ac- 
"a | * cidentaldelay ſhould in the mean time happen, the 
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parties may, by mutual conſent, = off the ſpecifi- 
cal performance for what time they pleaſe ; there 
is nothing in this bill that can prevent ſuch a mu- 
tual indulgence, 
el did not before take notice of the objection 
made, That this bill, if it paſſes, may be the oc- 
caſion of the bringing many ſuits in equity againſt 
the poſſeſſors of our public funds. This, I muſt 
« ſay, Iam ſurpriſed at; what guard has any man, 
as the law now ſtands, againſt Chancery ſuits ? May 
not any man now bring a bill in equity againſt 
me, and ſet forth, that I owe him a large ſum of 
money, tho? I never had any dealings with the 
man in my life? Such a bill may certainly be 
brought, but I know what would be the fate of it; 
I know it would be diſmiſſed with coſts. This is 
my dependence, I know I have never done any 
thing that may render me liable to the having of 
« ſuch a bill brought againſt me, and therefore I de- 
pend on it that no ſuch bill will ever be brought. 
And would it not be the ſame if the bill now be- 
fore us ſhould paſs ? Is it to be ſuppoſed that any 
man would ſubject himſelf to the immediate ex- 
< pence of ten or a dozen pounds, and the danger 
of being obliged to pay twenty or thirty more, 
* unleſs he had very ſtrong proofs againſt the man 
* whom he made defendant to his bill? This, Sir, 
zs really putting caſes almoſt impoſſible, in order 
* from thence to raiſe objections againſt a bill, for 
the remedy of what is by every gentleman in this 
6 15 0 acknowledged to be a moſt inſufferable 
evil.“ | 


= EST. 
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William Glanville, Eſq; roſe up again, and ſaid, 
Sir, I muſt obſerve, that the poſſeſſor of a long 
* annuity, who has a mind to ſell, may think his 
title as clear as the ſun at noon-day, and yet when 
he comes to ſhew it to the purchaſer, he = . 

ever 


| 
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« ſeveral objections: In ſuch caſe it muſt be laid be- 
fore the purchaſer's counſel, he muſt examine all 
© the title-deeds, and a conveyance muſt be drawn 
© up and ſettled by counſel, both for the ſeller and 
buyer, and this will be admitted, I believe, not to 
be practicable in ten days, ſo that I muſt ſtill be 
« of opinion, that the ſale of ſuch public ſecurities 
© will, by this bill, be made very dangerous and dif- 
« ficult, if not altogether impoſſible. 

As to bills in equity, it is certain, that no man 
« will ever file ſuch a bill, unleſs he expects ſome 
« diſcovery by the defendant's anſwer. As the law 
now ſtands, no man can expect any diſcovery from 
da man with whom he never had any tranſactions : 
« But by the bill now before us, every man will 
have ſome encouragement to expect a diſcovery of 
« ſomething he may make an advantage of by the 
« defendant's anſwer, if ſuch defendant ever was a 
« dealer in any of our public funds ; becauſe, if he 
ever made a contract contrary to the terms of this 
« bill, he will be obliged to diſcover it by his an- 
« ſwer, and tho? he may be thereby diſcharged from 
the penalty, yet the other party contracting with 


him is not; ſo that the perſon who files the bill 


may thereby make an advantage, either by reco- 
« vering the money received by the defendant upon 
an unlawful contract, or by grounding an infor- 
mation upon that anſwer, for recovering a penalty 
from the other party concerned in ſuch unlawful 
contract or compoſition ; and therefore, I think, it 
is evident, that if this bill paſſes, the proprietors of 
the public funds will be more liable to have bills 
in equity preferred againſt them, than any other 
« perſons in the kingdom are. 

I ſhall conclude, Sir, with taking notice of one 
© caſe, where people are often obliged to ſell before 


© they can be ready to deliver, and that is in the caſe 


© of executors and truſtees, where the truſt ſtock 
© muſt generally be fold by a bill in GO - 
913751. | « ſuc 
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e ſuch caſes, according to the practice now obſerved, 
© they muſt ſell before they bring their bill, becauſe 
the purchaſer is always made a party to the ſuit ; 
© and every man knows, that a Chancery ſuit cannot 
<. be began and ended, and the bargain ſpecifically 
performed in ten days time. 


Thothas Bootle, Eſq; * Sir, I riſe up only to recti- 
© fy ſome miſtakes that I find gentlemen ſeem to 
< be in with reſpect to the prefent practice of the 
* hw, According to the preſent practice, no mar 
< that fells ſtock is obliged to keep his ſtock for any 
< time after the day on which he contracted to de- 
< liver it: If the buyer do not come on that day to 
accept the ſtock, and pay the price he agreed to 
give for it, the ſeller makes publication at the 
© books for him to come and accept, and pay for 
© the ſtock which he is then ready to deliver accord- 
ing to his contract: An actual transfer is made 
upon the books, and that transfer ſtands till the 
< ſhutting up of the books for that day; if, in that 
time, the buyer do not come to accept of, and pay 
< for the ſtock ſo transferred, the transfer is then can- 
« celled, and upon next transfer-day, the ſeller may 
< fell his ſtock to whomſoever he pleaſes, at the cur- 
rent price of that day, and if he ſells it at a loſs, 
he has an action upon a breach of covenant againſt 
the buyer, upon which action he always recovers 
© the difference by way of damages : The publica- 
tion and transfer made at the books upon the day 
agreed on, and proved duly in court, is always 
taken for a ſpecifical performance on the part of 
the ſeller, the buyer has no title to come at any 
time after that day to demand a new ſpecifical 
performance. This is the preſent practice in all 
© ſuch caſes, and I am ſure doe is nothing in the 
bill now before us which can alter the preſent prac- 
< tice in that reſpect; and therefore I muſt — 
that as to this caſe, no ſtock-holder can be pp. 
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under any difficulty or hardſhip by the bill now 


before us. 

With reſpect, Sir, to the long annuities, why 
may not they be ſold as land- eſtates generally are? 
In the ſale of land- eſtates, when the ſeller finds out 
© one who is willing to be the purchaſer, the firſt 
thing he does is to ſatisfy him about the title, be- 
fore they ſo much as talk about the price, or exa- 
mine particularly into the value of the eſtate to 
* be fold. If this method be obſerved with reſpe& 
to the ſale of long annuities, it cannot be ſaid, 
but that the agreement may be ſpecifically per- 
formed by both parties within ten days after ma- 
king the lame, 

As to the ſale of ſtock veſted in executors or 
* truſtees, there is no neceſſity of ſelling it before the 
bill in Chancery be filed; there is no neceſſity of 
* ſelling it before a decree paſſes for that purpoſe : 
It may be ſuggeſted in the bill, that ſuch a man 
is willing to become a purchaſer, and he may be 
made a party to the ſuit, as well as if he had actu- 
© ally become a purchaſer ; the effect would be the 
* ſame, and he would get his coſts in the one caſe 
© as well as in the other. 

And as to the ſtock-holders being expoſed to 
© the danger of having bills in Chancery filed fre- 
* quently againſt them, there is nothing in it; no 
* fair dealer in ſtocks can ever be expoſed to ſuch a 
* danger, for whoever files ſuch a bill, muſt ſet forth 
the unlawful contract particularly; we are not to 
* imagine, that, from any clauſe in this bill, a man 
will be allowed to bring a bill in equity, and ſug- 
* geſt generally that the defendant has made ſome 
* unlawful contracts in ſtocks, and pray that he 
may be obliged to diſcover all his dealings; no; 
the plaintiff muſt certainly ſet forth the particular 
contract of which he prays a diſcovery ; and this 
* he cannot do, unleſs there has not only been ſome 
* ſuch unlawful contract, but ſuch an unlawtul con- 

tract 
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tract as he has had ſome information of; and if 
upon the iſſue of the cauſe, his information appcars 
to be groundleſs, he may expect to be made pay 
all coſts of ſuit; ſo that no man can have reaſon 
© to be afraid of any ſuch bilPs being filed again(! 
© him, unleſs he has actually made ſome unlaw ful 
contract; and that no ſuch man ſhould reſt in ſe. 
curity is the very deſign of this bill. 
© In ſhort, Sir, from all the objections that have 
© been ſtarted, and all the caſes that have been put, 
I can ſee nothing but pretended or imaginary dif- 
< ficulties ; and as the bill now before us will, in 
my opinion, put an end to many real evils, which 
are of the moſt dangerous conſequence both to the 
© trade and credit of this nation, therefore I ſhall 
with all my heart be for its paſſing in this houſe, 
and I hope it will be paſſed into a law.“ 


| Diviſion. Foſeph Danvers, Eſq; ſpoke next againſt the bill's 
paſling, and then the queſtion was put for its paſſing, 
which was upon a diviſion carried 1n the affirmative, 
55 againſt 49. | 
It was accordingly ſent up to the houſe of Lords, 
where it met with ſo many amendments, that, upon 
its return, it was intirely dropt. 


Charitable On Friday the 4th of May, the houſe of Com- 
Ae mons (according to order) reſolved itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole houſe, to conſider of methods 
for the relief of ſuch of the ſufferers in the charita- 

ble corporation, as were objects cf compaſſion. 
Motion. As ſoon as the ſpeaker had left the chair, and the 
chairman of the committee had taken his place at 
the table, the Lord Tyrconnel roſe up, and after a 
ſhort, but moving ſpeech in favour of thoſe poor 
ſufferers, he made a motion for the houſe to come 
to a reſolution, That the relief to be given to ſuch 
of the ſufferers in the charitable corporation, as were 
objects of compaſſion, ſhould be by way of _— 
2 or 
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for a ſum not exceeding one million. Samuel Sandys 

ſpoke next, and ſaid, That he was of opinion, that, 

by the order of the houſe for going into that com- 

mittee, they had no power to come to any ſuch reſo- 

lution 3 in ſupport of which he gave ſeveral rea- 

ſons, and was anſwered by Sir William Yonge, After 

him Gyles Earle ſpoke to this effect, viz. 


Sir, I am very much for giving all the relief we wir. Ele-: 
© can to ſuch as are objects of charity, but I am as rl. 
much againſt doing it by way of lottery ; for by 
© ſuch a method, in order to relieve thoſe who have 
been cheated and undone, we ſhall give a handle, 
© by which a much greater number of weak and 
« ſimple perſons may be undone.” 


Thomas Palmer, Eſq; always was, Sir, and Pam's 

© always ſhall be againſt lotteries, of whatever kind, 
sor on whatever occaſion ; and therefore I cannot 
"2 WW © but be againſt the propoſition now made to us. 
VC, WH © ſhall be glad to ſee thoſe poor, unhappy people re- 
* heved, and I hope that ſome effectual methods may 
be fallen on for operating that relief; but do not let 
Pon us think of giving them relief by ſetting up what 
* has been always deemed a public nuſance; I be- 
lieve it will be a better way for us to grant a ſum 
* of money to the crown, for the relief of thoſe of 
the ſufferers who are really objects of compaſſion : 
This method I mention only to the committee; 
* but, whatever relief is to be granted, I think it 
* ought to be very much confined, for as to all thoſe 
* who ſhall appear to have been gameſters in that 
* ſtock, they no more merit the compaſſion of the 
public, than thoſe who are undone at a gaming- 
table. I doubt much if any of the men who be- 


came adventurers in that corporation, deferve much 
o ſul N compaſſion; I am afraid, that moſt of them pur- 
chaſed, either with a view of making an unjuſt 


Peter)» profit by the advanced price of the ſhares they 
for 2 XI. * 


th. 


bought 
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© bought, or with a view to have higher intereſt for 
© their money, than what they were by law intitled 
© to, and in either caſe they are almoſt as fraudulent 
cas thoſe who were the managers; for he that cheats, 
or extorts from a man a ſhilling, is as much guilty 


of fraud, as he that cheats 


him out of 1000/7, In- 


© deed, as to the ladies, a great many of them may 
© have been innocently drawn in by thoſe to whom 
< they intruſted the management of their affairs, or 
© by thoſe who, from the beginning, had a formed 
< deſign of cheating them of their money: Their 


< caſe is really to be pitied; 


but in my opinion, of 


© all the ſufferers, they only are the proper objects 
c of compaſſion, and therefore I hope, that what. 


< ever relief is to be given, 
< fair ſex only. 


will be confined to the 


Lord re- Lord Hrconnel. I have, Sir, as great a regard 


nel's f. 


for the fair ſex as the gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 


and with him I think, that 
< eſt objects of compaſſion ; 


they are really the great- 
but, Sir, let us conſider, 


< that many of thoſe gentlemen, who have been un- 
done, have wives and daughters; and I cannot but 
© look upon the wives and daughters of ſuch men to 
© be at leaſt as great objects of compaſſion, as any 


of thoſe ladies who have b 
act and deed, 


een undone by their own 


Sir Charles Wager. I muſt think, Sir, that the 
© only means we can think of, for relieving the un- 
happy ſufferers in that corporation, is to make 2 


c lottery for their benefit; 


but I muſt likewiſe be 


© of opinion, that a lottery of a million will be too 
large; I believe one of 500,000 J. may be ſuffi- 
< cient, and therefore I ſhall ſecond the motion to 


the amount of that ſum. 


Maſter 
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Maſter of the Rolls. Sir, before we think of Sir 74 
granting any money to the crown, or of granting — 
money in any other way, for the relief of thoſe 
« ſufferers, we ought firſt to conſider, whether or 
no we have any power or authority to tax the peo- 
ple, or to grant away the public money, for the 
relief of any private perſons. I muſt really be of 
* opinion that we have no ſuch power; we are in- 
© deed to diſpoſe of the public money, but then we 
* are to diſpoſe of it for public uſes ; we are not to 
convert it either to our own ule, or to the uſe of 
© any private perion : *Tis true, we have ſometimes 
granted money to the King for the rewarding of 
private perſons, but ſuch grants have always been 
made for ſome ſervices rendered by thoſe perſons 
to the public; and therefore, what money was in 
that way granted, was really for the uſe of the 
public. Even the raiſing of money by a lottery is 
raiſing money upon the people, and if any part of 
the money ſo raiſed is granted away to private 
perſons, I mutt look upon it to be a converting the 
* public money to the uſe of private perſons, which 
think we have no power to do; and upon that 
* account, as well as on account of the many incon- 
* yeniences that attend lotteries, I muſt be againſt 
the motion,* 


Thomas Winnington, Eſq; Sir, I have always wr. 127 
the Wl © had a great regard for the opinion of the honoura- sch. 
un- © ble and learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt, but 1 
e 1 hope he will excuſe me, if I ſay that I do not think 

be WM © the objections he has now made againſt the propo- 
too * ſition in hand, are near fo ſtrong as thoſe uſually 
affi- made by him. As to our power of granting mo- 
to ney for the relief in queſtion, I do not know what 
power we may have in that reſpect, but I am ſure 
* there are ſeveral inſtances where we haye granted 
even a public tax for the relief of private perſons. —- 
aſter I. Que ſuch inſtance, Sir, is within my 3 
L 2 * an 
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and is fo late, that every gentleman in this houſe 
may remember it; that is, the caſe of the ſuitors 
in Chancery, whoſe money had been loſt by the 
miſ-condudct of the late Lord Chancellor, and the 
then Maſters in Chancery : It is well known tha: 
this houfe laid a tax upon the law, which I take 
to be a tax upon the people, becauſe the whole is 
paid by the clients in that court, and not by the 
lawyers z and the money to ariſe by this tax was 
appropriated towards making good the loſs which 
the ſuitors in that court had ſuſtained. Another 
inſtance of the ſame nature 1s that tax which was 
granted for relief of the 7 e within the city 
of London; and I believe ſeveral other inſtances 
could be given, if we were to examine the journal; 
of this houſe. 

However, Sir, I do not take this to be the que- 
ſtion now before us. It is not propoſed to impoſe 
any tax, or to grant any money to the crown for 
the relief of thoſe unhappy ſufferers ;z for I cannot 
imagine how it can be thought, that the granting 
a lottery is either a tax or an impoſition upon the 
public. By granting a lottery we do not oblige 
any man to pay towards it, no man is to be forced 
to become an adventurer; it is really not ſo much 
< a grant of money, as it is a repeal in fo far of an 
act of Parliament lately made againſt private lot- 
© teries; for, if it were not for that ſtatute, the cha- 
< ritable corporation could of themſelves ſet up ſuch 
< a lottery as is now propoſed : And as the making 
of that law was occaſioned by the many frauds that 
<-were committed by the means of private lotteries, 
and the downright bites that were often put upon 
people under that name, the cauſe intirely cea- 
*. ſes with reſpe& to the lottery now propoſed, 
from which no fraud or bite can be ſo much as 
« fuſpected. * © 
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Sir William Wyndham. Sir, As to the affairS' en 


before us, I am afraid we are beginning at the — 
Vvrong end. We are now in a committee to con- 
«. ſider of ways and means for relieving ſuch of the - 
+ ſufferers in the charitable corporation, as ſhall be 
© deemed objects of compaſſion, and we are now 
* going to reſolve upon a certain ſum to be appro- 
hs « priated for that relief, before we know any thing 
* about the ſufferers; whether there be any, or how 
h many of them may be objects of compaſſion ; or 
a vhat ſum will be neceſſary for giving them a pro- 
5 per relief? All theſe queſtions ought, I think, to 
5 be reſolved, before we proceed to grant any ſum 
© Wl © for that purpoſe, either by way of lottery, or any 
l * other way. I am, Sir, firmly of opinion, that we 
have no power to lay on any public impoſition 


oo BB T 


* © for the relief of private perſons; and to think of 
giving relief by way of lottery, is to eſtabliſh by 


law a new deceit for the relief of thoſe who have 
© ſuffered by an old one. As to our having it in our 
power to relieve private perſons by public taxes, 
he i + the inſtances mentioned by the honourable gentle- 
man who ſpoke laſt, are not at all to the preſent 
ed WF « caſe. The ſuitors in Chancery were in a very dif- 
* ferent ſituation from thoſe we are now about to re- 
* lteve : The court of Chancery is one of the public 

* courts of the kingdom, and conſequently 1s the 
ha. « Game with the public; whatever money was put 


uch into the cuſtody of that court, was put into the 
> Wl * cuſtody of the public, and if any of it was pur- 
nat WF « Joined by thoſe officers who are appointed by the 
public, there is no queſtion but that the public is 


Pon © obliged to make it good: Beſides, thoſe who had 
cheir money in that court did not voluntarily put 
ſed, it there; they were all obliged, contrary to their 
* inclination, to leave it in that court; they could 
* not get it out again without an order of court for 
„ © that purpoſe ; they could not ſo much as inquire 
5 aa L 3 | in 
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© in what manner their money was diſpoſed of: 


c 
= 
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Whereas, with reſpect to the ſufferers in the cha- 
ritable corporation, they have no pretence of ha- 


ving truſted the public with their money; they 
voluntarily put their money there; they migh: 


have taken it out when they would, and they 
might have every day inquired into the manage. 
ment of it; ſo that what they have loſt is intircly 
owing to their own act and deed, or at leaſt to 
their own neglect ; they have nothing but compaſ. 
ſion to plead for granting them any relict from the 


public, and I am afaid, if we conſider the public 


aright, and the loads it already labours under, we 
muſt conclude it is not in a proper condition for 
granting ſuch large charities, That other inſtance, 
Sir, relating to the tax for relieving the orphans 


of the city of London, is ſtill leſs to the preſent | 


caſe; it is a local tax; it extends no farther than 
the city of London, and it was moſt reaſonable, 
that the citizens of London ſhould be obliged 
to make good the loſs that was ſuſtained by per- 
ſons who were under a neceſſity of truſting their 
money to them, or at leaſt to the officers appoint- 
ed by them. 

Now as to lotteries, Sir, the honourable gen- 
tleman miſtakes it, if he imagines, that the frauds 
committed in private lotteries was the only reaſon 
for prohibiting by an expreſs law the ſetting up 
of any ſuch, Every lottery, public or private, 15 
a public nuſance, becauſe it makes a great many 
poor unthinking people ruin themſelves, by ven- 
turing more money in that way than their circum- 
ſtances can admit of ; and, as all lotteries are a 
ſort of gaming tables, they give great encourage- 
ment to idleneſs and extravagance, by buoying up 
weak people with the hopes of getting riches in 
another way, than that of induſtry and frugality, 
which 1s the only way of getting riches that ought 
to be encouraged by a wiſe people; therefore, 


Sir, 


—— 
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Sir, the cauſe of the law does not ceaſe with re- 
ſpect to the lottery now propoſed, but will, I be- 
lieve, grow more ſtrong, againſt it than againſt any 
public lottery that ever was propoſed ; for conſi- 
« dering the expences of management it is certain 
that the corporation, or the ſufferers therein, can 
make little or nothing by a lottery, unleſs it be 
made ſo diſadvantageous to the adventurers, that 
no man but a madman will _ any money into it, 
and if ſuch a lottery ſhould fill, it would be a very 
powerful argument againſt this and every ſuch lot- 
« tery that can be propoſed, for it is really granting 


2 GOOG !! Wo Foo 


ie * a licence by act of Parliament to cheat people out 

Ir « of their money, which is a fort of project for rai- 

> ſing money that this houſe will never, I hope, a- 

ns gree to in any caſe whatever. 

nt 

an Lord Herdey. There is, in my opinion, NOLerd Her- 


le, poſſible relief can be given to thoſe unfortunate 
ed people, but what muſt be attended with ſome in- 
-r- W © conveniences. I am in general as much againſt 
cir encouraging lotteries as any gentleman in this 
"me * houſe ; but where no real fraud is committed, I 
* cannot think that a lottery is a thing of ſo bad 
en- © conſequence 5 where the money thereby raiſed is 
ads Wl © duly applied, and no underhand dealings allowed 
ſon to be put in practice, which, to be ſure, will be 
up W © taken care of in the preſent caſe, it cannot be at- 
, 15 WM © tended with many inconveniences ; and as a lottery 
ny WM is the only method which I have yet heard men- 
en- © tioned, or can think of, for giving relief to thoſe 
im- MW © objects of compaſſion we have now under our con- 
c a WW © ſideration, I have ſo much pity upon them, that! 
ge- © think the few inconveniences, that can attend ſuch 
up © a ſmall lottery as that of 500,000 l. ought in the 
; in MW © preſent caſe to be overlooked, 
ity, © Upon the petition of the proprietors of this cor- 
ght © poration we have all had two things under our con- 
ore, | © {ideration, The firſt was that of doing juſtice by 
f L 4 + puniſhing 
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puniſhing the guilty ; in this we have gone on as 
we ought to do in all ſuch caſes ; we have pro- 
ceeded with the utmoſt caution 3 becauſe, if we 
had been rigorous in that point, we might readi- 


ly have deviated into ſeverity, which in all caſe; | 


ought to be carefully avoided ; but as to the o- 
ther point, which 1s that of giving relief to the 
unfortunate ſufferers, and which is the point now 


before us, there is no need of ſo great caution : If 


in this we ſhould go a little too far, it is erring up- 


on the ſafe fide ; the greateſt fault we can be guil- 


ty of, 1s that of ſhewing too much compaſſion and 
pity for thoſe innocent perſons, who have by the 
fraudsof others become proper objects of compaſiion, 
It cannot, I think, be ſaid, that we are begin- 
ning at the wrong end, by voting for a 500,000 /, 
lottery, before we know the number of ſufferers 


that are objects of compaſſion, or the ſum that will 


be wanted for giving them a proper relief; be- 
cauſe, Sir, we are not now to ſettle the ſcheme of 


the lottery; before that is ſettled, there will be 


time to _ into what ſum will be neceſſary for 
giving ſuch relief, and according as that ſum is, 
large or ſmall, the lottery may be made the more 


or the leſs advantageous for the adventurers : If 


100,0007., ſhould be found to be neceſſary for re- 
lieving all thoſe of the ſufferers, who are really ob- 


- jects of compaſſion, there muſt be a fifth part of 


the money contributed by the adventurers ſunk for 


the uſe of the ſufferers, and, if it ſhould be found, 
that half that ſum will be ſufficient for the end pro- 


poſed, then it will not be neceſſary to ſink above 


a tenth part of the money contributed by the ad- 


venturers, and whatſoever 1s thus ſunk by the ad- 
venturers, is not really to be looked on as money 
thrown away, it is to be looked on as ſo much 


money given by them for a charitable uſe z and 
the raiſing of this charity by way of lottery, is pro- 
< poſed only as an inducement for ſome people to 
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contribute towards a charitable uſe, who would not 


perhaps otherwiſe contribute to the moſt charitable 
« uſe that can be imagined. 


Maſter of the Rolls. I am, Sir, very much, .,.., 
convinced, and I find it is generally allowed, that “= 24 
ga lottery is in itſelf a bad thing, and, I think it is 
«© likewiſe allowed, that there is no reaſon for our 
coming into ſuch a meaſure at preſent, but only the 
* neceſſity we are under, and becauſe no other means 
of relief can be thought of. There is no ſort of 
lottery can be ſet up, but what muſt expoſe multi- 

* tudes of people to be undone, and it is impoſſible 
n, * to prevent feveral of thoſe fraudulent practices 
n- * which are always ſet up under the ſanction of eve- 
|, ry eee lottery. If then a lottery be in itſelf a 
ers bad thing, ſurely the leſs we have of it the better; 
i * why ſhould we vote for a lottery of 500,000 J. if 
e- © one of 250, ooo l. will do the buſineſs? This con- 
of ſideration alone makes it, Sir, in my opinion, ne- 
be © ceffary firſt to conſider who are objects of compaſ- 
for ſion, and what ſum will be ſufficient to relieve 
is, them; for if upon ſuch inquiry it be found that a 
ore * lottery of 250, oo0 J. will be ſufficient for the end 
If Ml © propoſed, it would certainly be very wrong in us to 
re- vote a lottery of 300, ooo l. for we ſeem all to be 
ob- * convinced, that a lottery for any ſum will do miſ- 
t of chief, but a lottery for a ſmall ſum can never do 
for MW * fo much miſchief as one for a large ſum. 


pro- George Heathcote, Eſq; Sir, I muſt confeſs that . — 
ove what is now propoſed ſeems to be a new method of 

ad- * raiſing charity, but I hope the charitable diſpoſi- 

ad- tion of the people of this nation is not as yet ſo 
ney much decayed, as to make it neceſſary to trick them 
uch into the giving of charity; when they are fully 

and convinced, that the uſe for which the money is rat- 

ro- * fed, is really charitable. In ſuch caſes I have ne- 
te to ver as yet obſerved the people backward in their 
con- 5 TE 2 « contri- 
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contributions; I am, indeed, afraid that the ob- 
c jects of charity now under our conſideration, would 
© not meet with any great relief from the people; 
< for the generality of the people do think, that 
* thoſe who are undone by any ſort of gaming 
© or ſtock-jobbing, are not proper objects of chari- 
< ty. Thoſe who are ruined by ſhipwrecks, by fire, 
© or ſuch accidents, are certainly much greater ob- 
« jects of charity, and more intitled to a Parliamen- 
0 — relief than thoſe who ever were, or ever can be 
undone by the miſmanagement of any public ſtock 
< whatever, becauſe every proprietor may look into 
< the affairs of the company, and may prevent the 
< miſmanagement, if he is but tolerably careful of 
his own intereſt ; and yet we have never ſeen any 
< of the former ſo much as claim a relief from Par- 
< lament. 
< I muſt obſerve, Sir, that what we are now about 
may come to be a very bad precedent ; it will for 
the future make all proprietors of public funds lef 
© careful of their directors and managers; ſo that! 
am afraid, we may have many applications of the 
£ ſame nature. There is now a company under our 
< conſideration, which will like wiſe, I believe, ſtand 
in need of the ſame ſort of relief; and I do not 
© know, but that in nine or ten years, another great 
company may find themſelves under a neceſſity of 
applying for ſomething of the ſame nature, eſpe- 
« cially if they ſhould go on with their preſent ſcheme 
of diminiſhing ſo conſiderably their trading capital, 
and loading it with all the debts they now owe. 
For theſe reaſons, Sir, as well as a great many o- 


thers, I cannot but be againſt the motion now in 
hand. 


Beſides the ſpeakers before- mentioned in favour of 
the lottery, the following gentlemen ſpoke likewiſe 
for it, viz. John Cornwallis, Eſq; Francis Whit- 
worth, Eſq; and John Neale, Eſq; Then a motion 


Was 
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was made for the chairman's leaving the chair, which 
was ſeconded by Walter Plummer, Eſq; whereupon 
the queſtion was put, but upon a diviſion it was car- 
ried in the negative 85 to 61 ; after which the com- 
mittee went on, and came to ſeveral reſolutions, 
which being reported upon Treſday the 8th day of 
May were agreed to, and the houſe thereon or- 
dered a bill to be brought in, which was accord- 
ingly brought in and paſſed into a law. 


As ſoon as this report was over, and a bill, in pur- 
ſuance of the reſolutions, ordered in, Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer acquainted the houſe, That he had 
2 meſſage from his Majeſty to the houſe, ſigned by 
his Majeſty ; and he delivered the ſame to the Spea- 
ker, who read it to the houſe ; which meſſage was 
as follows, viz. 


GEORGE R. 
His Majeſty having received from the Prince of 


Orange, propoſals for a treaty of marriage between King con- 
« the Princeſs Royal and the ſaid Prince, and his marriage of 


© Majeſty having been pleaſed favourably to accept 
* the inſtances made by the Prince, his Highneſs has 
© ſent over a miniſter, inſtructed and authoriſed 
© with full powers to treat of and conclude the arti- 
* cles of marriage : His Majeſty has therefore 
© thought it proper to communicate this important 
* affair to this houſe 3 and as he makes no doubt but 
© this marriage will be to the general ſatisfaction 
* of all his good ſubjects, he promiſes himſelf the 
© concurrence and aſſiſtance of this houſe, in ena- 
bling him to give ſuch a portion to his eldeſt 
daughter, as ſhall be ſuitable to the preſent oc- 
© caſion, and may contribute towards ſupporting 
* with honour and dignity an alliance, that will tend 
* ſo much to the farther ſecurity of the Proteſtant ſuc- 
* ceſſion to the crown of theſe realms, and to the 
$ Proteſtant intereſt in Europe. 

Where- 
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Whereupon the houſe immediately reſolved upon 
an addreſs to his Majeſty, which was the ſame day 
drawn up by a committee appointed for that purpoſe, 


and approved of by the houſe, and was as follows, 
vix. 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

5 — E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
addrel ſubjects, the Commons of Great Britain 
in Parliament aſſembled, return your Majeſty our 
moſt dutiful thanks, for being graciouſly pleaſed to 
communicate to us your royal intentions, of con- 

cluding a marriage between the Princeſs royal an 

the Prince of Orange. | 
The happy | rote of ſeeing this alliance en- 
tered into and concluded with a Prince, whoſe fa- 
mily has always diſtinguiſhed itſelf in ſupport of 
the Proteſtant Religion, and in defence of the liber- 
ties of Europe, gives us the greateſt ſatisfaction: We 
remember, with gratitude, the great and infinite 
benefits procured to this nation by that illuſtrious 
houſe z and we cannot but promiſe ourſelves a far- 
ther ſecurity to the Proteſtant ſucceſſion to the th 
crown of theſe realms, from the renewal of that u- ſu 
nion, which gave birth to, and laid the foundation A 
of this ineſtimable bleſſing, " 
And we beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that, MW © 
to demonſtrate our duty, zeal and affection to your I "! 
Majeſty, and to teſtify the juſt ſenſe we have of f 
th 
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the ſingular merits and eminent virtues of the Prin- 
* ceſs royal, we will enable your Majeſty to give her 
ſuch a portion, as may conduce to her future hap- 
« pineſs, and to the ſupporting her Royal Highneſs 0 


with honour and dignity.“ 


This addreſs was next day preſented to his Ma- 
jeſty by the whole houſe, and on the roth, Mr. ol 
5 reported his Majeſty's anſwer, which was tt 
We * 1 
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Gentlemen, 
4 © I give you my thanks for this new inſtance of , Bf 
8 your duty and affection. Nothing can be more ſtys auser. 
? acceptable to me than your great readineſs in com- 
« plying with this demand, and the perſonal regard 
you have ſhewn to me and my family. 
. The houſe having, upon the gth, reſolved itſelf 
8 into a committee of the whole houſe, to take his 
M Majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer into conſideration, 
n. and having therein come to the following reſolution, 
d rig. That out of the money then remaining in the 


receipt of the Exchequer, ariſen by ſale of lands in 
_ the iſland of St. Chriſtopher's, his Majeſty be enabled 
= to apply the ſum of 80,000 J. for the marriage por- 
of tion of the Princeſs royal: The ſame was next day 
1 reported and agreed to by the houſe, and it was or- 
ve dered, That it ſhould be an inſtruction to the gen- 
ite temen, who were appointed to prepare and bring 
us in a bill, purſuant to the reſolution of the houſe, of 
r- the 26th day of February laſt, (that towards raiſing, 
1. the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there ſhould be iſ- 
u. {ed and applied the ſum of 500,000 l. out of ſuch 
on monies as had ariſen from the ſurpluſſes, exceſſes, or 
overplus monies, commonly called the ſinking fund, 
at, over and above what had been applied to the pay- 
wr ment of one million towards diſcharging the national 
of debt, purſuant to an act of the laſt ſeſſion of Parlia- 
in- ment) that they ſhould 1 and inſert a clauſe 
her cherein, purſuant to this reſolution. c 
ap- Upon the fame day, viz. on Thurſday the roth . _ 
cls day of May, a very extraordinary affair happened intend n 
the houſe, and of conſequence they came thereupon” 
to a, very extraordinary reſolution : The affair was. 
a- this: A memorial of the council, and repreſentatives 
Mr. of the province of the Maſſachuſets Bay, was preſent- 
was ed to the houſe and read, laying before the houſe 
the difficulties and diſtreſſes they laboured under, a- 
"01s | riſing 
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riſing from a royal inſtruction given to the then pre. 
ſent governor of the ſaid province, in relation to the 
iſſuing and diſpoſing of the public money of the ſaid 

rovince, and moving the houſe to allow their agent 


to be heard by counſel upon that affair; repretent. 


ing alſo the difficulties they were under, from a royal 
inſtruction given, as aforeſaid, reſtraining the emiſ- 
ſion of bills of credit; and concluding with a peti- 
tion, that the houſe would take their caſe into con- 
ſideration, and become interceſſors for them with his 
Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to with- 
draw the ſaid inſtructions, as contrary to their char. 
ter, and tending in their own nature to diſtreſs, if 
not ruin them. 

After ſome little debate, the houſe, it ſeems, 
thought it unneceſſary to inquire into this affair, but 
came to the following reſolution, viz. 


Reſolved, 
© That the complaint, contained in this memorial 
and petition, is frivolous and groundleſs, an high 
< inſult upon his Majeſty*s government, and tending 
to ſhake off the dependency of the ſaid colony upon 
this kingdom, to which by law and right they are 
and ought to be ſubject.” 


Whereupon it was ordered, that the ſaid petition 
ſhould be rejected. We ſhall leave to future ages to 
make remarks upon this reſolution ; but it ſeems not 
much to encourage complaints to Parliament from 
any of our colonies in the Meſt- Indies. 

Immediately after this petition was rejected, a 
moſt juſt complaint was made to the houſe, by colo- 
nel Bladen, of the proceedings of the houſe of repre- 
ſentatives of the ſaid province of Maſſachuſets Bay 


againſt Feremiab Dunbar, Eſq; and the cenſure paſ- 


ſed upon him by the ſaid repreſentatives in the months 
of December and January laſt, for giving evidence 
la the ſeſſion of Parliament preceding the then laſt, 
a : be- 
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before a committee of the houſe, to whom the a then 
depending in the houſe, for the better ſecuring and 
encouraging the trade of his Majeſty*s ſugar colonies 
in America, was committed; and a paper printed at 
Boton in New England, intitled, Votes of the houſe of 
repreſentatives, being offered to the houſe, the ſame 
was brought up to the table, and ſeveral paragraphs 
therein were read, in which the aforementioned 

ceedings againſt the ſaid Jeremiah Dunbar, and the 
aid cenſure paſſed upon him, were contained: Where- 
upon it was reſolved, nemine contradicente, That the 
preſuming to call any perſon to account, or to paſs a 
cnſure upon him, for evidence given by ſuch perſon 
before that houſe, or any committee thereof, was an 
audacious proceeding, and an high violation of the 
privileges of that houſe z and it was ordered, That 
2 committee ſhould be appointed to inquire, who 
were the authors and abettors of the proceedings a- 
gainſt Jeremiab Dunbar, Eſq; in the houſe of repre- 
ſentatives of the Maſſachuſets Bay, in the months of 
December and January laſt paſt, at Boſton in New 
England, on account of evidence given by the ſaid 
Jeremiah Dunbar before a committee of the houſe, 
in the year 1730; and a committee was appointed 
accordingly,and that all that came ſhould have voices; 
and alſo, that they ſhould have power to ſend for 
perſons, papers, and records. But we do not hear 
that this committee ever made any report, for the 
delinquents, it ſeems, and the place of delinquency 
were at ſuch a diſtance, that they could hardly have 
had a return from thence, if they had begun to fit 
the very firſt day of the ſeſſion of Parliament; and 
we believe, that a committee appointed in one ſeſſion 
cannot well make a report in any following ſeſſion, 


nor can a ſeſſion of Parliament found any reſolutions 


or orders upon inquiries made, or examinations ta- 
ken by any committee of a former ſeſſion, oreven by 
the houſe itſelf, without an act of Parliament for that 
purpole, | | 
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The houſe of Lords having ordered the ſugar co- 
lony bill to be committed on e the 2d of 
May; before the houſe reſolved itſelf into that com- 
mittee, the right honourable the Lord Bathurſt ſtood 
up, and ſpoke to the following effect, viz. 


My Lords, I have a ſmall motion which I in- 
© tend to make to this houſe, and therefore I ſhall 
© take the opportunity to make it before your Lord- 
<- ſhips enter upon the buſineſs of the day. I do not 
* know, my Lords, but that ſomething relating to 
© the South+Sea company may yn come betore 
your Lordſhips, and as in ſuch caſes we ought al. 
< ways to be well prepared, and fully inſtructed, by 
having all proper papers laid before us, therefore 
© I will take the liberty to move to your Lordſhips, 
that the directors of the Sourh-Sea company may be 
ordered to lay before this houſe, an account how 
£ the produce of the forfeited eſtates of the directors 
of that company, in the year 1720, has been diſ- 
© poſed of, and all the orders made in the general 
< courts of that company, relating to the diſpoſal 
< thereof, 

This account, my Lords, I now move for, that 
the prefent directors of that company may have 
time to prepare it, that ſo the buſineſs of the houſe 
may not be retarded by the want of ſuch an ac- 
count, in caſe, upon any emergency, we ſhould 
have occaſion for it. In looking over the papers 
upon our table, I find there is an account lying 
© thereof the total amount of thoſe forfeited eſtates ; 
* which account was laid before this houſe, in pur- 
© ſuance of a clauſe in an act of Parliament, by the 
< traſtees appointed by the ſame act of Parliament, 
< for collecting thoſe eſtates for the benefit of the 
company; and'accordingly, after the moſt of thoſe 
< eſtates were collected, the truſtees were ordered, 
© by other acts, to deliver over the produce of the 
* ſaid eſtates to the directors of that company, in by 
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der to be divided by them among the proprietors, 
according to the rules preſcribed by thoſe acts. 
This account, therefore, being already upon our 
© table, as a charge againſt the truſtees and the di- 
« retors of that company, and as we have as yet ſeen 
no account of diſcharge in relation to that money, 
© I think it is neceſſary, it is even incumbent upon 
your Lordfhips to call for the ſame, in order that 
you may ſee, and that the reſt of the nation may, 
by your means, be fatisfied, that the terms of the 


- « act of Parliament have been punctually complied 
A i with.“ » ap 

. 

y This motion was ſeconded by the Earl of Cheſter- 


feld; and the Lord Delawar, who then ſat as Speaker 
of the houſe, in the abſence of the Lord Chancellor, 
\ having repeated the motion, in order to put the 
w WM queſtion upon it, the Duke of Newcaſtle got up and 
r; Wl ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows: 


8 — — 
a 2 
« __ - * 
_— 


al My Lords, I did not well hear this motion when puke of | 
al it was firſt made by the noble Lord, but now that fc“ 
have heard it repeated, I muſt ſay, that I cannot 
at find out any reaſon your Lordſhips have for calling 
ve for the account now moved for, at leaſt at this 
iſs MW time: There is at preſent nothing before us rela- 
ung to that 1 nor do I know of any thing 
na chat is to be laid before us; there is not, Iam ſure, 
-r any Lord in this houſe that can know of any bill 
ng 0 be brought before us any way relating to the 
© affairs of that company, at leaſt there is no Lord 
Ur- chat can know of ſuch a bill, in a way proper for 
che grounding ſuch a motion upon. If there really 
nt. be any ſuch bill, it is, I think, time enough to 
the call for ſuch an account when the bill is actually 
oſe brought before us; and the pretence made uſe of 
eq, for moving at this time for ſuch an account, I can 
the I © {ee no ground for; becauſe if any ſuch bill be 
or- 9 before us, the directors of that company 
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vill always have time enough to prepare and bring 
in the account now moved for, between the firſt MW * 
and ſecond reading of the bill; and therefore, my 
. © Lords, till I ſee ſome ſuch bill brought into thy Ml © 
< houſe, I ſhall be againſt making any ſuch order az; MW *© 
is now mov*d for.“ * 


Tord B.-. Lord Bathurſt. When T made this motion, my 
twrf 3800 Lords, E hardly expected it would have been op- 
< poſed, but ſince I find it is like to be ſo, I muſt 
© beg leave to give my reaſons for my motion a lit- WM © « 
© tle more at large. As to the account I have now WM * 2 
moved for, I think your Lordſhips have not only 


© good reafon, but it is your duty to call for it, whe- Wl © t 
© ther there be any bill relating to that company ut. 
© come before us or no. I told you, that I was the WW d 
© other day ſo far in my duty as to be looking over Ml © fi 
and conſidering the papers upon our table, which Wl a 
© is a duty J have, I muſt confeſs, too often neglec- g 
ted; e thoſe papers I found an account of 2M ju 
< yery large ſum of money received by the truſtees, ca 
© out of the eſtates of the directors of the Sourh-SuiM* cr 
company, in the year 1720: Upon ſeeing that ac. at 
© count, I began to examine a little farther into that na 
© affair, and I found that that account was laid be- th 
© fore us in purſuance of the directions given by u ha 
© a& paſſed in the year 1721, by which thoſe tru- ab 
© tees were appointed to give a particular account i pu 
© writing to the King, and to either houſe of Parli-¶ ou 
ment, of the effects of their proceedings: And bi thi 
© two acts ſince the bringing in of that account, ine 
© find, that the truſtees are directed to deliver over i gr 
the directors of the South- Sea company the producſiſ be 


of thoſe eſtates, to be by them diſtributed amom lea 
© the proprietors, according to the directions of tiff. tio 
acts m SORE TTY | x my 


. © Now, my Lords, I nope there is no Lord i ou 
this houſe who imagines, that we are, in any cal _ 
me if 


to ke only one ſide of an account; are we, 
of an account z are we 
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Lords, to ſee people charge themſelves with the 
* receipt of two or three millions of money in truſt 
* for the proprietors of the South-Sea company, and 
* to take no care or concern farther about it ? 
* Surely the very nature of the thing requires, that 
ve ſhould ſee them diſcharge themſelves honeſtly 
* and fairly of that money, which they have, by an 
* account now upon our table, charged themſelves 
with. 1 | 
This we have not only a title, but we are in 
duty bound to inquire into: We have, my Lords, 
* a right to inquire into the management and diſ- 
poſal of all public monies, and we are at preſent 
* the more obliged to exerciſe this right, becauſe of 
the many enormous frauds which have been lately 
* diſcovered in the management of the affairs of 
*ſuch companies. I do remember, my Lords, that 
* noble Lord, for whom I have always had a very 
great eſteem, ſaid laſt year in this houſe, moſt 
* juſtly and moſt emphatically, that if we did not take 
care to put a ſtop to ſuch enormous abuſes, our 
* credit would intirely ſink among our neighbours 
abroad; foreigners would look upon the whole 
nation to be a perfect den of thieves. Even as to 
© the company now under our conſideration, there 
have been many and loud complaints of frauds and 
* abuſes in the management of their affairs; which 
public complaints, if there were no other reaſon, 
* ought to be an inducement for us to inquire into 
* the late management of their affairs. Upon ſuch 
inquiry 1 hope theſe complaints will appear to be 
* groundleſs ; but it is certain that the people cannot 
oye be ſatisfied without making a narrow ſcrutiny, at 
* leaſt into that part of their affairs, which the mo- 
don I have now made relates to. We i, 
* my Lords, diſcharge our duty to our country with- 
out making ſuch an inquiry; and now that I have 
made the motion, I hope it will be agreed to; for 
if it ſhould not, I dread the conſequences the put- 
M 2 * © ting 
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ting a negative upon ſuch a queſtion, would cer- 1 
« tainly injure the public credit of the nation among MW © 
« foreigners z it might probably be the cauſe of their Ml © © 
drawing all their money out of our funds at once, © ** 
< which would give ſuch a ſhock both to the trade Ml © 
and the credit of this nation, that I tremble to 
< think of it.“ ] 


Faylof Scar- Earl of Scarborough, * My Lords, I am much Ml © 


$orou Ws 


ſyeech. 


obliged to the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, for the b 
good opinion he has expreſſed of me. It is very © 
true, I remember it well, that laſt ſeſſion of Par- t 

liament I ſaid, 7 a remarkable occaſion, that e 
« foreigners would look upon us as a den of thieves, Ml © f. 
if proper care were not taken to ſee the affairs of M 8 
our public companies more honeſtly d than 
< they have been for ſome time: I am till, my Ml d 
Lords, of the ſame opinion, and as I think there Ml © P 
is no more effectual way of making the managen Ml 4 
of ſuch companies honeſt, than that of frequent ch. 
« parliamentary inquires into their conduct, there- 
fore I have always been for encouraging ſuch in- 4 
6 ara. and I ſhall never be againſt a propoſitica il © 
«* for any ſuch, when it is reaſonably offered by an ir 
Lord in this houſe : But in the preſent caſe, mi * of 
Lords, the noble Lord, who made the motion, MI 2 
© has not only a great deal of reaſon for what he fa 
« propoſes, but, in my opinion, it is abſolutely ne. m 
« ceflary for us to agree to the propoſition he hal b. 
made; for though there were no complaints again i ' 2 
< the late management of that company's affairs, ye 45 
< the diſpoſal of that money, which is now mov'd u * 9! 
be inquired into, ſeems to have been fo direct o 
put under our care, that we cannot in honour ſhun ir 
© making an exact inquiry into it; and if there ii al 
any reaſon for delaying the inquiry, it certainly | w 


< ought to come from the truſtees, or from the di a 
< rectors of that company, it cannot come proper : h 
: from any Lord in this houſe y when ſuch en Þ 
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* comes to be made to us, we may then judge, whe- 
* ther it is a good one or not; but that can be no 
« reaſon for our delaying to order the account now 


moved for to be laid before us. 


my Lords, that when any unexpected motion is 
made by any Lord in this houſe, it ought not to 
be immediately debated or agreed to, the debate 
© ought to be adjourned, and a day appointed for 
taking the motion into conſideration, that thereby 
© every Lord may have an opportunity of being 
fully appriſed of the queſtion about which he is to 
give his opinion; for when long and complicated 
* motions, ſuch as what we are now on, are made to 
the houſe, it is impoſſible to underſtand all the 
parts of them, and to conſider fully the conſe- 
* quences with which they may be attended, without 
{ having ſome little time allow*d for that purpoſe. 

* For my own part, my Lords, I never ſhall be 
Lagainſt inquiries, when there appears any founda- 
tion for the making of ſuch » It is certain that the 
inquiry ſtrictly into the management of affairs 
* of any kind, is the moſt proper, I may ſay the 
| wy way of making the managers diligent and: 
faithful in the diſcharge of their duty; but as the 
* making of no inquiry might be attended with very- 
bad conſequences, 10 the making of toa frequent 
or groundleſs inquiries might be attended with full 
as bad, if not worſe: The making of too frequent 
gor groundleſs inquiries into the management ob 
our public funds, would make people's properties 
in ſuch funds ſo precarious, and would keep them 
* always in ſo fluctuating a condition, that no man 
would like to have any property or ſhare in them: 
and therefore, for preſerving public credit both av 
* home and abroad, a medium ought to be obſerv*d 
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Earl of lay. It has always been my opinion, xt ch. 


* between the two extremes. We are not, whenever 
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an inquiry into the affairs of any of our public 
* companies, we are not, I ſay, my Lords, to agree 
immediately with the motion: We ought firſt to 
examine, whether there be any grounds for ſuch an 
inquiry, and what may be the conſequences of it, 


then to give our opinions, and to agree with the 
motion or difagree, as we ſee cauſe. Shall we, my 
Lords, without any cauſe or reaſon for ſo doing, 
© except that of its being moved for, give the ma- 
gnagers and ſervants of a public company the trou- 
© ble, and put them to the expence of attending for 
months together at this houſe z of bringing their 
© books of account, their vouchers and other papers 
before us, and thereby put a full ſtop to the buſi. 
< neſs of that company fe perhaps a quarter of a 
< year atatime : Such a piece of complaiſance is not 
to be expected by any York in this houſe, inſtead 
of ſupporting, it would moſt certainly ruin all 
manner of public credit whatſoever. 

As to the inquiry now moved for, I do not 
* know, my Lords, but that it may be neceſſary ; ! 
do not know but that there may be very ſufficient 
« reaſons for our calling immediately for ſuch an 
account, but I cannot ſo quickly determine myſelf 
either one way or the other: It is an affair that has 
ſo long lain over, and at the ſame time it is an at- 
fair of ſuch conſequence, that I do not think any 
of your Lordſhips ought to determine yourſelves 
< offt-hand. All thoſe who have not before conſi- 
© dered this queſtion ought to have ſome time al- 
< lowed them for that purpoſe, and therefore, my 
Lords, I ſhall move that the debate upon the mo- 
tion now made, may be adjourned only till to-mor- 
* row: This, my Lords, is ſo ſhort a delay, that! 
hope none of your Lordſhips will be againſt it.“ 


b Farl of Cheſterfield, -© My Lords, if the motion 


*-now made to us, had been for an inquiry into the 
8 E 
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« affairs of the South-Sea company, it might per- 
* haps have required ſome time to conſider of it; or 
* if the queſtion was complicated, ſome time might 
+ be neceſſary ; but, my Lords, the motion now made 
to us is not for any ſuch inquiry; it is no compli- 
© cated queſtion, it 1s as plain, as ſimple a queſtion 
© as ever came before this houſe. We have had 
* ſeveral years ago an account laid before us, by 
* which — gentlemen have charged themſelves 
with the receipt of a very large ſum of money for 
a public uſe; thoſe gentlemen have ſince been di- 
rected by act of Parliament to apply that money 
* to the proper uſe, and the queſtion now before us 
is only, that thoſe gentlemen may bring in their 
account of diſcharge. The noble Lord who made 


the motion did not, at firſt, ſo much as mention 


the inquiry, and that account when it comes in, 
vill, I hope, be ſo full, ſo plain, and ſo ſatisfac- 
* tory, that, I hope, it will prevent an inquiry, if 
© any ſuch thing was really deſigned ; but ſince we 
have had the account of charge laid before us, it 
* 1s ſurely incumbent upon us to call for the account 
of diſcharge ; we are certainly in duty bound to 
* ſee the truſtees and the directors of that company 
* diſcharge themſelves of that large ſum, with the 
* receipt of which they have long ago charged 
* themſelves by an account laid before us, 

* This, my Lords, is our duty, and ſhall we re- 
0 . time to conſider whether or no we ought to 
* do our duty? I hope no Lord in this houſe will 
* inſiſt upon having ſo much as one hour to conſi- 
der of ſuch a queſtion, The calling for that ac- 
count has already been too long delayed; the affair 
has lain dormant too long, and therefore, I hope, 
your Lordſhips will not want any time to conſider 
* whether or no you are now to do that which ought 
* to have been done ſome time ago.“ 


M4 Duke 
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Duke of Newcaſtle, * My Lords, I muſt beg 
© leave to think, that the very argument which the 
noble Lord who ſpoke laſt has made uſe of for 
© our not taking time to conſider of this queſtion, is 
a ſtrong argument for our taking ſome time to 
< conſider of it. It is now, my Lords, ten or twelve 
years ſince that affair happened, which the preſent 
« queſtion relates to, and no inquiry having been 
made into it in all that time, is, in my opinion, a 
very good reaſon for not agreeing now to enter 
upon ſuch an inquiry, without taking ſome time to 
< refreſh our memories, and to conſider of what we 
© are going about. The noble Lords may call the 
* motion now made to us by what name they pleaſe, 
they may call it a motion for an inquiry or not, 

* as they think proper; but the calling for an ac- 
count 18 certainly the beginning, at leaſt, of an in- 
< quiry: When that account comes in, it is to be 
6 fp ſed, that your Lordſhips will then inquire, 
at leaſt, into that affair which the account relates 

*: to, 
Alf there were no other reaſon, I ſhould, my 
Lords, be for delaying it, at leaſt, till to-morrow, 
© out of regard to the Lords who now happen not 
© to be preſent: A queſtion of ſuch conſequence 
© ought not to be agreed to without giving every 
© Lord, at leaſt, an opportunity of being preſent, 
* and of giving his opinion upon it. There is at 
+ preſent no neceſſity for our being ſo ſpeedy in our 
+ determination, There may, perhaps, be ſome 
complaints againſt the management of that com- 
pany's affairs; but there are none laid, as yet, be- 
fore us. Neither the company nor any of the 
* proprietors have come to us with any complaint, 
and ſurely we are not to proceed upon general ſur- 
* miſes: Our proceedings ought always to be found- 
ed upon good information, and upon complaint 
* from thoſe who are ſome way or another intereſted 
+ in what they complain pf. Therefore, my Lords, 
3 8 e 


A. 1733s DEBATES, 


zs a delay of four-and-twenty hours can be attend- 
ed with no bad conſequence, but upon the contrary 
vill evince to the world, that in all affairs we pro- 
« ceed with the utmoſt caution and deliberation, I 
« ſhall be for adjourning the debate till ro-morrow, 


according to the motion made by the noble Lord 
for that purpoſe.? 


169 


Lord Carteret, My Lords, the noble Duke Lori Cereee 


« ſeems to miſtake the affair now before us; he 
* ſcems to think that it has for a long time lain over, 
«* without ever having been moved in, or inquired 
after by your Lordſhips, and that therefore, we 
* ought not now ſo much as hegin to inquire into it, 
* without the moſt deliberate and ſerious conſidera- 
tion; but, my Lords, I muſt beg leave to ſhew, 
* that the affair has not lain over ſo long as that no- 
ble Duke imagines, It is very far from having 
lain over ten or twelve years, as may appear from 
the acts of Parliament made relating thereto. I 
* muſt deſire the 38th and 59th ſections of the act 
* of the 7th of his late Majeſty, intitled, An AZ for 
* raiſing money upon the eſtates of the late direfors.--- 
* to be read, (which being read, his Lordſhip went 
* on to the effect as follows, viz.) Now, my Lords, 
by a miſtake in that act, the produce of thoſe for- 
* feited eſtates was to be appropriated to the uſe of 
the South-Sea company, and applied thereunto, for 
* increaſing their capital ſtock, which could not poſ- 
* fibly be done; for as their ſtock can conſiſt of no- 
* thing but the debt due to them by the public, 
* their ſtock could not be increaſed, without increa- 
* ſing the debt of the public, and conſequently the 
* annuity due to them from the public; which could 
not have been done, unleſs the whole produce of 
* thoſe eſtates had been paid in to the public by way 
* of a new loan, and this was no way the intention 
F of that act. In the 13th of his late Majeſty, the 
$ truſtees appointed by that act, brought 8 — 
— — VNURED? ; 3 
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© houſe an account of the produce of the eſtates and 
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effects of the ſaid late directors, as by the ſaid ac 
they were directed to do, and the ſaid miſtake 
having been diſcovered, a new act was then made 
for amending the former; but even that new act 
was found not to be ſufficient, and therefore a new 
application was made to Parliament for an ex- 
planation of that act, which laſt application was 
made only in the firſt year of his preſent Maje- 
ſty, and confequently but five years ago; and 
afrer that matter was thus fully explained by 
Parliament, it was neceſſary to allow the direc- 
tors ſome time to apply the ſaid produce accord- 
ing to the directions of the ſeveral laws made for 
that purpoſe, I hope they have by this time ap- 
plied it accordingly ; but it appears that the affair 


is ſo far from having lain over, or from having | 


been neglected by your Lordſhips, that I do not fee 
how we could have calPd for this account ſooner, 
This affair therefore cannot but be freſh in 
every Lord's memory, and the motion now made 
ſeems to me to be a motion of courſe ; for by the 
act of the 7th of the late King, the truſtees were 
directed to lay before your Lordſhips an account of 
the produce of thoſe forfeited eſtates; they accord- 
ingly did ſo; but, I hope, my Lords, it is not to 
be imagined that your Lordſhips are to go no far- 
ther: Are not you in conſequence to ſee that this 
produce has been duly and regularly applied, and 
actually diſtributed among the proprietors of that 
company, according to the directions of the acts 
of the 13th of his late Majeſty, and the firſt of 
his preſent Majeſty ? The thing is in itſelf fo clear, 
that I wonder to hear any Lord aſk for time to 
conſider of it. Are we, my Lords, to aſk for 
time to conſider, whether we ſhall do that which 
was certainly intended by thoſe laws we ſhould do! 
It is no inquiry into the affairs of the South Sea 
company; it is only calling for an account of diſ- 
** 
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id charge to anſwer that account of charge which is 
«& W «© now upon our table. | 

G In matters of importance and intricacy I ſhall 
ic always be for proceeding with deliberation, and 
& por taking time to conſider before we come to any 
W « reſolution 3 but, my Lords, to deliberate upon, and 
R to take time to conſider about an affair which all 
as © the world mult ſee is an affair of courſe, is incon- 
e- « ſiſtent with the honour and dignity of this houſe, 


1d and therefore, I ſhall be againſt taking any time 
to conſider of this motion, or adjourning the de- 
c- WH © bate for that purpoſe.? | 


or Earl of ay. I now find that thoſe Lords, who Farl of 1 
pat preſent ſeem to be of the other fide of the que- ch. 
ar © ſtion, have conſider'd this affair before this motion 
ng © was made: They have mention*d ſeveral laws re- 
ſee { lating to it, and ſeem tobe ſo well acquainted with 
. © the ſeveral clauſes of them, that I muſt beg leave 
in * to think, that they have lately had this affair un- 
de der their conſideration, and have peruſed the ſe- 
the WF veral laws they have now mentioned. Now, my 
crc Wt Lords, as I have not lately conſidered any of thoſe 
ot Wi © laws, as I never have conſidered them with a view 
d- * to the queſtion now before us, therefore I deſire 
% WF © only till to-morrow to look over thoſe acts of Par- 
* hament which have been mentioned, that I may 
this be upon an equal footing with thoſe Lords who 
and WF © ſeem to be for agreeing with this motion. I have 
hat Wl © a very great regard for their opinion, and it is very 
acts Wl © probable that I ſhall to-morrow be of the ſame 
t of WW © opinion with them; but in all matters of impor- 
ar, © tance every Lord ought to examine by himſelf the 
% affair about which he is to give his opinion, and 
for after he has fully ſatisfied himſelf about the affair 
uch W © in hand, he ought then to vote for that which ap- 
* pears to him to be right : This is the method, my 
5% if * Lords, which I ſhall always obſerve; and when 
$ any thing comes before this houſe, that I am _ 
* TUUP 
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« fully ſatisfied about, I ſhall never be aſhamed to 
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aſk ſome ſhort delay, that I may have time to 
examine the affair to the bottom, before I give my 
opinion either upon one ſide of the queſtion or the 
other, : 

As I have ſaid, my Lords, I ſhall never be 
againſt any inquiries of this nature, when ] can ſee 
but the leaſt ground for them at the time they are 
propoſed z but if ſuch inquiries be precipitately 
gone into, I do not know where they may end, 
I do not know what fatal conſequences may be 
thereby produced. There are in this nation, 
my Lords, ſeveral other companies, beſides the 
South-Sea company; we have likewiſe an Eaſt. 
India company, and it 1s well known that that 
company has been, for theſe twenty years, repre- 
ſented by ſame people as a bankrupt company, yet 
I believe they always have been, and are till in 
very good circumſtances, There have likewiſe 
been great complaints, and many inſinuations 
thrown out againſt the management of the Bank: 
Surely, my Lords, we are not, upon every ſugge- 
{tion within doors, or upon every idle and ground- 
leſs clamour without doors, to expoſe the trade and 
credit of any one of our great campanies to the 
whole world; ſuch a manner of proceeding might 
expole both the trade and the credit of every one 
of our companies to innumerable difficulties and 
dangers. In all trading companies, as well as in 
the trade of private men, there are ſome tranſ- 
actions which, tho? exactly honeſt and juſt, ought 
not to be expoſed to public view, becauſe ſtrangers 
might thereby be let into the myſteries of their 
trade, by which they would be enabled to under- 
mine them, and to diſappoint even their beſt con- 
certed projects; for 3 reaſon, my Lords, I 


ſhall always be of opinion, that no ſuch inquiry 
ought to be ſet on foot, without ſome more ſolid 
foundation, than that of an idle clamour; No fyck 


inquiry 


A. 1733. DEBATES 


* inquiry ought ever to be reſolved on by this houſe 
« without the moſt mature deliberation. 


Lord Carteret, *My Lords, what is now moved Lord Carte- 
for is no inquiry; it has already been fo fully ex-'*"5 frech. 


* plained, that it cannot in any ſenſe be taken to be 
an inquiry into the affairs of that company. But, 
my Lords, if an inquiry had been moved for, I 
© ſhould have aſked for no time to conſider, whether 
© or no I ought to have agreed to it. The com- 
* plaints and clamours againſt the late management 
of the affairs of that company have been ſo loud 
and fo general, that I think we are, in juſtice to 
© the nation, in juſtice even to the gentlemen who 
© have been concerned in the management of that 
company's affairs, obliged to inquire into their af- 
fairs: If upon ſuch inquiry it comes out, as I hope 
© it will, that their affairs have been honeſtly and 
carefully managed, it will be a vindication of the 
characters of thoſe gentlemen who have been con- 
* cerned; and if the contrary ſhould appear, the 
* ſooner we go into that inquiry, the more ſpeedy 
* juſtice will be done to the injured, and many evil 
* conſequences may be prevented. Why ſhould we, 
* my Lords, ſhew ſuch a tenderneſs, and fuch a con- 
© cern for the characters of ſome gentlemen 2 Why 
© ſhould we be ſo cautious of making any inquiry 
into their management? I muſt think that we 
thereby do them no great honour ; it betokens a 
« jealouſy, that the inquiry will explain and confirm 
* what has been ſo generally ſurmiſed. | 
© The late clamours againſt the management 
* of that company's affairs are no idle clamours : 
© They ſeem to be better founded than I could 
© wiſh, Do not we all know, my Lords, is it not 
publicly and certainly known, that the — 
* tors of that company have lately had above ſix 
per cent. of their capital annihilated for the pay- 
ment of a part only of their debts? Could it _ 
1 been 


—— 
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© been imagined, that the company had had ſo much 
< debt, more than their money and effects in trade 
© could have anſwered ? It can hardly be thought, 
< that that debt has been all contracted ſince the 
« year 1721; and if it was contracted before that 
© time, it was a crime to conceal it from Parlia- 
ment; for if it had then been known, the Parlia- 
© ment would certainly have expreſly order*d the 
produce of the directors eſtates, as well as the ſtock 
* then undiſpoſed of, to have been applied towards 
< payment of the debts of the company, inſtead of 
© ordering them to be divided among the proprie- 
tors. This was the only proper way of applying 
© both, in caſe the company had any debt at that 
< time: And if the debt has been all contracted 
< ſince that time, the _ is intitled, and we have 
< reaſon to inquire how it came to be ſo. The 
© debts of every one of our companies ought to be 
publicly known. Do we not know that their debt 
is by law a mortgage upon their ſtock, and the 
concealing of that debt is a fraud upon every igno- 
rant perſon who becomes a purchaſer after the con- 
tracting of their debt? It is as much a fraud upon 
ſuch a purchaſer, as it would be to ſell a mortga- 
ged eſtate, without acquainting the purchaſer that 
there was ſuch a mortgage upon it. 
As to the Eaſt-India company, my Lords, I wiſh 
an inquiry had been made into their affairs. when 
they laſt applied to this houſe for a prolongation 
of their term : It was then that we ought to have 
made an inquiry; it is true, we then neglected 
it, but I hope ſuch an inquiry was made by thoſe 
concerned in the adminiſtration ; it was their duty 
to do ſo before they agreed to the bargain that 
was then made with the directors of that compa- 
ny; if they did not, I ſhall always look upon ſuch 
a neglect in them as a crime of a very hi na- 


ture. I can ſee no evil conſequence of letting, ac 


„ kaſt, 
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' leaſt, the general circumſtances of a company be 
6 publicly known: I am ſure, that as to the EAH.- 
India company, it would have prevented ſome 
very odd practices which have been lately made 
« uſe of: The directors, or perhaps ſome few of the 
directors of that company, were probably the on- 
« ly perſons that were, for half a year together, in the 
« ſecret of that company's not being in a condition 
© to continue their former dividend ; ſuch a ſecret 
vas ſufficient for any man, or for any ſmall num- 
ber of men to plunder their tellow-ſubjqts at plea- 
« ſure, and to make to themſelves what eftates they 
« had a mind. We know that there were but a few 
men in this ſecret, and that ata time when the world 
generally believed, when methods were actually 
taken to make all mankind believe, that that com- 
« pany was in the moſt flouriſhing ſtate, and that 
they would have been able to have continued their 
« dividend of 8 per cent. for many years. By theſe 
methods, my Lords, we ſaw how that ftock was 
run up to a very high price, we ſaw how it fell 
down again almoſt 30 per cent. in three months 
time, by which management we may believe that 
millions were loſt and won; we may judge who 
* were” the winners; they perhaps were but few in 
* number, but we may certainly conclude, that ma- 


| * ny innocent perſons were thereby undone, And 


* while ſuch practices are ſo PRI and ſo openly 
carried on, ſhall we fit in this houſe and ſee them 
« paſs unpuniſhed : But, my Lords, this is not the 
* queſtion now before us: The only queſtion now 
© before us is, whether or no we ſhall call for an ac- 
count of diſcharge as to a particular affair, in or- 
© der to anſwer the account of charge, which was 
ſome years ago laid upon our table in purſuance of 
© an act of Parliament: Surely this is a queſtion 
* that requires no time to conſider of, and therefore 
* I ſhall be againſt adjourning the debate. 


1 Lord 
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Lord Viſcount Falmouth. I am, my Lords, 
© inclined to be for adjourning the debate till to- 
* morrow, but when I tell your Lordſhips my rea: 
© ſon, I hope you will not think that I am again} 
any inquiry into the affairs of the South-Sea com- 


© pany; for I am ſo much convinced of the neceſ. 


piviſſon · 


* ſity and benefit of ſuch inquiries, and of the pro- 
priety of the motion now made to us, that, I hope, 
no Lord in this houſe will, after due conſideration, 
be againſt it, and therefore I wiſh it were put off 
© till to-morrow; in order that it may then be una: 
< nimouſly agreed to. 


Beſides the Speakers already mentioned, the Ear 


of Winchelſea, and the'Earl of Strafford ſpoke for 


the motion, and againſt 2 At laſt the 
queſtion for adjourning the debate till next day was 


put, and it paſſed in the negative 35 againſt 31 


after which the queſtion was put, to agree. to the 
motion or not, which was carried in the affirmative 
without any diviſion 3 and accordingly the directon 
of the South-Sea company were ordered to lay the 
ſaid account, c. before them. 12 


As this was a queſtion of great moment, we ſhal 
give our readers a liſt of the Lords who voted upon 
each ſide of the queſtion. Yi" 


Againſt adjourning, and For adjourning, and con- 
conſequently for the mo» ſeguentiy againſt the mo- 


tion, ie. 
Dukes of Bolton, Dukes of Ancaſter, 
— Bridgwater, Devonſhire, 
Kent, | Newcaſtle, 
Montroſe, - Rutland. 
St Albans, 2 


= 


Bi 
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For the Motion, Againſt the Motion, 
Marquis of Tweedale. Earls of Albemarle, 
Earls of Berkſhire, Aſhburnham, 
* Buchan, | Cowper, 
Cheſterfield, Crawford, 
Coventry, Dunmore, 
Fitz walter, Hallifax, 
Ker, erſey, 
Macclesfield, lay, 
Marchmont, Morton, 
Northampton, Selkirk, 
Pomfret, Wilmington, 
url Rothes, 
or Scarborough, 
he  _ Shaftſbury, 
as Stair, 
13 Strafford, 
the Thanet, 
we Warringtonn, 
ors Wl Viſcounts, Cobham, Viſcounts, Lonſdale, 
the Falmouth, Torrington, 
Tadcaſter, 
Barons, Bathurſt, Barons, Abergavenny, 
"all Bruce, Byron, 
pon Carteret, Delawar, 
Clinton, Harrington, 
Cornwallis, Hobart, 
on- Foley, Lovel, 
mo- Gower, Lynn, 
Haverſham. Walpole. 
Biſhop of Lincoln. Biſhop of London, and 
five more. 


| This account was accordingly brought in, and the rhe account 
fame was ordered to be taken into conſideration on dra. 
Thurſday the 24th of May. On which day, as ſoon . 


as the order was read, the Lord Bathurſt ſtood up, 
Vor. XI. N but 


qui 
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but the Duke of Newcaſtle ſtanding up about the 
ſame time, the Lord Chancellor pointed to the Duke 
of Newceſtle, and the Lord Bathurſt not offering to 
fit down, the Lord Carteret ſtood up, and faid, 
that, if there was any diſpute which Lord was 
to ſpeak, the Lord Chancellor was not to determine 
the queſtion, but the opinion of the houſe was to be 
aſked upon it; as for his part, he was ſure the no- 
ble Lord by him was up ſome time before the noble 
Duke, 

ar oof Then the Lord Bathurſt ſaid, My Lords, Ide. 

werch. fire to ſpeak to order, When any Lord makes a 
motion upon which there follows any order or re- 
* ſolution of this houſe, and a day is appointed for ta- 
king that order or reſolution into conſideration, it 
has always been the cuſtom of this houſe, out of 
* complaiſance to the Lord who made the motion, 
to hear him firſt, becauſe it is to be expected that 
he has ſomething to ſay, or ſome farther motion to 
make in conſequence, or in explanation of the mo- 
tion he had before made; therefore, my Lords, as] 
had the honour to move for the account you ate 
no to take under your conſideration, I think | 
© have now a title to be firſt heard, even tho? I had 
not been firſt up.“ 


ot I WW, My Z. UF ILL ]¾ ÜimAum. , 


Upon this the Duke of Newcaſtle fat down, and then 
the Lord Bathurſt went on to the effect as follows. 


I had, my Lords, the honour to move for the 
account now before us, and your Lerdſhips were 
ſo good as to comply with my deſire. The inten- 
tion of my motion was, that your Lordſhips might 
« ſee that the 32 of the directors eſtates in the 

year 1720, had been regularly and fairly applied, 

according to the directions of the ſeveral laws for 

that purpoſe made; and from the account brought 

in, and now under our conſideration, I think, 
mo 
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« moſt plainly appears, that not ſo much as one ſhil- 
« ling of that money has been ſo applied. To me 
it appears from that account, that the large ſum of 
money ariſing from thoſe forfeited eſtates, had been 
all diſtributed among the proprietors by way of di- 
« vidend, even before the application was made to 
6 Parliament, in the 13th year of his late Majeſty's 
E « reign, for directions how to apply it; and there- 
le fore, my Lords, I muſt take the liberty to move 
to your Lordſhips, that it may be reſolved, 
That the diſpoſing of any of that money by way 


e. of dividend, and without any order or direction of 
1 « a general court for that purpoſe, was a violation of 
e- * the act of Parliament made for directing the diſpo- 
2. ſal thereof, and a manifeſt injuſtice done to pro- 
it « prietors of that ſtock. 
of | 
on, Duke of Neucaſtle. My Lords, it is my opi- — 
at nion that a narrow ſcrutiny into the affair now be- ſpeech. 


to fore us is abſolutely neceſſary: This, my Lords, 
* I am now fo firmly perſuaded of, eſpecially ſince 
481 * the bringing in the account now under our conſi- 
ate * deration, that no man can be more heartily incli- 
K | ned to enter into ſuch ſcrutiny than I am; but this 
had account, which the preſent directors have laid be- 
* fore us is ſo conſuſed, and fo obſcure, that to me 
dit is altogether unintelligible : I do believe there is 
hen not a Lord in this houſe who will ſay that he tho- 
vs, W © roughly underſtands it; and therefore I do not 
© think that it can be a proper foundation for the 
the WY © motion the noble Lord has been pleaſed to make, 
were or for any other motion. An inquiry into the diſ- 
ten © poſal of the produce of the forfeited eſtates of the 
ight WW directors in the year 1720, is certainly a very 
the proper inquiry for this houſe ; but then, my Lords, 
for the honour and _ of the houſe, we ought 
s for © not to proceed upon any ſuch inquiry till we have 
ught ] all proper materials before us; and therefore, I 
k. 1 KF hope your Lordſhips * agree with me in the mo- 
N 2 tion 
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© tion I am to make, before you proceed any farther 
„in this affair. | 

< The preſent directors of that company have in- 
< deed given us an account, but that account is ſo 
< imperfe& and ſo indiſtinct, that it cannot be look- 
ed on as any ſort of compliance with your Lord- 
« ſhip's late order. What may have been their rea- 
« ſons for giving us ſuch an account I ſhall not de- 
termine, but if it was either to conceal the crimes 
of the guilty, or to load the innocent with jealou- 
« fies and ſuſpicions, I hope in either caſe, your 
* Lordfhips will inforce your own orders, and oblige 
* them to clear up what appears to be obſcure in the 
account they have already given in. It is incum- 
bent upon us, my Lords, always to fee our own 
orders punctually obeyed, but eſpecially when they 
relate to the diſcoveripg of thoſe that are guilty, or 


do the vindication of thoſe that are unjuſtly ſuſpect- 


ed of crimes: This furely is the next ſtep your 
* Lordſhips ought to take in this affair; and there. 
fore I ſhall move, That the preſent directors of that 
company may be ordered to lay before this houſ: 
* a farther and more diſtinct account how that mo- 
* ney has been diſpoſed of. 


fterfield's | Farl of Cheſterfield. * Iam glad, my Lords, to 
ſpeech, ſce the effect that the bringing in of this account, 


obſcure as it is, has produced. I find that ſome 
Lords, who at firſt ſeemed to want no informa- 
tion in this affair, who at firſt appeared to be 2 
* gainſt any ſuch inquiry, are now for making a tho- 
rough inquiry into that whole affair, and are for 
having a full m{ormation of every particular cit. 
c⸗umſtance relating to the diſpoſal of that money. | 
am, my Lords, of the fame opinion, and theretore 
I lock upon the motion made by the noble Duke 
to be a very proper motion: I ſhall moſt heartily 
join with him in that motion; but then, my Lords, 
* I think it is time enough to come to that 5 
"AE « 74 N & attel 
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after the motion made by the noble Lord is agreed 
to; the noble Duke*s motion ought to be the con- 
* cluding motion of this day. The account laid be- 
fore us is, it is true, obſcure and indiſtinct, but 
© let us make as much of it as we can before we aſk 
for any farther account. Even this obſcure account 
is ſufficient to raiſe a ſuſpicion in every lord of this 
© houſe, that the produce of thoſe directors eſtates 
© has not been diſpoſed of according to the directi- 
* ons of the act of Parliament made for that pur- 
* poſe, and therefore I muſt think, that we have 
from thence ſufficient ground for the reſolution firſt 


© moved for. We may then examine this account a 


little farther, and at laſt we may come to the mo- 
tion made by the noble Duke, and may then give 
ſuch particular orders and directions relating to 
the ſeveral articles which we want to have cleared 
* up, that the preſent directors may know how, and 
vill be neceſſarily obliged to lay a clear and diſtinct 
account of that whole affair before us, if any ſuch 
can be had. I ſhall therefore be for the mo- 
tion made by the noble Lord, and at laſt I will join 
* with the noble Duke in the motion he has made. 


Earl of Scarborough. My Lords, as to the mo- Farlof Scar 
tion made by the noble Duke, I ſhall join in it eech. 


© with all my heart, as ſoon as I think it is proper 
for us to come to ſuch a motion, or to make ſuch 
an order, I do not doubt but that the noble 
* Duke who made the motion, 1s moſt zealous in 
© the affair now before us; his Grace has declared ſo, 
© and therefore I make no manner of doubt of it, 
© becauſe I am fully convinced of the honour and 
* integrity of that noble Duke ; he never did pro- 
* feſs any thing but what was his real ſentiments, 
© and I am perſuaded the motion he has niade pro- 
* ceeds from a ſincere and an ardent deſire of coming 
* at the bottom of the affair now before us. I am 
* always ſorry when I differ in the kaſt from him; 
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but in the preſent caſe my opinion A re to be 
different; I do not think that what he propoſes 
* ought to be the firſt ſtep we are next to take 
in the affair before us. As to this, my Lords, 
Jam at preſent of a different opinion, and tho' ] 
may, and ſhall always be ready to change my opi- 
nion upon a better information; yet my opinion, 
while it is my opinion, Iwill not give up even to 
him for whom I have the greateſt regard and 
eſteem. | 

As we have, my Lords, already an account be- 
fore us, it is my opinion that we ought to examine 
that account before we order any farther account 
to be laid before us. If there is any thing obſcure 
in the account we now have before us; the gentle- 
man who ſigns it is attending at the door, and if 
your Lordſhips call him in, and examine him, 
he may perhaps be able to give you a farther 
light into the matter in hand; he may be able to 
explain all or moſt of the articles that appear to 
be obſcure in the account. now under your conſi- 
« derationz and if, at laſt, there ſhall remain an 
© obſcurity in the account before you, your Lord- 
* ſhips may then make a new order for the directors 
to bring in a farther, a more clear and diſtinct ac- 
count: You will then, and not till then, be able 
© to give ſuch particular orders as to the ſeveral arti- 
© cles that remain obſcure, as cannot be miſunder- 
© ſtood by the directors. We have, my Lords, by 
our former order, called for an account how that 
money was diſpoſed of; and if we ſhould only re- 
new that order without adding ſome new and par- 
© ticular directions, the ſecond account may, and 


GG 


R K 


probably will be more obſcure than the firſt; and 


therefore, my Lords, that we may be able to give 
« ſuch particular directions as may be eaſily under- 
< ſtood by the directors, I muſt move for calling in 
Mr. De Golz, and examining him as to the ſeveral 


f articles of this account, 


I The 
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: The Duke of Newca/He got up again, and thank- Nate of | 
: ed the noble Lord who had ſpoke laſt, for the good again.” 
2 opinion he had expreſſed of him, That noble Lord, 
| « (fays his Grace) cannot have a better opinion of 
I me than I have of him: There is no man more 
fully convinced of that noble Lord's honour and 
© ſincerity than I am, becauſe there is no man, I be- 
5 lieve, knows him better.“ Then he ſpoke a little 
d to the queſtion in hand, and after him 


5 Lord Carteret ſtood up and ſpoke to this effect. Lord Cg. 
My Lords, I ſhall readily join with the noble Duke 
a * in the motion he has made, as ſoon as it is proper 
de for this houſe to go upon that motion. It muſt 
8 * be confeſſed, that the account now before us is a 


if very imperfect and indiſtinct account; whether this 
n, be the effect of neglect or deſign I ſhall not deter- 


er * mine, but I muſt ſay, my Lords, wherever I ſee 
to an obſcurity in accounts, I am apt to ſuſpect ſome 
to indirect practices; however, notwithſtanding the 
fi- * obſcurity of the account now under our conſidera- 
Fs tion, as to ſame other parts, it cannot be ſaid that 
c. it is obſcure as to that part to which the motion 
or * made by the noble Lord refers. It muſt be grane- 


AC ed it has not, I think, been ſo much as denied by 
ble any Lord in this houſe, but that the diſpoſing of 


ti- * that money by way of dividend among the pro- 
er- * prietors, without any orders or directions of a ge- 
by * neral court for that purpoſe, was a violation of the 
hat act of Parliament, and a manifeſt injuſtice done to 
_ the company: And it is plain that, in the account 
. * now before us, there does not appear any order or 
and direction for the diſpoſal of that money: There 
and appears to us nothing but an order for the 8 
rive * to deliver that money over to the directors; an 
jer- © for this reaſon we ought now to declare our opinion 


in as to this matter, that the preſent directors, in the 
eral making up of 2 new account, may be ſufficiently 

\ inſtructed as to that article, and that they may be 
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directed to report clearly to us, whether or no there 
was any order of a general court for the diſpoſal 
of that money; if there was any proper order for 
that purpoſe, our coming to a reſolution, accord- 
ing to the noble Lord's motion, can affect no 
man; and if there never was any ſuch order, 
thoſe who diſpoſed of that money otherwiſe, do 
deſerve, and J hope will meet with a much higher 
cenſure, 

For the ſake of the honour and dignity of this 
houſe, we ought, my Lords, immediately to come 
to ſome very ſtrong reſolutions in the affair now 
before us; the giving in of ſuch an account ſeems 
to be a trifling with this houſe, and if your Lord- 


/ me > 8.0 


farther in this affair, till you have a new account 
given in, 1t will be thought to be a throwing ot 
cold water upon the inquiry now before us. Your 
Lordſhips may declare what you pleaſe, as to your 
willingneſs to enter upon an inquiry into this affair, 
but the putting it off without coming to any reſolu- 
tion till you have a new account from the directors, 
will without doors be looked on as waving of the 
inquiry propoſed; and this opinion will the more 
readily, and the more generally prevail, becauſe it 
is now ſo near the end of the ſeſſion, that this new 
account can hardly be expected to be brought in 
during this ſeſſion of Parliament. 

By the account now before us it appears, that 
upwards of 2,000,000, ſterling money was paid 
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and delivered by the truſtees to the directors of 


that company in the year 1729; and it likewiſe 
appears, that it was never brought to the compa- 
ny's account till the year 1732. For God's ale 
my Lords, what became of that great ſum of mo- 
ney during that long interval, the very intereſt of it 
in that time amounts to above 100,000 J. which is a 
ſum that company itſelf would certainly have look- 


ſhips now refuſe, or even delay doing any thing 


edafter, if they had not been either very negligent 
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* of their own affairs, or under an influence to which 


* I ſhall not give the name it deſerves; but what- 
ever may be the caſe, as to the company, we ought 
* ro conſider the widows and the fatherleſs infants, 
* who have no vote at their general courts, and for 
the ſake of thoſe we ought to inquire, what became 
* of this money for ſo conſiderable a time: As to 
*-this and all the other articles of this account, the 
* gentleman who ſigns it, and who is now attending 
* at our door, can without doubt fully inform us, and 
* therefore I ſhall join with the nable Lord by me, in 
the motion he has made, for having him called in 
and examined.“ 


185 


Earl of ay. My Lords, ſince your Lordſhips fo of Hays 


ſeem to be all of opinion, that the account laid be- 


fore us by the preſent directors of the South Sea 
company, in purſuance of our late order, is a very 
indiſtinct account, Ithink the firſt thing you ought 
to do is, to ſee your order as fully complied with 
* as poſſible. By your Lordſhips former order, the 
directors were ordered to lay before you all the or- 
ders of general courts, made for directing the diſ- 
* poſal of that money, and 1 find they have given 
© us no account of any order relating to that affair, 
* but of one only, which, for what I know, may be 
© all the orders they have to ſhew, but they ought, 
' atleaſt, to have told us ſo: If there is any other 
* order relating to the diſpoſal of that money, it 
* ought to be. laid before us, and if there are none 
other, we ought certainly to be aſſured of it in a 
proper way, before we proceed any farther in this 
affair: Till we have from the directors all the in- 
formation we can poſſibly get, it will be irregular 
* to come to any reſolution, or to call any witneſs to 
be examined at the bar; and in every affair that 
comes before this houſe, I hope your Lordſhips 
will always be careful of doing nothing but what is 

| | AL " regu- 
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regular and juſt, without any regard to what may 
* be {aid without doors. 

From the account before us it indeed appears, 
< that the money was paid in by the truſtees to the 
directors in the year 1729, and that it was not 
brought to the company's account till the year 
17323; and I do not know but that Mr, De Gol, 
who ſigns this account, and who is now attending 
at your door, may be able to inform you as to 
what became of that money in the interim. But, 
my Lords, it is not from Mr. De Golz that we 
want an account, it is from the directors of that 
company that we ought to be inform?d of all theſe 
matters; and after the directors have told us, that 
they can give us no farther information, we may 
then examine them, we may examine their ſervants, 
we may examine whatever witneſſes we think pro- 
per at the bar of this houſe, as to the truth of the 
ſeveral articles of the accounts given in by the di- 
rectors, and likewiſe as to the clearing up and ex. 
plaining ſuch articles as may, at laſt, remain ob- 
+ ſcure. 

As to any Lord's having at firſt appear'd againſt 
calling for the account now under our conſiders 
tion, I do not know that any Lord did appear 
againſt it: When the firſt motion was made relating 
+ to this affair, it appeared to be a motion of ſuch 
conſequence, that ſeveral Lords were deſirous of 
< ſome time to conſider of itz but it is not from 
< thence to be inferred, that they were againſt cal. 
< ing for any ſuch account: They deſired only til 
next day to conſider of it; their aſking for ſuch a 
* ſhort time was a proof of their not being againſt it, 
and if they had got that time, they would, I be- 
< heve, have been as much for it as thoſe Lords were, 
£ who had conſidered of the affair before the motion 
< was made. The event, my Lords, fhews, that 
they were in the right in aſking for ſome time to 
12 | con: 
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* conſider it; for if the affair had been better conſi- 
* dered at firſt, our order would perhaps have been 
made more particular, and then the return to it 
* would, in all probability, have been more diſtinct 
and clear: We ſhould then have been able to have 
* proceeded without any loſs of time; but as the caſe 
now ſtands, I think it would be very irregular to 
proceed to the making of reſolutions, or to examine 
« witneſſes, till we have the matter farther cleared 
© up; and therefore I ſhall be for putting the previ- 
* ous queſtion, as to the motion made by the noble 
Lord; and if t paſſes in the negative, as I hope 
© it will, I ſhall be for agreeing with the motion made 
by the noble Duke.“ 


Beſides the Lords I have already mentioned, the 
Duke of Montroſe, the Marquis of Tweegale, the 
Earl of Winchelſca, and the Earl of Marchmont ſpoke 
for calling in Mr. De Golz; and the Earl of Chol- 
mondeley, the Lord Delawar, the Lord Lovel, the 
Lord King, and the Biſhop of Bangor ſpoke againſt 
it, The previous queſtion was then going to be put, 
as to Lord Bathurſt's motion, but the Lord Carteret 
got up and ſpoke to order; That as Mr. De Gol 
vas then attending at the door, by virtue of their 
* Lordſhips order, and a noble Lord having mov'd 
* for calling him in, he thought that according to 
the rules of proceeding in that houſe, the queſtion 
* that ought to be firſt put was, Whether or no 
Mr. De Golz ſhould be called in? And that it was 


certainly proper he ſhould be examined, before 


they proceeded even to make an order for bringing 
in a farther account, for that they would thereby 
be enabled to give much more particular and di- 
ſtinct directions, how that farther account ſhould 
© be framed, than they could otherwiſe do. That 
© if they went upon iſſuing out a new order before 
they examined that gentleman, the ſame thing 
* might happen which a noble Lord ſeemed to _ 
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had before happened, by their making the firſt or- 
der in that affair without taking time to conſider of 
it; the directors would no more underſtand their 
ſecond order than they had underſtood the firſt; 
and thus (ſays his Lordſhip) we ſhall have a ſecond 
return as indiſtin& and as obſcure as the firſt.“ In 


this queſtion as to order, the Lord Carteret's opinion 
was ſupported by the Earl of Mincbhelſea and the Lord 
Bathurſt; and it was oppoſed by the Duke of Neu- 
caſtle, the Earl of lay, and the Lord Delawar, 
Then the Earl of Strafford ſtood up and ſaid, That 


— 
c 


EEE eee e. 


for avoiding the ditpute about ler, he would be 
for putting the previous queſtion, as to the motion 
made by the noble Lord, and thereupon he would 
give his negative, as he would likewiſe do upon 
the previous queſtion as to the motion made by the 
noble Duke, in order to come at the motion made 
for calling in Mr. De Golz, which he would cer- 
tainly agree to.“ After him the | 
Marquis of Tweedale ſtood up and ſaid, My 
Lords, I am of the ſame opinion with the noble 
Lord who ſpoke laſt; I think that what his Lord. 
ſhip has propoſed, is a moſt proper method for 
avoiding all diſputes about order; and as I am for 
calling in Mr. De Golz, and examining him, be. 
fore every thing elſe; therefore, if you put the 
previous queſtion as to the firſt motion that was 
made, I hope it will paſs in the negative ; then, 
my Lords, we may regularly, and without any 
diſpute as to order, put the previous queſtion as to 
the motion made by the noble Duke; to that que- 
ſtion I ſhall likewiſe give my negative, and I hope 
all the Lords who are for having Mr. De Go/z 
called in and examined, will do the ſame, that ſo 
it may likewiſe paſs in the negative ; and thus both 
the firſt motions being poſtponed, we come next 
of courſe to the third motion, which was that for 
calling in Mr. De Golz, to which I ſhall moſt hear- 
tily give my affirmative, 
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Hereupon the previous queſtion was put, as to the 
motion made by the Lord Bathurſt, which paſſed in 


A. 1733. 


the negative without any diviſion, Then the pre- 
vious queſtion was put upon the motion made by the 
Duke of Newcaſtle, upon which the houſe divided. 
As this diviſion was a very remarkable one, we ſhall 
give a liſt of the Lords who were preſent, and voted 
in this queſtion, 


Lords who, upon this previous e voted in the 
negative, and were conſequently for the calling in of 
Mr. De Golz. 


Ukes of Somerſet, Earls of Buchan, 
St Albans, Marchmont, 
Bolton, Strafford, 

Bedford, Stair, 

Montroſe, Fitzwalter, 
F Oxford, 
Greenwich, Harborough, 
Mancheſter, Macclesfield, 
Bridgwater, Pomfret, 

Marquis of Tweedale. Ker, 

Earls of Northampton, Viſcounts Tadcaſter, (Earl 
Denbigh, Thomond) 
Berkſhire, Cobham, 
Winchelſea, Falmouth, 

Cheſterfield, Lords Clinton, 
Thanet, Bruce, 
Sunderland, Ci aven, 
Shafifbury, f Cartclet, 
Litchfield, Welton, (Zirl of 
Gainſborough, Arran) 
Scarborough, ' Faverſham, 
Coventry, Gower, 
Rothes, Maſham, 
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Lords Foley, Preſent 49 
Bathurſt, Proxies 2) 
Cornwallis, — 

Biſhop of Lincoln. 75 


Lords who, upon this previous queſtion, voted in the af. 
firmative, and conſequently againſt the then calling 
in of Mr. De Golz. 


ORD Chancellor, 
Preſident, 
Privy Seal, 
Steward, 
Chamberlain. 
Dukes of Montague, maſter of the great wardrobi, 
Ancaſter, 
Newcaltle, ſecretary of ſtate, 
Chandos, | 
Dorſet, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
Earls of Pembroke, captain of a troop of guards, ani 
Lord of the bed-chamber, 
Warwick, 
Clarendon, 
Albemarle, captain of a troop of guards, an 
Lord of the bed-chamber. 
Jerſey, 
Godolphin, groom of the ſtole. 
Cholmondeley, maſter of the horſe to tit 
Prince. 
Crawford, captain of dragoons, 
Morton, vice-admiral of Scotland, 
Selkirk, Lord of the bed-chamber, 
Dunmore, colonel of a regiment of guard, 
Orkney, colonel of a regiment, and goveriil 
of Virginia and Edinburg-caſtle, 
12 a Juſticiary and privy ſeal of Scot 
and, 
Tankerville, Lord of the bed-chamber, ail 
ſince made maſter of the buck-bounds, 


Earl 


be, 


and 
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Earls, of Hallifax, auditor of the Exchequer, 
Cowper, Lord of the bed-chamber, 
Aſhburnham, Lord of the bed-chamber, 
Effingham, colonel of a regiment, and de- 

puty Earl marſhal. 

Viſcounts, Lymington, Lord juſtice in Eyre, 

Torrington, treaſurer of the navy. 

Lords, Harrington, ſecretary of ſtate, 

Abergavenny, | 
Delawar, treaſurer of the houſhold, 
Lovelace, 

Byron, 

Lynn, maſter of the jewel-office, 
Cadogan, colonel of a regiment, 


Walpole, clerk of the pells, 
Monſon, 


Lovel. 
Biſhops of London, 
Wincheſter, 
Saliſbury, 
St David's, 


Landaff, 

Chicheſter, 

Oxford, 

Briſtol, 

Norwich, 

Litchfield and Coventry, 

Ely, 

Rocheſter, 

St Aſaph, 

Bath and Wells. | 

| Preſent 57 

Proxies (of whom ſix were biſhops): 18 


75 
Note, 
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Note; It appears, by the above liſt, that there was 
a majority of twenty- two lay Lords for the calling in 
of Mr. De Golz. 


By the rules of proceeding in the houſe of Lords, 
nothing new, it ſeems, can be reſolved on, unleſs a 
majority be for it; ſo that when a motion is made in 
that houſe for reverſing a decree, for bringing in 
or paſling a bill, or for an amendment to a bill then 
before them, there muſt be a majority for it, other. 
wiſe, if there be only an equality upon the diviſion, 
the decree ſtands affirmed, the bill or the amendment 
is thrown out; and ſo, when a motion for a reſolu- 
tion or order is made, there muſt be a majority for 
itz if upon the diviſion there be an equality, thc 
motion is of conſequence diſagreed to, that is, the 
queſtion paſſes in the negative, Thus in the preſent 
caſe, the previous queſtion being, whether the que- 
ſtion ſhould be then put upon the motion made by 
the Duke of Newcaſtle ? And there being exactly as 
many againſt putting the 2 upon that motion, 


as there were for it, therefore the previous queſtion 


was carried in the negative; and ſo the houſe came 
of courſe to " par the queſtion upon the motion 
made by the Earl of Scarborough, for the calling in 
of Mr. De Golz. 

Accordingly the Earl ſtood up and renewed his 
motion, whereupon the Duke of Newcaſtle got up 
and moved, that the previous queſtion might like- 
wiſe be put as to that motion. Vion this the 

Earl of Strafford ſtood up and ſpoke to this effect. 
For God's fake, my Lords, do not let us put 
previous queſtion as to this motion. Mr. De Golz 
* was ordered to attend this day: What was he or- 
« dered to attend for? Surely it was to be examin'd 


n caſe we found any difficulty in the account now 


under our conſideration ; and every Lord in the 
t houfe, I think, confeſſes that he finds difficulty in 
this account: It hath been allowed by every 3 

I « that 
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« that has ſpoke in this debate, to be very confuſed 
© and obſcure. It will really look very odd, to re- 
« fuſe examining that gentleman, as to what appears 
difficult or obſcure in the account before you, ſince 
he is attending for that purpoſe by virtue of an or- 
der of the houſe. We may pretend what we pleaſe, 
© but no man will think that weare in earneſt in what 
© we are now about, if the calling in and examining 


* of this gentleman ſhould be pur off.” 


Several other Lords ſpoke to the ſame purpoſe, 
mw which the Duke dropped his motion; though 
if the previous queſtion had been put, and every 
Lord had voted and given his proxies, as in the 
former diviſion, it is certain there would have been an 
equality, by which the calling in or examining of 
Mr. De Golz would, by the rules of that houſe be- 
fore-mention*d, have been put off at leaſt for that 
day. The motion as to the previous queſtion being 
thus dropped, the queſtion was put for the calling in 
of Mr. De Golz, which was carried without any di- 
viſion, and he was accordingly called in and examin- 
ed, but did not give any great ſatisfaction as to the 
clearing up of the account. After he was with- 
drawn, the Lord Batbhurſt renewed his motion; 
whereupon the 

Earl of Scarborough roſe up and ſpoke in ſubſtance 
a follows, viz. * My Lords, I muſt be of opini- 
* on, that as this motion tends towards the charging 


* of ſome gentlemen with very groſs miſmanage- 


ment, and with acting contrary to an expreſs act 
gof Parliament, we ought to proceed with the ut- 
© moſt caution : And as Ireally think that we have 
not, as yet, ſufficient ground for ſupporting ſuch 
* a reſolution, therefore I cannot now agree to it. 
Our coming immediately to ſuch a reſolution can 
* do no manner of ſervice, either to the public orto 
any private perſon,” and it may do harm to ſome 
© gentlemen, who, for what we can yet pretend to 

You, XI. O * know 
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© know, are innocent; but that we may ſearch this 
© affair to the bottom, that we may have all the in- 
« ſight into it that is poſſible, and that we may dif. 
* cover and puniſh the guilty, if any there be, I will 
© now join with the noble Duke in the motion he 
© made; and I hope in forming that order, your 
* Lordſhips will give ſuch directions as may not 
only enable, but oblige the directors of that com- 
« pany to give us a full, clear, and diſtinct account 
of that whole affair, if any ſuch account can be 
had. When that account comes in, or when we 
are told no ſuch account can be had, we may then 
* conſider the motion made by the noble Lord, and 
© may come to that reſolution, or to ſuch other re- 
* ſolutions as we ſhall then think proper.“ 


Duke of Argyle. My Lords, in all inquires 
of this nature, we ought to proceed with zeal but 
© not with fury. I hope, my Lords, I am as zea- 
« Jous for inquiring thoroughly into the matter now 
< before us, as any of your Lordſhips ought to be. 
For this reaſon I was for poſtponing the motion 
made by the noble Duke, in order to have Mr, 
De Golz examined: I did indeed expect, that he 
© would have explained to your Lordſhips moſt of 
the articles of the account before us, which appear 
to be obſcure and unintelligible ; but I find I am 
« diſappointed : I believe your Lordſhips have re- 
< ceived no great ſatisfaction from him; for to me 
he ſeemed to be ignorant almoſt of every thing; 
he could not ſo much as give a clear and diſtinct 
anſwer to any one queſtion that was put to him, 
< which, 1 malt ſay, is to me very ſurpriſing: I did 
think it almoſt impoſſible that a man, who had 
been fo long in ſuch a high-poſt in that company's 
© ſervice, could be ſo ignorant ot their affairs as this 


man appears to be. 2 71 ho 185 
However, my Lords, notwithſtanding the littls 
£ ſucceſs wt have met with: in the examination of 
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this gentleman, I hope we ſhall fall upon ways and 
means for bringing this matter to light; but till 

© we have ſome farther information about it, I do 
not think we have a foundation for the reſolution 
* which the noble Lord has moved for: Our pro- 

* ceeding ſo [haſtily to ſuch a reſolution, would 
really be a going on with fury, inſtead of going on 

* with that juſt zeal which we ought to ſhew upon 
all occaſions z and Iam perſuaded, if this affair were 

* to be left to the ſingle determination of rhe noble 
Lord who made the motion, he would not, upon 

* reconſidering the cafe, come to ſuch a determina- 
tion as he has now moved for, without inquiring 

* farther into the matter; therefore I hope the noble 
Lord will, for the preſent, wave his motion, that 

* the ſame may be again revived, after we have got 

* a more full and a more diſtinct information about 


this affair.“ | 
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Hereupon the Lord Bathurſt agreed to wave his 
motion for that time, and afterwards the houſe or- 
dered the preſent directors, and alſo the laſt direc- 
tors of the South-Sea company to attend to be exa- 
mined, and likewiſe the late inſpectors of that com- 
pany's accounts. | 
On Wedneſday the zoth of May, the bill for grant- Pill for the 
ing to his Majeſty a certain ſum out of the ſinking portion; -g. 
fund, for the ſervice of the year 1733, and for the + bout? 
farther application of the ſame fund; and for ena- 
bling his Majeſty, out of the money ariſen by the 
lale of lands in Sr. Chriftophers, to pay 80,000 7. 
as a marriage-portion for the Princeſs royal, &c. 
was read a ſecond time in the houſe of Lords, and 
upon the motion's being made for committing it, 


Earl of Winchelſea ſtood up and ſpoke to this ef- Fart of 
fect, vis. I do not riſe-up, my Lords, to oppoſe — 
the bill now before us, but I ſtand up to take no- 
tice of the ſtrange method of huddling ſo. many 
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© things together; and particularly I cannot but take 
notice of that part of it, by which 80, ooo J. i; 
granted as a portion for the Princeſs Royal. Iris 
© ſo unbecoming a thing to ſee that grant made in 
© ſuch a hotch-potch bill, a bill which really ſeems 
© to be the ſweepings of the other houſe, that I can- 
not, my Lords, let it paſs without teſtifying my 
« diſlike. After his Majeſty had been moſt graci. 
© ouſly pleaſed to communicate to both houſes of 
Parliament the intended marriage of that Princeſs, 
after both houſes had preſented to his Majeſty moſt 
dutiful and loyal addreſſes thereupon, I think, my 
Lords, the leaſt that ought to have been done, wa 
< to have provided a marriage-portion for that Prin- 
« ceſs, in a particular bill by itſelf; that it might 
have ſtood upon our records, as a teſtimony of the 
s reſpect. and duty of the nation towards the royal 
family now upon the throne. I have ſo great an 
« eſteem for his Majeſty and his family, and ſuch a 
particular regard for that illuſtrious Princeſs, that 
6 i am ſorry to ſee her name ſo much as mentioned 
£ in ſuch a riff-raff bill as this is. 

But, my Lords, beſides this indignity to the 
royal family, the ſending up a bill with ſo many 
different things tack*d together, is a ſort of indig- 
< nity to this houſe, It is a breach of one of your 
< ſtanding orders, and is a laying of us under a ne- 
« ceſlity of agreeing to every item in a bill, or of 
putting a negative upon every one of them: In 
* ſhort, my Lords, to me it really ſeems to be 2 
* deſign to make uſe of one particular article in the 
© bill, in order to cram all the reſt down our throats, 
Upon both theſe accounts I could not help taking 
notice of this moſt extraordinary bill; but ſince i 
£ cannot now be remedied, I am ſo fond of enabling 
his Majeſty to provide a ſufficient marriage-por- 
tion for the Princeſs royal, I am ſo ready to join 
in any meaſures for providing for the current ſer- 
vice of the year, that, rather than diſappoint - 
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© ther of them, I will for this time paſs over thoſe 
« informalities, I will not oppoſe this bill, but I hope. 


that care will be taken hereafter, not to ſend up 


© any more ſuch bills to this houſe.“ 


Earl of Crawford. * I do not either, my Lords, tart of 


« riſe up to oppoſe the bill now before us, but I think fach. om 


* it is incumbent upon me to declare, that it is, in 
* my opinion, a moſt indecent thing to provide for 
the Princeſs royal of England in ſuch a manner: 
© It is moſt diſreſpectful to the royal family, to pro- 
vide a marriage-portion for ſo illuſtrious a branch 
« of that family, in ſuch a bill of Items. Here is, 
* imprimis, 500,000 l. for the current ſervice of the 
year. Item 10, ooo J. by way of charity for thoſe 
* diſtreſſed perſons who are to tranſport themſelves 
to the colony of Georgia. Item, 15 much by way 
of charity for repairiug an old church. Jem, ſo 
much by way of charity for repairing a dormitory. 
And Item, 80, ooo l. as a marriage-portion for the 
Princeſs royal of England. How incongruous is it, 
my Lords, to ſee ſuch a proviſion come in by way 
* of Item, among ſo many other tems, many of which 
are for charitable uſes! | | 
© In duty to the family of which that royal Prin- 

* ceſs is deſcended, out of that regard and eſteem 
* which we ought to have for her, and which ſhe ſo 
* much deſerves, not only from us, but from the 
* whole world, her marriage-portion ought to have 
been provided for in a particular bill by itſelf; no 
foreign matter ought to have been mix'd up in 
* ſuch a bill. Your Lordſhips were ſo careful in that 
* reſpect, that when you were about drawing up an 
* addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty, for communica- 
ting to this houſe the intended marriage of the 
* Princeſs royal, you would not receive a few-words. 
* which were offered by way of compliment to the 
States General, and _ might- very properly 
8 3 + hae 


197 


198 


Dvke of + 
Newe iſtle's 
ſpcech, 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1733. 


have come into that addreſs, becauſe you were 


< reſolved to put nothing into the addreſs that was 
any way foreign to the intended marriage, which 
© his Majeſty had been pleaſed to communicate to 
* you. 

f As I am reſolved not to oppoſe this bill, there. 
fore, my Lords, I ſhall not ſay any thing to the 
method of tacking made uſe of upon this occaſion 
nor ſhall I now object againſt the means made uſe 
of for providing for the current ſervice of the year; 
but both ought certainly to be taken notice of, and 
I hope your Lordſhips will, upon this occaſion, 
come to ſome reſolutions which may tend to pre- 


vent the like practices for the future.? 


Duke of Newcaſtle. © My Lords, I am ſo far 
from thinking it indecent or diſreſpectful to provide 


+ for the Princeſs royal by this bill, that I think it the 


only way by which ſuch a proviſion could have 
© been made, It could not well have been done by 
< a particular bill, becauſe the marriage is not as yet 
fully concluded: Anda particular bill was the lc 
neceſſary, becauſe the proviſion is to be made with- 
out laying any new burden on the people; it is to 
< be made out of what did not originally belong to 
the public, but to his Majeſty 3 for the money 
<. ariſing by the ſale of the lands in Nevis and St. Chri. 
« ftophers, did not really at firſt belong to the pub- 


lic; it was what. the public had no right to, till hi 


Fart of L 
lay's ſpeech, 


* Majeſty was ſo good as to give it up, and to promiſ 
that it ſhould be applied to the uſe of the public. 


Earl of ay. My Lords, I muſt ſay, that the 
two noble Lords who ſpoke firſt upon this ſub- 
« ject, have been pleaſed to give the bill now before 
us ſome epithets which are very extraordinary, and 
< which, in my opinion, the bill no way deſerves. 
There is in this bill, my Lords, nothing of an ex. 
< traordinary nature: Surely your Lordſhips would 
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not have a particular bill ſent up, for every ſmall 
* ſum that is granted for the current ſervice of the 
year: Your Lordſhips know that it is not uſual : 
* Tt has always been the cuſtom of Parliament to 
provide for ſeveral particular ſervices by dne bill. 
© And as to the marriage portion of the Princeſs 
Royal, I have as great a regard for that moſt de- 
« ſerving Princeſs, and as great a reſpect for the royal 
family of which ſhe is deſcended, as any Lord in 
this houſe 3 but really I can ſee no difference in 
the providing for her marriage portion by a parti- 
« cular bill for that purpoſe, or by a clauſe in ſome 
* other bill: It will ſtand equally upon all our re- 
* cords in the one way as in the other; and the 
duty and reſpect which the nation owes to his Ma- 
© jeſty and his illuſtrious family, will be ſhewn as 
much, and teſtified as ſtrongly, by the clauſe which 
© is in this bill, as if there had been a particular bill 
brought in and paſſed for that E only. 
As to the orders of this houſe, my Lords, there 
© is nothing in this bill that is againſt any of them 
the order which now ſeems to be referred to, is, [ 
* preſume, that, by which it is ordered, that nothing 
* of a foreign nature ſhall be tacked to any money 
bill: This, my Lords, is the only order can think 
' of, which has any manner of relation to the que- 
{ ftion in hand, and I am ſure there is nothing in 
* this bill contrary to that order : There 1s nothing 
* of a foreign nature, there is nothing in it but what 
relates to the granting of money, and therefore 
* there is nothing in it that can in any way be ſaid 
to look like tacking. Since the noble Lords had 
* no mind to oppoſe the bill, I muſt think that they 
might have let alone ſaying any thing upon the 
© head, till after the bill had been order'd to be com- 
* mitted; Then if they had any motion to make 
* relating to any 1 in this bill, they might 
* have ſpoke to it; it is not uſual for any Lord 
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to ſpeak againſt a bill, unleſs it be with a deſign 
to oppoſe its paſſing in the form it is in.“ 


Lord Ba- 
t hur Es 


cpecch and and then the Lord Bathurſt ſtood up and ſpoke in 


motion in 


motion of the ſubſtance thus, vi. My Lords, I did not before give 
finking fwd your Lordſhips any trouble, becauſe I had not a 
mind to et, 
© to be committed; for tho? I was of opinion, and | 
find I am not ſingular, that the ſending up of ſuch 
© a bill was both irregular and contrary to the orders 
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After this, the bill was order'd to be committed, 
e this bill which we have now order'd 


of this houſe, yet I thought it was neceſſary to 
paſs it, not only becauſe of the deſire I had to ſee 
all the current ſervices of the year provided for, 
but likewiſe becauſe of the great regard I had for 
that branch of the royal family provided for by 
this bill: Tho? I muſt ſay, that I ſhould have been 
glad to have ſeen that royal. Princeſs provided for 
by a particular bill for that purpoſe only ; for 
wherever a grant is to be made by Parliament in 
favour of any particular perſon, the doing of it by 
a clauſe may, perhaps, have the ſame effect, but the 
doing of it by a bil certainly ſhews a greater te- 
gard for the perſon to whom the grant is made. 
There is indeed a method by which one houſe of 
Parliament may be made to ſhew a very extraordi- 
nary regard, to any particular thing provided for 
only by a clauſe in a bill; this method has perhaps 
been practiſed; tho? I ſhall not ſay, my Lords, it 
has in this caſe been practiſed: It is when either houſe 
of Parliament has a bill before them which they 
ſuſpe&t may be thrown out in the other houſe, 
therefore, in order to carry it through the other 
houſe, they add a clauſe in favour of ſome thing, 
or ſome perſon, which they know the other houſe 
will ſhew a great regard to; in ſuch caſe, if that 
other houſe do paſs ſuch a bill for the ſake of that 
clauſe, it is certainly ſhewing a very extraordinary 
regard to the perſon in favour of whom that clauſe 
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was thus purpoſely introduced. If I admit bad 
company into my houſe for the ſake of one parti- 
cular man who happens to be among them, I cer- 
tainly ſhew him a greater regard than if I admit- 
ted him ſingle and alone; but he is little obliged 
to thoſe who put him upon the office of gaining 
* admittance for ſuch troubleſame attendants. 
However, my Lords, as to this part of the bill, 
I ſhall inſiſt no longer upon it, my principal de- 
* ſign 1s to take notice of the manner in which the 
current ſervice of the year is provided for by this 
© bill: It is indeed a very extraordinary method of 
providing for that ſervice ; a method which I ſhall 
never approve of: I have always looked on the 
ſinking- fund as a moſt ſacred pledge for ſecuring 
the payment of the debts of the nation, and for 
* relieving the people from thoſe heavy taxes and 
* burdens they now groan under. Now, I find, that 
by this bill, that ſacred fund is to be robbed of 
* £00,000 l. at one ſtroke, There have been ſeveral 
large ſums formerly ſtolen from that fund; but, I 
believe it was never before plundered of ſo large 
© a ſum at once, or in ſo direct and open a manner 
* as by this bill is to be introduced; and therefore, 
* I hope, your Lordſhips will come to ſome reſolu- 
tion for preventing any ſuch practices for the fu- 
ture: It is now, my Lords, really become neceſ- 
* fary for us to ſignify to the other houſe, our opi- 
nion, That the ſinking fund ought never to be ap- 
* plied to any other purpoſe, than that for which it 
* was originally deſigned ; and I think, my Lords, 
the beſt way of ſignifying ſuch opinion is, by ha- 
* ving a reſolution to that purpoſe enter*d upon the 
* journals of this houſe; for which reaſon I ſhall 
* take the liberty to move for a reſolution in theſe 
or in ſome ſuch terms, That it is the opinion of 
this houſe, that the ſinking fund ought always, for 
* the future, to be applied to the redeeming thoſe 
* taxes which are moſt prejudicial to the trade, moſt 
« burden- 
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© burdenſome on the manufactures, and moſt op- 


c 


Lord Carte- 
ti ſpeech. c 
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preſſive upon the poor of this nation.” 


Lord Carteret. * My Lords, J muſt upon this 
occaſion declare it to be my opinion, that the cre- 
ditors of the public have, in a manner, a right to 
that ſacred fund, called the ſinking fund ; it is in 
its own nature a ſecurity to them; firſt, for the 
payment of the intereſt eoming yearly due to them, 
and next for the payment of their principal ſums, 
The whole people of England have a right to have 
it duly applied; becauſe it is by ſuch application 
only, that we can get free of thofe many and grie- 
vous taxes, which lie ſo heavy upon the poor, and 
are ſuch a clog to the trade and to the manufac- 
tures of this nation; and therefore, the applying of 
that fund to any other uſe, is a robbing the public 
creditors of their right, it is doing an er to 
the whole people of England. 

The preſent circumſtances of this nation are, 
my Lords, in ſome manner deplorable. By the 
many taxes we now pay, the neceſfaries and conve- 
niences of life are rendered fo dear, that it is im- 
poſſible for our tradeſmen or manufacturers to live 
ſo cheap, or to ſell the produce of their labour at 
ſo ſmall a price as our neighbours do; from hence 
it is, my Lords, that our neighbours are every 
day encroaching upon us, and our trade 1s daily 
decaying. If a journeyman in any manufacture 
whatever, can live better in France or Germany on 
a ſix-pence a day, than he can live in England on 
a ſhilling, we may depend on it that moſt of our 
tradeſmen will at laſt find the way thither, if they 
are not prevented either by our own good politics, 
or by ſome very bad politics among our neigh- 
bours; and if a maſter tradeſman can get the ſame 
work done in France for a ſix-pence, which would 
coſt him a ſhilling in England, he certainly can un- 


* derſell the Exgliſʒ tradeſman in all the foreign 


* markets 
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* markets of the world. The only method there- 
fore to preſerve our trade, is to take off thoſe 
© taxes which now lie ſo heavy upon the poor tradeſ- 
* men and labourers, 'and this the whole people 
of England know can be done no other way but 
Aby a due application of the ſinking fund. How 
« ſhocking then muſt it be to the whole nation, to ſee 
that fund plundered of fo large a ſum at once? 
The whole nation muſt from thence conclude, 
* that they muſt for ever groan under thoſe taxes 
© and burdens which they now find almoſt inſuppor- 
table, and which muſt ſoon become abſolutely fo, 
by the decay of our trade and our manufactures, 

* This fund, my Lords, has before been clandeſ- 
« tinely defrauded of ſeveral ſmall ſums at different 
* times, which indeed together amount to a pretty 
large ſum ; but by the bill which we have now 
© ordered to be committed, it is to be openly and 
© avowedly plundered of 500,000/7. at once. After 
* ſuch a direct miſapplication of that fund, can any 
pc creditor depend upon his being ever paid 
bis principal ſum? Can any public creditor think 


© himſelf ſecure even of that yearly intereſt or an- 


* nuity which is due to him? By this bill he ſees one 
* half of the ſinking fund applied to the current ſer- 
vice of the year: This he ſees done, and this, my 
© Lords, he ſees done in a time of the moſt pro- 
* found peace and tranquillity. How then can he 


be certain bufthat the whole ſinking fund may be 


next year applied to the ſame purpoſes : He mult 
then ſee himſelf deprived of all hopes of ever re- 
* ceiving his principal ſum ; and if the funds now 
* appropriated-to the payment of the yearly intereſt, 
or annuities, growing due to the public creditors, 
* ſhould hereafter prove to be deficient, where could 
they have recourſe for the payment even of thoſe 
* annuities ? The ſinking fund being otherwiſe ap- 
* plied, their annuities, or at leaſt ſome part of _ 
| mu 
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muſt remain unpaid, and, at laſt perhaps, the whole 
might ceaſe. Such a ſuſpicion may, even by this 
milapplication, ariſe among the creditors of the 
public; and if ſuch ſhould ariſe, it would be the 
moſt terrible ſhock that ever happened to the pub- 
lic credit of this nation, To prevent therefore 
any ſuch ſuſpicion, it will be abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for your Lordſhips to come to ſome reſolu- 
tion for quieting the minds of the people, and for 
aſſuring them that no ſuch ys j omen ſhall for 

the paſling of the 
+ bill now before us makes our coming to ſuch a re- 
© ſolution the more neceſſary, For which reaſon 
© I am for agreeing with the motion made by the 
noble Lord who ſpoke laſt.” 


<a. &. #* V 


Duke of Newcaſtle. © I wonder, my Lords, to 
hear it affirmed by any Lord in this houſe, That 
the public creditors have any manner of right in 
© the frking fund : They certainly have no right ts 
* any part of it: They have a right only to receive 
their yearly intereſt when it becomes due; for the 
payment of which there are other funds appro- 
« priated, and therefore, as long as they are regularly 
paid their intereſt, they have nothing to fear, they 
have nothing to complain of. It is well known, 
that the ſinking fund was, from its very firſt ori- 
ginal, ſubject to be diſpoſed of by Parliament, 
and the Parliament has it ſtill in their power to ap- 
* ply it to the paying off a part of the public debt, 
or to what other public uſe they ſhall think moſt 
0 a and in this year there is as much of it 
applied towards the paying off the public debts, 
as is either neceſſary or convenient. 

By the fame bill, my Lords, there is a million 
to be applied towards the paying off a part of 
the public debts of the nation, which is more than 
the creditors of the public either want or deſire. 
The circumſtances of this nation are now ſo hap), 
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« and the public credit ſo well eſtabliſhed, that none 
© of the public creditors deſire to have their mony : 
On the contrary, my Lords, we ſee that thoſe 
fund bear the higheſt price, and are the moſt 
« ſought after, which are expected to be the longeſt 
© of being paid off, In ſuch circumſtances we have 
© an opportunity to look about us, and to apply a 
part of that fund where we find it is moſt wanted: 
© This is what is propoſed by this bill. It muſt be 
granted, my Lords, that the landed gentlemen 
© have of all others borne for many years the greateſt 


© ſhare of the public charge, they are therefore the 


* firſt that ought to be relieved z and for this reaſon 
* 500,000 l. part of the ſinking fund, is to be ap- 
© plied to the current ſervice of the year, in order to 
* relieve them of a part of that burden they have 
long laboured under. Since then by this bill, the 
landed gentlemen are to be relieved, and the ſer- 
vice of the year provided for without contracting 
* any new debt, or laying any burden upon the 
people, it muſt be allowed to be a public bene- 
fit. | 

* That part of the ſinking fund, which in eaſe of 
the landed gentlemen is by this bill to be applied 
* to the current ſervice of the year, is not, my Lords, 
© to be call'd a half of the ſinking fund, becauſe it 
is not to be taken out of the produce of that fund 
for one year; it is what has ariſen from the ſur- 


| © pluſſes of that fund for ſeveral years, over and 


© above the million which, for ſome time, has been 
* yearly applied to the payment of the public debts : 
© And ſince none of the public creditors either 
* wanted or deſired their money, I muſt think that 
* theſe ſurpluſſes could pot have been applied better 
than to the relief of thoſe who have been for many 
years the moſt grievouſly tax*d.' This, my Lords, 
is the true delign of the bill which we have or- 
* dered to be committed. It is, my Lords, a good 
deſign; it is ſuch a deſign as can give no man an 

SD: alarm; 


205 


4 CE — — ot ee P 
3 An — — .1y1— — —-„V-— 2 
2 7 3 7 — 8 —_— — — = 

N 3 mw . 


206 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 1733. 


© alarm; it can raiſe no jealouſies or fears; and 
therefore, I cannot think that there is any occaſion 
for your Lordſhips to come to ſuch a reſolution as 
© the noble Lord has been pleaſed to move for.” 
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karl ef Ils Earl of ay. I am really ſurpriſed, my Lords, 
pe to hear ſuch expreſſions made uſe of in this houſe, 


as ſome Lords have taken the liberty to uſe. Roh. 
bing, ſtealing, plundering, defrauding, miſapply- 
ing, are ſuch terms as are not uſual in any polite 
converſation, and much leſs ought they to be made 
uſe of in any debate in this houſe ; but when I re- 
flect upon what they are applied to, I cannot but 
think they are ſtill more irregular. It has been 
ſaid, that the ſinking fund has been plundered and 
robbed; I would ' gladly know, my Lords, by 
whom this ſacred fund has been fo uſed? I am 
ſure that, to the beſt of my knowledge, there has 
never yet been one ſhilling of it applied to any 
uſe but by virtue of an act of Parliament for that 
purpoſe ; and if it be ſaid, that it has been plun- 
dered and robbed by act of Parliament, who are 
to be called the plunderers and robbers ? Why the 
King, the Lords, and the Commons. - Can this, 
my Lords, be ſaid to be decent? Theſe are terms 
that are very far from being proper upon any oc- 
caſion in this houſe, and ſurely they are moſt im- 
properly applied to the Parliament's diſpoſing ol 
that fund, which by its firſt inſtitution was, and 
ever ſince has continued to be intirely at the diſ 
poſal of Parliament. The ſinking fund is to be 
appropriated to the payment of the public debt. 
from year to year, by authority of Prion but 


if the Parliament ſhall think proper to diſpel: 
of any part of it, or even the whole in any one 
« year to ſome other uſe, they certainly may; the 
« diſpoſing of it in ſuch a manner is neither plun- 
< dering, or miſapplying. 
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For my own part, I muſt beg leave to ſay, that 
« | do not know what the noble Lord means by the 
« reſolution he propoſes. The ſinking fund is in 
its own nature to be applied yearly to the payment 
« of the public debts, unleſs the Parliament ſhall, in 
any one year, think the applying of it to ſome other 
© uſe. will be more beneficial to the nation: And J 
hope your pings do not mean by ſuch a reſo- 
« lution to tie up this houſe, in all future ſeſſions, 
© not to apply that fund to the uſe which ſhall then 
be deemed moſt for the benefit of the nation: 
© Even an act of Parliament could not have ſuch an 
effect: Are your Lordſhips to make a reſolution 
which is to be held more ſacred, and more unal- 
© terable, than an act of. Parliament? Are we to re- 
© folve not to truſt ourſelves for the future with the 
management or the diſpoſal of this money? In 
* ſhort, my Lords, ſuch a reſolution as what 1s pro- 
« poſed, is, in my opinion, quite unneceſſary, and if 
agreed to, it could be of no manner of ule, 


As for the paying off the public debts, and re- 


* lteving the nation from the taxes it now pays, I 
am as much for it as any Lord in this houſe ; but, 
my Lords, if it were poſſible to pay off all our 
* debts in one year, it would not be prudent to do 
ſo: The debts are to be paid off gradually; there 
would be great danger in paying off too many of 
them at once: By ſuch a glut of money coming 
to be thrown at once into the hands of private 
© men, the intereſt of money in this nation would be 
run down lower than the circumſtances of Europe 
© could at that time admit off; the certain conſe- 
* quence of which would be, that vaſt ſums of mo- 


© ney would at once be carried out of the nation; in 


* order to place it at an intereſt ſomewhere elſe z 
* this would drain us of all our ready money, which 
* of conſequence would put an end even to our pa- 
* per-credit, and thereby the intereſt of money would 
un a little time be raiſed higher than would 1 pi 
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© ſiſtent either with the trade or the credit of the na- 
© tion, | 
© I ſhould be glad, my Lords, to ſee this nation 
© free of moſt of the taxes now charg'd upon it; but 
© Tcannot believe that thoſe taxes are ſo burdenſome 
© upon our trade, or that our manufactures are in 
© ſuch decay as ſome Lords have been pleaſed to re- 
© preſent; I believe both our trade and our manu- 
factures are, at preſent, in as good and as thriving 
< a condition as they ever were: Our people, tis 
© true, pay taxes, but I would gladly know where 
there is a people that pay none: I believe there is 
not now a country in Europe where the taxes are 
leſs burdenſome to the people than they are in this, 
© nor is there a country in the world, where an in- 
< duſtrious tradeſman may live more happily ; and 
< therefore we need not be much afraid that any in- 
< duſtrious and frugal tradeſman will leave us. The 
fact I take to be otherwiſe; I believe there are 
< many more foreign tradeſmen come yearly to 
« ſettle in England, than there are of our natiyes 
* who go to ſettle in any foreign part. 
If, my Lords, it be laid down as a maxim, that 
every application of the ſinking fund, to any other 
_ © uſe beſides that of paying off the public debt, is to 
be look'd on as a miſæpplication, then certainly 
the applying it towards the redeeming of any of 
our taxes, muſt be deemed to be a miſapplication; 
and therefore I hope that thoſe Lords, who inſiſt 
© ſo much upon its being a fund ſacred to the pay: 
ment of our debts only, will be againſt the reſo- 
< lution propoſed.* 


Lord Carteret. * My Lords, if we inquire a lit- 
« tle into the riſe of the ſinking fund, we may eaſily 
© find, that the public creditors have not only ſome 
« ſort of right, but a moſt juſt claim to that fund. 
© We all know that the fund, which is now called 
the ſinking fund, aroſe from the diminution of the 
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« intereſt payable to the creditors of the public: 
« They had formerly, at leaſt moſt part of them 
had, an intereſt of ſix per cent. or above; and while 
that intereſt continued, the whole ſinking fund was 
actually appropriated to the payment of the yearly 
c intereſt due to them; but then, my Lords, there 
vas no fund eſtabliſhed for the payment of their 
principal money; this made all thoſe, who had a 
concern for the public, uneaſy ; and without doubt 
there were many of the public creditors who were 
not quite eaſy under ſuch circumſtances z therefore 
they have all conſented, by degrees, to the redu- 
c cing of their intereſt to 4 per cent. Thus have 
they given up one third part of their yearly intereſt, 
in order to ſecure the payment of their principal 
money z and for this reaſon, they certainly have not 
c only an intereſt in the ſinking fund, but a right to 
claim that it may never be applied to any thing but 


them. 
I am ſurpriſed, my Lords, to hear it ſaid, they 
© have a right only to their yearly intereſt, Have 
not they likewiſe a right to come and demand their 
principal money whenever they pleaſe? *Tis true, 
they do not now want their money, there are none 
' of them come at preſent to demand their money 
of the public; but — whence does this proceed? 
n; Does it not proceed from their being, by means of 
it J this very fund, ſecure, not only as to the regular 
y- MW payment of their yearly intereſt, but likewiſe that 
o- their principal money will be all paid at laſt? From 
* hence it is that all public ſecurities ſell at Jeaſt at 
par, and therefore, if any public creditor ſtands in 
li- need of his money, he has no occaſion to come 
Gly and demand it of the government, becauſe he may 
me every day ſell his ſecurity in Exchange-alley at the 
nd. full value; but if the ſinking fund ſhould be taken 
led N away from them, if it ſhould be intirely converted 
the M* to ſome other 
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« again laid on for the pretended relief of the landed 


6 gentlemen, 


« I ſay, my Lords, the pretended relief of the 
© landed gentlemen, for it was but a pretended re- 


« lief, as all thoſe reliefs will for ever prove to be, 
« which are given by ſubſtituting a tax upon the ne- 
« ceſſaries or the conveniences of life, to the whole, 
© or to any part of the land-tax. It is certain, that 
the landed intereſt ſuffer much more by the many 
© taxes we now pay, than they ever can do by a 
land- tax, were it to be double the higheſt that was 
{ ever heard of in this nation. There is not a guinea 
that a landed gentleman pays out of his pocket 
for the neceſſaries or conveniences of life, but what 
there are at leaſt eight ſhillings of it go towards 
the — of thoſe taxes to which theſe things 
are ſubjected 3 and this every landed gentleman in 
© England muſt pay to thoſe with whom he deals, 
beſides the land-tax which he pays directly to the 
ich public. If then a landed gentleman, who ſpends 
it che income of his eſtate yearly, were free of all 
the WW thoſe other taxes, if he could have as many of the 
per WF neceſſaries and conveniences of life for thirteen 
hen WF ſhillings, as he now has for a guinea, could he not 


ent, WW then eaſily pay even four ſhillings in the pound 


d to land-tax, in caſe the fame ſhould be found neceſ- 
ers i fary for the ſafety of his country? 

em; © To pretend, my Lords, that applying a part of 
-10u5 WF the inking fund to the current ſervice of the year, 
e the WF a providing for that ſervice without contracting 
n of WF any new debt, or laying any new tax upon the 
people, is a mere impoſition upon the public. What 
what i neceſſary for the current ſervice ought always to 
ne to be raiſed within the year; the contrary method 
they i tends to the ruin both of the trade and the credit 
r te- of the nation: It is a temporary expedient which 
muſt always be attended with fatal conſequences, 
and looks as if an adminiſtration were ſuſpicious of 
„ wa their intereſt in Parliament, or were afraid of aſking 
„„ - als « from 
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made neceſſary for the current ſervice of the year. 
Tho? the landed gentlemen be eaſed a little, thy 
no new tax be laid on, yet it cannot be ſaid that 
the current ſervice of the year is provided for with. 
out running the nation in debt. The applying 
towards the ſervice of the year, that money which 
ought to have been applied towards the payment 
of an old debt, is the fame thing with contracting 
a new debt. 
© But, my Lords, this is not the only miſchief, 
we are not only putting off the payment of old 
debts, but we are every year running into ney, 
Why might not theſe ſurpluſes, as they are call, 
have been applied towards the payment of a par 
of the navy debt lately contracted? Do not the ac- 
counts upon our table ſhew us what a large ſum i; 
lately become due to the navy? There is noy 
above a million due upon that ſingle article, which 
muſt ſome day be provided for by Parliament 
Some temporary expedients may be found out for 
putting off that proviſion fora little time; but ſuch 
expedients are always ruinous; the longer ſuch a 
neceſſary proviſion is put off, the greater handle 
is given to uſurers and extortioners to make unjul 
advantages of the poor officers and ſailors belong- 
ing to the navy, and the more heavy it will fil 
upon the nation at laſt; either the ſinking fund mu 
be at laſt applied to the paying it off, or the people 
muſt be charg*d with ſome new tax far that purpol: 
I do not know but that tere may be deſigns of ma: 
king that debt a pretence for continuing one df 
the moſt pernicious taxes that was ever laid on tht 
poor of this nation. 
To pretend that there is a danger in paying of 
too much of the public debt at once, really ſeem 
to me to be fomerhing very extraordinary. Ou 
ſinking fund is not ſo great, nor can it ever be { 
great as to give the leaſt foundation for ſuch fears 
c 
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© if it were moſt exactly and moſt religiouſly applied 
to that purpoſe for which it was originally deſign- 
© ed, there would be no danger of people's carry- 
© ing their money out of this nation. There are, my 
Lords, but few countries in the world, where there 
* is any great credit either public or private; and in 
all thoſe where either the one or the other abounds, 
the intereſt of money is rather lower than it is in 
this country; ſo that if the intereſt of money in 
* this nation were run down a good deal lower than 
* it is, we ſhould be put upon a par with ſome of 
our neighbours ; and when people ſaw that in this 
* country the public faith was in every circumſtance 
exactly obſerved, they would be ſo fond of conti- 
© nuing their money in this country, that they would 
accept of a lower intereſt here than they could have 
© in other countries, more eſpecially in thoſe coun- 
tries where the ſecurity has always been very much 
© ſuſpected, 
* The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt ſeems to miſ- 
take the reſolution propoſed. The applying of the 
* ſinking fund towards redeeming taxes is the ſame, 
my Lords, with applying it towards reducing the 
* public debts; for as our moſt grievous. taxes are 
pled ed to the creditors of the public, thoſe debts 
for which they are pledged a be paid off before 
the taxes can be redeemed z ſo that the reſolution 
moved for is ſomething more ſtrong than if it had 
* been in the general words, that the ſinking fund 
* ought always to be applied towards the reducing of 
* the public debts ; for theſe general words plainly 
* appear to be included in the reſolution, and far- 
ther, that it ought firſt ta be applied towards the 
; of Bil © paying off of thoſe dehts for 8 taxes, moſt 
em © prejudicial to our trade and manufactures, are mort- 
Ou © gaged; for till thoſe debts are paid off we cannot 
x h © aboliſh thoſe taxes; but the debts being once paid 
ars; Bf © off, and thoſe taxes thereby redeemed, it will then, 
ad nor till chen, be in the power of Parlament to 
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* conſider whether or no the tax ought to be abo- 
liſh'd. The refolution therefore as mov'd for, is 
* moſt proper reſolution, and cannot be put in bet. 
ter or ſtronger terms than the Lord who made the 
* motion has put it. Such a reſolution, is, my 
Lords, become abſolutely neceſſary ; it is ſhewing 
© to the other houſe what is the opinion of this; it 


© is ſhewing to the whole nation that the ſinking } 
fund is for the future to be deemed ſacred ; its | 


not a tying up of this houſe to any thing but what 

e tied up to, Tho? a private man 
be abſolute maſter of his own affairs, yet every pru- 
dent man lays down to himſelf ſome general rules, 
from which he never departs without ſome very 
urgent neceſſity. In this houſe we do the ſame: 
How many ſtanding orders have we made?! 
* hope it will not be ſaid that all our ſtanding orden 
are uſeleſs, becauſe we may depart from them, or 
© alter them when we have a mind. If this reſolu- 
tion be agreed to, it is certainly to be underſtood in 
the ſame ſenſe as all our ſtanding orders are; itis 
never to be departed from but in caſes of the ut 
moſt neceſſity. 


Earl of Scarborough. My Lords, I am ver 
well convinced that the ſinking fund oughr never 
© to be applied to any thing but that for which it 
was originally intended; and I hope that your 
+ Lordſhips are not only now, but always will be ot 
the ſame opinion; I hope, that chat ſacred fund 
* will never. = the future be applied to any uſe, but 
that of paying off and diſcharging the public debt, 
except in caſes of the utmoſt extremity, This, my 
Lords, is my way of thinking, but yet I cannot 


agree to our coming to ſuch a reſolution as the 


* noble Lord has been pleaſed to propoſe. Surely 
we do net mean, we cannot pretend to tie up the 
* hands of the legiſlature ſo, as that they muſt nevet 
S touch that fund, even in the times of greateſt dan: 
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ger and neceſſity, If there ſhould ariſe a wicked 
© and unnatural rebellion in the country; if the na- 
tion ſhould happen to be invaded, and 30 or 40,000 
foreign troops landed in our dominions, are we to 
tie our ſelves up, ſo that the ſinking fund is not 
* even in ſuch a caſe tobe touch*d ? There is no man 
can foreſee all that may happen. There are many 
© other caſes may happen, in which it might be more 
for the benefit of the nation to apply a part of that 
fund to ſome other uſe, than to apply the whole 
to the payment of the public debts, 

* Wedo not know, my Lords, what inconvenien- 
* ces, what ill conſequences may be occaſioned by 
* our having ſuch a reſolution enter*d upon the jour- 
nals of our houſe : There is one terrible conſequence 
* which now occurs to me, and which, in my opi- 
nion, may very probably ariſe from our coming to 
* ſuch a reſolution, It may very naturally be the 
* cauſe of a difference between the two houſes of Par- 
* lament, which would be of the moſt dangerous 
* conſequence to our conſtitution : The other houſe 
may, perhaps, look upon it as directing of them 
in what they are to do with reſpect to the appli- 
* cation of that fund : Or, if the ather houſe ſhould 
not take it amiſs, yet if they ſhould upon any fu- 
ture emergency, which they thought preſſing, ap- 
phy a part of that fund otherwiſe than to the pay- 


ment of the national debt, your Lordſhips might 


perhaps think your ſelves in honour bound up by 
* ſuch a reſolution, ſo as not to agree with them 
in ſuch application: This would naturally raiſe 
a conteſt between the two houſes, which would 
put a full ſtop to all the public buſineſs of the 
nation; and who can tell what might be the con- 
| * of ſuch a canteſt, or how long it might 
+ This, my Lords, is one inconvenience which 
immediately occurred to me, and other Lords 
8 _ meh 
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may, I believe, foreſee a great many more, As 
that fund is in its own nature ſacred to diſcharging 
the debts of the nation, I hope that, without com- 
ing to ſuch a reſolution, your Lordſhips will ne. 
ver agree to the applying of it in any other way, 
except in caſes of the greateſt neceſſity. Such a 
reſolution I muſt therefore think quite unneceſſary, 
and as I think it may be attended with dangerous 
conſequences, I cannot agree to it. 


Lord Bathurſt, * My Lords, the noble Lord 
who ſpoke laſt has made me think of an amend. 
ment to the reſolution I propoſed ; and as I am 
always fond of having that noble Lord's approba- 
tion, I ſhall therefore propoſe, that the reſolution 
may be to this effect, That it is the opinion of this 
houſe, that the ſinking fund ought for the future 
to be applied, in time of peace and public tran- 
quillity, to the redeeming of thoſe taxes which are 
moſt prejudicial to the trade, moſt burdenſome on 
the manufactures, and moſt oppreſſive upon the 
poor of this nation, : 


Lord Scarborough. *© Beſides the caſe of an inva- 
© ſion or rebellion, there are many other caſes which 
may happen; and I believe I gave ſeveral other 
« reaſons for my being againſt coming to the reſolu- 
tion propoſed z therefore, tho* I am very much 
c 
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obliged to the noble Lord for the honour he does 


me, yet I cannot agree to the reſolution even a 
now amended, 


The Marquis of Tweedale, the Earl of Vincbel 
fea, and the Earl of Strafford ſpoke alſo in favour of 
this reſolution 1 However, at laſt, upon putting the 
83 it was carried in the negative without any 


diviſion; upon which there was the following pro- 
+. e ä Dis 


reſt, 
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Moved to reſolve, 
HAT it is the opinion of this houſe, that theta pe- 
produce of the oking fund ſhould be applied, . 
for the future, towards redeeming ſuch taxes are are 
moſt grievous to the ſubject, oppreſſive to the manu- 
facturer, and detrimental to trade. 


Which being objected to, and debate had con- 
cerning the ſame, 


The queſtion was put upon the ſaid motion, 
And it was reſolved in the negative. 


Diſſentient. 

1. D Ecauſe we conceive that it would have been 
extremely for the honour of the houſe, and 
for the ſervice of the public, to have entered this 
reſolution in our books, at a time when we have ſo 
far conſented, in compliance with the houſe of Com- 
mons, to a bill by which near half a million collec- 
ted for the ſinking fund, in ſeveral years, is appro- 
priated to the ſervice of the preſent year, 


2, Becauſe the ſinking fund, being compoſed of 
the ſurpluſſes of funds originally granted as ſecuri- 
ties to the creditors of the public; and theſe ſurplu- 
ſages ariſing chiefly from a reduction to 4 per cent. 
of the intereſt granted them, for the moſt part at the 
rate of 6 per cent. we cannot but think, that this 
ſaving ought to be applied according to the moſt in- 
violable rules of equity, and according to the known 
deſign, and the repeated and ſolemn engagements of 
Parliament, to a gradual diſcharge of the principal 
Que to thoſe creditors of the public, who have ons 
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with a third of their revenue in this view, and upon 
this confidence. 


3. Becauſe we apprehend, that the method of ap, 
plying large proportions of the ſinking fund to the 
jervice of the current year, mult in effect perpetuate 
the debts and taxes which lie on the nation, and is 
therefore injurious to the public, Had this whole 
fund been ſtrictly applied from the beginning, to its 
proper uſe, we think it may be demonſtrated, not 
only that much more of the national debt might have 
been diſcharged, but that thoſe taxes, which are moſt 
oppreſſive to the poor, and moſt prejudicial to trade, 
might have been already taken off, ſince upwards of 
480,000 J. per ann. belonging, as we conceive, to 


this fund, has been applied to other uſes. 


4. Becauſe we apprehend that it cannot be for the 
good of the nation, nor conſequently for the honour 
of Parliament, to ſeparate thoſe intereſts in the par- 
ticular appropriations of the ſinking fund, which are 


ſo wiſely and ſo juſtly united in the original and ge- 
neral deſign of it, the intereſt of the nation, and the 


intereſt of the proprietors of the nation's debts ; the 
tormer was intended to be eaſed, and for that pur- 
poſe the latter were to be cleared as ſoon as poſſible. 
If it be ſaid therefore, that the creditors of the pub- 
lic do not deſire to be clear*d any faſter than they are 
in the preſent method, nor object to the application 
of part of the ſinking fund to other uſes, we appre- 
hend that no argument, which ought to avail in the 
houſe of Parliament, can reſult from ſuch an aſſer- 
tion, becauſe we conceive, that in every inſtance of 
this kind, in every application of the ſinking fund, 
or of any of it, we are to look on ourſelves, as obli- 
ged, not only to be juſt to the creditors of the pub- 
lic, but to be careful of the eaſe of the people, to 
keep the particular and general intereſts united as 


they 
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they originally were, not to ſever them. If in fact 
the creditors of the public do not object to the ap- 
plication of ſuch large proportions of the ſinking 
fund to other uſes than to the payment of the debts, 
it may be ſaid, that no injuſtice is done them by any 
ſuch application, 3 to the known maxim, 
Valenti non fit injuria; nay, it may be deemed for 
their private intereſt, to have ſuch beneficial mort- 
gages continued to them, as long as poſſible ; and 
they may deſire therefore not to be clear'd any faſter 
than they are likely to be in the preſent method; 
but we apprehend that it cannot be for the intereſt 
of the nation, to have theſe mortgages continu*d any 
longer than 1s abſolutely neceſſary to diſcharge the 
debts ſecured by them, and that we, by conſequence, 
who are truſtees for the people, ought to deſire and 
endeavour that the debts may be diſcharged, and 
the load of mortgages may be removed as ſoon as 
poſſible. In this manner, public faith would be 
ſtrictly kept, juſtice would be done, no injuſtice 
could be done to the creditors of the public: In the 
other method, and by diverting ſuch large portions 
af the ſinking fund, if it ſhould be granted, that no 
preſent injuſtice was done to the proprietors of theſe 
E debts, yet muſt it be allowed, as we appre- 

end, that great injury is done to the nation, unleſs 
it can be prov'd, that the unneceſſary continuation 
of debts and taxes is a national benefit. 


5. Becauſe we conceive, that if the whole produce 
of the ſinking fund were not to be applied to the diſ- 
charge of the public debts, it would be much more 
for the eaſe of trade, and advantage of the nation, 
that ſome of thoſe grievous taxes out of which it 
ariſes, ſhould ceaſe, than that they ſhould be conti- 
nu'd.to ſupply the current ſervice at 4 per cent. which 
might certainly be ſupply*d by other ways at a cheaper 
nate; theſe taxes are not only grievous in * 
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but almoſt intolerable, by the manner of collecting 
them under the laws of exciſe; laws ſo oppreſſive 
to the ſubject, and ſo dangerous to liberty, that every 
man who wiſhes well to his country, muſt, in our 
opinion, deſire to ſee them put a ſpeedy end to, Moſt 
of theſe taxes were laid during the neceſſity of two 
long and expenſive wars, and were granted only for 
terms of years, that fo the principal and intereſt of 
the loans made on them might be paid off, in a cer- 
tain limited time. Thus the nation conſented to pay 
in ſome manner a double tax, in order to avoid the 
long and uncertain continuance of ſuch grievous and 
dangerous impoſitions; and according to the firſt 
deſign, many of them would have been very near 
the expiration of their term at this hour. The wil- 
dom of Parliament, indeed, thought fit afterwards to 
throw theſe taxes, and the merhod of diſcharging the 
public debts, into another form, which now ſubſiſts, 
but we cannot conceive that this was done with a 
view of continuing our taxes and our debts the 
longer: On the contrary, we are ſure it was done 
in the view of diſcharging both the fooner, and it is 
this very view which we apprehend muſt be fataily 
diſappointed, if the preſent method of diverting any 


part of the ſinking fund from the payment of the 
public debts, be ſuffered to continue, 


6. Becauſe we apprehend that this method may 
create the utmoſt uneaſineſs in the minds of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects, and may tend, if not timely pre- 
vented by the wiſdom and authority of this houſe to 
diminiſh their affection for his perſon and govern- 
ment. Hitherto, while they have laboured under 
the weight of taxes, and groaned under the oppreſ- 
hon of exciſe laws, the hope of ſeeing ſpeedily an 
end of both, has been their ſole conſolation ; but no- 
thing can maintain this hope, except a due applica- 
tion of the intire ſinking fund to the diſcharge of 
thoſe debts, for the diſcharge of which theſe taxes 


were 
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were intended and given. If ſome part of this fund 
therefore continue to be mortgaged off, and other 
parts to be applied to the current ſervice, even in the 
midſt of protound peace, this hope muſt ſink, and 
deſpair ariſe in its ſtead, We inſiſt with greater con- 
cern and earneſtneſs on this point, from our obſerva- 
tion of what has lately paſſed, on the occaſion of at- 
tempts made to extendthe cruel and arbitrary methods 
practiſed under the laws of exciſe, and naturally and 
neceſſarily as we apprehend flowing from them. If 
any new law of this kind had paſſed elſewhere, we 

rſuade ourſelves, it could not have prevailed in this 
— But ve think it the more incumbent upon us, 
after ſuch an attempt and ſuch national reſentment 
expreſſed againſt it (both which are of public noto- 
riety) to promote, as effectually as we are able, the 
quiet and happineſs of his Majeſty's reign, by cutting 
off any hopes or fears which may be ſtill entertained, 
that ſuch a project will, ſome time or other, ſucceed; 
and to this good and laudable end, we conceive, that 
nothing would have contributed more, than ſuch a 
ſolemn declaration of the ſenſe of this houſe, as is 
contained in the queſtion. 


Bedford, Shaftsbury, Litchfield, 
Craven, Bridgewater, Sunderland, 
Gainsborough, Ker, Coventry, 
Winchelſea and Bruce, Strafford, 

(Nottingham, Carteret, Bathurſt, 
Gower, Maſham, Thanet. 
Tweedale, 
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On Friday the firſt day of June, the houſe of Se 


Directors 


Lords went upon the examination of the directors of exaniued. 


the South-Sea company, Sc. The preſent directors 
of that company were firſt called in and examined; 
after them the late inſpectors of the company's ac- 
counts, and laſtly, the former ſet of directors were 


examined. After which the Lord Bathurſt mowed 
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/ 
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Motion. 


Amended 
and agreed 
to. 


2d Mot ion. 
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for this reſolution, viz. © That it appeared to that 
© houſe, that on the ↄth day of December 1929, the 
general court of the South-Sea company then held, 
refolved, That the then preſent directors ſhould be 
the truſtees for the company, with relation to the 
produce of the forfeited eſtates of the directors and 
others in the year 1720, veſted in the compan 
by an act of the 7th of King George I. and that 
the then truſtees ſhould ſurrender, and deliver 
over to the ſaid directors, the ſaid produce, and 
all the books of account, papers, and writings re- 
lating thereto z in purſuance of the act paſſed in 
the then laſt ſeſſion of Parliament : And that that 
was the only order or direction of any general court 
of the ſaid company, relating to the diſpoſal of the 
produce of the ſaid eſtates. q 00 


i TS 7 I ON 


A „ 


Upon this the Earl of lay ſtood up and ſaid, 
That he would not oppoſe the motion in general, 
but he thought they could not poſitively affirm, 
that that was the only order or direction of any 
general court relating to the age of that money, 
and therefore he would propoſe an amendment to 
the latter part of the Lord's motion, which was, 
that it ſhould run thus, And that it did not appear 
to them that there was any other order or direction 
of any general court of the ſaid company, relating 
to the diſpoſal of the ſaid eſtates. Which amend- 
ment was approv*d of by the Lord Bathurſt, and 
then his motion, thus amended, was agreed to by 
the houſe without any oppoſition, 


"© x —— ̃ . 7 WY. OY. TW 


Then the Earl of Vinchelſea mov'd for the houſe 
to reſolve, That the diſpoſing of the forfeited 
« eſtates of thoſe who were the directors of the South- 
Sea company in the year 1720, without any order 
or direction of a general court for that purpoſe, 
* was contrary to law. This motion he ſaid he hop'd 
was ſuch as he had no occaſion to ſay much in 

Sod he 


... ß ß) ee Rn ĩ 
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« ſupport of, becauſe the words of the act of Parlia- 


ment were ſo plain and expreſs, that it was a cer- 
« tain conſequence of the reſolution they had juſt 
then come to. 


The Lord Chancellor offering to put the queſtion 
upon this motion, the Duke of Devonſbire ſtood up 
and ſpoke to this effect : 


I cannot, my Lords, agree to this motion, be-. 
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ke of De- 


ire 


« cauſe I think it is anticipating the judgment of this esch. 


* houſe, in an affair which may perhaps come before 
* usas a court of judicature. Tis true, my Lords, 
that there does not appear to us to have been any 
© other order or direction of any general court of 
that company, for the diſpoſal of thoſe forfeited 
« eſtates, except that which is mention'd in our former 
© reſolution 3 but ſtill there may be other orders; 
and granting that there never was any other order, 
yet we ought not, I think, to paſs judgment, even 
© upon that order, without having all proper par- 
© ties before us, and the caſe fully debated and 
© conſidered. As the reſolution propoſed is a fort 
© of decree or determination, as to a point in which 
private men are certainly concerned, we ought 
not to paſs it till the parties concerned are pro- 
* perly before us, and are fully heard as to what 
they may have to ſay againſt it, for which rea- 
* ſon I cannot, my Lords, agree to the reſolution 
* propoſed, | 


The Biſhop of Bangor and another Biſhop ſpoke 
againſt this reſolution ; and the biſhop of Bangor par- 
ticularly took notice, that he could not agree to the 
reſolution, becauſe he thought it would be in ſome 
manner a giving of directions to the courts below, 
how they were to determine, in caſe that affair ſhould 
in any ſhape come before them, Then the 


Lord 
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Lord Carteret ſpoke in ſubſtance thus. My 
© Lords, the words of the act of Parliament are ſo 
© plain and expreſs, and the reſolution movꝰd for by 
the noble Lord by me, is ſo exactly agreeable to 
* thoſe words, that I am really ſurpriſed to hear 
any Lord ſignify the leaſt ſcruple as to agreeing 
< with the motion. The words of the law are, That 
< the produce of thoſe forfeited eſtates ſhall be diſ- 
© poſed of by the orders and directions of the gene- 
ral courts of that company, and not otherwiſe : The 
£ words of the reſolution are, That the having diſ- 
< poſed of that produce otherwiſe, is contrary to law. 
Can any thing be more evident? There may be 
orders of the general courts of that — rela- 
« ting to the diſpoſal of this money, which your 
* Lordſhips have not ſeen ; but can the poſſibility 
of there being any ſuch be an argument againſt 
agreeing to this Reſolution? We do not by the re- 
* ſolution propoſed affirm, that there never were any 
orders of a general court for directing the diſpoſal 
* of that money: We affirm no fact: We only de- 
< clare our opinion in a point of law, which to me is 
as clear and as evident as any demonſtration I ever 
met with. | | 
* Suppoſe, my Lords, that this affair does come 
before ſome of the inferior courts, and that it does 
then appear that there were other orders of the 
general courts of that company, for directing the 
< diſpoſal of this money, beſides that which has been 
© laid before your Lordſhipsz the reſolution now 
© mov*d for could not in ſuch a caſe be any direction 
to the inferior courts; they would certainly be at 
as full liberty as if no ſuch reſolution had ever been 
made: And if it ſhould appear before any of the 
* courts below, that no other order was ever made 
by yy general court of that company, for direct- 
ing the diſpoſal of this money, could any court 
determine otherwiſe than according to the act of 
Parliament? My Lords, the caſe is fo plain, = 
* wor 
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words of the law are ſo very expreſs, that I cannot 
think there is any occaſion for hearing the point 
« debated, there is no room for conſideration, and 
therefore I ſhall be for agreeing to the reſolution, 


Earl of Lay. My Lords, tho? there were really Fa! l 


© no other order, or direction of any general court 
© of the South-Sea company, relating to the diſpoſal 
© of the money in queſtion, beſides that which has 
been laid before your Lordſhips, I do not know 
but that it may be pretended, that even the order 
« which your Lordſhips have ſeen, was a ſufficient 
© authority for the diſpoſal of that money: It was 
© certainly a ſufficient authority for the truſtees to 
deliver the produce of thoſe eſtates to the directors 
* of that company, and when in purſuance of that 
* order it was delivered into the hands of the direc- 
tors, I do not know but that it may be ſaid, that 
the terms of the act of Parliament were then com- 
{ plied with, and that the directors might thereafter 
* diſpoſe of it in that way, which they thought moſt 
* beneficial for the company, as they do of ſome 
* other parts of that company's property, without 
any particular order of a general court for that 
* purpoſe. This is a queſtion, my Lords, which I 
hall not pretend now to determine; I ſhall not ſo 
much as offer any arguments either of one ſide or 
the other, but from thence I conclude, that even 
the order which we have ſeen deſerves ſome farther 
* conſideration, before we come to any ſuch reſolu- 
tion as is now propoſed ; for after your Lordſhips 
| have ſeen and conſidered that order, your coming 
to ſuch a reſolution is certainly a determination, 
that the order you have ſeen and conſidered, is no 
proper or legal order for the diſpoſal of that mo- 
' hey : The courts below will certainly look upon it 
as ſuch z and even tho? they ſhould be of opinion, 
that that order was a ſufficient authority for the 
diſpoſing of that money, and that no future order 
Vol. XI. 2 Was 
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vas requiſite, yet they would be loath to give a 
judgment ſo contrary to what appeared to have 
been the judgment of this houſe. 

The point now before us cannot be ſaid to be 
an indiſputable point, and therefore, I muſt think 
that your Lordſhips coming to ſuch a reſolution is 
a determining of a queſtion in diſpute, and a ma- 
king a ſort of decree againſt the gentlemen who 
< were at that time in the management of that com- 
« pany*s affairs, before they had been heard either 
by themſelves or their counſel, upon a queſtion in 
« which both their honour and intereſt are ſo nearly 
concerned: This, my Lords, is a method of pro- 


' © ceeding which, I 0 this houſe will never come 


Earlof Scan- 


boroughs 
{peec 


into; I hope your Lordſhips will never come to 
any reſolution which may affect either the charac- 
© ter or the eſtate of any private man, without firſt 
giving him an opportunity to be heard againſt it, 

We ought, my Lords, to conſider that we are 
© a court of equity, and tho? it ſhould appear that 
the money ariſing from thoſe forfeited eſtates had 
© been diſpoſed of without ſuch an authority as was 
© neceſlary in the ſtrict terms of law, yet if it has been 
« diſpoſed of in the beſt manner for the benefit of 
© the company, the then directors ought in equity 
to ſtand acquitted, they ought not to be loaded 
* with any thing like a ſentence of ſo auguſt an al- 
« ſembly againſt them, and therefore, my Lords, i 
< 1s really my opinion, that you ought not to come 
to ſuch a reſolution as now moved for, till the at- 
fair comes properly before you, and all parties ar 
* heard what they have to ſay, either in law or equi 
ty, in their own behalf, for which reaſon I mut 
move for the previous queſtion.“ 


Earl of Scarborough. © My Lords, as to the or- 
der of the general court of the South-Sea company, 
vhich has been laid before your Lordſhips, ure! 
it cannpt be looked on either in law or equity, 5 
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an order directing how the money in queſtion was 


© to be diſpoſed of, nor can it ever be preſumed that 
it will be the opinion of any court, or of any man, 


« that an order directing only who ſhould be the 


© truſtees of the company as to that money, was an 
« order for directing to what uſes it ought to be ap- 
« plied; therefore, if that point were to be expreſly 
« determined, it could not be of any bad conſequence 
in any caſe whatever; but by the reſolution pro- 
« poſed, even that queſtion, if it mult be called a 
« queſtion, is not to be expreſly determined: We 
© are now, my Lords, to determine nothing but a 


point of law, anda wer, of law which to me ap- 
Cc 


« pears ſo plain, that I cannot heſitate one moment 
© in giving my opinion. The words of the act of 
Parliament are ſo very expreſs, that there can be 
no doubt of its being contrary to law, to diſpoſe 
© of that money, without any order or direction of 
a general court for that purpoſe ; and I am ſure it 
© is as plain, that the delivering of that money by 
© the truſtees to the directors, is not ſuch a diſpoſal 
© of the money as is intended by the act. 

© If it ſhallafterwards appear, that the produce of 
© thoſe forfeited eſtates was diſpoſed of according to 
© the directions of general courts, the reſolution, or, 
if your Lordſhips pleaſe, the determination now 
© propoſed, can a no man, and if there never 
vas any other order or direction of a general court 
for that purpoſe, beſides what we have ſeen, our 
reſolution can affect none but thoſe, who without all 
© queſtion are guilty at leaſt of an error, for which 
they certainly deſerve to be cenſured. 

I do conſider, my Lords, that this houſe is a 
© court of equity, but the reſolution moved for has 
relation only to a point of law, it has no manner 
* of relation to equity, nor can any man be thereby 
© debarred from having relief in equity, either before 
your Lordſhips, or before any of the courts of e- 
* quity below; and therefore if thoſe gentlemen 

Q 2 * ſhould 
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ſhould hereafter come to ſhew, that tho' they ne- 
glected the due forms of law, they did nevertheleſ; 
diſpoſe of that money in ſuch a manner as was 
* moſt for the benefit of the company, I ſhould not 
think myſelf any way reſtrained by this reſolution, 
from giving them all the relief in equity that their 
* caſe can deſerve. And therefore I ſhall make no 
ſcruple of agreeing to a reſolution which I think 
« juſt, a reſolution which I really think abſolutely 
< neceſſary; becauſe 1t will oblige thoſe who are con- 
«cerned to be at pains to clear up, if they can, an 
« affair which is certainly as yet very obſcure, and 
* which your Lordſhips are in honour obliged to ſee 
fully clear*d up, if it be poſlible.” 


Beſides the ſpeakers before-mentioned, the Duke 
of Newcaſtle ſpoke againſt the reſolution, and the 
Earl of Cheſterfield for it. At laſt the previous 
queſtion was put, and upon a diviſion there were of 
Lords then preſent 45 contents, and 57 not contents; 
and of proxies there were 25 contents, and 18 not 


contents, ſo that it was carried againſt the reſolution 
by a majority of five. 
mg Next day being Saturday the 2d of June, the 
Jpeech and Lord Bathurſt ſtood up and ſpoke in ſubſtance as 
for a com- follows, viz. * My Lords, notwithſtanding all the 
mineeofin-< pains your Lordſhips have been at in your inqui- 
« ries, as to the diſpoſal of the produce of the for- 
< feited eſtates of thoſe who were directors of the 
< South-Sea company in the year 1720, I cannot ſay 
that I have met with any ſatisfaction as to that af- 
fair; I believe there is no Lord in this houſe who 
| can ſay he has met with a full ſatisfaction as to 
| that particular. It appears that the accounts of 


that company have been ſo blended together, and 
have been kept in ſo confuſed and irregular a man- 
<. ner, that there is no coming at the knowledge of . 
} 7 ay g. 
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that ſuc 
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« any one particular, without a thorough inquiry into 
the whole. From what already appears to your 
« Lordſhips, I believe, you will be all of opinion, 
ig general inquiry is now become abſo- 
« lately neceſſary ; becauſe we are, in my opinion, 
« obliged in honour to ſee the affair relating to the 
* diſpoſal of thoſe eſtates fully cleared up; and ſince 
ve now fee that there is no poſſibility of doing it, 
* without a general inquiry into the whole affairs of 
that company, we are, my Lords, in honour en- 
gaged not only to enter upon, but to carry through 
that inquiry with the utmoſt exactneſs. | 
By the very firſt act of Parliament that was 
made relating to this affair, the truſtees were di- 
{ rected to give a particular account, in writing, to 
the King and to either houſe of Parliament, of the 
effects of their proceedings. To what end, my 
Lords, were the truſtees directed to give ſuch an 
account? Mult it not be to the end, that the King 
* and the two houſes of Parliament, ſhould be as it 
* were the guardians of the company, with reſpect 
* tothe produce of thoſe eſtates ? The intention cer- 
* tainly was, that the King, the Lords, and the 
Commons ſhould ſee that money fairly collected, 
and honeſtly diſpoſed of for the benefit of the pro- 
* prietors of that company, according to the direc- 
tions of that act, or any future act of Parliament 
that mould be made for regulating the diſpoſal of 
that money. This houſe therefore is in honour 
* obliged to ſee that it was honeſtly diſpoſed of. In 
* ſuch a caſe, are we to ſatisfy ourſelves with being 
told, that tho' the terms of the act of Parliament 
* were not ſtrictly complied with, yet the money 
was equitably diſpoſed of for the benefit of the 
* proprietors ; eſpecially when this equitable diſpo- 
* ſal comes out at laſt to be a diſpoſal of it towards 
: payment of debts, as to which no man can tell 
how or when they were contracted? And, my 
Lords, I muſt obſerve, that it looks much the 
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more ſuſpicious, becauſe that ſuch a large debt was 
+ paid off, without any orders or directions of a ge- 
< neral court of that company for ſo doing; if ſuch 
directions had been aſked for, it may, at leaſt be 
« preſumed, that the general court would in their 
turn haveaſked, how ſuch a large debt came to be 
* contracted ? 

Therefore, my Lords, as a general inquiry into 
that company's affairs is become abſolutely neceſ- 
* fary, and as it cannot be ſuppoſed that we ſhall 
have time during this ſeſſion of Parliament, or even 
during any one whole ſeſſion of Parliament, to go 
through ſuch a general inquiry, I ſhall take the 
liberty to move, That a committee may be ap- 
pointed to examine into the management of the 
affairs of the South-Sea company, ever ſince the year 
< 1720, and for that purpoſe to ſit during the receſs 

of Parliament, at luch laces and times as they 
< ſhall appoint, and that they may have power to 
< ſend for perſons, papers and records. 

The appointing of ſuch a committee is, my 
< Lords, a method that in former caſes has been 
* practiſed by both houſes ; and if the other houſe 
< thinks proper, they may likewiſe appoint a com- 
<- mittee of their houſe, to ſit in conjunction with 
the committee to be appointed by your Lordſhips, 
to the end that both houſes may, againſt next ſeſſion 
of Parliament, be made fully acquainted with al 
the proceedings and tranſactions in the manage- 
ment of that company's affairs. By this method, 
my Lords, if there has been any miſmanagement, 
* aSit ſeems apparent there has, your Lordſhips wil 
< then be able fally and clearly to diſcover who have 
been the authors of ſuch miſmanagement ; you 
< will be able to diſtinguiſh between the guilty 
< and the innocent : The characters of the latter will 
thereby be vindicated from thoſe jealouſies and ſuſ- 
* picions they now labour under, and upon the 
* guilty, J hope, your Lordſhips will inflict ſuch 
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« penalties, as may prevent all ſuch practices for the 
future. This committee, which I now move for, 
« ought, I think, to be choſen by ballot, and may 
| « conſiſt of any number your Lordſhips ſhall pleaſe 
« to appoint z ſeven will, T believe, be ſufficient, and 
therefore I ſhall move for that number.“ 


Lord Carteret. * My Lords, I ſhall readily agree Lord cue 
© with this motion, becauſe I think we have met 


« with fo little ſatisfaction as to the particular affair 
vie have inquired into, that it is incumbent upon 
© us; we are, out of that regard which we ought al- 
ways to have for the honour and dignity of this 
* houſe,obliged,we are, in duty to our country, bound 
* to proceed farther, and to make a general inquiry 
into the whole management of that company's 
© affairs ever ſince the year 1720. The creditors 
* of the public ought always to be under the ſpecial 
* care of the public; and as this houſe has joined 
© with the other parts of the legiſlature, in veſting 
© almoſt the whole debts of the nation, into the three 
great companies of Eaſt-India, Bank, and South- 
* Sea, your Lordſhips are, I think, in honour obli- 
© ged to take care, that the creditors of the public 
* ſhall not be cheated and defrauded by thoſe, whom 
they may from time to time chuſe to be the direc- 
tors and managers of their affairs, 
| * This, my Lords, ought always to be our care, 
but more eſpecially are we bound to look to it, 


* when ſome very odd pieces of management ap- 


— even at the bar of our own houſe, If the 
books of the SHuth- Sea company had been kept in 
a diſtinct and regular manner, it would have been 
* eaſy for your Lordſhips to have had from them all 
© the ſatisfaction that could have been deſired, either 
* with reſpect to the general ſtate of that company's 
* affairs, or with reſpect to any particular branch of 
\ their buſineſs ; but from the inquiry we have ale 
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< ready made, it appears, that the books of that 
company have been __ in a very confuſed and 
« irregular manner; in ſuch a manner as is altogether 
< unintelligible to thoſe who are ſtrangers to the 
management of their affairs, and cannot, we find, 
© be explained even by thoſe who are the book- 
* keepers and ſervants of the company, From 
© hence, my Lords, I think there is great cauſe to 
« ſuſpect ſome lurking frauds : In this, as well as in 
all ſuch caſes, I am apt to believe, that this ob- 
6 oo proceeds from a deſign ; that their books 
£ were kept in this confuſed manner, on purpoſc to 
* conceal ſome practices which the managers durſt 
not venture to expoſe to public view. 

This conſideration alone is ſufficient, in my opi- 
nion, to engage your Lordſhips to enter into a 
c general inquiry as to the affairs of that company 
and ſince it appears that ſuch an inquiry mult take 
up a very long time, and will require an exact 
* ſcrutiny into many volumes of books of account, 
I think the only effectual way of carrying on ſuch 
an inquiry will be, toappoint a committee for that 
purpoſe, to fit during the receſs of Parliament, in 
* order that they may have time to prepare matters, 
and to put the accounts of that company into as 
diſtinct and clear a method as is poſſible, between 
© this and next ſeſſion of Parliament; for which rea- 
ſon J am for agreeing with the motion made by the 
noble Lord near me.” 


Duke of Newcaſtle, * My Lords, I ſhall always 
© be ready to join in any meaſure which I think 
© proper and conſiſtent with our conſtitution, for in- 
 quiring into the management of any public affair, 
£ when ſuch inquiry becomes neceſſary ; but as to 
the appointing of ſuch a committee as is now pro- 
< poſed, I muſt think it is neither proper nor con- 
« ſiſtent with our conſtitution, I even MY 0 
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Lords, if ſuch a committee can be appointed any 
* other way, than by an act of Parliament; for if 
this houſe ſhould aſſume a power of appointing 


| © ſuch committees, it would be giving in ſome mea- 


' ' ſure, a perpetual being to this houſe ; it would be 
* putting it out of his Majeſty*s power to prorogue 
© the houſe; for if we did not fit as a houſe, we 
* might be always ſlitting as a committee; we might 
: ' delegate what power we pleaſed to ſuch commit- 
tees, we might make them of what number we 
pleaſed we might even order, that every Lord 
that came ſhould have a vote.. If ſuch a commit- 
tee ſhould be appointed, it would not be eaſy, my 
Lords, to confine it to any particular branch of 
* buſineſs ; it would not be eaſy to confine them to 
* the inquiring only into the affairs recommended to 
them by the houſe, they might find pretences to 
' inquire into any other affair they pleaſed, as being 
* ſome way connected with the affair into which 
they had been appointed to inquire, and thus they 
might extend their inquiries into all the public af- 
* fairs of the nation, and into all the buſineſs of the 
adminiſtration. A committee of both houſes ſitting 
during the receſs of Parliament, with power to ſend 
for perſons, papers and records, and without any 
© reſtraint upon that power, would be a moſt ter- 
* rible thing, and might be turned to the oppreſſion 
* of many of his Majeſty's beſt ſubjects. 
* Bur granting, my Lords, that the appointing of 
* ſuch a committee, in the manner now propoſed, 1s 
* conſiſtent with our conſtitution, yer, I believe, your 
* Lordſhips will all allow, that it is a very extraor- 
* dinary method of proceeding, and therefore ought 
* never to be practiſed but in matters of the greateſt 
* conſequence, and ſuch as require the utmoſt diſ- 
* patch, neither of which can be ſo much as pre- 
* tended with reſpect to the affair in hand. It is fo 


* far otherwiſe, that, in my opinion, there has no- 


* thing of a fraud appeared in the late management 


* 
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of the South-Sea company's affairs, from any inqui. 
ries we have made : It has, my Lords, been made 
appear at your bar, that the produce of the late 
directors eſtates was all applied to the benefit of 
the proprietors, by paying off the company? 
debts; and if ſuch application was made without 
the directions of a general court, it was only a 
miſtake as to form, it was only neglecting to have 
that expreſs approbation, which the directors might 
have had from any general court of that company; 
and as that was a public tranſaction, and well 
known to all the proprietors, their never having 


found fault with it in any general court of that 


company, held ſince that time, is, in my opinion, 
a tacit approbation oi what was then done. 

But, my Lords, if it had actually appeared to 
us, that there had been frauds committed, if any 
of your Lordſhips are ſuſpicious of ſuch a thing, 
you may, at the beginning of next ſeſſion of Par. 
liament, enter upon ſuch an inquiry, and it you 
enter upon it at the beginning of a ſeſſion, you 
may certainly finiſh it before the end of the ſeſſion: 
In the mean time, neither the affair itſelf, nor the 
company, nor any private perſon, can ſuffer by 
the delay 2 It is not ſo much as ſuſpected. that any 
gentleman, concerned in the late management of 


that company's affairs, will withdraw; and the 


books of the company, and all the papers and 
writings neceſſary for ſuch an inquiry, muſt re- 
main in the ſtate they are now in: It is not to be 
ſuppoſed, that any of them will be alter*d, can- 
celled, or deſtroyed, becauſe the affairs of that 
company are now under the management of a quite 
different ſet of gentlemen, who, of conſequence, 
have the cuſtody of all thoſe books and writings, 
and who will certainly never permit any thing to 
be done, that may involve them, in the guilt of 
other men. | 
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In ſhort, my Lords, whatever ſtate the com- 
pany's affairs may be in, as there does not appear 
to us any complaint among the proprietors of that 
company, ſince no application has been made to 
us by them, I can ſee no neceſſity for our entering, 
upon it immediately, and, for that end, to make 
ſuch an incroachment upon our conſtitution, as 
would be made by appointing a committee in 
the manner propoſed, and therefore I cannot agree 
to it. 
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Earl of Cheſterfield. My Lords, The appoint- : of cy 


. ld 
ing of ſuch a committee, as is now propoſed, is, el. 


in my opinion, no way inconſiſtent with our con- 
ſtitution, but, on the contrary, has been frequent- 
ly practiſed, and is often neceſſary for preparing 
things to be laid before the next ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment. From ſuch a committee there is nothing to 
be dreaded by any but thoſe who have been guilty 
of crimes, and, under a juſt and prudent admini- 
ſtration, criminals ought never to be left at eaſe; it 
ought always to be the lot of the guilty to be ur- 
der continual fears and apprehenſions; it is what 
they always will be, whether we appoint ſuch a 
committee or no. It will be impoſſible for this 
houſe, or any committee we ſhall appoint, to in- 
ſpe& and examine ſo many voluminous books of 
accounts, or to extract any thing that may be 
clear and ſatisfactory, out of ſuch a heap of con- 
fuſion, during ſuch a ſhort time as that of the 
uſual continuance of one ſeſſion of Parliament. 
* As to there being no application from the pro- 
prietors, it is of no manner of ſignification in the 
preſent caſe : It is well known, that there are loud 
complaints againſt the late management of that 
company's affairs, and from what we have ſeen and 
heard at our own bar, it appears, that theſe com- 
3 are not altogether groundleſs. Our having 
ad no application, from the proprietors of that 
com- 
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company, made to us, is, I think, fo far from 
© being an argument againſt our entering upon an 
inquiry, that it is a ſtrong argument for it: Con- 
* ſidering what we hear without doors, conſidering 
< what we have ſeen within doors; the want of ſuch 
an application ought to be to us a convincing, proof, 
that moſt of thoſe, who uſually compoſe the gene. 
ral courts of that company, are under an influence 
which prevents their looking into their own af- 
fairs. But conſider, my Lords, that, among the 
< proprietors, there are many widows and orphans, 
there are many perſons who cannot appear at ge. 
* neral courts, or look into the management of their 
< own affairs; theſe, my Lords, are properly under 
your care, and I hope your Lordſhips will never 
« think that time ill- ſpent, which is ſpent in doing 
< what may prevent the intire ruin of the widow and 
« the fatherleſs. 

From experience we may learn, that the pro- 
< prietors of public ſtocks never come to either houſe 
of Parliament to complain, till their affairs are 


Lag 
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| © paſt redreſs; as long as they can ſell their proper- 


ty at any price, they are afraid of applying for re- 
« dreſs, left the current price of their property ſhould 
thereby be diminiſhed and -naik . they never 
* come to complain as long as there is any thing left. 
Then indeed, my Lords, they reſolve upon ap- 
« plying to Parliament, and, upon ſuch occaſions, we 
generally find, that women and children are che 
« greateſt ſufferers. 

* To conclude, my Lords, as neither your Lord- 
« ſhips nor the public have receiv*d any ſatisfaction 
from the inquiry hitherto made, it is become ne- 
« ceſſary for us to appoint ſuch a committee as has 
© been mov'd for, becauſe if the ſeſſion ſhould break 
* up without proceeding any farther than we have 
yet done, it will be believed, that the whole affair 


s at an end; from thence, my Lords, there may 
| — m_ 
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be conjectures made by the public, which may be 

« derogatory both to the honour and the dignity 

g of this houſe, and therefore Iam for agreeing with 
| © the motion the noble Lord by me was pleaſed to 
make.“ 


The Earl of Strafford declared, that he was for 
the motion, but ſaid, that as the laſt committee of 
that nature had conſiſted of twelve Lords, therefore 
he would propoſe that the motion ſhould be for ap- 

inting a committee of twelve; which the Lord 
Bathurſt approv'd of. 


Beſides the Lords above-mention'd, the Biſhop of 
Lincoln ſpoke for the motion, and the Earl of Lay, 
the Earl of Warwick, the Lord Viſcount Falmouth, 
and the Biſhop of Bangor againſt it; and at laſt the 
queſtion being put, it was carried in the negative 
without any diviſion; upon which there was the fol- 
lowing proteſt, 


Die Sabbati, 2 Junii 1733. 
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q 15 E houſe being moved to appoint . 


f. douth-Sea Company; 
P. After debate, 


| The queſtion was put, Whether a ſelect com- 
d. Jaittee ſhall be appointed, of twelve Lords to be 
©" Wchoſen by ballot, to examine into the tranſactions 


ws and proceedings of the South-Sees company, from 
4 the ſecond day of February 1720, and to lay their 
alc vport before this houſe ? 

I It was reſolved in the negative, 

nay 


de | | Diſſentieat. 


mittee to examine into the proceedings of the 
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ing almoſt wholly incorporated into the three 
great companies, it behoves the legiſlature, who are 
the proper guardians of the public creditors, to take 
all poſſible care, that they ſuffer no injury in their 
eſtates by any frauds committed in the management 
of them: For though the directors are choſen by a 
general court, they are inveſted with ſuch extenſive 
powers, that they are capable, by abuſing their truſt, 
of doing infinite miſchief to the proprietors, unleſ; 
their proceedings are vigilantly watch*d and con- 
trolled by that ſupreme authority under whoſe 
ſanction they act, and by which only ſuch practices 
can be effectually prevented or puniſhed, 


2. Becauſe this houſe having been induced, by 
the reaſons before-mention*d, to begin an inquiry 
into the management of the South-Sea company, we 
apprehend that our honour is engag*d to anſwer thoſe 
expectations which the public had ſo juſtly conceiv'd 
from it; and ſince the advanced ſeaſon of the year 
w1ll not 3 us to finiſh this examination, during 
the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, we apprehend a 


committee was the 8 way left to unravel 
ſuch dark and intricate affairs, which require a very 


nice inſpection into many voluminous books; it ap- 
pearing to us, by what we have ſeen and heard at our 
bar, that the accounts of this company have been kept 
in a moſt confuſed, irregular, and unwarrantablc 


manner, 1n order, as we apprehend, to conceal frauds, 
and defeat all inquiries, 


3. Becauſe the great diſtreſſes and calamities of the 
year 1720, having been occaſioned by the directon 
at that time declaring ſuch extravagant dividends, 2 
the company was not able to ſupport, the legiſlature 
have, in all their acts relating to this corporation, 
which have paſſed ſince that time, taken the utmoſt 
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care to prohibit and reſtrain the direQors from bein 

ouilty of the like 22 z yet notwithſtanding this, 
they have been ſo far from taking warning by the 
examples made of their predeceſſors, that it appears, 
| by the accounts laid before this houſe, that altho? 
by the caſh which came into their hands, and by 
the fale of four millions of ſtock to the bank, and by 
the loans of ſtock and otherwiſe, they were ſufficient- 
ly enabled to pay off the debt of five millions four 
hundred thouſand pounds, then owing by the com- 
pany, as in juſtice and prudence they ought to have 
done; yet influenced, as we have reaſon to believe, 
by the great corrupt views of ſome few, who may 
have aſſumed to themſelves the whole management 
of the affairs of this corporation, they left great part 
of their debt on bonds at intereſt unpaid, and by un- 
by Wl varrantable dividends out of the money, in order to 
iry give a fallacious value to their ſtock, multitudes of 
we his Majeſty's ſubjects have been defrauded, and they 
ofe have, without the knowledge of the proprietors, not 
v'4 only diſſipated above two millions three hundred 
car Wl thouſand pounds received from the directors eſtates, 
ing but they have likewiſe brought a new debt of two 
da MW millions upon the company, and thereby diminiſh'd 
vel the capital of every proprietor*s ſtock ; by which 
very means great injury and injuſtice have in numerous 
ap- inſtances been done to orphans, and the reverſionary 


our heirs of theſe eſtates, to the great diſhonour of the 


cept I public faith, and diſcredit of the nation. 


ud, 4. Becauſe, altho* the directors applied to Par- 
lament in the year 1727, for their authority to diſ- 

poſe of the produce of the eſtates of the forteiting 
directors, pretended to be then remaining in their 
hands, yet it appears by the accounts now before us, 
that the greateſt part of this money had been before 
actually divided out in extraordinary dividends, and 
when, in order to give ſome colour to theſe proceed- 
ings, they obtain'd an act of Parliament to * of 
dacie. 


2 
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theſe effects, they never called a general court to ac- 
quaint them with the ſtate of this account, or to take 
their directions for the application of any remaining 
part of theſe eſtates, notwithſtanding they were ex- 
preſly required ſo to do by the act. 


5. Becauſe there is reaſon to believe, from a gene- 
ral view of the ſame accounts, that there are many ar- 
ticles hitherto unexamin'd, under which a multitude 
of frauds may be concealed ; ſuch as buying, ſelling, 
creating and iſſuing of bonds; employing irregularly 
the caſh of the company, which lay in their hands, 
while the proprietors were paying intereſt for money 
borrow'd of the bank; in tranſacting ſtock abroad, 
and ſelling fictitious ſtock at home, with many other 
practices of the like nature, too long and various to 
be particularly explain*d : For theſe reaſons, we con- 
ceive, it was abſolutely neceſſary to have appointed a 
committee, as the only method to diſtinguiſh the few, 
who probably are criminal, from many gentlemen 
who may at preſent lie unjuſtly under the ſame im- 
putation 3 x i wr at a time, when a bill was ac- 
tually depending for dividing the capital of this com- 
pany, 3 4ths into annuities, and leaving the remain- 
ing quarter to be a trading-ſtock, with a large debt 
and demands upon it unliquidated, and the va- 
hue of it conſequently unknown; which ſhould 
it paſs into a law, will in all probability promote 
and encourage the infamous practice of ſtock-job- 


bing, to the ruin of great numbers of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects. 


6. Becauſe the other houſe have frequently ap- 
pointed commiſſioners to inſpect the public accounts, 
during the interval of Parliament, as the only prac- 
ticable method of arriving at any knowledge in ſuch 
affairs; a method indeed too much diſuſed of late 
years; we therefore apprehend, that no juſt objec- 


tion either was, or could be made to a — 
| 2 * whic 
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which is perfectly agreeable to the nature of our 
conſtitution, cannot be of any prejudice to the com- 
pany, and being confined to a particular inquiry, can 
give no grounds of apprehenſion to any but thoſe 


who are afraid it may lead to farther diſcoveries of 


iniquitous contracts, and corrupt bargains in the ſettle- 
ment and tranſactions of this company, ſince the year 
1720, which ſome perſons have endeavoured with ſo 
much induſtry to conceal, 


7. Becauſe we think it highly expedient at this 
time to vindicate the public faith of the nation, leſt 
foreigners ſhould be induced, by the many inſtances 
of fraud and corruption, which have been of late diſ- 
covered in other corporations, ſuddenly to withdraw 
their effects out of our funds, and thereby totally de- 


ſtroy public credit, and plunge us into inextricable 
difficulties, . 


8. Becauſe the acts made uſe of to divert us from 
our duty, and defeat this inquiry, give us reaſons to 
proſecute it with freſh vigour ; for impunity of guilt 
(if any ſuch there be) is the ſtrongeſt encouragement 
to the repetition of the ſame practices in future times, 
by chalking out a ſafe makes of committing the 
7a- WH moſt flagitious frauds, under the protection of tome 
d corrupt and all-ſcreening miniſter. 


ob- 9. For theſe reaſons we think ourſelves under an 
y's WW indiſpenſible obligation to vindicate our own honour, 

by leaving our teſtimonies in the journals of thishouſe, 

that we are not under the influence of any man what- 
ap- ¶ foever, whoſe ſafety may depend on the protection 
nts, ¶ of fraud and corruption; and that we entered upon 
rac- ¶ this inquiry with a ſincere and juſt deſign of going to 
ſuch W the bottom of the evil, and applying to it the moſt 
late ¶ proper and effectual remedies, 


hick Vor. XI. R Sraf. 
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Strafford Cobham, Carteret, 
Suffolk, Montroſe, Marchmont, 
Maſham, Winchelſea and Thanet, 
Redford, (Nottingham, Cheſterfield, 
Bathurſt, Tweedale, Berkſhire, 
Litchfield, Coventry, Bruce, 
Haftebury, Stair, Gower, 
Craven, Bridgewater, 


After this there was nothing extraordinary happen. 
ed in either houſe of Parliament, and upon Wea. 
day the 11th of June, his Majeſty came to the houſ: 
of Peers, and gave the royal aſſent to ſeveral public 


and private bills. 


Then his Majeſty made the following ſpeech to 
both houſes of Parliament, v7z. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
: T E ſeaſon of the year, and the diſpatch 
. you have given to the public buſineſs, make 
it proper for me to put an end to this ſeſſion of 
Parliament. 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

I return you my thanks for the proviſions you 
have made for the ſervice of the current year, | 
© have never demanded any ſupplies of my people 
but what were abſolutely neceſſary for the honour, 
« ſafety, and defence of me and my kingdom; and 
lam always beſt pleaſed, when the public expences 
are ſupplied in a manner leaſt burdenſome to m 
« ſubjetts. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
© I cannot paſs by unobſerved the wicked endez- 
© vours, that have lately been made uſe of to in. 
flame the minds of the people, and by the mol 
« unjuſt miſrepreſentations to raiſe tumults * 
8 Orders, 
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« orders, that almoſt threatened the peace of the 
kingdom; but I depend upon the force of truth, 
to remove the groundleſs jealouſies, that have been 
« raiſed, of deſigns carrying on againſt the liberties 
© of my people, and upon your known fidelity, to 
defeat and fruſtrate the expectations of ſuch, as 
delight in confuſion. It is my inclination, and has 
always been my ſtudy, to preſerve the religious and 
civil rights of all my ſubjects. Let it be your 
© care to undeceive the deluded, and to make them 
* ſenſible of their preſent happineſs, and the hazard 
© they run of being unwanly drawn, by ſpecious 
* pretences, into their own deſtruction.” 


And then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's 


command, prorogued them to Thurſday the 26th 
of July following. 


Je ſeventh ſeſſion of the third Septennial Par- 


liament. 


N the 17th of January his Majeſty opened 
the ſeſſion with the following ſpeech, vi. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


c T HE war which is now begun and carried Such. 


on againſt the Emperor with ſo much vi- 
* gour, by the united powers of France, Spain, and 
* Sardinia, is become 4 object of the care and at- 
. © tention of all Europe; and tho' I am no ways en- 
* gaged in it, and have had no part, except by my 
© good offices, in thoſe tranſactions which have been 
* declared to be the principal cauſes and motives of 
* it, I cannot fit regardleſs of the preſent events, or 
be unconcerned for the future conſequences of a 
b whe undertaken and ſupported by ſo powerful an 
alliance. 


R 2 « If 
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© If ever any occaſion required more than ordi- 
nary prudence and circumſpection, the preſent calls 
upon us to uſe our utmoſt precaution, not to deter- 
mine too haſtily upon ſo critical and important a 
cunjuncture, but to conſider thoroughly, what the 
honour and dignity of my crown and kingdoms, 
the true intereſt of my people, and the engage- 
ments we are under to the ſeveral powers we are 
in alliance with, may in juſtice and prudence re- 
quire of us, 

I have therefore thought it proper to take time 
to examine the facts alledged on both ſides, and 
to wait the reſult of the councils of thoſe powers, 
that are more nearly and immediately intereſted 
in the conſequences of the war, and to concert with 
thoſe allies, who are under the ſame engagements 
with me, and have not taken part in the war 
more particularly the States General of the united 
« provinces) ſuch meaſures, as ſhall be thought mot 
* adviſeable for our common ſafety, and for reſtoring 
the peace of Europe. 

The reſolutions of the Britiſh Parliament, in 
© ſo nice a juncture, are of too great moment not 
to be carefully attended to, and impatiently ex- 
« pected by all, and not leaſt by thoſe, who will hope 
to take advantage from your determinations, what- 
ever they ſhall be, and to turn them to the preju- 
dice of this kingdom. It muſt therefore be thought 
« moſt ſafe and prudent thoroughly to weigh and 
* conſider all circumſtances, before we come to a 


F 


final determination. 


As I ſhall have, in all my conſiderations upon 
this great and important affair, the ſtricteſt regard 
to the honour of my crown, and the good of my 
people, and be governed by no other views, I can 
make no doubt, but that I may intirely depend on 
the ſupport and aſſiſtance of my Parliament, with: 
out expoſing myſelf, by any precipitate declara- 
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« tions, to ſuch inconveniences, as ought, as far as 
« poſſible, to be avoided, 

In the mean time, I am perſuaded, you will 
make ſuch proviſions, as ſhall ſecure my kingdoms, 
rights, and poſſeſſions, from all dangers and inſults, 
and maintain the reſpect due to the Britiſh nation. 
Whatever part it may, in the end, be moſt rea- 
© ſonable for us to act, it will, in all views, be neceſ- 
« fary, when all Europe 1s preparing for arms, to 
put ourſelves in a proper poſture of defence. As 
this will beſt preſerve the peace of the kingdom, 
© ſo it will give us a due weight and influence in 
«* whatever meaſures we ſhall take in conjunction 
with our allies. But ſhould the defence of the 
nation not be ſufficiently provided for, it will make 
© us diſregarded abroad, and may prove a tempta- 
tion and encouragement to the deſperate views of 
© thoſe, who never fail to flatter themſelves with the 
© hopes of great advantages from public troubles 
© and diforders. 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons. 

© I ſhall order the eſtimates to be laid before you 
* of ſuch ſervices, as require your preſent and im- 
© mediate care. The augmentation, which will be 
© propoſed for the ſea ſervice, will be very conſide- 
{ rable; but I am confident, it will be thought by 
you reaſonable and neceſſary. ] mult particularly 
recommend to your care the debt of the navy, 
which has every year been laid before you; but 
from che preſent circumſtances of the times, I be- 
{ lieve, you will think it now requires ſome provi- 
© ſton to be made for it; which cannot be longer 
g 8 without manifeſt detriment to the pub- 
lic ſervice, | 

As theſe extraordinary charges and expences are 
* unavoidable, I make no doubt but you will effec- 


* tually raiſe the ſupplies neceſſary for defraying of 


| them, with that readineſs and diſpatch, and with 
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that juſt regard to the true intereſt of my people, 
vrhich this Parliament has hitherto ſhewn upon all 
© occaſions, | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

© It is at all times to be wiſhed, that the buſineſs 
© of Parliament might be carried on, free from heats 
and animoſities, and with that temper, which be- 
* comes the juſtice and wiſdom of the nation : At 
this time it is more particularly to be deſired, that 
this ſeſſion may not be protracted by unneceſſary 
« delays, when the whole kingdom ſeems prepared 
for the election of a new Parliament; an event, 
vrhich employs the attention of all Europe. And 
* Tam very well pleaſed, that this opportunity of- 
© fers, of taking again the ſenſe of my people in the 
© choice of a new repreſentative, that this world may 
* ſee how much their true ſentiments have been miſ- 
taken, or miſrepreſented. Thoſe who ſee and hear 
only at a diſtance, may eaſily be impoſed upon, 
and from thence conceive falſe hopes or fears. But 
I am confident, a little time will effectually re- 
move all groundleſs ſurmiſes; and it will be found 
* that Great Britain is always ready to act that part, 
* which the honour and intereſt of the nation calls 
upon them to undertake,” 


As ſoon as his Majeſty was retired, and the Com- 
mons returned to their own houſe, the right honos- 
rable the Lord Hervey, in the houſe of Lords, made 
a ſhort ſpeech, and moved for an addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, which motion was ſeconded by the Lord Ca. 
dogan. To this motion there was no oppoſition 


made, nor any amendment offered to the terms of 


the addreſs propoſed, only the Earl of Chefterfeld 
ſaid, that he hoped, no words or expreſſions that 
might be put into their addreſs, ſhould afterwards be 
made uſe of, either for or againſt any propoſition 
that might afterwards be made, or any queſtion oh 
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might ariſe in that houſe; ſo that a committee was 
immediately named to draw up the addreſs, which 
they accordingly did, and the 2 being agreed to, 
was as follows, viz. 


Die Jovis, 17 Januarii 1 734. 
Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


; W E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Fords Ad- 


ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 
in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave, in the hum- 
bleſt manner, to return your Majeſty our grateful 
© and ſincere thanks, for your moſt gracious ſpeech 
from the throne. 

* Your Majeſty has given too many proofs of 
your good offices and endeavours to preſerve the 
public * and tranquillity, for us not to be 
thoroughly perſuaded, that your Majeſty cannot, 
regardleſs and unconcerned, behold a war now un- 
* ha pily begun in Europe, undertaken by ſo pow- 
© erful an alliance, and proſecuted with fo much 
© vigour, : 

* And as no occaſion can require more caution, 
more wiſdom and more circumſpection, than the 
preſent, to dictate what part is the moſt proper for 
© Great Britain to act; fo we have the fulleſt ſatis- 
faction in reflecting, in whoſe breaſt it lies, to make 
that determination for us. 

And as your Majeſty has avoided coming to 
© any final determination, till al} engagements, by 
* which you are bound to the feveral powers con- 
* cerned, are duly examined, till all fits are fully 
and fairly ſtated, and till the reſult of the councils 
* of other powers, .in the ſame ſituation with your 
* Majeſty, are known; ſo we cannot but look on 
* this prudent ſuſpenſe of your reſolutions, as an 
* earneſt of our ſafety in your Majeſty's councils ; 
not doubting, but the ſame wiſdom which prompt- 
Sed your Majeſty to delay your determination, will 

* < alfa 
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© alſo direct your choice, whenever you ſhall come 
© to make 1t, 


The whole ſeries of your Majeſty's tranſactions, 


during your moſt glorious and happy reign, has 


* convinced us, that there 1s no taſk to which you 
are unequal, nor any difficulties you cannot ſur- 
mount: We therefore beg leave to aſſure your 
* Majeſty, not only of our gratitude for your paſt, 
but our reliance on your future care; and intreat 
< your Majeſty to believe, that it is as impoſſible for 
us, who are benefited by the merit of that con- 
duct, not to do every thing in our power to de- 
« ſerve it, as it is even for thoſe who with it leſs, not 
to allow it. * 

Whatever expectations therefore, thoſe who are 
< envious of the proſperity, jealous of the honour, or 
rivals to the intereſt of the Britiſb nation, may con- 
« ceive from the reſult of our deliberations in Parlia- 
ment; yet when all Europe ſhall ſee, that every 
new opportunity we have of declaring our ſenti- 
ments, is a new proof of the harmony ſubſiſting 
between your Majeſty and your ſubjects, and cf 
the confidence they place in you, we doubt not, 
but that all hopes of advantage to be taken from 
© what ſhall paſs among us, will be immediately diſ- 
< pelled, and that the zeal, vigour, and unanimi- 
* ty, that ſhall appear among us, will not only 
double the aſſiduity of thoſe who court your Ma- 
jeſty's friendſhip, but the apprehenſions of thoſe 
(if any ſuch there are) who may provoke your re- 
« ſentment, 

And becauſe the ſureſt way, in theſe general 
© troubles and commotions, to prevent any deſign 
< being formed to moleſt or annoy yqur Majeſty's 
< dominions, is to ſhew how unſucceſsful ſuch a de- 
< ſign muſt prove; nothing ſhall be wanting on our 
< part, that may conduce to the ſtrengthening your 
« Majeſty's hands, and putting the nation, at this 
critical and important junEture, in ſuch a ym 
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© of defence, as ſhall effectually protect its honour 
from any inſult, its ſafety from any danger, and 
« its tranquillity from any attempt to diſturb it. 
We beg leave alſo to aſſure your Majeſty, that 
the ſtrict and due regard we always pay to your 
royal recommendation, as well as a proper concern 
for the ſupport of our own characters and dignity, 
© will certainly make us avoid, with the utmoſt cau- 
© tion, all heats and animoſities i in our debates, that 
© we may ſhew, with a becoming unanimity, our 
duty to your Majeſty, our care of the public wel- 
fare, and our regard to the intereſts and liberties 
* of the people: We will alſo prevent, as far as in 
dus lies, any improper delays retarding the diſpatch 
of public buſineſs, or protracting the ſeſſion into 
* any unneceſſary length, that your Majeſty may not 
* have the juſt pleaſure you propoſe to yourſelf, in 
taking again the ſenſe of the nation in a new re- 
* preſentative, poſtponed ; but, that you may re- 
* ceive the carlieft demonſtrations of the good-will 
* of your people, and have the ſatisfaction to ſee 
* they are as capable of gratefully feeling that hap- 
* pineſs they enjoy under your Majeſty* s juſt and 


* wiſe government, as you are ready and willing to 
* confer it.“ 


This addreſs was the next day preſented, to which 
his Majeſty gave the following anſwer: 


My Lords, 


249 


I Th hank you for this dutiful and loyal addrefs. The Te King's 


ſatisfaction you expreſs in my conſtant attention and 
endeavours, for preſerving the public peace and tran- 
quillity, and promoting the intereſts of my people, is 
extremely acceptable to me; and as the honour and dig- 
nity of my crown, and the good of my kingdoms, are 
my ſole view, you may be aſſured of the continuance 
of my care and vigilance for thoſe deſirable ends, and 


of my firm reſolution, in all events, to take ſuch 


meaſures 


auſwer. 
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The Commons being return'd to their own houie, 
the Speaker reported to the houſe his Majeſty's moſt 
gracious ſpeech from the throne, and told them, that 
for the greater certainty, he had procured a copy of 
it, which being read, John Campbell, Knight of the 
ſhire for the county of Pembroke, ſtood up, and af- 
ter a ſhort ſpeech, made the following motion, viz. 
That it might be reſolv'd, that an humble addreſs 
© ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, to return his 
< Majeſty the thanks of that houſe, — his moſt gra- 
< cious ſpeech from the throne : To acknowledge 
his Majeſty's goodneſs, in the concern he had been 
« pleaſed to expreſs, upon account of the war unhap- 
< pily begun in Europe, and his Majeſty's great wiſ- 
< dom in uſing ſo much precaution upon that critical 
conjuncture, in waiting the reſult of the councils 
of thoſe powers, who were more nearly and im- 
mediately intereſted in the conſequences of the war, 
and in taking time to examine the facts alledged 
on both ſides, and to concert with thoſe allies, 
who were under the ſame engagements with his 
Majeſty, and had not taken part in the war, ſuch 
meaſures as ſhould be thought moſt adviſable tor 
the common ſafety, and for reſtoring the peace of 
Europe: To declare their unfeigned confidence 
in his Majeſty, that in all his conſiderations upon 
that great and important affair, his Majeſty would 
have the ſtricteſt regard to the honour and dignity 
of his crown and kingdoms, and to the true inte- 
reſt of his people: And to aſſure his Majeſty, that 
he might intirely depend upon the ſupport and 
aſſiſtance of his FAithflal Commons, in Kh mea« 
© ſures as he ſhould find it neceſſary to enter into, 
* for attaining and ſecuring theſe great and valuable 
<« purpoſes ; and that that houſe would make ſuch 


6 Pro- 
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proviſion for the ſafety and defence of the nation, 
as ſhould ſecure his Majeſty's kingdoms, rights, 
and poſſeſſions, from all dangers and inſults; as 
might preſerve the reſpect due to the crown of 
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* Great Britain, and not give any encouragement to 


* the deſperate views of thoſe, who never fail to flat- 
* ter themſelves with the hopes of great advantages, 
from public troubles and diſorders: And to aſſure 
* his Majeſty, that that houſe would immediately 
* take into their conſideration ſuch eſtimates and de- 
* mands, as ſhould be made by his Majeſty for the 
* public ſervice, and raiſe the ſupplies, which ſhould 
l be neceſſary and anſwerable to the preſent exi- 
* gency of affairs, with their known zeal and chear- 
* fulneſs, and with a due regard to the intereſt of 
their fellow ſubjects: And, that the public buſi- 
* neſs might be diſpatch*d with all proper expedition, 
* that they would endeavour to avoid all heats and 
© animoſities, and all occaſions that might tend to 
_ the then preſent ſeſſion by unneceſſary de- 
* lays.? | 

This motion was ſeconded by Stephen Fox, Eſq; 
member for Shatsbury in Dorſetſhire ; and alſo by the 
Lord Tyrconnel, member for Grantham in Lincolu- 
fire, both of whom made ſhort ſpeeches in favour 
of the motion, and the latter, in particular, declar*d 
it as his opinion, that as this nation was a trading 
nation, nothing but the moſt abſolute neceſſity 
ſhould ever force us into a war. After him 


William Shippen, Eſq; member for Newton in Mr, Sin-. 
Lancaſhire, ſtood up and ſpoke to the following ef- * 


fect, viz, © Sir, I believe it has always been taken 
* for granted, by moſt gentlemen in this houſe, that 
* the ſpeeches from the throne are the compoſitions 
* of miniſters of ſtate ; —_— that ſuppoſition we 
© have always thought ourſelves at liberty to exa- 
mine every propoſition contained in them: It is 
* well known, that this houſe has, upon many oc- 
caſions, canvaſſed ſuch ſpeeches and debated e 
F | them 
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them with great freedom; even without doors 
people are generally pretty free in their remarks 
upon them, and I believe no gentleman that hears 
me, is ignorant of the reception the ſpeech from 
the throne, at the cloſe of laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
met with from the nation in general. 
© If then, Sir, there be ſo much freedom taken 
with the ſpeeches themſelves, it is not to be doubt- 
ed, but that the ſame freedom may be taken wi 
any propoſition made by any gentleman in this 

houſe, in conſequence of ſuch ſpeech from the 
* throne, I will not ſay that the queſtion mov*d by 
the hon. gentleman over the way, was penn'd by 
the ſame hand that penned his Majeſty's ſpecch 
< from the throne, though I muſt ſay, that there is 
a a good deal of reaſon to believe, that both were 

© penn*d by the ſame hand. 

As to the motion now made to us, I have one 
< very great objection to the whole, and that is, that 
it is too cautiouſly and too generally worded : Un- 
der ſuch general expreſſions there may be deligns 
< concealed, which the gentleman who penn*d the 
motion, does not think proper now to declare; 
but when they come to be explained, this houſe 
< may then probably find itſelf drawn into ſome dit- 
* ficulties, by making uſe of ſuch uncertain expreſ- 
< ſions in the addreſs now propoſed. There is in- 
© deed one paragraph in the motion made to us, 
* which I ſhall now particularly lay my finger on; 
I cannot pretend to repeat the very words, for we 
* who hear the ſpeech and the motion but once read, 
are obliged in ſome manner to ſhoot flying; but! 
< ſhall repeat them as near as poſſible: I think the 
paragraph propoſes for us to ſay in our addreſs, 
that we will ſupport his Majeſty in all thoſe mea- 
< ſures which he ſhall think it neceſſary to enter into. 
Nov, Sir, I am afraid, that under ſuch a general 
«* expreſſion, there may be couched, or at leaſt it 
may hereafter be inſiſted on, that there is couched 
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* a promiſe of a vote of credit, and therefore 1 
* ſhould be willing to have thoſe words a little ex- 
* plained 3 for I ſhall always endeavour, as much as 

7 to prevent this houſe's being raſhly drawn 
into ſuch promiſes : I ſhall not pretend to offer 
© any amendment till I have heard other gentlemen's 
« ſentiments upon the queſtion before us; I now only 
© lay my finger upon this part of the motion, and 
© after other gentlemen have ſpoke, I may then poſ- 
ſibly take the liberty of giving my opinion farther, 
and may perhaps offer an amendment; but I could 
© with rather that the words were altogether left 
© out.? 
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Sir Jobn Hynd Cotton, Sir, I ſtand up to agrees 7-6» 


© ina great meaſure, with the hon. gentleman who:; 


moved the queſtion now under our conſideration, 
and with the other honourable gentleman who ſe- 
© conded his motion. I had indeed an objection to 
* one general expreſſion, as it now ſtands in the que- 
ſtion; but the gentleman who made the motion, 
explained it in ſuch a manner as ſatisfied me, and 
© in that manner in which it will, I hope, be ex- 
« plained by this houſe. The paſſage is fo where- 
by we promiſe to provide for the ſecurity of his 
« Majeſty's kingdoms, rights and poſſeſſions: Now, 
Sir, theſe laſt words rights and poſſeſſions, is an ex- 
© preſſion ſo general, that I am afraid it may in- 
* clude his Majeſty's German dominions I am per- 
* ſuaded that it will be underſtood in this ſenſe by 
* all thoſe without doors, whatever this houſe may 
* intend to mean by it: The gentleman who open'd 
the debate has, tis true, ſatisfied me, and JI be- 
* lieve every gentleman in this houſe, that no ſuch 
thing is intended; but I think it likewiſe neceſſary 
* to ſatisfy the world without doors; I think it in- 
* cumbent upon us to aſſure our conſtituents, that no 
* ſuch thing was ever meant, and therefore I think it 
vill be proper to add ſome explanatory words : the 
© WIC 
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© which reaſon I ſhall beg leave to move for this 
© amendment, to wit, that the words thereunto be- 
« longing may be added, after the word poſſeſſions; 
© ſo that the ſentence will then run thus, as ſhall 
« ſecure his Majeſty's kingdoms, rights and poſſeſ- 
& ſions, thereunto belonging, from all dangers and 
« infults,”* and ſo on.” 


Mr.C-m»- John Campbell, Eſq; ſtood up again and ſpoke in 
bell speech. ſubſtance as follows, viz. * Sir, I believe I did open 


Lord Ccle- 


raine's 


© the affair now before us, in the manner the honour- 
able gentleman was pleaſed to mention; but it was 
not from an opinion that there really was any pol- 
ſibility for putting ſuch a ſenſe upon thoſe words, 
as the gentleman ſeems to be apprehenſive of. 
Thoſe words are ſo fully explained, both by what 
goes before, and by what comes after, that there 
is no room for imagining, that they ever were 
meant to comprehend his Majeſty's German domi- 
nions; every man muſt ſee that they relate only to 
the foreign rights and poſſeſſions belonging to the 
crown of Great Britain ; and I took the liberty to 
« give ſome explanation of them, only to preclude 
« any exception that might have been taken, by 
« gentlemen's conſidering thoſe general words by 
< themſelves, and without regard to what went be- 
fore, or to what follow'd after; but to any gen- 
c tleman, either within or without doors, who conl!- 
© ders the whole together, there cannot ſo much as a 
doubt ariſe about the meaning of thoſe general 
words; every man mult ſee that they can relate to 
nothing but what relates to his Majeſty as King of 
< Great Britain, and therefore I cannot think there 
is the leaſt occaſion for the amendment propoſed, 
or for any other amendment to that part of the 
« queſtion,” 


* 
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The Lord Coleraine, member for Bofton in Lin- 
colnſbire. Sir, the gentleman who ſpoke laſt, has 


not 
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not in the leaſt ſatisfied me, as to the meaning to 
be put upon the words objected to; for if thoſe 
* words be taken in a ſtrict grammatical ſenſe, they 
© muſt certainly comprehend his Majeſty's German 
* dominions : Thoſe dominions are certainly a part 
© of his Majeſty's poſſeſſions, and as ſuch muſt be 
* comprehended under thoſe general words, nor can 
© I ſee that there is any reſtriction put upon them, 
© either by what goes before or by what follows af- 
© ter; even the amendment propoſed will not, I am 
© afraid, be ſufficient to reſtrain them in ſuch 2 man- 
© ner as they ought to be; and therefore I am of 
opinion, that the amendment ought to be in theſe 
words, belonging to the crown of Great Britain; fo 
© as that the ſentence may run thus: © as ſhall ſecure 
« his Majeſty's kingdoms, and all the rights and 
« poſſeſſions belonging to the crown of Great Bri- 
t tain, from all dangers and inſults,” 
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Henry Pelham, Eſq; Knight of the ſhire for $u/- Mr Pel- 
ſex, Sir, the queſtion moved by the hon. gentle- fheech. 


* man was, as I thought, ſo aptly worded, and, to 
* uſe my worthy friend's expreſſion, ſo cautiouſly 
* worded, that I did not ſo much as imagine any 
objection would have been made to it. As to the 
words, rights and poſſeſſions, which are, I find, ob- 
* jected to, the proper meaning of them ſeems to 
me to be certain and apparent; it is well known, 
that doubts have lately been raiſed about ſome of 
* thoſe dominions, which properly belong to the 
crown of Great Britain, and though there never 
vas any foundation for thoſe doubts, yet ſome gen- 
© tlemen have ſtrongly inſiſted on it, that there was 
* ſtill ſomething wanting, there was ſomething far- 
ther neceſſary to be done, in order to ſecure our 
© enjoyment of thoſe poſſeſſions z and from that con- 
5 ſideration alone, if there were none other, eve 
* gentleman muſt conclude, that all that could be 
* meant by thoſe general words, was, to —_ 
I hend 
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hend the ſeveral Britiſh poſſeſſions in foreign parts; 
but as to his Majeſty's German dominions, as they 
in no way belong to the crown of Great Britain, 
which is mentioned in the very next ſentence, I 
cannot believe that any gentleman in this houſe, or 
any gentlemen without doors, will ever imagine, 
that they were meant to be comprehended under 
< thoſe general words, and therefore I cannot think 
that any amendment is neceſſary. 


. 
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William Pulteney. When I heard his Majeſty's 
« ſpeech, and the motion made by the hon. gentle. 
man in conſequence thereof, I was in hopes, Sir, 
* we ſhould have ſeparated to-day without any de- 
bate; and yet I muſt own, that the words con- 
< tain*d in the motion now under our conſideration, 
© which were taken notice of by my hon. friend over 


the way, did at firſt ſtrike me a little, I was in- 


* deeda little afraid of the conſequence, or at leaſt 
of the uſe that might come to be made of ſuch 
* words, but I was reſolved to paſs them over in 
© ſilence : However, now that they are taken notice 
* of, I muſt ſay, that in my opinion, ſome amend- 
< ment in order to reſtrain them a little, will noc be 
unneceſſary. I am not for leaving them out in- 
* tirely, becauſe one part of his Majeſty's ſpeech 
would, in that cafe, ſtand without any anſwer; 
and I am unwilling that this houſe ſhould, upon 
* any occaſion, ſhew the leaſt want of reſpect and 
* complaiſance towards his Majeſty. 
© I ſhall therefore, Sir, take the liberty to pro- 
poſe an amendment, but I muſt aquaint the houſe, 
that the motion I am to make for that purpoſe, 1 
without any view of making a difference or divi- 
ſion among us this day; nor ſhall I inſiſt upon my 
motion, if it does not appear to be intirely agree- 
able to every gentleman in this houſe, I know 
very well that we are not tied down, by any gene- 
ral expreſſions, in an addreſs of thanks to his Ma- 
WS 
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* jeſty 3 but I do remember, that a vote of credit 
* paſſed in this houſe, towards the cloſe of a ſeſſion, 
© for which there was no other foundation but ſome 
general expreſſions in the addreſs of thanks, which 
© had been voted the firſt day of the ſeſſion, in an- 


ſwer to his Majeſty's ſpeech from the throne, and 


therefore we ought to be extremely cautious in 
agreeing to any ſort of words, from whenee- the 
© promiſe of a vote of credit may be afterwards in- 
— For this reaſon I ſhall beg leave to add a 
© few words by way of amendment; but as I ſaid 
© before, I will not inſiſt upon it, in caſe my amend- 


| © ment ſhould be oppoſed. The amendment I pro- 


© pole is, that the following words be inſerted, to 
© wit, provided ſuch meaſures ſhall appear to this houſe 
© to have been neceſſary for obtaining ſuch ends, In 
© which caſe the paragraph taken notice of by my 
© worthy friend, will run thus, “and to aſſure his 
« Majeſty, that he may intirely depend upon the 
« ſupport and aſſiſtance of his faithful Commons, in 


« ſuch meaſures as he ſhall find it neceſſary to enter 


« into, for attaining and ſecuring theſe great and 
valuable purpoſes; provided ſuch meaſures ſhall 
« appear to this houſe to have been neceſſary for ob- 
„ taining ſuch ends.“ 


Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer. Sir, the hon. 
* gentleman who ſpoke laſt has propoſed to us an 
© amendment, but has not made any direct motion 
for that purpoſe, and he was pleaſed to lay, that 
* what he propoſed was without any view of ma- 
© king a difference or diviſion among us; I am very 
glad, Sir, to find that the hon. gentleman is now 
© come to be of that way of thinking; for there is 


nothing can contribute more to the honour of this 


* houſe, than a harmony and unanimity among us 


| © in all our proceedings, and therefore I hope the 


* gentleman will not inſiſt upon the amendment he 
has propoſed, One of the objections to the queſtion 
Vor. XI, 5 now 
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no before us, made by the hon. gentleman who 
« ſpoke firſt againſt it, was, I find, Sir, that it was 
too general, and worded with too much caution : 
This, I muſt fay, is an objection of a very new 
nature; for the chief objection to addreſſes of this 

nature has generally been, that they deſcended too 

much into particulars, and were not worded with 
proper caution. From this general objection the 
< gentleman was pleaſed to come to a particular, and 
< took notice of ſome words under which, he aid, 
< he believed a vore of credit was intended to be 
©. couched : But does not every gentleman in this 
* houſe know, that his Majeſty never deſires any 
« ſuch thing as a promiſe of a vote of credit, nor has 
< jt ever been uſual for this houſe to make any ſuch 
< promiſe? The uſual method has always been, 
< whenever his Majeſty wanted any fuch thing as a 
vote of credit, he always acquainted the houſe of 
it by a direct meſſage for that purpoſe, and there- 
fore there is not the leaſt ground to preſume an in- 
< tention of couching a promiſe of a vote of credit, 
under any general words a to be put into 
< the addreſs: As to the caſe mention'd by the hon, 
« gentleman who ſpoke laſt, I do not remember any 
© ſuch, I do not remember that there was ever any 


vote of credit founded upon a pretended promiſe 
contained in the addreſs of thanks, at the begin- 


K K & „ 


© ning of the ſeſſion. There may have been, for 


* what I know, ſuch a caſe, but as I now ſpeak 
upon memory only, I cannot ſay whether it may 
© have been a late caſe, or one of an older date: 
However, this I am certain of, that no ſuch thing 
is intended by the words now objected to, nor 
will there, I believe, be any ſuch uſe made of 
them. «40 

As to the other objection, Sir, it is equally 
© without foundation. I do not believe that it can 
© ſo much as once enter into the head of any man to 


© imagine, that by the words, rights and Pa 
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* this houſe means to include his Majeſty*s German' 
© dominions : It ever thoſe dominions ſhould come 
* to be in ſuch danger, as that his Majeſty ſhould 
find it neceſſary to aſk the aſſiſtance of this nation, 
© he would certainly do it by a direct meſſage to 
Parliament, and I am very ſure, that at prefent 
there is no ſuch thing thought of, nor is there the 
© leaſt ſhadow of reaſon for ſuſpecting that there will 
be an occaſion for any ſuch demand: The words, 
© rights and poſſeſſions, muſt therefore be underſtood 
* to relate only to the foreign poſſeſſions belonging 
© to Great Britain; and had thoſe words been left 
out, (to willing minds at leaſt) it would have at- 
forded a pretence for the raiſing of much greater 
* alarms without doors; it then might probably 
© have been ſaid, that we were going to give up 
© ſome of thoſe valuable poſſeſſions we have abroad, 
© poſſeſſions ſo valuable, that I hope this nation will 
never conſent to the giving them up. 

Upon the whole, Sir, however unwilling ſome 
* gentlemen may pretend to be, to create differences 
and make diviſions in this houſe, I am perſuaded, 
that nothing but a deſire to do fo, could have 
© raiſed any objections to the queition now in your 
* hands; and as I have not heard any colour of 
© reaſon for ſupporting any of the amendments that 


© have been offered, I muſt therefore be againſt 
them.“ 


Sir William Wyndham. Though the hon. gen- Sr u⁰ju 


* tleman who ſpoke laſt, does not ſeem to remember 9.54" * 


the caſe mentioned by the gentleman who ſpoke 
* juſt before him; I remember it well, Sir, and I 
© ſpeak of it with the greater confidence, becauſe this 
very morning I looked over ſome of the journals 
© of the houſe, together with my hon. friend on the 
| r, By which I found that that famous vote of 
* credit was agreed to in this houſe, on the 12th day 
* of April 1727, which was towards the cloſe of the 
1 8 2 ſeſſion, 
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c ſeſnon; and I remember, Sir, that there was but 
a very thin houſe; and there was no other founda- 
tion for that vote, hardly indeed any material ar- 
< gument offer*d in favour of it, than what has been 
mentioned by my honourable friend. I remem- 
© ber, Sir, that it bore a very ſtrenuous debate in 
this houſe; and I remember too, Sir, that the 
* gentleman who fits behind the hon. perſon who 
* ſpoke laſt, had a very conſiderable ſhare in that 
debate, and was one of the tellers againſt the que- 
ſtion. 

© Whether any ſuch uſe is now intended to be 
< made of the general expreſſions objected to in the 
«. queſtion before us, I ſhall not take upon me to 
jay; but that I do not take to be the matter in 
« diſpute ; the proper queſtion is, whether any ſuch 
< uſe can poſſibly be made of thoſe general expreſ- 
« ſions? For if it can, we are not to depend upon 
© the aſſurances of any member of this houſe, that it 
© will not; and therefore, leſt any ſuch uſe ſhould 
* hereafter be made of thoſe general expreſſions, I 
think it highly neceſſary that ſome words ſhould 
© be added, for reſtraining them to what is now de- 
- clared to be the meaning and intention of them: 
For my own part, I am very eaſy about it, be- 
«cauſe I am now free to declare, that if ever any 
vote of credit, of the ſame nature with thoſe lately 
agreed to, be propoſed or moved for in this houſe, 
© I ſhall always be againſt any ſuch, as long as 
have the honour to ſit in this houſe ; nor ſhall any 
general words, or any expreſs promiſe, contain'd 
in any former addreſs, be of the leaſt weight with 
me in ſuch a debate. 


Thomas Winnington, Eſq; ſtood up next, and gave 
ſome account of the vote of credit agreed to in the 
year 1727; and Philip Gybbon, Eſq; and Samuel 
Handys, Eſq; diſagreeing with him in his account of 
that vote of credit. = 
dad it 
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Sir William Yonge ſtood up, and ſpoke to the fol-9 
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lowing effect, viz. * I was at ſome diſtance, - Sir, eech. 


« when the honourable gentleman on the floor: firſt 
© mention*d the caſe which ſeems now to be the ſub- 
« ject of debate, and though I had not looked into 
* the journals this morning, as ſome gentlemen ſeem 
© to have done, yet I could not but think, that it 
© was impoſſible that ever any houſe of Commons 
* ſhould have proceeded in the manner they have 
* repreſented. I have now looked upon the jour- 


nals of that and the preceding ſeſſion, and as I 


* have the book in my hand, I ſhall from thence 
* ſet that matter in a full and clear light, In the 
year 1725, his late Majeſty ſent an expreſs meſ- 
t ſage to the houſe of Commons then fitting, by 
* which he acquainted them, that in order to prevent 
* and fruſtrate ſuch deſigns as had been formed 
* againſt the particular intereſt of this nation, and 
the general peace of Europe, he found it neceſſary 
* not only to augment his maritime force, but to 
concert ſuch other meaſures as might moſt effec- 
* tually conduce to theſe deſirable ends; and as theſe 
* ſervices would require ſome extraordinary expence, 
his Majeſty hoped he ſhould be enabled, by the 
© aſſiſtance of Parliament, to increaſe the number of 
* ſeamen then before voted, and granted for the 
* ſervice of thar year; and to enter into, and make 
© good ſuch engagements as the circumſtances and 
© exigency of affairs might require. Upon this meſ- 
© ſage, the houſe of Commons, as in duty they 
* ought, voted and preſented an addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, that he would be pleaſed to make ſuch an 
addition to the number of ſeamen then before vo- 
© ted, and to concert ſuch other meaſures as his Ma- 
* jeſty ſhould, in his great wiſdom, think would beſt 
* conduce to the ſecurity of the trade and navigation 
* of this kingdom, and to the preſervation of the 
peace of Europe; and affured his Majeſty, that 
| S 3 * tak 
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that houſe would effectually provide for, and 
< make good all ſuch expences and engagements as 
* ſhould be made for obtaining thoſe great and de- 
« firable ends. 

At the beginning of the next ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment, his Majeſty, in his ſpeech from the throne, 
« expreſly ſaid, that as the expence he had in the 


preceding year been in a particular manner in- 


© truſted to make, had amounted to no conſiderable 
ſum, and the public utility might again require the 
like ſervices to be perform'd, he hoped they would 
again repoſe the ſame truſt and confidence in him, 
« To which the houſe of Commons, in their addreſ; 
© of thanks, as expreſly anſwer, and promiſe, that 
they would repoſe ſuch a truſt and confidence in 
his Majefty, as the public utility ſhould require, 
and as his Majeſty ſhould find reaſonable and ne- 
ceſſary for carrying on the great work in which 
„his Majeſty was engaged, for the intereſt and 
+ ſecurity of his people, and the common cauſe of 
Europe, . h-- 
Thus, Sir, every gentleman may ſee, that the 
vote of credit agreed to at the end of that ſeſſion, 
< was not 'in conſequence of a few general words in 
their addreſs of thanks, in return to his Majeſty's 
« ſp*ech at the beginning of the ſeſſion, but in con- 
« ſequence of an expreſs demand in the ſpeech, and 
© as expreſs a promiſe in the addreſs of thanks; and 
from thence, I think, every gentleman may ſee 
© how vaſtly different that caſe is, from what is now 
the ſubject of debate.” 


Fobn Scrope, Eſq; ſtood up next, and gave a ſhort, 
but moſt diſtin& account of all the votes of credit 
that had ever been agreed to by that houſe ; after 
which, he concluded, that, in his opinion, there was 
no amendment neceflary to that or any other part of 
the motion. HS +! Tha 0 „ 
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William Pulteney, Eſq; ſtood up again, and poke fade, 


in ſubſtance as follows, vz. Sir, the honourable 
« gentleman who ſpoke laſt has, in a few words, ex- 


| + plained how the ſeveral votes of credit have been 


granted, and he and I do not, I think, differ 
much in our accounts; but the honourable gen- 
« tleman who ſpoke with the book in his hand, and 
« who ſet out with a promiſe of clearing that matter 
fully to the houſe, has, in my opinion, and, I be- 
lieve, in the opinion of every gentleman who heard 
© him, left the matter juſt where he found it; and 
therefore I would adviſe him, for the future, to 
« ſpeak without book. | 
Can any gentleman, Sir, imagine, that, in 
© conſequence of the paragraph of his late Majeſty's 
« ſpeech, mention*d by the honourable gentleman, or 
the anſwer thereto in the addreſs of thanks, a vote 
© of credit was, or ought to have been agreed to, 
«* without a new meſſage from his Majeſty, ſignify- 
© ing, that the public utility did actually again re- 
* quire the repoſing of ſuch a truſt and confidence 
in his Natty, as had been repoſed in him the pre- 
* ceding year? Does any gentleman ſuppoſe, that 
this houſe is to repoſe ſuch a truſt and confidence in 
the crown, only becauſe it is demanded by the 
crown, and without aſſigning any reaſon for ſo 
doing? No, Sir; and J believe I may appeal to 
© every gentleman who hears me, and who had the 
* honour to be a member of this houſe, when that 
* addreſs was agreed to, whether he did not then 
* think that all that was meant or intended by thoſe 
general aſſurances in their addreſs of thanks, was, 


that they would again repoſe the ſame truſt and 
© confidence in his Majeſty, if upon a new meſ- 


* ſage, it could be ſhewn them, that the public 
© utility required it z but gentlemen found afterwards 
that another uſe was made of thoſe general ex- 
preſſions; they were at the end of the ſeſſion made 

84 | the 


74 


ey's ſpcech. 


264 


6 
c 
c 
6 
o 


6 


c 


c 
oy 
c 
6 
C 
4 
- 
4 
C 
c 
o 
— 
. 
- 
4 
c 
- 
. 
- 
C 
6 
6 
= 
* 


. 
6 
6 
« 
* 
0 
* 


PARLIAMENTARY Al. 1734. 
the only argument for agreeing to a vote of credit; 
and leſt the ſame thing ſhould be again practi- 
ſed, we ought to be extremely cautious of put- 
ting any ſuch general expreſſions in our addreſs of 


thanks. 


When! firſt ſtood up, Sir, what I was then to 
propoſe was, I ſaid, without any intention of 
making a diviſion or difference among us to day, 
and the honourable gentleman who ſpoke next af. 
ter me, ſaid, he was glad to find me in that way 
of thinking. Sir, I am now in the ſame way of 
thinking I always was, and if other gentlemen think 
in the ſame way they have lately taken up, I am 


afraid we ſhall have many and great differences 
before this ſeſſion can well be at an end. The ho- 


nourable gentle man ſaid he did not remember he- 
ther the caſe of a vote of credit I had mention'd, 
was of a later, or of an older date : Alas, Sir, 
there are no ſuch votes of credit to be found of an 
old date; votes of credit of old were of a very 
different nature, they were never ſo much as 
aſked, but tor ſome particular purpoſes expreſly 
mentioned, the ſum was alwa * fit the Par- 
lament became ſureties only for that ſum, and an 
exact account was afterwards given to Parliament, 
to what purpoſes the money ſo granted was ap- 
plied ; but our late votes of credit have all been 
granted in the dark ; we have granted ſums unli- 
mited, without knowing to what uſes any of the mo- 
ney ſo to be raiſed was to be applied, and we have 
never been able to have any proper account (tha? 
often aſk*d for) how the money was diſpoſed of. 

© However, Sir, though I wiſh we may ſeparate 
to day without any diviſion, yet I hope we ſhall 
have many days after this to enter into the conſi- 


deration of affairs of very great conſequence Iam 


3 of the calamitous ſituation of our affairs 
both at home and abroad; they neceſſarily require 
the conſideration of Parliament: There are many, 
_ N „ many 
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many grievances both foreign and domeſtic, under 


« which the nation groans at preſent, and which call 
« loudly for redreſs, and therefore, tho? we promiſe 
not to 3 or prolong the ſeſſion by unnecel- 
« fary delays, yet I hope we ſhall not ſeparate before 
« we have taken all thoſe matters properly under our 
« conſideration « The ſtate of the nation muſt be 
called for, and, I dare ſay, this houſe of Com- 
« mons which has ſhewn ſo much regard for their 
« fellow-ſubjects, will envy any ſucceeding houſe of 
Commons the glory of redreſſing thoſe many grie- 
© vances we now labour under: Upon ſuch an oc- 
« calion, I hope, gentlemen, will attend, I hope th 

© will be emulous who ſhall attend beſt ; and when 
« ſuch a ſpirit of liberty appears over the whole na- 
tion, I am convinced no man will dare deſert his 
duty in this houſe, no man will dare retire to the 


© country, when affairs of ſuch moment demand his 
* attendance in Parliament.“ 


After theſe ſpeeches, as none of the gentlemen in- de ne 
ported aad 
ſiſted upon any of the amendments they had offered, 


the queſtion was put upon the firſt motion, and 
carried in the affirmative, without a diviſion; and 
a committee being appointed, they drew up an 
addreſs in purſuance of this reſolution, which 
addreſs was reported next day to the houſe, and 
an amendment being offered, viz. in the ſecond 
paragraph of the addreſs, which at firſt run thus : 
* Not wondering, that the ſame prudence and pre- 
* caution, the ſame concern and circumſpection, 
and the ſame <viſe counſels, that have guided, Sc.“ 
It was propoſed to leave out the words, and the 
ſame wiſe counſels, as not being proper in an addreſs 
to his Majeſty, and the ſame was agreed to; then 


the addreſs itſelf was agreed to by the houſe, and was 
as follows, viz. 


amended. 
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Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

8 E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 

Commons. 6 ſubjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 


* - 


Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return your 
Majeſty our humbleſt thanks for your moſt gra- 
cious ſpeech from the throne, 
We are truly ſenſible of your Majeſty's good- 
neſs ; and hear with the deepeſt ſenſe of gratirude, 
the 'concern you are pleaſed to expreſs, for the 
war unhappily begun in Europe; and acknowledge 
with the higheſt ſatisfaction this new proof, your 
Majeſty has given us, of your great wiſdom in 
« waiting, at this nice and critical juncture, the re. 
© ſult of the councils of thoſe powers, who are more 
« nearly and immediately intereſted in the conſequen- 
* ces of this war, before your Majeſty makes any 
© final determination for your own conduct; no: 
« wondering, that the ſame prudence and precau- 
tion, the ſame concern and circumſpection, that 
© have guided and directed every ſtep hitherto taken 
in your Majeſty's happy and auſpicious reign, 
< ſhould now induce you to take time to examine the 
facts alledged on both fides, and to concert with 
© thoſe allies, who are under the fame engagement 
< with your Majeſty, without having taken part in 
the war, particularly the States General of the Uni. 
ted Provinces, ſuch meaſures, as ſhall be thought 
< moſt adviſeable for the common ſafety, and for re- 
© ſtoring the peace of Europe. 
That your Majeſty in all your tranſactions, 
© in this great and important affair, will have the 
* ſtricteſt regard to the honour and dignity of 
© your crown and kingdom, and to the true in- 
© tereſt of your people, is what not only your Ma- 
« jeſty*s royal aſſurances, but our happy experience 
© of all your Majeſty*s paſt conduct leave us no room 
to doubt. 5 
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And as we have an intire confidence in your 
« Majeſty's judgment to diſcern, and ſolicitude to 
« procure the welfare and intereſt of your ſubjects, 
« ſo your Majeſty may depend upon the effectual 
* ſupport, and ready aſſiſtance of your faithful Com- 
* mons in all ſuch meaſures, as your Majeſty ſhall 
© find it neceſſary to enter into for attaining and ſe- 
« curing theſe great ends. 

And we beg leave farther to aſſure your Ma- 
© jefty, that your Commons will make ſuch pro- 
© viſion for the ſafety of your kingdoms, as the 
© preſent ſituation of affairs, and exigency of the 
times require; ſuch proviſions as ſhall effectually 
* ſecure your Majeſty's kingdoms, rights, and poſ- 
* ſefſions, from all inſults and dangers, as ſhall pre- 


* ſerve the reſpect due to the Britiſb nation abroad, 


© and guard its ſafety at home; that not the leaſt 
* encouragement may be given to the deſperate 
views of thoſe, who never fail to flatter them- 
* ſelves with hopes of ſome advantage from pub- 
lic troubles, and diſorders, and of moleſting the 
* inſeparable intereſts of your Majeſty and your 
people. | * 
Such eſtimates and demands, as your Majeſty 
* ſhall think fit to lay before your Commons for the 
public ſervice, ſhall be immediately taken into our 
* conſideration; and your Majelty may depend on 
* our known zeal for raiſing ſuch ſupples, as ſhall be 
* neceflary and anſwerable to the preſent circumſtan- 
* ces, with our uſual cheartulneſs and approved fide- 
* ity, and a due regard both to the eaſe and intereſt 
* of our fellow- ſubjects. 

And that the public buſineſs may be diſpatched 
* with all proper expedition, and the preſent ſeſſion 
not protracted by any unneceſſary delays, we will 
* endeavour to avoid all heats and animoſitics, and to 
proceed with that unanimity, which the juſlice and 
* prudence of your Majeſty's mild and wiſe govern- 
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ment may expect and claim, and may give weight 


to our deliberations, and maintain the dignity of 
< Parliament.” 


Which addreſs being next day preſented by the 
houſe, his Majeſty was pleaſed to give the following 


anſwer, viz. 


Gentlemen, 


Tee my cans for chiovry dui, 


Navy debt. 


Dor to pay off 


fectionate, and loyal addreſs; and for the con- 
fidence you repoſe in me, which, you may be aſ- 
* ſured, ſhall always be employed for the honour of 
* mycrown, and the true intereſt of my people.” 


On Wedneſday the 23d of January, the houſe of 
Commons having reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, 
that a ſupply ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, they, 


among other accounts, ordered the following to be 
laid before them, via. 


An eſtimate of the debt of his Majeſty's navy, on 
the beads hereafter mentioned, as it ſtood De- 
cember 1732, vis, | 


J. J. FA J. 4. a, 


and diſcharge 
all thebills regiſtred |. 
on the courſe of the 5898360 
navy, for ſtores, c. 
ſupplied for the ſer- 
vice thereof, 


* 


7 


Carried over 898 360 


A, 1734. DEBATES. 269 
| "> "BR. 


Brought over 898360 

To pay off and 
diſcharge all the 
hills regiſtredon the 
aidcourſe, for pre- > 56811 
miums allowed by 
at of e 
on naval ſtores. | 

For freight of ten- 
ders, and for ſtores 
delivered into his 
Majeſty*syards,C&c. 
for which no bills > 208;x 
were made out on 
31, 1733. 2 
alſo to ſeveral bills 
of exchange. 

To his Majeſty's 
yards and rope- 
yards, for the ordi- 175564 17 2 
nary and extraordi- 
nary thereof. , 

To half-pay to 
ſea-officers, accord- | 
ing to an eſtabliſh- 19576 8 x 
ment made by his 
late Majeſty. 


— Ä 
Seamens wages. 
Due to the men 


unpaid on chebooks þ 8194 10 4 
of ſhips paid off. 


To ſnips on the 
ſea- pay on above- 232643 
lad Dec. 31. 


Carried over 240837 10 4 1171163 5 3 
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J. 8. J. Ss. d. 
b over 240837 10 4 1171163 53 


To diſcharge and) 
pay off all the bills 
enter'd in the courſe 
for pilotage, ſurge- 
— — 231 
ties to widows and 
orphans of men ſlain 
at ſea. 


7 


a —— 241088 10 L 


Victualling debt, as 
per eſtimate from 
thoſe commiſſioners. 


Due for ſhort al- 
lowance to thecom- 
anyof hisMajeſty*s 
Wine in — and 15665 13 
which have been 

paid off. 

For paying off all 
the bills entered on 576726 19 5 
their courſe, - 

For neceſſary mo- 2 
ney, extraordina 
neceſſary was: 7 T2 
and contingencies. 

To officers, work- 
men and labourers, 8 
employed at ſeveralc 9891 4 4 
ports. . 


— a 60260 14 0 6 


Carried over 2014859 10 3 


Hick 


. $ 


— 


3 
Sick 


| ducting the money 
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J. 4 4 
Brought over — 2014859 10 3 
dick and hurt, for the | 
debt of that office. 


Due for the 2 n 
and care of ſick and 
hurt ſeamen ſent a- 


hore from his Ma- > 


5316 O0 10 
jeſty fleet, and ins] 


tee tn. Mos 


tingencies relating 
to the ſaid ſervice. 
From whence, de- 


2020175 18 OL 


in the treaſurer's 146224 12 07 


hands as below, — — . 
The neat debt will be 1873951 O5 06 


Memorandum, There are remaining in the late and 
preſent treaſurer of the navy's hands, 
on December 31, 1733, in money, as 
undermentioned, and may be. rec-- 
koned towards ſatisfying the aforeſaid 
debt of the navy. 


In the hands of the truſtees for Mr. Hampden's eſtate. 


For ſeamen's wages. 25251 13 2 
For victuals. 629 9 6 
— 23881 O2 08 


In the hands of the Right Honourable Pat. Byng, Lord 

Viſcount Torrington. 
For wear and tear, 

and ordinary. F 13189 18 6 
For ſeamen's wages. 28077 1 5 
For victuals. 6373 39 

Carried over—47640 38 2 5881 02 8 

| For 
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Brought over 47640 3 8 2 588 1 g 
For ſick and hurt 2288 
ſeamen. r 3 
For ſeamens wa- 
ges to be applied as 
the ſervices ſhall re- 745 3 3 


quire, 


146224 12 7 


_ 


— 
— _— 


N. B. Received ſhort of the ſup- 


plies, Anno 1733. 7 460000 00 0 


Nienna tre- The ſame day it was reſolved by the ſaid houſe, 


ty called for- 


That an humble addreſs ſhould be preſented to his 
Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to give 
directions, that a copy of the treaty between his Ma- 
jeſty and the Emperor, concluded at Vienna in the 
year 1731, with the ſecret and ſeparate articles, and 
the States Generals act of concurrence to the ſame, 
ſhould be laid before the houſe ; and the ſaid addreſs 
being ordered to be preſented to his Majeſty by 
ſuch members of that houſe, as were of his Maje- 
ſty's moſt honourable privy council, 


Morion for Sir John Ruſhout, Bart. ſtood up, and, after a 
Wer baden ſhort ſpeech, moved, That an humble addreſs ſhould 


be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be pleaſed 
to give direction, that the letters and inſtructions 
ſent to his Majeſty*s miniſters at the courts of France 
and Spain, relating to the execution of the treaty of 
Seville, ſhould be laid before the houſe. Upon 
which motion there enſued a debate, in which the 
following gentlemen ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows, 
VIZ, - | 


Sl 


— 4; | 


>= 


Lay Lay * ** — < Ca Lad Cad Lay LS LS Lay -- A 
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Sir William Yonge. I do not ſtand up, Sir, to lin 
« ſay any thing againſt the power which this houſe ſpeech. 


has, of calling for whatever papers they may think 
« neceſſary to give them proper lights into any af- 
© fair they are about to have under their conſidera- 
tion: That the houſe has ſuch a power, is what I 
believe no gentleman will deny; but then every 
« gentleman muſt grant, that this power ought to 
© be uſed with great caution and diſcretion z no pa- 
pers ought to be called for, but thoſe which pro- 
« perly relate to the affair in hand, and without 
which it would be impoſſible to underſtand fully 
© and clearly what we are to be about. It has been 
© reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty to order a copy of 
© the treaty of Vienna to be laid before us, but I 
cannot apprehend what connexion there is, or can 
© be, between that treaty and the letters and inſtruc- 
tions ſent to our miniſters at the courts of France 
and Spain, relating to the treaty of Seville, Can 
* it be ſuppoſed that thoſe letters and inſtructions 
© have any relation or concern with a treaty after- 
* wards concluded with the Emperor, who was not 
gat that time in good terms with either of the other 
© two courts ? As all ſuch negotiations are carried on 
in the moſt ſecret manner poſſible, it cennot, in 
* my opinion, be ſuppoſed, that our miniſters either 
* at the court of France or Spain, knew any thing 
d of thoſe negotiations at Vienna, which ſo happily 
© ended in that treaty z and therefore it is impoſſible 
to ſuppoſe, that we can, from the letters and in- 
ſtructions ſent to them, receive any light or infor- 
mation, with reſpect to the treaty of Vienna now 
called for. 

But granting, Sir, that ſome poſſible connexion 
might be found out, between the treaty of Vienna 
and the letters and inſtructions which the honoura- 
* ble gentleman has been pleaſed to move for, yet 
there is another rule to be obſerved in the uſing of 
that power, which this houſe has ofcalling for papers 

Vol. XI, * * which 
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which in the preſent caſe will be an effectual bar 
to the motion : Though this houſe has a power 
of calling for papers, yer we ought in no caſe t 
call for thoſe papers which may contain ſecrets, th: 
publiſhing whereof might be of a ſignal difadvan. 
tage to the common-wealth : I beheve it will he 
granted, that a ſecret communicated once to this 
houſe, is in great danger of not remaining long a 


ſecret : It was never known, that a ſecret was long | 


kept by any ſuch numerous aſſembly, and there. 
fore we ought to be extremely cautious, and never 
call for any papers which may contain ſuch ſecrets, 
For my own part, I do not pretend to know the 
nature of thoſe inſtructions or letters, but it iscer- 
tain that ſome of them may contain ſomething 
not proper to be publiſhed to the world at this 
juncture ; the publiſhing of it might, perhaps, o- 
pen old ſores, and give offence to ſome of thoſe 
powers, with vihom we have at preſent a good 


underſtanding, by which his Majeſty's negotiat. 


ons for reſtoring the tranquility of Europe, might 
be very much embarraſſed, perhaps rendered in- 
tirely fruitleſs ; and therefore, I cannot but think, 


that any ſuch general call for papers is now, and 


* Ye IE 5 1 WY THE Wd WAY KEE 


always will be, of dangerous conſequence, 
If this houſe ſhould at any time hereafter re- 


ſolve to take the treaty of Seville into their conli | 


deration, when that day comes, if any gentleman 
of this houſe can then lay his. finger on any parti. 
cular paper, which he thinks may be neceſſary for 
the information of the houſe, he may then move 
for it, and the houſe may, if they think proper, 
agree to ſuch a motion; but to make ſuch a gene- 
ral motion as the preſent, to call for all the letters 
and inſtructions ſent to our miniſters at thoſe two 
courts in general, I think moſt improper and ir- 
regular, and therefore, I ſhall give my negative 
to it. | 


. 


Si 
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Sir William Wyndham. Sir, notwithſtanding $ 774m 


© what the honourable gentleman, who ſpoke laſt, ſpeech | 
© has ſaid, I cannot help being of opinion, that the 
motion made by my honourable friend is regular, 
* and that the papers he has called for are ſuch as 
«© muſt neceſſarily tend to give the houſe a great deal 
© of information, not only with relation to the trea- 
© ty of Seville, but likewiſe, with relation to the 
treaty which we ſhall ſoon have, I hope, laid be- 
fore us, in purſuance of the reſolution we have juſt 
© now come to, and therefore I take it to be as pro- 
per now, as it can be when the day comes which 
the gentleman ſpeaks of. 

As to any ſecret which may be contained in the 
papers called for, and which it would not be pro- 
per at preſent to publiſh to the world, that can 
be no argument againſt the motion; becauſe it that 
* ſhould happen to be the caſe, his Majeſty would 
* communicate to us none but ſuch as contained no 
© ſuch ſecrets, and in his anſwer to our addreſs would 
* acquaint us, that the other letters or inſtructions 
* contained ſuch ſecrets as were not proper to be re- 
vealed at preſent; this would de a proper anſwer 
from his Majeſty, and ſuch an anſwer as this houſe 


e. vould certainly reſt ſatisfied with, unleſs ſome 
al. very ſtrong reaſons appeared to the contrary: Bat, 
1 Sir, this is an anſwer which ought not to be taken 
. from any other erſon but his Majeſty : It is below 
for WI © tbe dignity of this houſe to take it from any other; 
de it is what no member of this houſe ought ſo much 
er 35 to inſinuate; for any ſuch inſinuation, 1s offer- 
5 ing an indignity to the crown, becauſe it ſeems to 


des be a dictating to his Majeſty, and preſcribing to 
wo kim what anſwer he is to make to the addreſs of 
ir. this houſe, The gentleman ſpoke of opening old 
ive . bree, and that the e. of thoſe papers 
might give offence to ſome of thoſe powers we are 

WH ow in friendſhip with: This ſeems to be a very 
ce extraordinary reaſon againſt the motion; for I am 
2 ſure 
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ſure this reaſon will hold equally good again call. 


ing for any treaty, or any paper relating to our 
foreign negotiations; and I can ſee no difference 
between denying that the houſe has a power to call 
for any papers, and making uſe of an argument, 
which, if allowed, would render that power alto. 
gether ineffectual: But, Sir, I would gladly knoy 
what prince, what ſtate there 1s now in Europe, 
whom we have not diſobliged and fallen out with 
by turns; and ſhall it be faid, that the publiſhing 
of thoſe negotiations, which we carried on while 
« we were at enmity, or at leaſt, not in a cordial 
« friendſhip with them, will open thoſe ſores which 
« were intirely healed up by a new treaty afterwards 
concluded with them? Does not every gentleman 
« ſee, that this argument ſtrikes againſt this houſe 
ever deſiring to have any foreign treaty or nege- 
« tiation laid before them, except ſuch as have been 
before publiſhed to the world? 

As to the connexion between the papers noy 


VVV 


moved for, and the treaty juſt before called for, i 


is, in my opinion, evident: For what end have 
< we called for a copy of the treaty of Vienna? 
* What are we to conſider of, when we enter into 
< the conſideration of that treaty? Are we not to 


« conſider, whether it was for the benefit of this na- 


tion or not? And how ſhall we determine this, 
< without knowing the circumſtances, or thoſe af. 
„fairs which made it neceſſary for us to conclude 
ſuch a burdenſome treaty ? It is well known, that 
by that treaty we entered into very great engage- 
ments; engagements, which, if punctually per- 
formed, may coſt this nation infinite ſums of mo- 
* ney; and engagements which we certainly ought 
not to have entered into, if the public tranquillity 
* could have been eſtabliſhed at any cheaper rate. 
« Is it to be preſumed, that the impoſſibility which 
+ was found of carrying the treaty of Seville into 

© EXECUTION 
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« execution, without involving ourſeives and all 
Europe in a bloody war, was what made it neceſ- 
« fary for us to agree to thoſe engagements contain- 
ed in the treaty of Vienna; and how is it poſſible 
for us to determine, whether or no there was an 
impoſſibility of carrying the treaty of Seville into 
© execution, without having all thoſe papers firſt 
© laid before us, which relate to the execution of 
* that treaty ? It was, I remember, when firſt con- 
* cluded, a treaty that was much bragged of by 
* the friends of the gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and 
© if it was ſo good a thing, I cannot find out why 
* he or his friends ſhould be ſo fond of keeping ſe- 
© cret either the means by which it was obtained, or 
the methods that were afterwards uſed for carrying 
it into execution, As to the means by which that 
© treaty was obtained, they may not perhaps relate 
much to the treaty of Vienna; but as to the me- 
thods uſed for carrying it into execution, the laſt 
* of which was the treaty of Vienna, every man 
* muſt ſee the connexion, and therefore, every man 
* muſt be convinced, that it is neceſſary for us to 
* have the papers now moved for laid before us, be- 
fore we can properly take the treaty of Vienna into 
* our conſideration. 

* His Majeſty, Sir, in his ſpeech from the throne, 
* recommends the preſent ſituation of affairs to the 
* conſideration of Parliament, he recommends it to 
* us thoroughly to weigh and conſider all circum- 
* ſtances before we come to a final determination 
but if ſuch things as are neceſſary for our informa- 
tion, are, when called for, refuſed by thoſe in pow- 
er, how is it poſſible for us to anſwer his Maje- 
ſty's expectations? It muſt be owned, that we have, 
* of late years, been in very odd circumſtances ; 
and our preſent ſituation may, perhaps, in the 
opinion of many, be owing, in ſome meaſure, to 
the miſmanagement of thoſe in the adminiſtration 
* Iſhall not ſay, it is ſo, but if this be not the _ 
1 . 
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I can ſee no reaſon for refuſing the papers now 
called for; and if this be really the caſe, it ought 
certainly to be inquired into, and the papers now 
called for, as well as a great many others, muſt 
neceſſarily be laid before us, in order to enable us 
to make a proper inquiry, and to apply proper 
< remedies for thoſe evils, which the nation labours 
under at preſent. Upon the whole, Sir, as I ſaid 
at firſt, I think the motion now made to us moſt 
regular, I think it is abſolutely neceſſary for us to 
have thoſe papers laid before us; for without them, 
I am ſure, the reſolution we have juſt now come 
© to, can be of no effect, and therefore I hope the 
© houſe will agree to the motion.” 


Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, © I ſtand up, 
Sir, to agree in ſome part with the honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt : If we are at preſent in 
any unhappy ſituation, and if it be but thought, 
by any gentleman in this houſe, that that ſituation 
is in any way owing to the miſmanagement of 
thoſe in the adminiſtration, in my opinion, who- 
ever thinks ſo, ought to move for this houſe's go- 
ing into ſuch an inquiry; they ought to move for 
the houſe to go into a committee upon the ſtate 
of the nation, and upon the foot of ſuch an in- 
quiry, I will willingly join iſſue with che honoura- 
ble gentleman, or any other gentleman in this 
houſe : Whenever the houſe ſhall pleaſe to reſolve 
upon going into ſuch a committee, I promiſe, that 
in ſo far as lies in my power, nothing ſhall be re- 
fuſed, that is thought proper or neceſſary for gi- 
ving the houſe all 'the information that can be 
wiſhed or deſired ; but as that time is not yet come, 
< I muſt think, that the motion now under our con- 

ſideration is very irregular, and ſeems calculated 
rather for giving gentlemen an opportunity of de- 

< claiming againſt thoſe, who have the honour to 

* ſerve the crown, than for procuring any proper in- 

is NE « formation 


f. ß 5 BY 1 2 BY wn Og BY TY OE, id alas 


JJ... V NA 4A A Wu mw .ack- 


* 1, Fu oy 


Gn awo©o$£s  XvcYx = Xa © #*=& fmt cle as A£ a. ou a 


W. EF Tx: Eu was ur Tre TY * 


A. 1734. DEBATES. 279 


« formation for the houſe, or any advantage for the 

country. | 
It is uſual, Sir, for ſome people to make mo- 

tions, rather to fix unpopular things on others, than 

to have any information for themſelves : They [ 

make motions in order to make a figure in the 

votes, which are ſent to all parts of the nation, and | 

© to ſerve ſome particular ends of their own : When 

© a negative is put upon any ſuch motion, they are 

© then ready to cry out, we would have relieved * 

© you, we would have extricated you from all the 

« difficulties you labour under, but we were by pow- 

© er denied the means of doing it. This, Sir, is a 

piece of management, it is a ſort of parliamentary 

© play, which has always been practiſed by thoſe 


Lay 


** 


GT nn * 
- 


* who oppoſe the meaſures of the adminiſtration ; 
c © I remember it as long I remember Parliaments, 
n * and have by my own experience been acquainted 
, with it: I can remember motions made with no 


other view, but to have a negative put upon them; 
© and particularly, at the beginning of a ſeſſion, the 
language among ſuch gentlemen has always been, 
ve muſt attack them, we mult give them no reſt, 


2 — 7 ²ĩ es 
* 1 * 
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This I ſay, Sir, has been always the common 


Jr but make motion after motion; if they agree in 4 
le © any motion we make, it will diſtreſs them, and 2 
n. eff they put a negative upon every one, it will br 
: render them odious among the people. i 
US 5 
ve practice of thoſe who are reſolved, at any rate, to | 
lat © oppoſe the adminiſtration ; but I muſt take notice, 
ſe- © that to ſay, that any motion in Parliament is re- 
2 fuſed by power, is, in my opinion, a very unpar- 
c 


liamentary way of ſpeaking ; when any motion is 


ne, made, every gentleman is at liberty to debate with 

On. freedom upon it, and to agree or diſagree, as he 

" thinks reaſonable; if it be rejected, it muſt be by a 
e- 0 


majority of the houſe, and becomes an act of this 
r (0 * houſe, and to ſay, that what is the act of the houſe 
„ © is 
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is an act of power, is not, I think, ſpeaking in the 
language of Parliament. | 

© I ſhall likewiſe agree with the honourable gen- 
* tleman, that when any papers are moved to be 
called for, the houſe is not to be told by any mem- 
ber, or any but his Majeſty, that ſuch papers con- 
* tain ſecrets which muſt not yet be diſcovered ; but 
I hope the gentleman will agree with me, that it 
is below the dignity of this houſe to preſent inſig- 
* nificantaddrefles to his Majeſty ; we are not to de- 
* ſire of his Majeſty what evidently, and at firſt ſight, 
appears to be ſuch as his Majeſty cannot comply 
* with; and therefore when a motion for any ſuch 
© addreſs is made, any gentleman of the houſe may, 
* nay, he ought, if he thinks ſo, to riſe up and ſhew 
to the houſe, that what is deſired by the addreſs mo- 
ved for, is of ſuch a nature, that his Majeſty can- 
not comply with it; and this I take to be the caſe 
no before us. In moſt public negotiations there 
are ſome things may happen which ought never to 
© be revealed; in every negotiation there are, I be- 
lieve, ſome things do happen, which ought not to 
© be publiſhed to the world for a great many years 
after; and therefore it muſt be very irregular to 
deſire his Majeſty to lay before this houſe: that is, 
© to publiſh to the world, all the letters and inſtruc- 


tions relating to a negotiation, which happened but | 


a very few years ago. 


Gentlemen may aſſign what cauſes they pleaſe | 


for the treaty of Vienna; but when that treaty comes 
© to be conſidered by this houſe, I believe it will ap- 
< pear, that we thereby entered into no extraordina- 
* ry or burdenſome engagements ; it will appear, 
< I beheve, that we are not thereby obliged to do 
* any thing, but what we were by the nature of 
things, and by the circumſtances of the affairs of 
Europe, obliged to do, if no ſuch treaty had ever 
* been made. If this ſhould appear, it will then be 


< certain, that what the honourable gentleman was 


l pleaſed 
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pleaſed to mention, was not the true cauſe, or the 
only foundation of the treaty of Vienna; ſo that 
till this houſe has entered into the conſideration of 
the treaty of Vienna, and has found that the en- 
gagements thereby entered into, were ſuch as we 
ought not to have taken upon us, if there was any 
other way left of carrying the treaty of Seville into 
execution, without entering into a war; till ſuch 
time, I ſay, it cannot ſo much as be pretended, that 
there is any connexion between the letters and in- 
ſtructions relating to the execution of the treaty of 
Seville, and the treaty of Vienna, now reſolv'd to be 
called for; and therefore, till that time, the mo- 
tion now before us cannot be a proper or a regular 
motion. 
Before I conclude, Sir, I muſt take notice, that 
the way which ſome gentlemen have got into, of 
making panegyrics, and praiſing the miniſters for 
their great and profound wiſdom, by way of irony 
at one time, and at other times calling names, ſuch 
as a cowardly adminiſtration, a wheeling, ſhifting 
miniſtry ; (though by the by I never underſtood 
the preſent to be a ſhifting adminiſtration, for, as 
I take it, the great quarrel among us 1s, that the 
adminiſtration has not been ſhifred) ſuch a way, 
I fay, Sir, is a method of ſpeaking which very ill 
becomes any member of this houſe. Though I 
cannot agree with gentlemen who ſay, that this 
nation is at preſent in ſo unhappy a ſituation, yet 
I muſt grant, that the affairs of Europe are not at 
preſent in a very happy ſituation ; and if the errors 
or miſmanagement of any of the adminiſtration 
here, has contributed in the leaſt to the preſent 
poſture of the affairs of Europe, I muſt think that 
they very little deſerve to ſerve the crown: But 
really, by ſome gentlemen's way of talking, one 
would imagine that the miniſters of England were 
the miniſters of Europe, or that madneſs and folly 
reigned at this court, and that the moſt profound. 
wiſdom 
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* wiſdom prevailed at all others: If any unforeſcen 
« accidents abroad, if the ambition of any foreign 
Prince, or the miſconduct of any foreign court, 
produces any untoward effects, or occaſions any 
troubles or commotions in Europe, the miniſters of 
England are immediately loaded with the whole; 
© 1t is they that have done the miſchief, and they 
« muſt anſwer for it. This, Sir, is a way of treat- 
ing thoſe who have the honour to ſerve the crown, 
* which to me really ſeems neither candid nor juſt: 
However, I ſhall trouble you no farther, but only 
to declare, that I ſhall be againſt the motion 


which the honourable gentleman. has been pleaſed 
to make.“ 


William Shippen, Eſq; Sir, as the honourable 
« gentleman who ſpoke laſt, has made grievous com- 
« plaints of the treatment he and his friends reccive 
from other gentlemen, I am a good deal ſurpriſed 
that he ſhould at the ſame time, fall into that very 
error which he ſo much complains of in others; 
for to ſay that gentlemen make motions, only for 
the fake of having an opportunity to dechum 
* againſt thoſe in the adminiſtration, or for the ſake 
of making a figure in the votes, is language, in 
my opinion, as unparliamentary, and treating gen- 
tlemen with as little candour, as what he has blam'd 
others for. 

I muſt ſay, Sir, that it ſeems to be a very dif- 
ficult matter to know how to pleaſe thoſe great 
men in the adminiſtration ; for I find that when 
any encomiums are made upon them, when any 
thing is ſaid in praiſe of their meaſures, they im- 
< mediately take it to be meant by way of-irony ; 
and if any gentleman happens to give them any 
names which may ſeem to be a little harſh, that, 
they underſtand exactly as it is ſpoke, and com- 
plain that gentlemen do not treat them in a parlia- 
* mentary way: But, Sir, whatever other gentle- 

men 
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* men may do, I am none of thoſe who have be- 
beſtow'd panegyrics either upon the preſent or 
upon any adminiſtration, and I hope I never was, 
NOT ever ſhall be guilty of calling names. Perhaps 
the hon. gentleman may diſlike thoſe names, 
which he pretends have been given to him in this 
houſe 3 whether 1t be parliamentary language or 
no I ſhall not determine, but I muſt tell him, that 
lit is very ſoft and pleaſant language, when com- 

ared with that of the people of England: Were 

0 to hear them ſpeak, he would hear them ſpeak 
in a ſtile very different from that uſed at court, 
or even in this houſe; and I believe it would be 
for his advantage, to give a little more attention 
to the plain language of thoſe he looks on to be 
none of his friends, than to the ſoothing flatteries 
of his creatures and paraſites about him. 

Sir, gentlemen may make themſelves merry, 
but what I have ſaid may, perhaps, when it is too 
© ate, be found to be true; and whatever the ho- 
* nourable gentleman and his friends may pretend to 
* think of the preſent motion, I muſt be of opinion, 
that it is not only reaionable, but that it is a natu- 
ral conſequence of what was immediately before 
* mov*d and agreed to; and therefore I hope this 
* houſe will act ſo conſiſtently with itſelf, as to 
* agree to the preſent motion likewiſe. What in- 
* formation we may get from the papers mov*d for, 
* with regard to the treaty of Vienna, the gentleman 
* who has ſeen them can belt tell; but as that treaty 

was the immediate conſequence of the negotiations 
relating to the execution of the treaty of Seville, I 
muſt think that the journal of thoſe negotiations 
will afford us ſome light, with regard to that trea- 
ty which immediately followed; and therefore I 
; hope the gentleman will excuſe me for not taking 

* 1t upon his word, that the papers called for, can 

have no manner of connexion with the treaty 
* which 


0 
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which we ſeem now reſolved to take into conſide- 
ration,” 


William Pulteney, Eſq; Sir, I ſtand up now, as 
I have been obliged to do upon many other oc- 
caſions, to aſſert the rights and the privileges of 
this houſe ; we have not only a right to call for 
what papers we think neceſſary for our informa- 
tion, but we have a right to have the papers ſo 
called for laid before us. The hon. gentleman on 
the floor, ſeems highly offended at an expreſſion 
which dropt from my hon. friend by me. I will 
agree with him, that this houſe may or may not 
agree with the preſent, or with any other motion 
that ſhall hereafter be made by any gentleman in 
this houſe : This 1s a privilege which I hope ſhall 
always be preſerved, not only in ſhow but in rea- 
lity: I hope no gentleman ſhall ever attain to ſuch 
a power as to have a majority in this houſe, al- 
ways ready to approve of what he pleaſes to pro- 
poſe 3 and I will likewiſe agree with him in this, 
that when any motion is rejected by a majority, it 
then becomes an act of the houſe, in which every 
gentleman muſt acquieſce ; but I hope he will 
agree with me, that till the queſtion is put upon 
any motion, and the opinion of the houſe taken 
upon it, it does not till then become an act of the 
houſe : Now, as no queſtion has yet been put 
upon the preſent motion, and as it has yet been 
oppoſed only by thoſe who are immediately con- 
cerned in the adminiſtration, I think it may very 
properly be ſaid, that what has been aſked has 
been refuſed by power, or at leaſt by thoſe in 
< power, 

The gentlemen who oppoſed this motion are 
© forced to acknowledge, that this houſe has a power 
of calling for what papers we pleaſe, but then, 
* ſay they, you ought not to call for the 275 re- 
« lating 
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© lating to any foreign negotiation, becauſe all ſuch 
papers muſt contain ſecrets which ought not to be 
publiſhed to the world. Is not this, Sir, ſaying 
« and unſaying in the ſame breath? You may call 
for what papers you pleaſe, but you muſt not call 
for the papers relating to any foreign negotiation, 
© becauſe the addreſſing for ſuch appears, at firſt 
« ſight, to be ſuch an addreſs as his Majeſty cannot 
comply with. Sir, I ſay, that when this houſe 
finds it neceſſary, they may call for all the papers 
relating to any negotiation whatever, and may in- 
« fiſt upon having all of them laid before the houſe. 
Do not we know, that upon ſuch occaſions we name 
* a ſecret and ſelect committee, to inſpect ſuch pa- 
pers, and to report what they find in them re- 
; 1 to the affair under our conſideration; and I 
hope, Sir, we ſhall always have in this houſe ten 
0 © or a dozen of gentlemen, as capable to diſtinguiſh 
| * what ought to be kept ſecret, and as capable to 
keep thoſe ſecrets, as any ſecretary or other mi- 
© niſter of ſtate, that is or ever ſhall be in this na- 
tion. 
I am really, Sir, ſurpriſed to hear gentlemen 
1 pretend, that there is no connexion between the 
negotiations for carrying the treaty of Seville into 
© execution, and the treaty of Vienna; when by that 
1 very treaty of Vienna the treaty of Seville was ac- 
g * tually carried into execution. It is plain to the 
* whole world, that the treaty of Vienna was the 
* laſt negotiation ſet on foot for carrying the treaty 


rf * of Seville into execution; and in order to judge of 
N * this laſt negotiation, we only deſire to ſee the pa- 
* pers relating to the preceding negotiations, which 
1 vere carried on for that ſame purpoſe. It may, 

for what I know, be true, that by the treaty of 
wi * Vienna we entered into no engagements, but ſuch 
58 * as we were obliged to by the nature of things, 
nag and the circumſtances of the affairs of Europe; but 
it muſt ſurely be granted, that an expreſs ſtipula- 
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tion is more binding than a natural obligation, and 
that no prudent man will confirm a natural obli- 
« gation by an expreſs ſtipulation, unleſs he has ſome 
very good conſideration for ſo doing: If we had 
entered into no expreſs engagements, we would 
have left our poſterity in the ſame caſe we were in 
< ourſelves; they might then have judged as well 
as we, by the nature of things, and the circum- 
« ſtances of the affairs of Europe, as they ſhould then 
© have appeared to them; but now they are pin- 
© ned down, they muſt judge only by the terms of 
the treaty which we have made for them; and 
though the nature of things, and the circum- 
© ſtances of Europe ſhould be intirely alter'd, it will, 
< without doubt, be inſiſted on, that they ought to 
perform thoſe engagements we have ſubjected them 
"0. 

The hon. gentleman ſaid, that if the nation was 
in an unhappy ſituation, and if that ſituation was 
* owing to any miſmanagement at home, it ought 
to be inquired into, and that on the foot of ſuch 
an inquiry, he was ready to join iſſue with any gen- 
« tleman in this houſe : On that foot, Sir, I am ready 
< to join iſſue with him: To me there is nothing 
appears more certain, than that we are in a moſt 
lamentable and calamitous ſituation ; and even from 
the lights I have already, I am convinced, beyond 
all doubt, that our preſent ſituation is owing to the 
« miſmanagement of thoſe at home: It may, I be- 
lieve, be proved, to the ſatisfaction of every un- 
biaſſed perſon; but I muſt ſay, that if the hon. gen- 
< tleman's opinion prevails in the preſent debate, he 
js taking a very elfectual method to prevent its be- 
ing in the power of any gentleman to bring proofs 
of what I have now aſſerted: While he is poſſeſ- 
ſed of all or moſt of the materials neceſſary for ſuch 
a proof, it is an eaſy matter firſt to deny gentle- 
men any accels to them, and then to throw out a 
« defiance ; but this will not, I hope, be in his power; 

| « I hope 
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* I hope the houſe will, in the preſent queſtion, 
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join with me in opinion, that it is abſolutely neceſ- 
fary for us to have the papers now called for laid 
before us. 
« I would gladly know, how 1t 1s poſſible for the 
Parliament to give the nation any relief in its pre- 
ſent melancholy circumſtances, if we are denied 
acceſs to thoſe particulars from which only we can 
know what our preſent ſituation is. If the que- 
ſtion ſhould come before us, whether or no we 
ought to take any part in the preſent war; Can 
we paſs any judgment upon ſuch a queſtion, with- 
out firſt knowing how we ſtand engaged to the ſe- 
veral powers abroad? And can we know any thing 
of this, without firſt examining the many treaties 
and negotiations which have been carried on of 
late years? If we are to take no part in the war, 
we muſt provide for the ſafety of the nation; how 
can we do this properly, and as it ought to be 
done? How can we judge of the eſtimates that are 
to be laid before us for that end, without knowing 
what danger the nation 1s in? And how can we 
know our danger, without knowing how we ſtand 
with reſpect to our foreign alliances and engage- 
ments? For thoſe ends, Sir, we mult have not 
only the papers now moved for, but, in my opi- 
nion, a great many others will be neceſſary, in 
order to give us thoſe lights which we ought cer- 
tainly to * 
As I have ſaid before, Sir, even as things now 
appear to me, all that has happened is the work 
of our own hands; the weakneſs of thoſe whom 
many already look upon as our friends, and the 
ſtrength of their enemies, is all of our own doing : 
Gentlemen were told of it at the time when thoſe 
tranſactions were carrying on, but they were too 
wiſe to liſten to advice, When the whole chain 
and ſeries of our management for ſeveral years paſt, 
comes to be impartially looked into, waat I _ 
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« ſay will be found to be true: Certain cauſes wil 
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be found producing certain effects; theſe effec; 
afterwards becoming cauſes, and producing other 
effects, till at laſt we have arrived at the miſerable 


ſtate we are now in; but theſe are matters which 


I hope will ſoon come to be more fully opened, 
and clearly ſtated to this houſe. 

The hon. gentleman ſaid, that motions were of. 
ten made with. no other view but to have negatives 
put upon them; if that be the caſe, as to the pre. 
ſent motion, the gentleman and his friends may 
eaſily- diſappoint us of the negative we are ſup- 
poſed to expect; and I wiſh, with all my heart, 
that the gentleman would give himſelf the plea- 
ſure of diſappointing me and ſome other gentle. 
men, the obliging of whom did never, I am per- 
ſuaded, yield him any great delight. 


Foſeph D- Auvers, Eſq; member for Bramber in 


Suſſex. . * Sir, T am intirely againſt your queſtion; 


. 
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I think it a moſt unreaſonable propoſition ; and! 
muſt ſay, that, in my opinion, it would be al- 
together as right and as dutiful in us, to addres 
his Majeſty to bring his cabinet, with all the paper 
in it, and lay it upon the table, or upon the floor 
of this houſe, to be peruſed by the members. An 
honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt but one, 
talked of the language of the people of England, 
and ſeem*d to inſinuate, as if they abuſed and railed 
at the miniſtry. As to that, Sir, I have been, 
ſince laſt ſeſſion, in ſeveral counties of Exglani, 
and have converſed with people of different par- 
ties, and I never heard any man reproach the mi- 
niſtry ; on the-contrary, they ſeemed all to think, 
that the only diſpute among us here was, who 
ſhould be miniſter ; and as this is a diſpute which 
the generality of the people of England are no way 


concerned in, gentlemen are much miſtaken, it 


| « they 
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they imagine that the people of England trouble 
© their heads about it.“ 


The queſtion was then put upon the motion, 
and upon a diviſion carried in the negative, 195 
to 104. 
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On Friday the 25th of January, Samuel Sandys, Motion for 


Eq; ſtood up, and ſpoke to the following effect, 
viz, * Sir, as we have been told, not only upon 
the occaſion of our addreſs in anſwer to his Ma- 
jeſty's ſpeech from the throne, but have likewiſe 
© heard, from gentlemen in a late debate, that the 
principal cauſes of the war now carrying on in Eu- 
* rope, proceeded from thoſe obſtructions which were 
* thrown in the way at the late election of a King of 
Poland; I ſhall therefore beg leave to move, that 
an humble addreſs ſhould be preſented to his 
* Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
give direction, that the ſeveral inſtructions to Mr. 
* Woodward, his Majeſty's miniſter in Poland, in the 
year 1729, ſhould be laid before the houſe. 

* It is very well known, Sir, that the late King 
© of Poland was at that time in a bad ſtat: of health, 
ſo bad that even his life was deſpair'd of, and there- 
fore we need not doubt, but that there were ſome 
* meaſures then laid down for regulating, or at leaſt 
influencing the election of a new King: As we 
had a miniſter there at that time, it is as little to 
© be doubted, but that we were at leaſt conſulted, 
perhaps, by all parties concerned; we had a right 
to intermeddle, becauſe there are, I believe, ſome 
' treaties ſubſiſting between us and the republic of 
Poland; and we were certainly — in that 
great event, becauſe of the extenſive trade carried on 
* by our ſubjects in that fruitful kingdom : *Tis true, 
the then King of Poland happen'd to live for a few 


years after; but it is probable that the meaſures 


then agreed on were much the ſame with thoſe 
XI U e 6 which 
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« which have been ſince purſued ; or at leaſt that 
the meaſures then concerted, very much influenced 
< ſome of thofe meaſures which have been ſince car- 
< ried into execution: For this reaſon I ſhould be 
glad to ſee, and I think it is abſolutely neceſſary 
for this houſe to ſee the inſtructions at leaſt, 
© that were ſent to our miniſters at that time, before 
ve can determine any thing as to the ſtate in 
© which we ſtand at preſent, with reſpect to the 
* war now unhappily begun in Europe, and there- 
fore I have taken the liberty to make you this mo- 
tion, which I hope the houſe will agree to.“ 


This motion being ſeconded by Mr. Chetwind, 
there enſued _ it a debate, in which the following 
gentlemen ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows, viz. 


Henry Pelham, Eſq; Sir, the motion now made 
by the worthy gentleman, can, in my opinion, bear 
but a very ſhort debate. For my own part, I real- 
« ly think it a moſt improper motion, nor can I ap- 
. =] what the gentleman means by going ſo 
far back as the year 1729. I do not indeed re- 
member any thing of the King of Poland*s bad ſtate 
of health at that time; but let that be as it will, it 
is certain, that if he was then indiſpoſed, he reco- 
vered of that indiſpoſition, and did live for a long 
time after in a ſtate of perfect health; and even 


when he did die, I believe it will be granted, that, } 


- but a very few days before his death happen'd, he 
was 1n as good a ſtate of health, and as likely to 
live as moſt men of his age in Europe. 

I wiſh, Sir, as has been wiſhed in a former de- 
bate, that gentlemen would be ſo candid as to de- 
clare what they really intend by ſuch motions 3 
they have made of late : If they would once fairly 
tell what they mean, we might form ſome judg- 


ment, whether what they aſked for was rr 
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© for attaining the ends they propoſe, and in that 
© caſe, if any thing neceſſary or reaſonable ſhould 
© be refuſed them, they would then have ſome juſt 
ground of complaint; but thus to move, day 
« after day, for all letters, all inſtructions, ſent to his 
« Majeſty's miniſters at the ſeveral courts of Europe 
in general, is a method of proceeding altogether 
© new in this houſe ; and if theſe motions were com- 
« plied with, I can fee nothing they could poſſibly 
tend to, but to the increaſing of thoſe troubles 
and commotions which are already begun in Eu- 
rope: This would, as I take it, be one of the cer- 
© tain conſequences of the motion now made to us, 
© and therefore, as a perſon no way concern'd in the 
* adminiſtration, but as a member of this houſe, I 
© ſhall heartily give my negative to the queſtion. 


Horatio Walpole, Eſq; Sir, after what has been bir, K 


pole's ſpeech 


* ſaid by my honourable friend, it may, perhaps, 
be thought, that I give both this houſe and mylelk 
* unneceſſary trouble, in urging any thing farther 
© againſt the queſtion now before us. If we ſhould 
* agree to this motion, it would, in my opinion, be 
© ſhewing a very great diſreſpect to his Majeſty ; for 
* as his Majeſty has, in his ſpeech from the throne, 
* aſſured us, that he had no ſhare in thoſe meaſures 


© which have occaſioned the preſent war, other than 


* by his good offices; and as this motion, if it means 
any thing, means to inſinuate, that his Majeſty 
has had a ſhare in the late tranſactions relating to 
the election of a King of Poland; our agreeing to 
it, would plainly be, to tell his Majeſty that we 
ſuſpect he has had a very great ſhare in thoſe mea- 
© ſures which gave occaſion to the preſent war; 
and therefore, Sir, I muſt ſay, this I have a 
better opinion of this ' houſe, than to believe 
that they will ever agree to a motion ſo in- 
* conſiſtent with that duty and reſpect, which we 
U 2 | 
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have expreſſed in our addreſs of thanks to his Ma- 
jeſty. | 


There are ſome gentlemen, Sir, who ſeem to 


have laid it down as a principle, that every thing 
that's wrong, happen in what corner of Europe it 


will, muſt be owing to the miſmanagement of the 


' miniſters of Great Britain, and thoſe gentlemen do 


all they can to perſuade other people to think in 


the ſame manner; but to imagine, that if any 


wrong ſteps have been made by any power in Eu- 
rope, with regard to the election of a King of Po- 
land, they mult be owing to the miſconduct of our 


* miniſters, or to imagine, that any inſtructions given 
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to our miniſter in Poland in the year 1729, can 
have any relation to what has lately happen'd either 
in that or any other kingdom in Europe, has really 
ſomething ſo ridiculous in it, that I can hardly be- 
lieve the gentleman was in earneft, when he made 
the motion. From ſuch motions it may be expect. 
ed, that in a few days ſome gentleman will rite up, 
and move for the inſtructions ſent to the Lord Kin- 
nowle, at Conſtantinople, in order to prove from 
them, that the defeat given to the Baſhaw Topal 
Oſman, by the Perfian general Kouli Kan, was 
owing to the miniſtry here. 


The ſame gentlemen have of late pretended to 


be very artful and dextrous, not only in diſcovering 
the hidden cauſes of things paſt, but in propheſy- 


ing and foretelling future events. I have lately 


ſeen a pamphlet, which was, I ſuppoſe, wrote by 
one of — prophetic gentlemen; but J am afraid 
they, like all other falſe prophets, will very ſoon 
come to loſe credit, even among thoſe who are at 
preſent their moſt implicit believers. When any 
event has actually come ta paſs, they cry, O! this 
we told you long ago, and thus they pretend to 
have foretold every great event that has lately hap- 
pened in Europe z but I would gladly aſk them, 


where or when any of them have propheſied, what 


« potentat?, 


JJ... CCC ̃ HL FR Me Fe WT ME _ 


A.1734 DEBATES, 


* potentate, or in what manner any potentate, would 
« interfere in the election of a King of Poland? 
Have any of them propheſied that the King of 
« Sardinia would grant a paſſage to the French troops, 
through his territories, to Italy, or did they pro- 
« pheſy, that he would join with France in declaring 
* war againſt the emperor? Have any of them pro- 
« pheſied, that the two ſtrong forts of Milan and 


| © Pizzighitone, that might have been reaſonably 


« ſuppoſed to have held out a ſiege of five or ſix 
months, ſhould have been taken in a few weeks? 
« In ſhort, Sir, they have pretended to foretel every 
thing, and have really foretold nothing; but 
this being a digreſſion from the queſtion, I ſhall 
« ſay no more about it. As to the mation it ſelf, 
« it appears to me in ſuch an odd light, that I dare 
« ſay, the gentleman who made it, when he con- 
ſiders better of it, will rather withdraw it, than 
« have it ſtand in the votes of this houſe; if 
; he does not, I ſhall certainly give my negative to 
lt. 


293 


Sir Charles Wager. Sir, the honourable gen- Sr cue. 
tleman who ſpoke laſt having mention'd pamph- £7 


lets, brings to my mind, that I have lately ſeen 
© one, which I believe I ſhould not have read, had 


| © I not been told that my name was mentioned in 


it. 'Tis true, that about the times mention'd in 
* that pamphlet, we were obliged to fit out ſome 
* ſquadrons of men of war; and though I thought 
* myſelf then old enough to be laid aſide, yer I 
had the honour to be appointed, by his Majeſty, 
* commander of ſome of them : With one of thofe 
* ſquadrons I failed to the Baltic, for the relief of 
* Sweden, which was then in a very dangerous ſitua- 
tion, the Muſcovites having then a large ſqua- 
* dron at ſea, with which they were plundering and 
$ ravaging their coaſts, at the ſame time that they 

3 © were 
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were attacking them with a numerous army b 


land. The very news of our fitting out ſuch a 
ſquadron for the Baltic had ſo good an effec, 
that before I had arrived at Stockbolm, the My/- 
covites had agreed to conclude a peace with Swe. 
den, upon reaſonable terms, ſo that when I came 
to Stockholm, I was told by the court, that they 
had no farther occaſion for our fleet; but the 
fright that the poor people were in, upon all the 
parts of that coaſt, which I touched at, and the 
joy they expreſſed upon the ſeeing our fleet, 
was a plain demonſtration of the danger they 
thought themſelves in. | 
I went afterwards, Sir, to the coaſts of Spain, 
with another ſquadron, where I cruiz*d and look'd 
out with all poſſible care for the Spaniſh flotilla, 
then expected home; they, indeed, had the good 
fortune to eſcape me, but if the gentleman who 
wrote that pamphlet knew the place J was obli- 
ged to cruize. in, and the only place I could 
properly cruize in, for the intercepting of the 
Flotilla, and if he knew the great ſeas that rol} 
there in the winter time, he would not have had 
occaſion for long nights, or foggy weather, as a 
reaſon for my having miſſed meeting with the I 
tilla; he would have known, that at that time ol 
the year they might have paſſed. even within my 
view, without its being in my power either to 
come up with them, or to fire a gun at them: But 
gentlemen often cenſure other people's actions, be- 
cauſe they know nothing of the matter, and are 
quite. ignorant of many circumſtances which are 
neceſſary to be known, before they can form a 
right judgment about what they take upon them 
to criticiſe, 
I have, Sir, ſerved as an officer in the navy, 
ever ſince the revolution, and, I hope, I have 
hitherto ſerved without the leaſt reproach : I am 
ſure I have always endeavour*d to ſerve my coun- 
2 5 5 mh 
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Dy try to the utmoſt of my power; and therefore 1 
iy hope gentiemen will take care not to throw any 
9. reflections upon my conduct. But ſome people 
of « ſeem to think, that, with our ſquadrons, we may 
1 do whatever we pleaſe, and that, if a ſquadron is 
ne fitted out we muſt fight, whether there be any oc- 
ey caſion for it or no; I believe they think that, with 
he + the laſt ſquadron we had at Spithead, we ought to 
he © have fought the Dutch, who came and joined us, 
he © rather than not to have fought at all; but ſurely 
et, © this, as it is a very monſtrous opinion, cannot be 
y * a general opinion: We may perhaps this year fit 
* out a ſquadron, and poſſibly they too may go no 
in, « farther than Spit head, they certainly will not, un- 
of © Jeſs there be a neceſſity for proceeding farther ; but 
Ia, * when all our neighbours are fitting out ſquadrons, 
od and making great military preparations, it would 
ho * ſurely be very imprudent in us, not to put our- 
li- * ſelves at leaſt in a poſture of defence. 
ld 
he William Pulteney, Eſq; Sir, I am very apt ro; tsch. 
oll © believe, my honourable friend over the way, who 
ad © made you this motion, was very ſerious, as he 
$2 © always is in every motion he makes in this houſe. 
2 * The reaſon he gave for his motion was a very 
of * ſtrong one, ſo ſtrong that it has not as yet met 
ny « with any apſwer; for if it ſhould appear, that we, 
t0 at the time he mentions, concerted meaſures in con- 
Zut junction with other powers, for regulating or in- 
be- fluencing the next election of a King of Poland, 
are * and that the plan then laid down has been ſince 
are « purſu*d, theſe inſtructions will certainly inform us, 
n 4 and from thence we may know a little more of our 
em « preſent ſituation than we do at preſent : But I find, 
« Sir, if the opinion of ſome gentlemen prevail, we 
Vy, « are to have no information at all; and in that caſe, 
ave how we can anſwer his Majeſty's expectations, who 
am « defires our advice and aſſiſtance, I leave to every 
un» « gentleman to judge, 


U 4 The 


296 


PARLIAMENTARY A.17; 


The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt but 


© one, talked of prophecies, and aſked, what thoſe 
< prophets had propheſied ; had they, ſaid he, pro- 
pheſied this? or had they propheſied that? What 
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rophets or propheſies he means, I do not know; 
ut I may fay, that without any great ſpirit of 
prophecy, the moment you ſeparated the courts of 
Vienna and Spain, every thing that has ſince hap- 
pened, might have been eaſily foretold. The 
gentleman likewiſe talked of pamphlets : I Sir, 
have likewiſe ſeen a pamphlet, lately publiſh'd, 
and whether from the ſtile it 1s wrote in, or the 
perplexity in the way of thinking, which is diſ- 
covered in every part of it, I think I can be al- 
moſt certain as to the author of it. (Here he gave 
a deſcription of the perſon he ſuppoſed to be the 
author of it.) The whole of this fine performance 
reſults in this, That the nation is in a very bad 
ſituation ; ſomething muſt be done, but what is to 
be done, the author does not know : If we do one 
thing, we are ſtill in the ſame ſituation we were 
before, perhaps worſe ; if we do another thing, our 
cale wifi be the ſame : In ſhort, he at laſt leaves 
us in the ſame wretched condition he found us; 
upon which, Sir, I muſt ſuppoſe this caſe: Sup- 
poſe a phyſician to have a patient for ſome time 
under 2 hands; the patient lingers and decays, 
and at laſt finds himſelf in ſo low and weak a con- 
dition, that he begins to deſpair ; the phyſician is 
ſent for, the patient complains, and aſks what muſt 
be done? The doctor anſwers gravely, Sir, you 
are indeed in a very bad ſtate : There are but two 
or three ways of treating your diſtemper, and! 
am afraid neither of them will do; a vomit may 
throw you into convulſions, and kill you at once; 
a purge may give you adiarrhea, which would cer- 
tainly carry you off in a ſhort time; and to bleed 
you, Sir, I have already bled you ſo much, and ſo 
often, that you can bear it no longer: In ſuch a 
N « ſituation 
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« ſituation would not the — — probably exclaim 
« againſt his doctor, and ſay, Sir, you have always 
« pretended to be a regular phyſician, but I have 
— you to be an arrant quack; I had an excel- 
ent conſtitution when Icame firſt into your hands, 
but you have quite deſtroyed it; and now I find 
© | have no other chance for ſaving of my life, but 
by the calling for the help of ſome regular phyſi- 
© fans. 

But, Sir, to be altogether ſerious, for the ſubject 
© is really of a very ſerious nature; if gentlemen 
© have a mind to do ſomething for the ſafety of the 
nation in our preſent melancholy circumſtances,and 
« ſeriouſly to aſk the advice and aſſiſtance of Par- 
© lament, thoſe things that are neceſſary for our in- 
© formation, muſt not be denied: Their being refu- 
© ſed by a majority, which ſeems to be almoſt the 
* only argument urged by gentlemen who oppoſe 
* theſe motions, will not have any weight with the 
nation; gentlemen, it is true, muſt acquieſce in 
© what is done by the majority, but it will not have 
all that force without doors, as ſome may imagine. 
* I know, Sir, it is not allowable to ſay any thing 
* againſt what is done by a majority of this houſe ; 
but there are certain methods of ſpeaking, which 
* are not againſt order, and which might, notwith- 
* ſtanding, make gentlemen feel, that an anſwer 
* could be given, even to that unanſwerable argu- 
ment of its having been done by a majority. 

© I have known, Sir, in former Parliaments, moſt 
* ſcandalous things done by a corrupt majority; any 
* thing's being done or reſolved upon by a majority 
© even of this houſe, will not make it right, nor con- 
* vince the nation that it is ſo : We know, Sir, what 
* opinton the whole nation had of that wicked 
* ſcheme, which was before us laſt ſeſſion; we know 
* what abhorrence they ſtill have of it, and of many 
* of thoſe who voted for it; and yet that ſcheme, to 
© uſe an honourable perſon's own words, was r 
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ed with a majority in every diviſion ; but this is MW « t 
foreign to the queſtion, I only mention it to ſhey e 
how unfairly that argument of a majority is urged Ml « t 
by thoſe of the other fide, ©t 


the queſtion then moved, becauſe of its being too 
general: They deſired that we would be a littl: 
more particular, and lay our finger upon ſome pa- 
per or papers relating to ſome particular tranſac- 
tion, which might give us the information we de- 
ſired, with reſpect to our preſent ſituation : The 
election of a King of Poland, and the meaſure 
that have been taken by certain powers for influ- 
encing, or rather for directing that election, have 
been owned upon all hands, to have been what has 
given riſe to the preſent troubles in Europe; and Wt © 
now when the particular inſtructions relating 90. 
that particular affair, which were ſent to our mi- 
niſter at that court, only for one year, and that too WI * 
ſeveral years ago, are moved for, ſtill we are told c 
by the ſame gentlemen, you are not particular e-. 
nough, your demands are unreaſonable ; aſk but 
what is reaſonable, and we will give it you, pro- 
vided the majority agree to it: At this rate its WW © 
impoſſible for Gentlemen who are intirely ignorant W © 
of our late foreign tranſactions, to aſk for an; Wh * 
thing; for it is not to be preſumed, that any man WH © 
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can aſk for any particular _ from which thi 
houſe could get a proper Information, even as 1 
any particular tranſaction, unleſs he knew very 
exactly the whole ſeries of that tranſaction, and al 
the other tranſactions relating to it, | 

The honourable gentleman by me has been plea. 
ſed to declare his willingneſs to enter into the moi 
{tri& inquiry; and for that purpoſe, has promiſed 


a great deal of condeſcenſion, as to the laying be- 


fore the houſe whatever papers might be thought 
neceſſary for their Information; but what has al 
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« thiscome to? Why, heand the Majority, have con- 
« deſcended to give us a treaty, which has long ago 
« been in print, and publiſhed in, I believe, moſt of 
the countries in Europe. I muſt ſay, Sir, that ſuch 
treatment is intolerable ; I do not know what name 
to give it; but ] ſhall avoid giving names: I 
would not willingly fling the firſt ſtone, but if 
© any ſtone be flung at me, I ſhall always be ready 
to fling it back again.“ 


99 


Horatio Walpole. *© Sir, The honourable gentle- Hi 


man who ſpoke laſt, ended his ſpeech, with ſaying, 
that he would not willingly fling the firſt ſtone 
© but it ſeems he had then forgot what he had ſaid 
but a very little before, by which, if he did not 
fing a ſtone, he at leaſt, in my opinion, threw a 
very great pebble at the whole houſe : After having 
told us, that it was not allowable to ſay any thing 
© againſt what was done by the majority of this 
© houſe, he ſaid, that there were, notwithſtanding 
* ſome methods of ſpeaking, which were not againſt 
© order, and by which gentlemen might be made 
to feel, that an anſwer might be given to what the 
majority had thought unanſwerable; then he talk- 
© ed of ſcandalous things having been done in for- 
* mer Parliaments by a corrupt majority : Now, 
Sir, I would be glad to know how this houſe can 
feel any thing that is ſaid of former Parliaments, 
* unleſs it be meant, that the preſent Parliament is 
of the ſame nature with the former Parliaments 
« talked of: This, Sir, as I have ſaid, ſeems to be 
© a very great pebble thrown at the whole houſe ; 
« beſides the dirt he had before flung at the ſuppoſed 
« author of a pamphlet lately publiſhed, whom he 
took care to deſcribe ſo particularly, that, I be- 
« lieve every gentleman thinks, the author, or at 
« leaſt the ſuppoſed author of that pamphlet, is now 
« ſpeaking to you; but I can freely declare, that I 
s am not the author of it; I have indeed read — 
ö | a4 
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and I believe the greateſt quarrel that gentleman 
and his friends have with it, 1s, that they do not 
know how to anſwer it. 
© The honourable gentleman likewiſe mentioned 
the caſe of a patient and his phyſician ; but ] leave 
the world to judge, who moſt deſerve the appel. 
lation of quacks; they who have the proper de- 
grees, and practiſe in a regular manner, or 
that gentleman's friends who have been for ſome 
years paft diſperſing their quack bills round the 
country, exclaĩming againſt all thoſe in the regular 
practice, and endeavouring to perſuade people in 
good health, that they are in a dangerous condition; 
and that if they do not immediately diſcharge al 
their regular phyſicians, and ſwallow their quack 
- powders, they muſt inevitably periſh. 
But, Sir, to be ſerious, as the gentleman ſaid, 
upon this ſubject, tho? I cannot think that the ſub. 
ject now before us is ſo ſerious, as he would repre- 
ſent ; if thoſe gentlemen would fairly and openly 
enter into the conſideration of the ſtate of the na- | 
tion, I will defy that gentleman, or any other gen- 
tleman to ſhew, that thoſe in the adminiſtration 
have acted any part, or entered into any meaſures, 
but what were, at the time they were tranſacted, 
the moſt conſiſtent with the intereſt of Great Bri- 
tain, of any that could then be thought of, or en- 
tered into. Gentlemen may give to the preſent 
adminiitration, the name of a ſhifting adminiſtra- 
tion; gentlemen may ſay, that they have wheeled 
about from court to court, but upon inquiry it will 
appear, that they have never ſhifted or wheeled, 
but when the intereſt of their country required it; 
and that if there has been any ſhifting or wheel- 
ing, it Was always owing to a change of the mea- 
ſures at other courts: As long as any power in 
friendſhip or alliance with us, continued to act a- 
greeably to the intereſt of Great Britain, fo long 
we continued firm to them; but when any of them 
c 


began 


A, 1734. DEBATES. 301 


« began to enter into meaſures which were directly 
in « oppoſite to our intereſt, we then likewiſe changed 
" © our meaſures, and had recourſe to other powers, 

« who, from that moment, became our more natural 
d « allies : This, Sir, has been the method always ob- 


Ee « ſerved by thoſe in the adminiſtration ; but I know 
|. Wl « who they are, who have ſhifted and wheeled with 
e « quite another view than that of the intereſt of 
br © Great Britain; when we were in friendſhip with 
1c WM © France, they were caballing with the miniſters and 
ie * agents of the Emperor; when the face of affairs 
ar changed, and our friendſhip with the Emperor was 
in © reſtored, they then caballed with the miniſters and 
n; agents of France; and thus they have been always 
ll in the greateſt friendſhip with thoſe who have been 
k © moſt at enmity with thcir native country. 


In ſhort, Sir, I find that thoſe gentlemen who 
d, © call themſelves 2 have laid this down as a 
b t 


« fix*d principle, that they muſt always oppoſe thoſe 

e * meaſures, which are reſolved on by the King's | 
ly © miniſters, and conſequently muſt always endeavour | 
a- © to ſhew, that thoſe meaſures are wrong; and this, | 
N- Sir, I take to be the only reaſon, why they have | 

on been as yet ſo ſilent as to a certain ſubject, in which | 
5, © the intereſt of their country is very much con- L 
d, © cery?d : Their language at preſent is, as I ſuppoſe, | 
i- do not let us declare our opinion; let us wait till ; 
n. ye know what part the miniſtry takes, and then let 1 
nt us endeavour to ſhew, that they ought to have acted 
a- quite otherwiſe : If I may be allow'd to uſe a low | 
ed Wl © — they treat the miniſtry in the ſame way as ö 
il WW © lam treated by ſome gentlemen of my acquain- 


d, Wl © tance, with reſpect to my dreſs; if I am in plain 
t; Wl © cloaths, they then ſay, I am a ſlovenly dirty fel- 
en- © low; and if by chance I have on a ſult of cloaths 
-a- Wl © with ſome lace upon them, they cry, what, ſhall 
in WW © ſuch an aukward fellow wear fine cloaths? So that 
a- WW © no dreſs I can appear in, can poſſibly pleaſe them. 
ng WW © But to conclude, Sir, the caſe of the nation under 
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the preſent adminiſtration, has been the ſame with 

what it always has been, and always muſt be; for 
to uſe another ſimile, which my worthy friend 
over the way, whom TI have in my eye, will un- 
derſtand: As long as the wind was fair and proper 
for carrying us to our deſigned port, the word 
was ſteddy ſteddy; but when the wind began 
to ſhift and change, the word came then neceſ- 
ſarily to be, thus thus, and no nearer.” 


Sir William Wyndham ſtood up next; whereupon 


Mr. Speaker got up, and ſaid, That gentlemen had 
ſo much run away from the queſtion in debate, that, 
before he began, he would beg leave to read the 
queſtion, Then Sir William went on, I ſhall take 
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care, Sir, in what I have to offer, to confine my- 
ſelf as ſtrictly to the queſtion as poſſible, though 1 
muſt ſay, that thoſe gentlemen who have ſpoke 
againſt it, have made ſuch long digreſſions, and 
have traverſed ſo many parts of Europe, that itis 
a difficult matter to ſay any thing in anſwer to 
what they have been pleaſed to advance, and at the 
ſame time to keep cloſe to the queſtion. As to the 
digreſſions which the gentlemen have run into, I 
ſhall not give the houſe much trouble about them; 
and as to arguments, the only two that I have 
heard made uſe of, or ſo much as hinted at, againſt 
the queſtion, are, that the agreeing to the motion 
now made to us, would be ſhewing a diſreſpect to 
his Majeſty ; and, that, if it ſhould be agreed to, 
it could be of no ſervice, as to the giving us any 
information about our preſent circumſtances. 

It is ſaid, Sir, that the agreeing to this motion 
would be ſhewing a diſreſpect to his Majeſty, be- 
cauſe it would be ſhewing a ſort of ſuſpicion, that 
his Majeſty has had a ſhare in thoſe tranſactions 


which have given occaſion to the preſent war, tho 


he has, in his ſpeech from the throne, — 
| 2 5 + tht 
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that he has had no ſhare in them. The anſwer to 
this objection is plain; we all know, it has been 
always allowed in this houſe, that ſpeeches from 
the throne are the ſpeeches of the miniſter, and 
* upon that ſuppoſition it has always been thought, 
that neither this houſe, nor any member of this 
* houſe, is guilty of any diſreſpect to his Majeſty, 
by examining and canvaſling, with all poſſible free- 
dom, every ſentence of the ſpeech from the throne ; 
© even the facts, there aſſerted, may be denied; and 
if upon examination it ſhould be found, that they 
* are falſe, the miniſter ought and certainly would 
* anſwer ſeverely for it. This is the very caſe now 
© before us: It is allowed of on all hands, that the 
election of a King of Poland, is the principal cauſe 
* of the war now broke out in Europe; and to tell 
dus, that his Majeſty has ſaid, that he has had no 
© ſhare in that tranſaction, and that therefore we muſt 
© not inquire into it, is a direct begging of the que- 
© ſtion : The minifters, are the only perſons we can 
© ſuppoſe to have ſaid fo, and there are other gen- 
* tlemen who affirm, or, at leaſt, ſuſpe& the con- 

trary : This is a fact then that is controverted ; 
this is the fact, which this houſe is to inquire into; 
* and when a motion is made for having thoſe pa- 
pers laid before us, which are neceſſary for giving 
dus ſome lights into this affair, ſhall gentlemen be 


| © told, that ſuch a motion is improper, becauſe it is 


* inconſiſtent with that reſpect which we have pro- 
feſſed for his Majeſty, in our addreſs of thanks? 
If this houſe can be perſuaded to accept of ſuch an 
* excuſe, if a majority of this houſe can be pre- 
* vaiPd on to join in ſuch a method of proceeding, 
* thoſe gentlemen who can ſo prevail upon them, 
may throw out as many defiances as they pleaſe; 
They are the ſole maſters of all the proofs that 
* are neceſſary for, or can be made uſe of upon any 
* inquiry, and they are, it ſeems, reſolved to con- 


* tinue ſo. Which 
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Whether this Houſe, Sir, can have any proper 
information from the inſtructions now called for, 
as to the fact in diſpute at preſent, is what I ſhall 
not take upon me to determine, nor can it be, in 


my opinion, determined, by any gentleman in this 


houſe ; but to me it ſeems very probable, that we 


may from theſe inſtructions, receive ſome lights, 


which may enable us to determine, how this na- 
tion ſtands engaged, with reſpect to the war now 
carrying on in Europe, ſince the principal reaſon 
of that war, is allowed to be founded upon the 
late election of a King of Poland. Gentlemen may, 


if they pleaſe, pretend ignorance ; but it is very 


certain, that the late King of Poland was in the year 
1729, in a very bad condition, with reſpect to his 


health, and therefore it ſeems certain, that ſome | 


meaſures muſt have been concerted, relating to the 
then future election of a King of Poland; whether 
we had any, and what ſhare in thoſe meaſures, is 
what this houſe now wants to inquire into, and to 
me it ſeems as evident as any demonſtration what- 
ever, that the ſeeing of thoſe inſtructions is abſo- 


©: lutely neceſſary for this end. It is true, the King 


of Poland did recover a little, and did live for a 
few years after; but he never was after that in a 
ſtate of perfect health, and, conſequently, it is moſt 
reaſonable to believe, that the meaſures then con- 
certed, were the ſame with, or, at leaſt, did very 
much influence, the meaſures actually purſued upon 
the demiſe of that King: If we had no ſhare in 
the tranſactions at that time carried on in Poland, 
ſurely no ſecret can be diſcover'd, by the laying of 
thoſe inſtructions before this houſe; and if we had 
any ſhare in thoſe tranſactions, it cannot be ſaid, l 
think, that we have no manner of ſhare in thoſe 
tranſactions which have occaſion*d the preſent war 
in Europe. 

What ſhare we had in thoſe tranſactions, till I 
ſee thoſe inſtructions, it is impoſſible for me to 


« ſay; 
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* ſay ; but from the lights 1 already have, it ap- 
* pears evident to me, that we have had a very large 
* ſhare in all the other negotiations which have been 
© lately carried on in Europ?. Did not we procure 
© the introduction of the firſt Spaniſh forces into Ha- 
ly? Are not we guarantees for all Don Carlo/'s 
rights and poſlei,ons in [taly ? Are not we gua— 
rantees for all the Emperors rights and poſſeſſions 
in Laly? Are not we guarantees even for the prag- 
matic ſanction in its full extent? I believe we are 
under engagements to every one of the Northern 
powers; and I have heard, that we are under ſome 
* engagements to the court of France; ſo that let a 
* war have broke out between any two powers in 
Europe, it will be difficult to ſhew, that we had 
no hand in the tranſactions which gave occaſion to 
* that war; upon the contrary, I believe it will 
* appear, that each of them might have juſtly made 
demands upon us, and this, Sir, is our preſent 
* unhappy ſituation: If this ſhews great wiſdom, or 
* regular practice (as the r was pleaſed to 
* call it) in thoſe at the helm of our affairs, I leave 
to the world to judge: We have been running all 
* over Europe, and entering into engagements with 
* every Prince and ſtate in Europe, and all this with- 
cut any national benefit in view, but generally to 
che great detriment of our domeſtic affairs, and 
* often to the great interruption of our trade in all 
parts of the world; and how probable it may 
be, that the ſame wiſdom which has brought us 
into this ſituation; will be able to extricate us 
* out of it, is a queſtion which may be eaſily fe- 
ſolved. 

* We were told, Sir, the firſt day of the ſeſſion, 
that we were to concert meaſures, and to act in 
conjunction with powers who are under the ſame 
* engagements with us, and have not taken part in 
the preſent war, more particularly the States Ge- 
* neral.: But I would gladly know, if we have hi- 
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* thertotaken any one ſtep in conjunction with them 
Is it not well known, that in moſt caſes we have 
© lately made the firſt ftep by ourſelves, and then 
have, with great difficulty and expence, prevail. 
* ed on them to follow us, which they never did 
but upon their own terms, and under very great 
© reſtrictions and reſervations: They have now, in- 
« deed, done ſomething for their own ſecurity, but 
* what they have done was, I believe, done without 
any thing of our participation; they did not { 
much, I believe, as confult with us upon the head, 
* which really looks as if they had ſome diſtruſt of 
* our power, or as it they thought they could not 
put any confidence in the counſels of this nation; 
and if our moſt natural allies ſhould once begin 
to harbour ſuch an opinion of us, we may then 
© conclude, that there is no dependence to be had 
< upon their friendſhip or alliance. 
In ſhort, Sir, if his Majeſty expects our advice 
upon the preſent ſtate of the affairs of Europe; if 
his Majeſty expects the aſſiſtance of Parliament in 
the preſent exigency of affairs, we muſt be inform- 
* ed how our affairs ſtand, before we can in a pro- 
per parliamentary way give either our advice or 
_ aiſiſtance : It was with this view, and with this 
* view only, that ſome papers have been already 
© called for, which have indeed been refuſed by a 
majority; it is with this view only that the px 
pers, mentioned in the motion now before us, ate 
* aiked for; and if they likewiſe be refuſed by a 
majority, we may, perhaps, give his Majeſty 
* ſuch aſſiſtance as his miniſters ſhall peaſe to alk; 
but J am ſure we can give him no advice, nor can 
ve give a reaſon for what we do.“ 


c 


c 
0 


Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer. © I will agree 
* with the hon. gentleman who ſpoke laſt, that the 
* preſent poſture of affairs does require, and his Ma. 
: Jeſty expects the aſhſtance of Parliament z but! 
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* will ſay, that the pretins motion, and ſome ſich 
„lately made, had the houſe agreed to them, would 
have tended to increaſe the preſent troubles and 
* confuſions abroad, rather than to have given any 
© real aſſiſtance, either to ourſelves or others. I be- 
lieve, Sir, there is not a court in Europe, whether 
engaged in the preſent war, or otherwiſe, but ex- 
* pected to have known by the 17th of this month, 
what part Crcat Britain was to have taken in the 
* preſent war; as yet it remains unreſolved, or, at 
(aft, a ſecret, and it is the intereſt of Britain it 
* ſhould continue to do fo; but ſome gentlemen ſeem 
* inclined not only to precipitate their country into 
* a reſolution, but to publiſh that reſolut ion, as foon 
© as taken, to the whole world; and which fide de- 
© ſerves moſt the thanks of their country, thoſe who 
dare for our coming to no reſolution, till we have 
fully examined the circumſtances of affairs, and 
' ever then concealing our reſolutions, till we are juſt 
* ready to carry them into execution; or thoſe who 
*are for our coming to a haſty refolution, and im- 
* mediately Pao it to the world, that our ene- 
mies may have time to provide againſt it, I leave 
* to the world to judge. uh . 

* Whatever other gentlemen may think, Sir, it 
is my opinion, that our ſituation is much better 
* than can well be expected; and whenever that 
matter ſhall come to be examined into, I believe 
"it will appear, that our preſent ſituation is the ve- 
* ry beſt that the nation could poſfibly be in, with 
relation to the preſent poſture of the affairs of Eu- 
rope. The gentleman who ſpoke laſt, was pleaſed 
to mention the ſtates of Holland, and that they had 
done ſometh ing for their own ſecurity ; tis true, 
they have done fomething, they have entered into 
* a treaty of neutrality; whereas we have remained 
intirely in a tate of inaction; but upon this very 
* account, I think, we are in a much better condi- 
tion than they are; WF that neutrality they have 
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© engaged not to act at all, nor to concern themſelveʒ 
in the preſent war; we are ſtill at liberty, and 
* may, upon any event, take that part which ſhall 
then appear to be moſt for the intereſt of Great 
* Britain : In this then, our caſe is better than theirs, 
©. becauſe they are engaged, by an expreſs ſtipula- 
tion, not to concern themſelves in the preſent war, 
© whereas we are under no engagement, but that 
* natural obligation which lies upon every country, 
not to concern themſelves in any war, unleſs they 
© find it for their intereſt ſo to do. 
I do not believe, Sir, that the States General, 
or any other foreign power, has leſs truſt in the 
ſtrength, or leſs confidence in the counſels of this 
nation than they formerly had; but if it were ſo, 
I ſhould not wonder at it, when every poſt tells 
them, that we are a divided nation, and that there 
is no dependence to be had upon our preſent coun- 
ſels, becauſe great alterations are ſoon to happen, 
which muſt neceſſarily produce a thorough change 
of all our public meaſures ; and, upon this a 
deration, I leave it to every impartial man to judge, 
if we are in any unhappy ſituation, who have con- 
tributed moſt to it, thoſe who have honeſtly and 
faithfully ſerved the crown, or thoſe who have 
made it their buſinefs, for ſome years, to do all 
that was in their power to diſtreſs every meaſure 
of his Majeſty's government; and that too, in con- 
junction with a perſon who, I believe, will never 
be truſted by any court in Europe. 
* His Majeſty, in his ſpeech from the throne, has 
told us, that he is not any way engaged in the pre- 
ſent war, and that he will take time to examine 
the facts alledged on both fides, before he comes 
to any determination; when he has done ſo, it 1s 
not to be doubted, but that he will lay all the in- 
formations he can get before his Parliament, and 
will take the advice of Parliament, what part the 
nation ought to take inthe then copjunRure 3 why 
RR b then 
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* then ſhould we endeavour to anticipate his Maje- 
ſty's wiſe deſigns? Why ſhould we run headlong 
* and plunge the nation into a war, by joining either 
* one {ide or the other, before his Majeſty has ha1l 
* any time to examine into the poſture of affairs 
* abroad? This ſeems indeed to be the view of ſome 
* gentlemen z but ſurely ſuch a raſh proceedin 
would rather increaſe than diminiſh the unhappi- 
* neſs of our | ane ſituation , and is very far from 
* that coolneſs and temper which ought to be ſhewn, 
* when the very ſalvation of our country depends 
_ the prudence and the unanimity of our re- 
* ſolves, | 
An hon. gentleman, Sir, who ſpoke ſme time 
7 17 took indeed a great deal of liberty in talking 
* of majorities of Parliament, but I would have 
* gentlemen to know, that when they talk of ſuch 
* majorities at preſent, they ſpeak of their equals, 
as members of this houſe, of their equals on any 
* ground in England ; let gentlemen but caſt their 
eyes round the houſe, and they will find a number 
of gentlemen ſuperior to the higheſt number of 
their minority, who can as little be ſuſpected of 
corruption, as any of thoſe who generally appear 
upon the minority ſide of the queſtion. 
It is, Sir, an eaſy matter for gentlemen to re- 
* preſent the meaſures lately taken by the govern- 
ment, as unwiſe, inconſiſtent, and the like, or to 
give them what other epithets they have a mind 
but when the day comes for inquiring into them, 
* which I as heartily wiſh for as any gentleman in 
* this houſe, I believe thoſe meaſures will appear in 
a quite different light; and thoſe gentlemen who 
may, perhaps, have hearkened to every little whit- 
* per Tome of the foreign miniſters at this court, 
* which is, I believe, the only foundation they have 
* for what they have aſſerted, will find themſelves, 
at laſt, ſorely diſappointed. Whenever ſuch an 
inquiry ſhall be relolved on, I make no doubt, 
"_ X 3 * but 
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bat that the majority of this houſe will agree to 
* call for every paper, that can be thought neceſſary 
* for giving the houſe a full information of the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the nation: But this is not the que. 
* ftion at preſent, nor are we now to inquire, whe. 
ther his Majeſty has had any ſhare in thoſe tran. 
actions which have given occaſion to the preſent 
war in Europe; and therefore I cannot think we 
have, at preſent, any thing to do with any in- 
ſtructions given to his Majeſty's miniſters in P. 
* land, or elſewhere. 

His Majeſty, tis true, Sir, expects the aſſiſtance 
* of his Parliament, but for what? He does not im. 
mediately expect ſuch an aſſiſtance, as to enable 
* him to take any part in the preſent war; he wants 
only ſuch an aſſiſtance, as may enable him to put 
the nation in a proper poſture of defence; and 
ſutely we may determine what aſſiſtance will be 
* neceflary for that end, without enquiring into 
* any of our foreign negotiations. It is for this 
* reaſon, Sir, that I think the houſe has done right 


in rejecting all the motions hitherto made for 


letters and inſtructions relating to our foreign af. 
* fairs, and, for the ſame reaſon, I make no doubt, 
but that they will likewiſe reject the preſent mo- 


The queſtion was then put upon the motion, and 
upon a diviſion was carried in the negative, 20: 
againſt 11g, 
Immediately after which, Edmund Waller, Eſc; 
member for Great Marlow in Buckinshamfhire, role 
up, and after a ſhort ſpeech, moved, That an 
© humble addreſs ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, 
that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to communr 
© cate to that houſe, how far he had been engaged, 
* by his good offices, in thoſe tranſactions which 


had been declared to be the principal cauſes and 
_ * motives'of the war, which Was then begun oy 
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to carried on againſt the Emperor, with fo much vi- 
ary Ml © gour, by the united powers of France, Spain,” and 
re- © Sardinia,” | Wn 
ue. Which motion was ſeconded, and, after a ſhort 
he. debate, the queſtion was put upon it, and carried 
nf. in the negative, without a diviſion, 
ent Then Samuel Sandys, Eſq; ſtood up, and ſaid, ia.“ 
we That though the motion he had juſt before made 
in. © had been rejected, yet, as he never propoſed any 
B. WM © thing in that houſe but what he thought juſt and 
* rezſonable, he was not therefore apt to be diſcon- 
nee © raged, and for that reaſon he would beg leave to 
im- © make another motion, which he hoped would 
able meet with better ſucceſs :* His motion was, That 
ants an humble addreſs ſhould be preſented to his Ma- 
put jeſt y, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to com- 
and municate to that houſe, what application had been 
| be WM made to him by the ſeveral parties then engaged 
into in the war, founded upon treaties or other engage- 
this Wl ments. | | 
i800 This motion was ſeconded by Sir John Ruſh- 
for cent, upon which there enſued a new debate, in 
1 af W which the following gentlemen ſpoke as follows, 
ubt, . ent 1 | | 


Henry Pelham, Eſq; It is very true, Sir, that vu. P. 

* the hon. gentleman who made you this motion, is“ esch, 
and not very apt to be diſcouraged; but however far 
20: © he may flatter himſelf with ſucceſs in his preſent 
motion, it is, in my opinion, ſo much of a kin to 
Eſq his former motion, which the houſe has already 
role rejected, that I can ſee no reaſon he has to expect 
t an MW that the preſent ſhould have a different fate. His 
ty, Majeſty has already told us, that he was no way 
jun: engaged in the preſent war, nor had any ſhare in 
gel, Mr thoſe tranſactions which gave riſe to it; and there- 
hich fore tis not to be preſumed, that any power en- 
and * gaged has made any application to him, founded 
and i © upon treaties or other engagements, Some of them 
2 1 might 
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* might perhaps have made an application to his 
* Majeſty for his aſſiſtance; but even ſuch an ap- 
* plication was not to be preſumed, becauſe, bad 
any ſuch application been made, it was not to be 
* doubted but that his Majeſty, in his ſpecch from 
* the throne, would have taken ſome notice of it. 
As this queſtion, Sir, 1s of the ſame nature with 
the former queſtion moved by that gentleman, 
and founded upon the ſame jealouſy of his Majeſty's 
conduct, it is impotlible for me to have any thing 
new to urge againſt it; but I believe it is as im- 
poſſible for any gentleman in this houſe to ſay any 
thing new in favour of it, and therefore I ſhall 
give the houſe no farther trouble, only to declare, 
* that I ſhall give my negative to it, as well as 1 
did to the former,” 


c 
c 
c 


William Pulteney, Eſq Sir, whatever light the 
* hon. gentleman who ſpoke laſt may take the pre- 
* ſent motion in, I think it muſt bear a very diffe. 


rent conſideration from the motion formerly made 


by my worthy friend. I believe it will not be 
* denied; but that we are under ſome engagements 
© to every one, or at leaſt to moſt of the powers en- 
* gaged in the preſent war; and whatever we may 
at preſent pretend to think of thoſe engagements, 
© it is very probable, that thoſe to whom we are en- 
* gaged think otherwiſe: It is not to be doubted, 
but that ſome of them think that we are, by the 
* engagements we have entered into, obliged to al- 
* fiſt them, upon the preſent emergency; and it is 
pretty well known, that they have made applica- 
tion for an immediate performance of thoſe engage- 


© ments. I have heard, that ten thouſand land 


forces, or ſome ſuch number, has been actually 


© demanded by one of the powers engaged in the 


war; I will not, indeed, affirm the truth of it, 
though I have ſomething more than the whiſper 


* of a foreign muniſter to confirm what I ſay. = 


as 
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his © It is well known, Sir, that in moſt of the en- 
p- gagements we have entered into with foreign 
al MW powers, it is left optional to the power we are en- 
be MW © gaged with, to demand our quota in a ſquadron of 
om © {hips, a certain ſum of money, or a certain num- 
ir. ber of troops; and as we are to go into a commit- 
ith tee upon the ſupply on Monday next, there is no- 
an, MW © thing more reaſonable, than that the houſe ſhould 
ys be informed of what demands have been made upon 
ing Wl © us, and whether thoſe demands have been for ſhips, 
im: © money or men, before we go into that committee; 
my © for without ſuch information, it will be impoſſile 
141l WM © for us to know how to come to ſuch reſolutions as 
are, MW © may be moſt for the honour and ſafety of the na- 
as 1 © tion. The motion is therefore ſo far from being 
* unreaſonable, that it is neceſſary it ſhould be com- 
* plied with, and if it is not, I cannot really fee how 
the Wl © we can — go into the committee upon the 
— * ſupply on Monday next. 
itfe- 
1ade Sir William Jonge. Sir, Tcan ſee no reaſon why ir witt=m 


t be the houſe may not be fully prepared for going in- 69% 


ents to the committee of ſupply on Monday next, tho 
em WI © this motion ſhould be rejected as the others have 
ma) Wl © been, and therefore I do not think it neceſſary to 
ents, enter into the debate at preſent, whether the mo- 
en: © tian be reaſonable or no; there may be another 
bted, time for that queſtion ; and for that reaſon I ſhall 
the MW © now only move for the previous queſtion. 


p2echs 


it is William Pulteney, Eſq;. Sir, I find the gentleman wi. Pe 


lice WM who ſpoke laſt has avoided entering upon the me- 20d py 
gage. rits of the queſtion, and, by a ſort of Parliamenta- 
land ry trick, by moving for the previous queſtion, he 
zally intends, it ſeems, to put off the queſtion for this 
1 the MW day, at leaſt ; this, in my opinion, is treating the 
of it, queſtion with much greater indecency than if it 
niſper were to be fairly argued, and afterwards rejected; 


fog if the queſtion be delayed till after Monday 
*lt 1 * next, 
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A. 
next, it will then be too late to enter upon the con. | 
_ © ſideration of it; it will really be in effect firs Ml « 1 
to reſolve, and then to enter into the conſiders. e 
tion of what ought to be reſolved; and there- Ml « £ 
fore, Sir, I muſt deſire, that the queſtion may er 
be fairly debated, that gentlemen would, at leaſt, 3 
give us a reaſon, for what they are to do, and MM * 1; 
© then let the motion ſtand or fall upon its own Ml « g 
* merits.” 1 
| | - 
Sir Williom Sir William Yonge. I did not, Sir, intend any f 
shaun e trick when I moved for the previous queſtion ; it Nu 
is what has been always practiſed in this houſe, b 
© when any queſtion has been moved which gentle Ml © ; 
men have a mind to favour fo much as not to put a i * 2 
negative upon it: But even as to the merits of the t 
© queſtion, it cannot, certainly, have any relation to « ; 
any reſolutions we can pofſibly come to, on Mon- © & 
day next, in the committee of ſupply; for all tie 
© reſolves we come to in that committee are founded uU 
upon eſtimates given in, or demands made, by MW + t: 
the crown, and if any demand were to be made 
upon this houſe, to enable his Majeſty to ſend 1M * k 
quota either of ſhips of war, money, or troops, toi * 8 
any power in Europe, ſuch demand would certainW i 
ly be laid before this houſe by his Majeſty's order, t. 
© without putting us to the trouble of preſenting any * +] 
+ ſuch addreſs as is now moved for; there is there a 
© foreno — for entering this day upon the me-M* 1 
* ritsof this queſtion; the gentleman may renew hi i; 
motion when he thinks proper, and then I do not 2 
doubt but other gentlemen will debate the reaſon» MW * 
* bleneſs of it, and as it appears to the houſe, ii . 
will certainly be agreed to or rejected; but as I t. 
do not think this a proper time for debating ii t 

* I muſt inſiſt upon my motion. 
VATJ | I 


alas: b. 
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Walter Plummer, Eſq; Sir, as we ſhall proba- wir. lan- 
© bly come on Monday next to ſome reſolutions, with“ ech. 


' reſpe& to our ſeamen, I ſhould think it neceſſary 
for this houſe to know what demands have been 
made upon us by our allies, before we come to 
any reſolution on that head; otherwiſe we may 
leave room for thoſe extraordinary meſſages and 
demands towards the end of a ſeſſion, which this 
nation has of late been too much accuſtomed with. 
The gentleman who moved the previous queſtion, 
' ſays, that this is not a proper time for entering 
upon the merits of the motion now made to us, 
* becauſe if any ſuch application had been made by 
any of our allies, and his Majeſty had reſolved to 
grant what was aſked, he would have ordered this 
* to be laid before us, together with the other eſti- 
mates and demands of the current ſervice of the 
' enſuing year. Is not this, Sir, directly to tell us, 
that after his Majeſty is come to a determination 
* what part to act, he will be graciouſly pleaſed to 
take the Advice of Parliament. It is true, Sir, his 
' Majeſty has by his prerogative the power of ma- 
king peace or war: But, Sir, in a matter of ſo 
great conſequence, it has always appeared to be the 
intereſt, nay, I may ſay,it has always been thought 
to be the duty of the Kings of England, to take 
the advice of their people in Parliament aſſembled, 
and not to truſt intirely to the advice of their mi- 
' niſters 3 and if any ſuch demand, as is mentioned 
in the motion now before us, has been made b 
any of his Majeſty's allies, I cannot think that it 
would be any way derogatory to the prerogative 
* of the crown, or to the wiſdom of the miniſters, 
to lay it before the Parliament, whether it ought 
* to be complied with or not. 


John Cockburn, Knight of the ſhire for Haddington we. ge- 


in Scotland. Sir, I was againſt the firſt motion, 
* becauſe ſome gentlemen had aſſured the m—_ and 
| * I was 
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I was myſelf a little afraid, that at preſent it might 
© tend to increaſe the confuſions and troubles that are 
* now in Europe; but the preſent motion I take to 
© beofa very different nature, I am ſure that, ſnould 
© it be complied with, no ſecrets can thereby be dil 
© covered, nor can it poſſibly tend to increaſe the pre- 
* ſent troubles of Europe. 

* I am old enough, Sir, to remember the begin- 
ning of the firſt great war againſt France, and J re- 
member, that as toon as the Dutch applied to us for 
our ajliſtance, King William immediately laid the 
caſe before the Parliament, and took thear advice, 
as to what was proper to be done upon that emer- 
gency, before he came to any reſolution : Upon 
the breaking out of the ſecond war, the late Queen | 
did the ſame, and I muſt ſay, that I think every 
King of this nation ought to follow that example; 
if they expect the aſſiſtance of Parliament, they 
. ought to take the advice of Parliament; and our 

. e will inform us, that where they have done 
ſo, they have generally done well, and where they 

have done otherwiſe, they have had but little ſuc- 
ceſs ; for which reaſon I am for agreeing with the 
motion now made to us. 


„ K c Rm A W n'2 na 6 


The queſtion was then put upon the previous que- 
ſtion, vz. Whether the queſtion upon the motion 
ſhould be then put, which was carried in the nega- 
tive, without a diviſion. | 


On Monday the 28th of January), the houſe, (ac: 
cording to order) reſolved itſelf into a committee of 
the whole houſe, on the ſupply granted to his Ma. 
jeſty; and came to the following reſolutions, vr. 
That 20,000 men ſhould be employed for the ſea- 
ſervice for the year 1734, beginning the firſt day of 
January 1733. and that a ſum not exceeding four 
pounds per month ſhould be allowed for W 
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the ſaid 20,000 men for 13 months, including the 
ordnance for ſea, | 


Theſe reſolutions were reported next day to the 
houſe, and were agreed to, as they had been in the 
committee, without any debate or diviſion; only 
ſome gentlemen ſaid, that the number was certainly 
either too large or too {mall ; for if we were not to 
engage in the war, they ſaid, there was no occaſion 
for keeping ſuch a number of ſeamen in pay; 
and if we were actually to engage in the war, they 
thought double the number would ſcarcely be ſuffi- 
cient : To which 1t was anſwered, that though we 
were not to engage in the war, yet, as ſome of 
our neighbours were fitting out large ſquadrons, and 
making great military preparations, almoſt at our 
very door, 1t was abſolutely neceſlary to put the na- 
tion in a better ſtate of defence, than during the time 
of a profound peace; and as our fleet was the chief 
bulwark of this nation, it was moſt proper to apply 
the greateſt part of onr expence that way, and to 
have a ſtrong ſquadron ready to put to fea upon any 
occaſion, | 


in tea, was preſented to the houſe and read; alledg- 
ing, that by an act paſſed in the 1oth year of King 
Gorge the Firſt, the petitioners were induced to 
hope, that the duty ariſing from tea would be bet- 
ter cured to his Majeſty, and the intereſt of the 
far trader better ſupported, but have fatally expe- 
tienced the contrary effects; the clandeſtine im- 
portation of tea being greatly increaſed, to the da- 
mage of the public revenue, and ruin of the fair tra- 
der, occaſioned by the great difference of the value 
of that commodity at this and foreign markets, where- 
by the ſmugglers are enabled to purchaſe it abroad 
for leſs than half the duty paid here; that * regu- 

ations 


On Monday the 4th of February, a petition of the Pwgziſts 


lroggiſts, grocers, china-men, and others dealing Ed. 
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lations which the petitioners are laid under, are mot MW ne 


burdenſome and grievous, their houſes being liable fe 
to be entered by perſons unknown to them, and their M n 
properties ſubjected to the judicial determination of a er 
commiſſioners: That the petitioners are liable to MW ® 
feyere penalties for errors and omiſſions abſolute] 
unavoidable, and reſtrained from diſpoſing of then WM te 
goods, after having paid duty for the ſame, with WM "* 
out permits from the officers of the inland duties, WM, le 
expreſſing the names and places of abode of the re- . © 
ſpective buyers and ſellers, expoſing thereby the . ® 
extent and circumſtances of their trade ; whereby di 
the petitioners conceived they were in a worſe con- . H 
dition than any other of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and . 7 
therefore praying the houſe to take the premiſſes IM, © 
into conſideration, and give them ſuch relief as to Ml, kl 
the houſe ſhould ſeem meet. | « 
This petition was preſented by Sir John Barnard Ml K 
who, after he had brought it up, and the ſame wa MI, un 
read at the table, ſtood up, and ſpoke to the follow - th 
ing effect. Sir, as the petition I have how hal Ml, Pr 
* the honour to preſent to you, is the ſame win . 
that which was preſented to this houſe laſt ſeſſion, th 
I need not take up much of your time in opening 
it to the houſe. The peritioners' apprehend that], 2 
they labour under very great grievances by thei! ln 
being ſubje& to the laws of exciſe; and as this,” 
© houſein the verylaſt ſeſſion of Parliament, thought], 
it unreaſonable to ſubje& ſome other ſorts of tra 
ders and dealers to thoſe oppreſſive laws, the pete 
© tioners think they have reaſon from thence to con- K 
© clude, that this houſe will be ready to relieve then lt 
from thoſe burdens, which in laſt ſeſſion we thought de 
* unreaſonable to impoſe upon others. w 
When this petition was preſented laſt year, the _ 
© chief objection made to it was, that it was ſigned * 
* only by a few, and thoſe not the moſt conſiderable 4 
« dealers rs in that commodity ; but as to the petition} A 


c 
yz NOV 
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vo preſented, this objection is intirely removed, 


for 1 believe, there is not one dealer in that com- 
© modity, I am ſure there 1s not a conſiderable deal- 


mn within the city of London, who has not joined in, 
and figned this petition. L 
0 * The great frands committed in the running of 


© tea, which are daily increaſing, are now become a 
every great and general grievance, not only with 
reſpect to the public, but with reſpect to the fair 
trader: It is impoſſible for a man, who honeſtly 
and fairly pays the heavy duties upon the commo- 
by MI dity he deals in, to ſell ſo cheap as the ſmuggler 
ied may do, and therefore, if ſome {top is not ſpeedily 
na put to the infamous practice of ſmuggling, we may 
Nos expect, that in a few years, the whole trade of the 
to kingdom, in fo far as relates to our home con- 
ſumption of that commodity, will be got into the 
hands of ſmugglers only, and the retailers who 
buy from them. It was expected, that the alteration 
wa made ſome years ago in the method of collecting 
thoſe duties, would: have prevented this 1nfamous 
WW | practice: When that project was firſt ſet on foot, 
remember, ſome people were mighty fond of it; 
they affured us, that it would intirely put am end 
„to fmuggling z but experience has taught us the 


ni 2d 
ny contrary, for ſince that alteration, the trade of 
then ſmuggling has been much more general than ever 
tit was before; fo that we have ſubjected a great 


number of our fellow ſubjects to infinite hardthips 
f 112 ad oppreſſions, without gaining thereby any be- 
oefit or advantage to the public. IE 215! 
ood As this practice of ſmuggling, which has of 
| late ſo much increaſed; muſt be likewiſe a conſi- 
jougtt derable detriment to the public revenue, the peti- 
tioners have this other view, that upon theirappli- 
ar. the cation to this houſe, they hope we ſhall take the 
affair again under our conſideration, and endeavour 
lerabiq to contrive ſome methods for preventing this infa- 
etition$ mous practice for the future: If then the relief of 
« non} * a great 
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Alderman 
Þerry ſe- 
conds the 
motion, 


Mr. Win- 
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lowing gentlemen ſpoke as follows, viz. 
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a great number of our fel low- ſubjects from grie. 
vances they juſtly complain of, if the encourge. 
ment of the ſair trader, if the increaſing cf the 
public revenue, are conſiderations which ought to 
weigh with a Britiſh Parliament, I am ſure the 
caſe now before us, in which all the three are join. 
ed, deſerves the utmoſt regard of this houſe, and 
therefore, I cannot doubt of the pet ition's being 
referred to a committee, and when we go into that 
committee, I do not doubt, but that ſeveral gentle. 
men will offer their opinions, and propoſe expe- 
dients for the relief of the petitioners, as well as 
for the advantage of the revenue; but as theſe 
things cannot properly come now under our con- 
ſideration, I ſhall not give the houſe any farther 
trouble at preſent, but only to move, that the peti- 
tion may be referred to the conſideration of 
committee of the whole houſe,” 


: . ws wy yy T- dꝗ 7²ʃ⸗‚ ] —˖Üð—˙¾t.. TY OE 


Alderman Ferry. As my honourable friend, Sir, 
has fully opened the nature of the petition, and 
as it is a matter of ſuch conſequence, that I make 
© no doubt of his motion's being complied with, 
© think there is nothing incumbent upon me at pre- 
< ſent more than to ſecond the motion he has made. 


Upon this there aroſe a debate, in which the fol. 


Thomas Winningtcn, Eſq, I can by no means, 
© Sir, agree with the two honourable gentlemen 
© over the way, in the motion they have now made 
* you. I will, indeed, agree with them, that the 
* relieving of any number of our fellow- ſubjech 
from grievances they juſtly complain of, the en- 
* couraging of the fair trader, and the increaſing the 
public revenue, are matters of a very great con- 
cern, and always deſerve the utmoſt attention of 
this houſe, when they are regularly and properly 

| | brought 


La 


rf a 6 
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«WM brought before us; but I cannot think that this pe- 
e Wl © tition can properly bring either of them before us, 
ne Ml © nor can I think, that it is now a proper time to 
to go into a committee upon this or any ſuch petition, 
There is nothing that can be propoſed in conſe- 


n. © quence of this petition, but what may diminiſh 
nl Wl © the public revenue, and as we are in a manner now 
3 Wl © jult upon the brink of a war, I think it would be 
at WF © very unwiſe in us, to do any thing that may poſ- 
l. ſcbly diminiſh that revenue, for which we may 
de: ſoon have ſo great an occaſion. 

as * As to the infamous practice of ſmuggling, and 
eſe WM the frauds that are committed in that branch of 
on- 


' the public revenue, which the petition relates to, 
her oi A every gentleman would be willing to do 
11 WM ſomething to prevent it, if poſſible; but the me- 
2 dod, which ſeems to be propoſed by this petition, 
appears really to me in a very ſtiange light: It 
has been found, they ſay, that the laws of exciſe 


Sir, . joined with the laws of the cuſtoms, have not been 
1 effectual for preventing all thoſe frauds, and there- 


' fore gentlemen propoſe, that we ſhould take off 
„ done of theſe checks, and indeed that which muſt 
hre. be acknowledged to be the moſt effectual of the 
two, in order to prevent running for the future. I 

"am ſure, 81 ſay any thing to convince 
cM. lure, Sir, I need not lay any g 

gentlemen, that this propoſition cannot be ſuppo- 
{ed to tend to the encouragement of the fair tra- 
der, or to the increaſe of the public revenue; and 


ane, s to the petitioners, if theyace all fair traders, they 
- muſt acknowledge, that it would be ſo far from giv- 


ing them any relief, that it would intirelyruin them. 
* I ſhould be glad, Sir, to hear any thing propo- 
{ed for the benefit of the fair trader, or the ſecu- 
ty of the public revenue, but for us to go into a 
committee upon that ſubject, when no gentleman 
of this houſe can ſay, that there 1s ny particular 
method or ſcheme to be propoſed, would be taking 
up the time of the houſe to no purpoſe, Beſides, 
Vor. XI. 1 ie 


321 


322 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1734, 


Sir, if there were really any methods or ſchemes 
to be propoſed to us, for putting an end to fraud 
and ſmuggling, it is not now a proper time for us 
to enter into the conſideration of them : As it is 
© now the laſt ſeſſion of a Parliament, and conſider- 
ing the preſent poſture of the affairs of Europe, it 
* muſt be preſumed, that the ſhort time we have to 
* fit, will be taken up in matters of very great 
* weight, and which require a more immediate con- 
* ſideration. There cannot be any great inconve- 
nience in putting off this affair to another ſeſſion, 
© and therefore, I muſt be againſt the motion now 
* made, and ſhall move that the petition may be 
* ordered to lie upon the table. 
Mr. Alder- Alderman Perry, © When this motion was made, 
la by my honourable and worthy friend, I did 
* not apprehend that it would have met with any 
* oppoſition, and therefore, I gave the houſe no other 
© trouble, than juſt to ſecond the motion; but 
* now that I find the honourable gentleman who 
* ſpoke laſt oppoſes the motion, I hope I ſhall be 
* indulged to offer a few words in ſupport of the 
* motion I have ſeconded. It has always been my 
opinion, Sir, that while we fit here, no time can 
© be improper for our taking into our conſiders 
* tion, a petition ſigned by ſuch a number of con- 
* ſiderable traders, complaining of grievances which 
they appehend themſelves under: The hearing cf 
complaints from the ſubjects, and the redreſſing of 
© thoſe grievances, which any of them labour under, 
I have always underſtood, to be a chief part of the 
© buſineſs of Parliament; and am ſorry to hear it 
* ſaid in this houſe, that any time is improper for 
* ſuch a conſideration, eſpecially when it is not ſo 
much as pretended, that the complaints are frivo- 
© lons, or that the petitioners are inconſiderable. 
Ihe honourable gentleman ſpoke of our being 
aon the brink of a war, and therefore thought it = 
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* wiſe for us to attempt to do any thing at ſuch a 
juncture, that might poſlibly leſſen the public re- 


venue: I believe there is no gentleman in this 
' houſe means to leſſen the public revenues; the 
very end of the motion now made to us is, to en- 
* deavour to do ſomething, that may increaſe the 
public revenue, by preventing thoſe frauds by 
* which it is greatly diminiſhed. The gentleman 
' allows, that the laws of exciſe, and the laws of 
the cuſtoms, when joined together, are ineffectual 
for the preventing of the running of tea, but thinks 
it ſtrange, that the taking off of one of thoſe checks 
* ſhould be propoſed, as a method for the preventing 
* ot running for the future; and it would be ſo, if 
'this were the only method to be propoſed; but 
there may be ſome method propoſed, if we go in- 
'to a committee upon this + 23, which will render 
the laws of the cuſtoms ſingly, more effectual a- 
gainſt ſmuggling, than both the laws of exciſe and 
cuſtoms have been found to be; and, in ſuch caſe, 
dit will not appear ſtrange, to give a relief to many 
' of our diſtreſſed countrymen, by freeing them from 
the oppreſſive laws of exciſe, 

* If gentlemen will but examine this affair a little, 
they will find, that by adding the laws of exciſe 
to the laws of the cuſtoms, they have neither given 
'a check to ſmuggling, nor have they increaſed the 
public revenue, in the ſame proportion as the con- 
ſumption of that commodity has increaſed of late 
years within this kingdom. In the year 1716, the 
duty upon coffee and tea amounted to but ſixty 
odd thouſand pounds; from 1716 to 1724, that 
duty continued ſubject only to the laws of the cuſ- 
' toms, and yet ſo grearly did our conſumption in- 
creaſe within that time, that in the year 1723, the 
duty anounted to 112,0001. which is near double 
the Sum, in that ſeven years which preceded the 
Alteration 3 which can be attributed only to the in- 
'Creaſe of the conſumption, for it cannot be ſaid, 
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© that the cuſtom-houſe officers were more exact and 
* diligent, or the ſmugglers leſs ſkilled in the arts 
* of deceit in that year, than they had been in any 
* of the former. | 
In the year 1724, the famous alteration now 
* complained of was made; we cannot ſuppoſe that 
the conſumption has ſince decreated ; on the con- 
< trary, as tea has been fold cheaper ſince that time 
© thanever it was before, we muft ſuppoſe, that the 
* conſumption has greatly increaſed ; and as by this 
* alteration the unfair dealers and traders were in- 
* tirely put out of all their old arts of ſmuggling, or, 
© atleaſt, of diſpoſing of their run goods, we muſt 
* ſuppoſe the duty increaſed, and accordingly it did 
© fo, always till the year 1729; when it amounted 
© to about 162,0co J. But by that time the ſmugglers 
began to learn new arts of deceit, and to contrive 
new ways of defrauding the public, ſo that ſince 
the year 1729, the duty has been daily decreaſing, 
and is now reduced to leſs than 120,000 l. per an. 
EFrom hence it muſt appear, that the public has 
not gained much by the alteration of the method 
of collection, which lies fo heavy upon all the 
dealers in that commodity. 
It is certain, Sir, that this decreaſe in the public 
© Tevenue, which has happened ſince the year 1729, 
cannot be owing to any decreaſe in the confurny- 
tion of that commodity ; for it is, of late years, 
©. ſold fo cheap, that the very meaneſt of the people 
make uſe of it, which I know by my own expe- 
© rience to be true; becauſe, but lately, a poor wo- 
man of that part of the city where I live, for whom 
Thad ſome time before procured twelve-pence per 
< week- charity, acknowledged to me, that ſhe had 
tea every morning for her breakfaſt, and ſaid, that 
except water, it was the cheapeſt drink ſhe could 
get; and therefore, as the conſumption muſt be 
much larger, and the produce of the duty very 
little ſuperior now to what it was in the year 1723, 
Ks .< 45 i ö 0 we 
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ve muſt conclude, that the alteration now com- 
© plained of, has rather increaſed than diminiſhed 
b s | | 
Ihe honourable gentleman ſhould not have ſaid, 
« Sir, that it was propoſed to leſſen the public reve- 
nue, or that it was propoſed to take off any of 
« thoſe checks which have been laid upon ſmuggling; 
there has not been any thing propoſed, nor is it 
proper there ſhould, until we go into the commit- 
© tee moved for, which I have reaſon to believe 
© the houſe will agree to, becauſe I have not yet 
© heard any one argument offered againſt it, but on- 
ly that of its not being now a proper tune, which 
indeed has been almoſt the only 1 made 
* uſe of againſt moſt things that have been propoſed 
this ſeſſion, and I really believe we are to hear no 
* other from that quarter; but I muſt think, that it 


ICE 


> sa very unfair way of treating any propoſition or 
*. Ml © motion, that is made by any gentleman of this 
195 Wl © houſe, and however far ſuch arguments may pre. 
" * vail in this houſe, I am ſure they will give but 


very little ſatisfaction to thoſe; without doors. 
blic 


np- 


re and the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 


* have urged in ſupport of their motion, JI muſt 


plc * agree with my honourable friend on the floor, that 
Pe the preſent is not at all a proper time, nor, indeed, 
WO are we any way prepared for going into a commit- 
om tee upon the petition now before us. I am ſur- 
e, priſed, Sir, to hear it pretended, that no argument 
hat + "I been offered againſt the motion, but that of its 
that , not being a proper time: Have they not been told, 
uld . is it not w | known to every gentleman of the 
t be WI houſe, that this is the laſt ſeffron of a Parliament, 
ey WW which muſt always be pretty much hurried, and 
75  thererefore, it is not proper to bring before us an 


* affair of ſuch a complicated nature, and which will 
1 require 
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27- the honourable gentleman who made the motion, ſpeech. 
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© require ſo much time to ſearch thoroughly to the 
bottom of the wound, befoie we can ſo much as 
„wei. to apply, or even to find out a proper re- 
* Beſides, Sir, have they not been told, and des 
not every man know, that the preſent poſture of 
* affairs in Europe may probably bring matters of 
much greater importance before us, matters of the 
© higheſt conſequence to the whole nation, and mat- 
ters which will require the immediate conſideration 
© of Parliament? Shall we then take up the ſhort 
© time we have to fit, in the examination of affairs 
relating to one ſmall branch of the revenue, the 
* delaying of which until another ſeſſion, can be of 
no ſignal diſadvantage to the nation in general, 
or even to any private man? And I ſhall add, that 
* we ought to be the more cautious of entering into 
© the examination of this petition, becauſe it may 
bring before us a great many ſuch; there are ſeve- 
* ral ſorts of other commodities ſubject to the laws 
© of exciſe, and if we once enter upon giving relief 
* to the petitioners, we may expect petitions from 
© the Tellers in all thoſe other commodities ſubject 
* to the ſame laws. Tata 
The gentleman who ſpoke laſt, has, I find, been 
* at the pains to confider the amount of the duty up- 


* on tea for ſeven years before, and ſeven years after | 
* the alteration was made in the method of collect- 


ing that duty, and I will agree with him, that in 
this laſt year the produce of that duty amounted 
to no more than 120, 00 J. But I muſt take no- 
© tice, that his method of comparing the one with the 
© other is neither fair nor juſt: He has, out of the 
© time before that alteration was made, picked out 
: N when the produce of that duty amount- 
Fed to the higheſt ſum that it ever did before 
* the alteration was made; and out of the time, 
* fince the alteration was made, he has picked ont 
* that year when the produce of that duty was the 
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' loweſt that it has been in any year ſince, in order 
to make a compariſon, and from thence to draw 
© his concluſion, that the public revenue has not been 
much increaſed by the alteration that was made in 
the year 1724, as to the method of collecting that 
duty. 

Now, Sir, I appeal to every gentleman that 
' hears me, if the fair way of ſtating this matter is 
' not, to compute the amount of the duty for ſeven 
years before, in order to fix a medium for that 
* ſeven years; and next to compute the amount for 
ſeven years after, in order to fix a medium for that 
time, and then to compare the two mediums to- 
' gether. This, Sir, is certainly the fair way of 
making a computation, and according to this me- 
* thod it will be found, that the public revenue has 
been increaſed above 34, 000 J. per annum. Beſides 
* this, the gentleman forgot to mention ſeizures, 
* which in this caſe ought to be taken notice of, and 
* added to the yearly increaſe, and by them it will 
abe found, that there is an addition of 20,0007. a 
year more made to the public revenue; which in 
the whole amounts to 54,0001. a year, an increaſe 
which I believe no gentleman in this houſe will 
think inconfiderable, nor ought they, I think, to 
go raſhly into the changing of that method of col- 
: ſedtion by which this increaſe has been made, eſpe- 
cially a. 65 we are at leaſt in danger of being up-. 
*on the brink of a war, as has been hinted by my 
* honourable friend upon the floor, 

Iwill allow, Sir, that the practice of running of 
tea is a very great fraud upon the public, and an 
injury to the fair trader, and I will likewiſe al- 
low, that it has come to a very great height of 
late, but the manner of carrying it on now is very 
different from what it was formerly. The ſmug- 
glers now travel in bodies of 30 or 40 men together, 
* all well armed and provided for a FPS de- 
* fence; they carry their goods from houſe to houſe, 
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and actually murder and deſtroy the King's off. 
* cers, wherever they can meet with them unſup. 
© ported by regular troops: This is now their me- 
5 thod of running their goods, and diſpoſing of them 
© after they are run; this, as will, I believe, be ac- 
© knowledged, muſt be much more dangerous and 
* expenſive to them, than the clandeſtine way they 
were in formerly; this method they have been 
© reduced to by the laws of exciſe, and yet gentle. 
men deſire to have that check removed, which has 
laid them under ſo great difficulties 
Gentlemen, Sir, complain, that arguments are 
© not offered againſt what they propoſe, or at leaſt 
© none but ſuch as are general, 5%, I think, it has 
© always been the cuſtom, when any thing new is 
© offered to this houſe, for thoſe who are 2 it, to 
give their reaſons for what they propofe, and il 


*< thoſe reaſons cannot be ſufficiently anſwered, or 


ſtronger reaſons brought againſt it, the houſe then 
© agrees with the motion. Now I wiſh thoſe gen. 
* tlemen would give us ſome 8 argument in 
* ſupport of what they propoſe, I wiſh they would 
© agree upon ſome particular facts, and argue from 
© thoſe facts, and then the gentlemen who ſcem to 
© be of a contrary opinion would be able to debate 
* the queſtion fairly with them z but ſince they have 
not been able to agree upon any facts, or to give 
© us any particular reaſons for referring this peti- 
tion to a committee, I muſt conclude, that even 
© they themſelves are not prepared for taking it in- 
to conſideration, and therefore I hope it will be 
© ordered to Iye upon the table, | 


N Samuel Sandys, Eſq; Sir, the honourable 


* gentleman who ſpoke laſt, deſired that we 
might agree on particular facts, and argue from 
© thoſe facts. This, Sir, would be a proper and 
* a reaſonable demand, if we were now in a 
© committee upon the petition z but as the only 

T ; * queſtion 
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* queſtion now before us is, whether or no we ſhall 
go into a committee, I cannot think, that it is 
either proper or reaſonable : It is, I think, ac- 
© knowledged, that the practice of ſmuggling is 
come to a very great height, and I believe it will 
not be denied, bur that all thoſe who are ſubject 
to the laws of exciſe, are under a great many in- 
© conVeniencies which their fellow ſubjects, not hable 
to ſuch laws, are free from: This alone, in my 
* opinion, ought to be a ſufficient inducement for us 
to go into a committee; for, in moſt caſes, peti- 
re Wl tioners, who complain of grievances, are to prove 
it che facts they alledge, before the committee, and 
as Wl * petitions are generally referred to committees, up- 
is Don ſuggeſtions only of grievances which ought to 
tobe redreſſed; but the caſe now before us is much 
i ſtronger, the facts alledged by the petitioners are 
or allowed to be true, the grievances complained of 
en Lare allowed to be ſuch as ought to be redreſſed, and 
-n- WM yet ſome gentlemen are, I find, againſt ſo much 
in Las taking their petition into conſideration : If this 
114 be treating our fellow-ſubje&s as they ought to be, 
m WI hope they always will be treated by this houſe, 
to leave to the whole world to judge. 
ate * But, Sir, upon the preſenting of a petition, and 
ve Wl von a debate, whether that 5 ought to be 
ive W rcterred to a committee, to deſire gentlemen to a- 
eti- ¶ gree upon particular facts, eſpecially when the facts 
ven T muſt all be fuch as cannot be known to any but 
in- thoſe in the adminiſtration, or thoſe who are imme- 
be Wl diately concerned in the management of the public 
revenue, is really moſt unreaſonable: It is deſiring 
'gentlemen to agree upon facts which it is impoſſi- 
ble WW ble for them to know, till they can, in a proper 
we way, have an opportunity to inquire into them. If 
om the houſe ſhall agree, which I hope it will, to go 
and into a committee upon this PI, I do not 
| a doubt but ſuch papers will be called for, as will put 
nly us upon an equal footing with thoſe gentlemen who 
ion | have 
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© have the advantage of being concerned in the ad. 
* miniſtration, and in the management of the pub. 
lic revenue; and then I make no doubt of being 
able to comply with the gentleman's deſire; I am 
* perſuaded, we ſhall then be able to fix upon ſuch 
facts as will make it appear to this houſe, that not 
only the petitioners ought to be relieved, but that 
© ſomething muſt be done, ſome new method muk 
© be contrived, for putting an end to the infamous 


practice of ſmnggling; fo that our not being able 


* at preſent to fix upon any particular facts, is ſo 
* far from being a reaſon againſt, that it is a ſtrong 
© reaſon for our referring this petition to the conſi- 


© deration'of a committee. 


»The petitioners, Sir, have very juſt grounds to 
hope, chat this houſe will take off of them thoſe 
* ſhackles which we moſt juſtly refuſed to put upon 
the dealers in wine and tobacco: They have as 
goodd a title to all the liberties and privileges of 
Engliſbmen us any other ſubjects, and I can fee no 
* reaſon for diſtinguiſhing them from the reſt of 
their countrymen. In the preſent cafe gentlemen 
* need not be afraid of making a precedent, and lay- 
ing a foundation for a great many petitions ; there 
* are no dealers in England followed by the laws cf 


* excite, as the dealers in tea are, except only the 


* dealers in brandy ; and therefore, the giving ear 


© to the heavy and the juſt complaints of the 17 


* tioners, can lay no foundation for a multitude of 
* petitions being brought in upon us from the deal. 
ers in other commodities ſubjected to the laws of 
* exciſe; for though there are other commodities 
* fabzect to the laws of exciſe, yet thoſe laws go no 
* farther than the firſt manufacturer, they do not 
follow the commodity through all the corners of 
© the kingdom, and into the little ſhops and cellars 
* of every petty retailer, Te 
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Gentlemen tell us, that we are to have matters 
af much greater weight before us, which require a 
more immediate conſideration, and which will 
take up the whole of that ſhort time we have to 
ebe together. Sir, I know nothing of greater 
eight than that of effectually ſecuring the public 
revenue, encouraging the fair trader, and relieving 
our fellow-ſubzects from the grievances they labour 
under, and I wiſh the gentlemen would riſe up 
and inform the houſe what it is, that they think a 
matter of much greater weight. I am ſure, if we 
are upon the brink of a war, or in any danger of 
being upon the brink of a war, it renders it much 
the more neceſſary for us to take the petition into 
our conſideration: As the war can be ſupported 
only by the public revenue, if we are in any ſuch 
danger, it is the more incumbent upon us, to take 
all poſlible methods to ſecure and increaſe. that 
'revenue z and as in time of war the fair trader la- 
bours under many diſcouragements abroad, it will 
become the more neceſſary to take care that he 
all labour under as few as poſſible at home; 
and I am ſure, if we are threatened with a war, it 
is the buſineſs of this houſe, it is the buſineſs of 
'every man who wiſhes well to the preſent eſta- 
blichment, to be more diligent than uſual in con- 
ciliating the minds of the people to his Majeſty's 
government, which can only be done by remor 
'ving their grievances as ſoon as we hear them: 
Thus, Sir, every argument that has been offered 
'2gainſt going into a committee, when duly conſi- 
(ered, appears to be a ſtrong argument in favour 
'of the motion, and therefore, unleſs ſome more 
"weighty arguments be offered, I am perſuaded the 
' houſe will not reject it. | | N 
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"with my worthy friend, in the motion he has made 
for referring this petition to a committee of _”_ 
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whole houſe, and as I have not yet heard any on: 
argument againſt it, I ſhall not take up much cg 
your time. I have indeed heard gentlemen argue 
© againſt what they imagine may be propoſed whey 
© we go into a committee upon this petition, which 
© really to me ſeems to be a very prepoſterous way 
© of arguing; they firft form to themſelves hideons 
© notions of what 1s to: be propoſed in that commit. 
©. tee, and from thence they reſolve to be againſt go. 
ing into any ſuch committee. I would be as un- 
willing, Sir, as any gentleman in this houſe, to do 
any thing at the preſent juncture for leſſening th; 
public revenue, and Lam far from believing, that 
any ſuch thing is intended to be propoſed ; but if 
© I really thought, that ſome ſuch thing was to be 
< propoſed, though, according to my preſent ſenti. 
ments, I ſhould be very much againſt any ſuch 
< propoſition, yet I ſhould be willing to hear what 
«gentlemen had to fay upon that head, and there. 
«re would not be againſt giving them an oppor- 
< tunity, eſpecially in a caſe which every man al- 
© lowed: to be ſuch as ſtood very much in need of 
reden | 

Lam of opinion, Sir, that thoſe gentlemen who 
© feem to ſhew ſo very great a concern for the rev:- 
mue, need not be ſo much afraid that the giving a 
c Ja — to the petitioners would diminiſh the 
public revenue; for I believe when proper papers 
© and accounts are called for, and the matter fairly 
and fully examined, it will appear, that the reve- 


< ſome time ago made in the method of collecting b 7 
the duty upon tea; I believe it will then appear, I © 
that the increaſe of the publick revenue has not near . 
kept pace with the increaſe of the conſumption; 1 
* ſo that if thoſe gentlemen have really nothing elſe IU 
* to fear, but a decreaſe of the public revenue, they If © 
need make no difficulty in reſtoring the peti- ÞÞ © 
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* tioners to thoſe privileges which no Engh/ſhman 


* cught to be deveſted of, without ſome very abſo- 
lute and apparent neceſſity for ſo doing. 
Gentlemen ſay, the ſeſſion is to be but ſhort, 
* and therefore we have not time to enter into the 
* conſideration of this affair; upon which I muſt 
ſay, Sir, that thoſe who talk ſo, ſeem to have for- 
got one of the chief ends of our meeting in this 
place; it is, or it ought to be known to every gen- 
tleman in this houſe, that two of the chief ends of 
* cur meeting here are, to redreſs grievances, and 
to grant ſuch ſupplics to his Majeſty as appear to 
dus to be neceſſary for the ſupport of his govern- 
ment; and the uſage of Parliament anciently was, 
to grant no ſupplies till all grievances were firſt re- 
 drefled ; but the method ſeems now to be intirely 
' altered ; gentlemen find time enough to load the 
nation with many and heavy taxes, but can ſpare 
* no time, it ſeems, to relieve the people from any 
burden or grievance they juſtly complain of. They 
* who talk fo, muſt certainly have much more aſſu- 
' rance than I am maſter of: I wonder how, after 
ſuch a declaration, they can, with confidence, look 
their conſtituents in the face, far leſs expect, that 
' they ſhould again do them the honour to ſend 
them hither. Thoſe gentlemen really talk of this 
* houſe, as if they looked on it only as a regiſter for 
' taxes, and as if we had nothing to do — but 
to grant to the crown what ſums of money the 
miniſters ſhall pleaſe to call for; J hope, Sir, we 
are not yet come to ſuch a low paſs: I have {ſtill 
a better opinion of this houſe than to believe, that 
you will reject a motion ſo reaſonable and ſo ne- 


ceſſary. 


Walter Plummer, Eſq; Sir, I am fo ſenſible of ur. Hun- 


the grievances the petitioners labour under, and 


ot the neceſſity of doing ſomething to put a ſtop 
to that growing evil of ſmuggling, that [ _ 
been 
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© been in expectation of this petition ever ſince the 
ſeſſion began. The time I ſpent in the country, 


during the laſt receſs of Parliament, happened to 
be in a county where I had occaſion to fee a great 


deal of that infamous practice; fo that if there 


* was no other motive for going into the committee 
6 


propoſed, than that of endeavouring to do ſome- 

$ — to prevent ſmuggling, that alone with me 

* would be a prevailing motive; and for that reaſon 

I am ſurpriſed to ſee the motion oppoſed by any 

© gentleman, but much more to ſee it oppoſed by 
© thoſe gentlemen, who muſt know much more 

© than I do of the great increaſe and the fatal effects 

© of this infamous practice. 

Sir, in that county where I was, the ſmugglcrs | 
© went about in ſuch formidable bodies, that if ſome- 
thing is not done to put a ſtop to it, they may 
* foon threaten danger even to our civil govern- 
ment: I have often met them in gangs of forty or 
fifty together, and all fo well mounted, that cvcn 
© the dragoons could not come up with them; and 
© they give ſuch exceſſive wages to the men that will 
* engage with them, that the landed intereſt in that 
part of the country ſuffers conſiderably by it: The 
* common price of a day's labour, in that country 
* where I was, is already got up to 18 f. and, ever 
* at that price, it is with great difficulty that the far- 
© mers can find labourers to till and manage their 
grounds; and how can it be otherwiſe ? For all 
© the young clever fellows of the county are enge 
© ged and employed by the ſmugglers; from them 
they have half a crown a day, while they wait up- 
© on the ſea-coaſt for the lands? of the goods; and 
© as ſoon as the goods are landed, and they mount 


on horſe-back, to go about the country to diſpoſe 
© of them, they have a guinea a day, and are well 
* entertained during the whole time of their at. 
*tendance: Thus they find a much eaſier, and 
more profitable employment than any * 

| have 
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' have from the farmer; and while they are thus 
employed, all improvements of land muſt remain 
in ſuſpence. | 

Gentlemen may talk of the great check that has 
been put upon ſmuggling, by the joining of the 
aus of exciſe to the laws of the cuſtoms, but the 
' muſt allow, that project from which ſo much be- 
* nefit was expected, has proved altogether ineffec- 
' tual, and I am afraid that all other methods will 
prove ineffectual, as long as the duty is ſo high, 
and ſo much advantage to be got by running. In 
that part of the country where I was, tea is gene- 
ally fold by retailers, in their ſhops, at 55s. a 
pound, and as we mult ſuppoſe the importer to 
1 a profit upon importation, and as the duty 
amounts to about 4 . and 94. a pound, I leave 
' gentlemen to judge, whether it is poſſible to ſel] 
by retail at 35. a pound, any tea upon which the 
duty has been honeſtly paid: It is eaſy to gueſs 
from whence all this tea comes; the ſmugglers 
buy it in Holland, at 2 5. a pound, and from thence 
run it into this country; the Dutch buy it in the 
' Eaſt-Indies at 6 d. a pound; ſo that this nation pays 
Th the Dutch 18 d. a pound for the carriage: This 

"Wl © muſt be a vaſt loſs to this nation, and muſt cer- 
'tainly be ſo great an advantage to Holland, that, I 
eam ſure, if there were now a Dutch miniſter in 
* our gallery, he would be extremely pleaſed to ſee 
this motion rejected, and would not fail to ac- 
* quaint the States General, by the very firſt poſt, 
how much the intereſt of Holland had, by — 
gentlemen in a Britiſʒh houſe of Commons, been 
preferred to that of Great Britain. 

Jam amazed, Sir, to find that ſome gentlemen 
do not ſee how much the revenue ſuffers by the 
practice of ſmuggling ; and though I do not ex- 
pect that they out take any great care of the 


public revenue, ſince they have the fingering and 
| | | * the 


ſubject, yet I hope they will take ſome care of the 
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the managing of it. Upon the whole, I muſt ſay, 
that if we have any regard for the ſubjects in ge. 
neral, if we have any regard for the trade of this 
nation, if we have any regard for the public reve. 
nue, if we have any regard for the landed intereſt, 
particularly the tillage, we certainly muſt agree 
to go into this committee; I am fure nothing more 
* worthy of our conſideration can poſſibly come be- 
fore us, and therefore I ſhall be moft heartily for 
© the queſtion.” 


K AM X & Aa 


* 


Henry Pelham, Eſq; Sic, I cannot ſay; with 
© the gentleman who ſpoke laſt, that I have been in 
daily expectation of the petition now preſente( to 
us; on the contrary, I was in hopes, that as the 
< ſenſe of this houſe had been taken upon it laſt ſeſ 
* ſion of Parliament; the petitioners would have cho- 
* ſen a more proper time for renewing their requeſt 
© than I take the preſent to be; for, not to ſay that 
* we are upon the immediate brink of a war, nor to 
* flatter gentlemen with any certain hopes of peace, 
IJ am ſure, 1 may ſay, our ſituation is at preſent 
* ſuch, that to do any thing which might poſſibly 
© tefſen the public revenue, would be acting other- 
* wiſe than this houſe ought to do; and indeed, 
conſidering the preſent ſituation of the affairs of 
Europe, and how nearly this nation may be affect- 
ed by the event of the preſent war, the preſent- 
ing of ſuch a petition, at ſuch a critical junc- 
ture, ſeems really to me to be done with no other 
view, but that of reviving thoſe clamours, and 
renewing thoſe unhappy diſturbances which were 
lately ſo artfullyſtirred up over the whole kingdom. 
It is impoſlible, Sir, to talk either for or againſt 
committing a petition, without entering ſome way 
into the merits of it, and into. what may be ex- 
pected to be done in that committee: In this, if 
there is any irregularity, the gentlemen who have 
* ſpoke for referring the petition to a * 

3 have 
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have been as guilty as thoſe who have ſpoke againſt 
it; but, in my opinion, there is nothing more 
proper to be conſidered in the 3 debate, than 
* whether or no there can poſſibly be any thing pro- 
pꝓoſed in that committee, for redreſſing thoſe griev- 
* ances which are complained of in the petition ; 
for if no preſent redreſs can be thought of, if there 
can be nothing propoſed, it would not be very con- 
© ſiſtent with the dignity of this houſe to go into a 
* committee upon any affair, only to ſtare at one 
* another, and then to break up without hearing any 
thing propoſed, or coming to any one reſolution ; 
* and as yet I have heard nothing mentioned, nor ſo 
much as hinted at, for us to do in that committee, 
but what might very probably diminiſh the public 
revenue, which is a riſque we ought not to run at 
' preſent. 

* I am very ſenſible, Sir, of the great enormities 
committed by the ſmugglers, eſpecially in thoſe 
counties which are in the neighbourhood of this 
* city : The open and the outrageous manner in 
* which they carry on their frauds, is well known, I 
* believe, to moſt gentlemen in this houſe; but it 
' is certain, that that method of ſmuggling is much 
more expenſive, more difficult and more dange- 
tous than the private way they had of carrying on 
that practice, before the laws of exciſe were joined 
to the laws of the cuſtoms ; and it is likewiſe well 
known, how many ſeizures have lately been made, 
and how many of thoſe ſmugglers have been quite 
ruined and undone ; this muſt neceſſarily diſcou- 
rage any new undertakers in that way, and will 
certainly put an end to the practice at laſt; for the 
misfortunes of others will at laft convince moſt peo- 
ple, that there is nothing to be got by the trade, 
' and as ſoon as that opinion comes to be general, 


0 


no man will dare to engage in it. 
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© I ſhall not ar preſent pretend to determine, what 
increaſe has been made to the public revenne, by 
ſubjecting tea, coffee and chocolate, to the laws 
of exciſe ; but it is certain, that branch of the re- 
venue has been ſince that time increaſed, and! 
cannot think but that there was more ſmuggling 
before, than ſince that alteration was made; there 
were not, indeed, ſo many ſeiſures made befote, 
© as there have been made ſince that time, nor was 
ſmuggling formerly carried on in ſo open or ſo vi- 
* olent a manner, ſo that it has ſince made a great 
© deal of more noiſe, and from thence moſt people 
* conclude falſely, I believe, that ſmuggling has 
© lately increaſed, | 
© It is very true, Sir, that moſt of thoſe things, 
* which are now under the laws of exciſe, are not 
* fo much followed after as tea, which indeed makes 
* difference, as to the number of perſons who are 
thereby ſubjected to the exciſe laws; but as to 
* thoſe who, by their being manufacturers of ſuch 
© other commodities, are ſubjected to ſuch laws, they 
© certainly feel as many inconveniences, and have 
© as much reaſon to complain of grievances, as the 
dealers in coffee and tea can poſſibly have, and 
© therefore they have as good reaſon to apply to 
Parliament for relief: Have not the malfters, th: 
© brewers, the ſoap-boilers, and a great many others, 
© as good a title to all the liberties and privileges d 
* Engliſhmey, as the dealers in coffee and tea, or 8 
<. any other ſubjects, and the reaſon for diſtinguiſhing 
© both from the reſt of their countrymen is, becauſe 
© the public utility and the nature of their buſinels 
© make it abſolutely neceſſary to do fo : If we then 
© take the caſe of the petitioners into our conſiders 
© tion, can we expect that all the other ſorts of tr 
© ders, who really are, or imagine themſelves to be 
in the ſame circumſtances, will not apply to us fot 
© relief ; and will it be conſiſtent with che Juſtice of 
Parliament, not to take their caſes under our con: 
ſideration, i 
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by * fideration, as well as the caſe of the petitioners : 
1 f Thus, Sir, ſhall we open a door for a great deal 
* of more buſineſs, than, I believe, any gentleman 
11 thinks we will have time to diſpatch in this ſeſſion, 
* or in this Parliament. 


in S: 
6. * In the preſent caſe, Sir, gentlemen ought to con- 
e fider, that the duties upon coffee and tea are appro- 


* priated duties; that part of the revenue, or at leaſt, 
vi. 2 great part of it, is appropriated to the payment 
_ ; of our public debts ; and therefore, before we at- 
ple tempt any alteration, as to the method of collect- 
has ing it, or any thing that may poſhbly diminiſh 
it, we ought to have the conſent of thoſe who are 

103, Intereſted therein, and in caſe of a diminution, we 
ke ought to be well aſſured of means to make it up 
in another way. I have always had, and ſhall al- 
* ways have, as great a regard to the intereſt of the 
* ſubject, as any member of this houſe, and I do 
ſuch not doubt, but the honourable gentleman who 
= © _ laſt has the ſame; but I never could think, 
that the taking care of the ſubject, and taking care 

the of the public revenue, were diſtin& conſiderations, 
a they are certainly the ſame, and in all our delibe- 
actions in this houſe we ought to have a regard to 
the both. I agree, that ſomething may, ſomething 
| * ought to be done, for putting an immediate ſtop 
es of : to the preſent practice of ſmuggling, but I think 
or ait more conſiſtent with the wiſdom of Parliament, 
hin Ml not to enter upon ſo copious a field, at the very 
cauſe WP cloſe of a Parliament, and therefore, as one that 
nels il wiſnes well to the ſubject, as a member of this 
then houſe, and as an honeſt man, I ſhall now give my 
Jer vote for ordering the petition to lie upon the table. 
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to be William Pulteney, Eſq; Sir, I find that all the vr Put 
gentlemen, who have oppoſed the motion now 1n 
your hand, pretend to be of opinion, that this 1s 
not a proper time for going into the committee 
tion, - propoſed. This, Sir, was, 1 remember, the chief 
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argument made uſe of laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
againſt taking this petition into our conſideration: 


c 
c 


© Then, indeed, they had another objection; they 


* pretended, that the petition then preſented to us, 
was ſigned but by a few of the dealers in that com- 
modity ; but this objection being now intirely re- 
moved by the gentleman who preſented the peti- 
tion, they are obliged to have recourſe to the other 
objection, which they then made uſe of. In laft 
ſeilion, they told us, this ſeſſion is near an end, 
we have not time now to enter into the conſidera- 
tion of the matters complained of in the petition, 
but next ſeſſion it ſhall be done: Now we are in 
the next ſeilion, and in the beginning of the ſeſſion 
too, they cannot tell us the lion is near an end, 
but they ſay, this ſeſſion will be but a ſhort ſeſſion, 
and as it is now ſo near the cloſe of a Parliament, 
we cannot now enter into the conſideration of this 
affair, but it ſhall be done next Parliament: What 
arrant trifling is this, Sir? Can gentlemen expect, 
that this houſe will be treated in ſuch a manner ? 
Who is the gentleman can promiſe, that this will 
be done, or what may be next Parliament? 
Can he whofancies himſelf the greateſt man among 
© us be ſure of having a ſeat in the next Parliament 
Or, if he has, can he be ſure that his power and 
* ſway will be the ſame ? But why, Sir, ſhould this 
be but a ſhort ſeſſion ? There is no neceſſity, that 
* I know of, for putting an end to the ſeſſion fo 
* ſoon : If there is, why did they not call us ſooner? 
* Thoſe in the adminiſtration have the ſole adviſing 
of his Majeſty, and it lies wholly in his breaſt 
when to call us together, as well as when to put an 
end to the ſeſſion : Shall our trade then lie expoſed 
to fraud and ſmuggling ? ſhall our fellow-ſubzects 
continue to groan under loads of oppreſſion, only 
* becauſe they are reſolved, that this ſeſſion ſhall be 
but a ſhort one? 
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© The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt ſeem- 
© ed to think, that this petition was preſented with a 
© view only, as he ſaid, to revive the clamours and 
© renew the diſturbances that were laſt year without 
doors: This, Sir, I am ſurpriſed at; ſhall our op- 
* preſſed countrymen be accuſed of having a defign 
© to raiſe diſturbances, when they complain to Par- 
© liament of the grievances they labour under? Shall 
© thoſe who ſue to us in the moſt humble manner, 
and pray that we would take their caſe into conſi- 
* deration, and give them ſome relief if it be poſſi- 
able; ſhall ſuch, I ſay, be deemed ſeditious? No, 
* Sir, they cannot be ſo much as ſuſpected of having 
* any ſuch deſign ; but if the preſent motion be re- 
* jected, if the humble requeſt of the petitioners be 
* denied, it will, and it ought to revive thoſe cla- 
* mours, and renew thoſe diſturbances, which were 
* Joſt year moſt juſtly raiſed over the whole king- 
* dom, by a moſt wicked ſcheme which was propo- 
© ſedin this houſe ; the nation will from thence moſt 
* juſtly conclude, that the ſcheme then ſet on foot, 
is not yet laid aſide; they will have reaſon to fear 
that an honourable gentleman may perhaps be able 
to perſuade gentlemen, at the beginning of a ſeven 
years Parliament, to agree to that wicked ſcheme, 
* which he could not perſuade them to agree to, 
immediately before a nrw election: If our fellow- 
ſubjects were intirely relieved from the oppreſſion 
© of exciſe laws, it might not perhaps be ſo eaſy to 
© ſaddle us with them again, but the gentleman is 
* reſolved to preſerve this as a neſt-egg, as a foun- 
© dation to build on, whenſoever he has a mind to 
take up again his favourite ſcheme, 

Gentlemen ſeem to be in a fright, as if the public 
© revenue were to be diminiſhed or taken away, but 
© I am convinced their fears are groundleſs ; there 
never was, I believe, any ſuch thing intended: All 


that is deſired by the preſent motion is, that we 


would go into a committee, that we would take 
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the affair once ſeriouſly into cur conſideration, in 
order to ſee, if any thing can be done more effec- 
tually to ſecure the public revenue than it is at 
preſent, and at the ſame time to grant ſome relief 
to thoſe who petition for it, and have a right to 
expect it from Parliament: This, Sir, will be an 
honour to this Parliament it will give us a title to 
return to our conſtituents with ſome confidence; 
and I can ſee no reaſon why we ſhould leave to 
any future Parliament, the honour of doing a 
work which will be of ſuch ſignal ſervice to their 
country and to their fellow ſubjects. 

* The grievance now complained of was, without 
doubt, the foundation of that wicked ſcheme 
which we had laſt year before us, and I am con- 
vinced, that no gentleman who had the honour of 
oppoſing that ſcheme, will agree to the rejecting 
cf the preſent motion, otherwiſe the houſe muſt be 
much changed from what it was at the time when 
an honourable gentleman, on ſeeing the minority 
daily increaſe, and the mazoritylanguiſh and ficken 
away, was at laſt, forced, almoſt with tears in his 
eyes, to give up his favourite child, the child of 
whom he ſeemed to have a moſt extraordinary opi- 
nion, when he ſaid, that gentleman who envied him 
other things, would ſome day or other envy him 
the honour of that project; and I am perſuaded, 
he ſtill entertains the ſame good opinion of it, and 
waits only for a proper opportunity to renew it, for 
which reaſon he 1s unwilling that we ſhould go 
into ſuch a committee as is now propoſed, leſt in 
that committee we ſhould ſap all the foundations 
upon which any future projects for a farther exten- 
ſion of the exciſe laws may be erected. 


Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir, If I 
were to follow the gentleman who ſpoke laſt in all 
* he has ſaid, I muſt intirely neglect the queftion now 
© before us; but of late it has become ſo faſhionable 
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* for gentlemen to run away from the queſtion, and 
« ſay every thing their fancies ſuggeſt to them, that 
git is impoſſible to give any aniwer to what they 
* ſay, and at the ſame time to keep to the order of 
debate. I cannot . rpg Sir, how I come 
* to be any way perſonally concerned in the preſent 
* queſtion, and yet, moſt of what the gentlemen ſaid, 
* ſeemed in a particular manner to be directed at 
eme, which indeed is a ſubject I always ſpeak to 
© with the greateſt unwillingneſs, and a ſubject I am 

* ſure that is very little worthy the attention of this 
* houſe, nor ought the time of the houſe to be taken 
* up with any thing relating to it. 

As to thoſe clamours which were lately, or have 
at any other time been raiſed without doors, I know 
* very well, Sir, that great art has been uſed, all the 
* means that human induſtry was capable of have 
* been employed, to raiſe clamours againſt me in all 
parts of the kingdom; but it is my happineſs, that, 
* after ten years endeavonrs for that purpoſe, no ob- 
* jection could ever yet be made to my conduct, 
* except what proceeded from ſomething I had ſad, 
* or ſomething I had propoſed or moved for in this 
* houſe; and I am ſure I am not conſcious to myſelf 
* that I ever propoſed any thing in this houſe, but 
* what I thought conſiſtent with my duty, as a 
member of this houſe, as a good ſubject, and as a 
* ſervant to the crown ; and in ſuch caſe, gentlemen 
may talk of the privileges of Parliament, and of 
© the freedom of debate, in this houſe, but if what a 
* man ſays is to be miſrepreſented, and clamours 
raiſed againſt him without doors, for what he ho- 
neſtly and fairly propoſes, or gives as his opinion 
in this houſe, I muſt leave to the houſe to judge, 
what their privileges may in time come to. 

* And, Sir, as to the wicked ſcheme, as the gen- 
* tleman was pleaſed to call it, which, as he would 
c . . 

- perſuade gentlemen, is not yet laid aſide, I, for my 
| £ 4 * own 
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own part, can aſſure this houſe, that I am not ſo 
mad as ever again to engage in any thing that 
looks like an exciſe, tho in my own private opi- 
nion I ſtill think it was a ſcheme that would have 
tended very much to the intereſt of the nation in 
general; and I am convinced, that all the cla. 
mours without doors, and a great part of the op- 
poſition 1t met with every where, was founded 
upon artful falſhood and miſrepreſentation, and 
upon inſinuations and ſuggeſtions, that ſuch things 
were intended as had never entered into the 
thoughts of any man I am acquainted with. 


* I will now try, Sir, if I may be excuſed, to | 


ſpeak a few words to the queſtion at preſent before 
us, but muſt firſt take notice, that I do not remem- 
ber any promiſe made laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
that the petition then preſented, and now again be- 
fore us, ſhould be taken into conſideration in this 
ſeſſion; nor do I know any perſon that could 
make ſuch a promiſe, or that can now ſay, that it 
{hall be conſidered of next ſeſſion; if the gentle- 
man means me, Iam ſure I never made any ſuch 
* either in laſt ſeiſion or in this; but I be- 

ieve any gentleman may ſay, that the next Parlia- 


ment may, if they pleaſe, take the affair now be- 


fore us into their confideration, and Ii think it is 
an affair of ſuch conſequence, that it will be more 
proper to enter upon the conſideration of it 1n the 
beginning of a new Parliament, than at the very 
cloſe of an old one. 

© It has been pretended, that the alteration made 
ſome years ago, as to the method of collecting the 
duties on tea, has not prevented the running of 
that commodity, nor increaſed the public revenue 
in proportion to the increaſe of the conſumption ; 
and to prove this, gentlemen have been pleaſed to 


© make computations, but, as has been before ob- 


* ſerved, they took a very unfair method in making 


* their computations, As to the running of tca, the 


© alteration 
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' alteration made has not indeed intirely prevented 
* it, but I am very ſure, it has made running a great 
* deal more expenſive and dangerous, and therefore 
done may, I think, with a great deal of probability 
* conclude, that no ſuch large quantities of tea have 
© been run ſince that alteration was made, as there 
| were before that time; or at leaſt it may be fad, 
* that as all ſorts of teas are now fold much cheaper 
abroad than they were formerly, and as our ſmug- 
* glers are become more cunning, and more bold 
* and deſperate, a great deal more of that commo- 
' dity would have been run in upon us, if that alte- 
ration, as to the method of collecting the duty, 
had not been ſeaſonably made. 
* Now, Sir, as to the increaſe of the public reve- 
* nues, if gentlemen will but take that branch of 
* the revenue at a medium for ſeven years before, 
and at a medium for ſeven years after the altera- 
' tion was made, I believe it will be found to have 
been a growing revenue from that time till the 
year 1729, when indeed it began to decreaſe; but 
* that was not owing to the new arts found out by 
the ſmugglers, but to the increaſe of their profits 
Aby ſmuggling ; for in that year the Dutch had 
four ſhips at China, and the French had four more, 
* by which they imported ſo great quantities of tea, 
' and were obliged to ſell it fo cheap, that they not 
only ſupplied thoſe places we formerly uſed to ſup- 
' ply, but great quantities of it were run in upon 
dus, becauſe the increaſe of the difference between 
the price of that commodity abroad and the price 
chere, conſiderably increaſed the profits to be got 
by running, which made the old ſmugglers run 
greater riſques, and engaged a great many new ad- 
* venturers in that pernicious trade; and this, Sir, 
is the true cauſe why that branch of our public re- 
venue began then to decreaſe ; but if the former 
method of collecting that duty had been then in 
© uſe, it would have decreaſed much more conſidera- 


* bly; 
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* bly; nay, I do not know but it might have almot Il the 
* intirely vaniſhed, | 'thel 

There is, Sir, another miſtake which gentle. WM, fer. 
men have fallen into; they have, as to the produce MY, Far 
* of this branch of the revenue for laſt year, forgot MI, Bre 
to make any allowances for the large quantities . Us 
* that are now in the ware-houſes of the Ea/t-lndiz Ml, ber 


* company, which muſt all pay duty, before it can 72 
© be removed from thoſe ware: houſes in order to be I e 
ſold for home conſumption ; ſo that to pick out MI, © 
© any one year for determining the amount of that MW, © 
part of the public revenue, is a very fallacious way Ml, Cu 
* of computing, becauſe it intirely depends upon the MI, ©* 
* ſales which the Eaft-India company are pleaſed to 
* make, and not upon the quantity that 1s conſumed 
* within the kingdom for that year; and yet gentle. . M 
* men have been ſo candid, as to pick out this laſt 75 
* year, when the produce was leſs than it has been. 0 
in any one year ſince the alteration was made, in . N 
* order to compare it with the year immediately wo 
preceding the alteration, when the produce wis Ml, t“ 
* higher than it had ever been before; and for this WM, © 
plain reaſon, becauſe, when that alteration began . Se 
© to be talked of, every body imagined, that it woud i 
* inhance the price of tea, and therefore moſt private 7 
families laid in great ſtocks of tea, before the alte- * 
ration took place. Th 

* When gentlemen talk, Sir, of going into com-. 4 
* mittees to conſider of lowering, or taking the d- 15 
* ties off of any commodity, they do not Forely re- = 
* flect, that it would be entering into a very large Fo 
field, it would be entering into an affair which Fo 


* would require the moſt ſerious and the moſt mature . 


* conſideration ; there are many other duties which 1 
* ought to be lowered or taken off, if it were poſlible; Ml, 1 
and if we were to go into ſuch a committee, 1 h 
© do not know but it might be thought more reaſon· . i 


able by many gentlemen, to take off the duty on 
* ſoap and candles, than to take off, or even to * 
* tie 
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the duty now payable upon coffee and tea ; but L 
theſe are conſiderations which I cannot think pro- [4 
per to be entered upon in the very laſt ſeſſion of a | 
' Parliament, and therefore, I muſt be againſt the | 
preſent motion, whatever uſe may be made of put- 1 
ting a Negative upon it: The rejecting of it ma 

perhaps be made uſe of by tome gentlemen to rails 
new clamours, and to increaſe the number of bi 
' cockades, with the fine motto of Liberty, Property, [ 
and no Exciſe , but whatever hopes may be con- {| 
ceived from ſuch low artifices, I entertain no fears 
about them, nor ſhall they ever deter me from de- 
claring my ſentiments freely upon any ſubject that i 
comes before this houſe.” 


| fo ö 
a ly 
” Mr. Speaker then ſtood up, and ſpoke to order, Mr. Seat. | 
trat it was none of his buſineſs to appear of eiter {4 
laſt . - - | 1 
een! ſde of the queſtion; but it was his duty to ac- iq 
| 


' quaint gentlemen when they were any way diſor- 
' derly ; and that there was nothing more irregular, 
than for gentlemen to be perſonal in their debates, 
vi. WI or to mention any thing that had been ſaid by any 
gentleman in a former ſeſſion of Parliament, or 
»1/]W £ven on the day immediately preceding. 


Cr pres 
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Then William Pulteney, Eſq; ſtood up again, and Mr. Pate 
ſad, * That it was certain, there was nothing more 
on. MW regular, than for gentlemen to be perſonal in their 
du. {bates, or to mention any thing that had been 
y re- laid by any particular gentleman in a former de- 
arge bate ; but if he was meant, he could not think he 
nich bad been guilty of any of theſe irregularities : He 
ture MI, had ſaid nothing but what related ſome way to the 
hi N in hand, or in anſwer to what had been 

{aid by ſome of the gentlemen who ſpoke before 
e. 1 bim. That he had been no way perſonal, nor 
afon- : had he pretended to mention what had been ſaid 
y on. n the former ſeſſion by any particular gentleman. 
ower | * But 
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* But, Sir, (ſays he) now J am up, I'll juſt men. Fo 
: tion one thing, with the indulgence of the houſe, 


which the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt 


( 

* ſeems to miſtake ; he ſeemed to me to talk as if Jak 
* gentlemen meant to take off the duty on tea: No: 40 
body, I believe, Sir, has ſpoke of taking off tha: th 
duty; but if the duty be too high, or laid on ina. _ 
© wrong manner, if we do go into a committee on: or 
* that affair, I doubt not but that ſomething may I's 
be propoſed, for ſecuring the duty to the public: of 
in a more effectual manner than it is at preſent; Mb th 
* and for levying it in a way which may be more: th 
convenient and agreeable to the ſubject. WeM: , 
may remember, Sir, what was the caſe of thefl« 41 
duty upon pepper; that duty was found by expe-ff: 1, 
* rience to be too high; it was lowered, and even au 
© by the lowering of it, the revenue came to be a}: 4 
* confiderable gainer. This may be found to be tie. 
* caſe, with reſpect to tea, but this we cannot judge : 
* of till we go into a committee upon it, and hae. 
* all papers and accounts proper for our inſtruction L 
© before us,” * 

PE ( 
Sir John Barnard, Sir, the honourable gentle. > 
man over the way has taken up a great deal of : 
your time in endeavouring to prove by argument, WM { 
the contrary of what is known to be true in fat. . 
{ 


He granted, indeed, that the ſubjecting of tea to 
the laws of exciſe, has not intirely prevented th: . 
running of that commodity ; but then he ſaid, that MW 
if it had not been ſubjected to the laws of excile, WW 
much greater quantities would have been run in 
an us than there have been of late years, becaule Ii « 
of the great difference that there has lately been 
in the price of tea abroad, and the price of it in 
this kingdom: Now, Sir, this is a fact which I 
cannot ſo eaſily admit; I cannot believe there 13 « 
now, or has lately been, ſo great a difference be- 
: tween the price of tea in foreign parts, and the 
| » png 
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price it is ſold for at our Eaſt-India ſales; for it is 
certain, that our Eaſt-India company muſt, and 
© ought to regulate their price, according to the 
price it bears in foreign markets: They certainly 
buy it as cheap in China as any other company can 
© do, and it coſts them no more to bring it home, 
therefore they may, and ought to ſell as cheap as 
' any other company does, otherwiſe they cannot 
pretend to ſell any of their tea in a foreign mar- 
* ket; and it is to be hoped, they do not make uſe 
* of their excluſive privilege, ſo as to lay a tax upon 
this nation, by making us pay dearer for their tea, 
than we can purchaſe it from others: This indeed 
* would give an encouragement to ſmuggling, but 
* this would be owing 1ntirely to their making a 
© bad uſe of their excluſive charter, by graſping at 
' 2 greater profit upon the ſale of their tea than 
they ought to expect: For this reaſon 1t is to be 
' preſumed, that in the your 1729, when the price 
* of that commodity fell ſo much abroad, it fell a 
great deal likewiſe at our Eaſt- India ſales here, 
* and therefore, that difference which the gentle- 
man built ſo much on, cannot be the real cauſe of 
the decreaſe of that branch of our revenue ſince 
that time; but this is a fact which we ought to 
inquire into, and this, Sir, is, in my opinion, a 
* ſtrong reaſon for our going into the committee I 
have propoſed. | 

Tis true, Sir, the laws of exciſe do not in their 
* own nature contribute any thing to the encourage- 
ment of running, this is what no gentleman has aſ- 
* ſerted ; but I am convinced, they have contributed 
nothing to the preventing of running; and I am 
* ſure, if it does not appear, that they have contri- 
* buted very remarkably to the preventing of that 
infamous practice, we ought not to leave ſuch a 
number of our fellow-ſubje&s, even for the ſpace 
of one year, under the burden of ſuch oppreſſive 


* laws, 
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© laws, otherwiſe it cannot be ſaid, that we hay: 
that regard to the eaſe and the happineſs of the ; 
people, which a Britiſh Parliament ought to have, r 
© and which I hope they always will have. Wc. 
* The gentleman found fault with the computæ + , 
tations that have been made, but let him make his « | 


computations what way he will, I believe, it will 
be found, that the increaſe of the public revenue 
has bore no proportion to the increaſe of the con- 
ſumption z and this laſt increaſe, which muſt be 
acknowledged by every man, 1s a good reaſon, 
why the rule which the gentleman propoſcs for 
diſcovering, whether the revenue has been a gainer 
by ſubjecting tea and coffee to the laws of exciſe 
ought not to be obſerved ; for if the conſumption 
3 increaſed for ſeven years before, and 
even years after the alteration was made, as to the 
method of collecting the duty on thoſe commod: 
ties; the medium for the ſeven years after muſt 
be much higher than the medium for the ſeven 
years before, and yet the increaſe of the public 
revenue cannot be ſaid to be owing to the laws 
of exciſe, but to the increaſe of the conſump 
tion. 

* As to the great quantities of tea now in the 
warehouſes of the Eaſi-India company, and the 
large quantities which, it is pretended, were bougit 
up juſt before the alteration took place, it is cet. 
tain that the company generally have large quantr 
ties in their warehouſes, and ſell them off accor& 
ing to the demand, which, as to our home con- 
ſumption, muſt be pretty near equal, one year with 
another; ſo that if they have greater quantities 
now than uſual, it muſt be becauſe of the little 
demand there 1s for their tea at foreign markets; 
when there comes any ſuch demand, they will, 
© ſuppoſe, ſell off what tea they have upon theilt 
hands; but whatever is fold for that l 
pays no duty, and therefore it cannot be ſaid, * 
© tie 
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me quantities they have upon their hands muſt all 
vel pay the duty, or that a variation in their ſales can 
the ever much alter the amount of that branch of the 
we 


* revenue : And whether there was any ſuch thing 
© as large quantities of tea bought up juſt before the 
ita. © alteration took place, is what I ſhall not now pre- 
his © tend to determine; but if we go into a committee 
will © on this affair, the accounts of their ſales, and the 
ay accounts of tea exported in that year may be call- 


r © cd for, and from them it will appear, whether 


be large quantities were bought up by private families 
% juſt before the alteration took place; ſo that every 
tri fact the honourable gentleman has been pleaſed to 
meg © mention is a ſtrong argument for our going into 
eile. a committee upon this affair. 
tion * 1, Sir, find no fault with the duty on tea being 
and e high; on the contrary, I wiſh it were higher 
0t0eW than it is, if it were poſſible to collect it, becauſe I 
100-B look upon it as an article of luxury; and therefore, 
mult * if the duty on ſome ſorts of tea were raiſed, and if 
VU all the tea that ſhall hereafter be ſeized, were to be 
able durnt and deſtroyed, I believe it would be much 
better for the nation; and this, Sir, is an anſwer 


to what an honourable gentleman ſaid ſome time 

' ago, that we onght not to go into a committee, 
1 we unleſs we are well aſſured, that ſome gentleman 
ute bas ſomething to propoſe; for tho I do not allow 


ouguß © his rule to be good, becauſe when a committee is 
s cer reſolved on, and proper papers and accounts are 
uantr i called for, gentlemen may from them find ſome- 
* thing very reaſonable to propoſe to the committee, 


* which they could not before think of; but in the 


ru preſent caſe, this argument is of no weight, for 


my * beſides that which I have already mentioned, I 

lite could hint at ſeveral other propoſitions which may, 

= perhaps, be thought reaſonable : We are certainly 

V 1. m a wrong method at preſent, with reſpect to our 

N duties upon tea: It is very well known, that there 
) 


hat is a very great difference in the prices of different 
* the * forts 
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* ſorts of tea, and yet our duty is upon all ſorts of MW: ful 
© tea the ſame; tea of 25. per pound pays as much 
* duty as tea of 205. and therefore, in my opinion, . 
if the duty were laid on ad valorem, neither the ch. 
public revenue, nor the Eaſi-India company 
© would ſuffer ſo much by the large quantities of M: 
© low priced tea, run in upon us from Holland and i be 
* Flanders, th. 
© It is not to be queſtioned, Sir, but that, in caſes i ©; 
where the duty far exceeds the prime coſt of the WM ſu 
commodity, there is a very great temptation for ou 
ſmuggling : A man has more profit when he gets to 
two cents per cent. upon the money he lays out, M* lic 
than when he gets but one, or perhaps but 50 57 to 
cent. and this will encourage him to run a greater va 
riſque, and will engage more perſons to become a8 
adventurers: Upon this conſideration it muſt be co 
granted, that the lowneſs of the price of ſome ſorts Sit 
of tea abroad, may of late have contributed a li- pl 
* tle to the increaſe of ſmuggling; but no laws, no fit 
* ſeverity can, in ſuch caſt. prevent the practice; un 
for where there is an exceſſive advantage to be got 
by a man's being lucky, no riſque can prevent his int 
* endeavouring to graſp at it, nor will the misfor- 
© tunes of ſome, frighten others from becoming ad- 
< venturers : This is the nature of mankind, and 
© therefore it is vain to imagine, that the joining cf 
the laws of exciſe to the — of the cuſtoms will 
prevent the practice of running tea, as long as the 
advantage to be got by running continues to be ſo 
extraordinary. 
Though every man who is ſubject to the laus 
* of exciſe is as liable to hardſhips as another, yet, 
* Sir, there is a very great difference between the 
© exciſe upon tea, coffee, and chocolate, and the 
* exciſe upon any other commodity. By all our 
© other exciſes, except brandy, there are but a few 
© people, none but the firſt manufacturers are made 
2 * ſubjeni V 


VVV 


A. 1724. 
* ſubject to the laws of exciſe, and by moſt of them 
there 1s a very great addition made to the public 
revenue; but as to the exciſe upon tea, Coffee and 
chocolate, there is little or no advantage got to the 
public by that method of collecting that duty, 
land yet by that exciſe there are more people, I 
© believe, made ſubject to thoſe oppreilive laws 
than by all the other exciſes put together: And, 
' ſurely, when we are to ſubject any of our fellow- 
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ſubjects to hardſhips, or to oppreſſive laws, we 
' ought to conſider the number of people that are 
to be ſubjected, and the benefit which the pub- 
lic reaps thereby, in order to — the two 
together, and from thence judge, whether the ad- 
vantage got by the 3 bears ſuch a proportion, 
as may juſtity the laying ſuch a number of our 
countrymen under great inconveniences: This, 
' Sir, ſhews, that the giving ear to the juſt com- 
' plaints of the petitioners, lays us under no neceſ- 
' ſity of taking the caſe of any other ſet of men 
* under our conſideration. | 

As to the conſent of thoſe who may have an 
' intereſt in the duty upon coffee, tea and choco- 
(late, I believe we need give ourſelves no trouble 
* upon that head; for as they are certain, that the 
Parliament will not allow them to be ſufferers, 
they will, as ſoon as aſked, readily, I believe, 
content to any alteration we ſhall pleaſe to 
make, eſpecially when it is for freeing ſuch a con- 
ſiderable number of their fellow-countrymen from 
great hardſhips ; but it wall be time enough to 
think of this, after we have come to the reſolution 
' of going into a committee upon this affair, and 
therefore that argument can be of no manner of 
eight againſt the queſtion now before us. 


John Cockburn, Eſq; In our preſent ſituation, 233 


Sir, I would be very far from agreeing to any 
Yor. XI. Aa | * thing 
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* thing that could poihbly tend to diminiſh the M* ons 


public revenue; but I am certain, the revenue It 
can be in no danger by our agreeing to the preſent I inc 
motion; for when we are in the committee pro- of 
poſed, if any ſuch thing ſhonld be offered, gen- tal 
tlemen may freely give their negative to it, not- col 
with ſtanding their having given their conſent for M* in 
going into that committee. I muſt ſay, that, in 

my opinion, I have not heard much argument ſcl 
made ufe of by the gentlemen who have been plex v 
{ed to oppoſe this motion: The whole of what MW Sir 
they have ſaid, reſolves, I think, in this, that the co 
time is improper, becauſe the ſeſſion is to be but & 


ſhort; fo that the true queſtion now before us i, thi 
Shall we allow ſo many of our fellow-ſ{ubjecis to be. 
labour under what they apprehend to be a griev-M' ge 
- ance, without making the leaſt inquiry into their be 
complaints? Or ſhall we fir three or four days WM th 
longer than ſome gentlemen intend we ſhould? as 
this ſeems to be the only queſtion at preſent before WM I 
us, I think it is caſy for any gentleman to deter- ton 
mine, which ſide he ought to take; as for my own Mia di 
part, I ſh.1] moſt certainly be for going into the 155 
committee moved for. por 


Foſeph Danvers, Eſq; I am fo far, Sir, from C 
being for the queſtion now before us, that I think 
this houſe ſhews a great deal of good-nature, 
in allowing the petition to lie upon the table, for, 
in my opinion, it ought to be rejected. I ſhall, 
indeed, Sir, readily be for any thing that may 
diſcourage not only the running, but the 1mpor- 
tation of coffee, tea or chocolate, for I wiſh we 


old way of our anceſtors, in breakfaſting upon 
good Engliſh ale and bread and cheeſe. Both the 
men and the women of thoſe days were, I believe, 
as ſtrong and healthy as they are now, and yet 
what they made uſe of for breakfaſt, did not carry 


© one 
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one penny of money out of the nation: However, 
I think we may find out a much properer time for 
* inquiring into this affair, than the very laſt ſeſſion 
of a Parliament, and a ſeſſion which muſt be 
© taken up in conſidering things of much greater 
© conſequence, not only to this nation, but to Europe 
ein general. 

© An honourable gentleman talked much of a 
© ſcheme which was before us laſt year, which he 
was Pleaſed to call a wicked ſcheme z but I differ, 
Sir, ſo far from him, that I think the gentlemen 
the concerned in the adminiſtration never did a thin 
but MW ſo wrong as the giving _ that ſcheme : I then 
1s, thought, and I do till think, that it would have 
s to been very much for the intereſt of the nation in 
er- general, and I am very ſure that it might have 
cir I been carried, if thoſe gentlemen had not, of 
ays MW themſelves, let it drop. 


fore WM The queſtion was then put for referring the peti- 
ter- ton to a committee of the whole houſe ; and upon 
own Wa divifion was carried in the negative, 233 againſt 
the W155. But no queſtion was put for ordering it to lie 
upon the table; ſo that the petition was intirely 
dropt. 
rom Ga Tueſday the 5th of February, Sir Fohn Ruſbout 
link Whreſented to the houſe (according to order) a bill 
ure, Mio prevent the infamous practice of ſtock-jobbing, 
for, Nrhich was received and read the firſt time, and or- 
hall, bered to be read a ſecond time. 
may W Next day, viz. on Wedneſday the 6th of Febru- 
1por- Nh, the houſe (according to order) reſolved itſelf 
1 we into a committee of the whole houſe, to conſider 
arther of the ſapply granted to his Majeſty ; and 
the proper eſtimates being referred to that commit- 


* as ſoon as Sir Charles Turner had taken the 
air, 


* one A a 2 Town- 


— 
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Townſhende Andrews, Eſq; ſtood up and ſpoke to 


ſpeech and the effect following : “ Sir, by the employment! 


© have the honour to be in, it naturally falls within 
my province, to take notice of the eſtimates which 
have been laid before us, relating to the charge of 
the guards, garriſons, and other his Majeſty's land 
forces in Great Britain, in the plantations, and in 
Minorca and Gibraltar, for the year enſuing : By 
theſe eſtimates gentlemen will find, that the 
charge for next year does but very little exceed 
that for laſt year, and therefore, conſidering the 
preſent ſtate of affairs in Europe, which muſt be 
known to every gentleman 1n this houſe, I think 
it would be but miſpending the time of the com- 
mittee, to ſay any thing with relation to the 
queſtion I have now in my hand to move to 
ou. | 

2 The difference between the ſituation this nation 
is in now, and the ſituation it was in laſt year, 
ſufficiently juſtifies the ſmall addition that is pro- 
poſed to be made to our land forces; the addition 
propoſed is no more than 1800 men, and even this 
addition is propoſed to be made in the eaſieſc and 
leaſt expenſive way: We have now three regiments 
at Gibraltar, which have always hitherto been pla. 
ced upon the Bruifh eſtabliſhment ; becauſe, tho 
they were ſent there upon an emergency, 1t was 
never before thought neceſſary to continue them 
there; but now that there is a war broke out in 
Europe, it cannot be thought ſafe to recall them; 
and therefore in their place, it is propoſed to add 
1800 men to the regiments we have now at home, 
and to place them for the future upon the eſtabliſh- 
ment for  Mimorca and Gibraltar This, in my 
opinion, is ſo reaſonable, and ſo neceſſary a de- 
mand, that I ſhall give the committee no farther 
trouble, but beg leave to move, That the number 
of effective men to be provided for guards and 
Arriſons in Great Britain, and for Guernſey and 
© ferſth, 
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Jerſcy, for the year 1734, be (including 1815 in- 
valids, and 535, which the ſix independent com- 
panies conſiſt of, for the ſervice of the Highlands) 
* 17,704 men, commiſſion and non-commiiſion of- 
ficers included. 


Upon this motion there aroſe a debate, in which 
there were ſeveral ſpeeches made on both ſides of 
the queſtion, ſome of which were to the following 
effect, viz. 


Sir William Wyndham. 


man over the way; for as the motion ſtands, the 
number of forces propoſed to be kept up for next 
year, is, I find, no greater than that which was 
kept up for laſt year; and, according to our pre- 
ſent ſituation, I do believe the keeping up of the 
' fame number of forces will not be thought very 
extravagant; but as by what the gentleman was 
* pleaſed to ſay, there ſeems to be an augmentation 
* deſigned ; I ſhall therefore beg leave to propoſe 
an amendment to his queſtion. However, I muſt 
' firſt take notice, that as to our own particular ſitu- 
dation, it is a very difficult matter to ſay what it is 
dat preſent ; for as no information, relating to that 
"queſtion, has been given to the houſe, as all ſteps 
taken by gentlemen, to get a little light into that 
' affair, have been ſtopt, and the very attempting 
to get a little information, has been reflected on as 
diſteſpectful to his Majeſty; Iam ſure there is no 
"gentleman who hears me, can ſay, that as a mem- 
ber of this houſe, he knows as much of our pre- 
ſent ſituation, as may juſtify his conſenting to the 
rugs of a new load upon the people he repre- 
. lents, $79 L294 | 
There is, Sir, no gentleman in this houſe who 


can agree to any demand that comes from the 


' crown more chearfully than I ſhall, when I fee any 
Aa 3 * reaſon 


* I do not ſtand up, Sir, jr lili 


to oppoſe the motion made by the hon. gentle- ſpeck, 
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© reaſon or neceſſity for ſuch a demand ; but when 
any augmentation of our forces, either by ſex or 
land, is demanded, when any additional load is 
* defired to be laid upon the people, while I have 
the honour to be one of the repreſentatives of the 
people, I ſhall always expect to have ſufficient 
© reaſons ſhewn to me, before I give my conſent for 
* complying with any ſuch demand; and therefore, 
© upon every ſuch occaſion, I think, a full informa- 
tion ought to be given as to the ſituation of our af. 
* fairs, that we may from thence judge, whether we 
© ought to conſent to what 1s propoſed : Nay, tho 
© no augmentation had been aſked, if nothing more 
© were to be aſked, but to keep up for next year the 
* ſame number that was kept up laſt year, yet, as it 
© 18a heavy charge upon the people, and cannot ſure- 
ly be always neceſſary, the conſent of Parliament 


* ought not to be expected, without giving us ſome 


* good reaſons for ſo doing. 

* For this reaſon I hope, Sir, that ſome gentle. 
men who can inform us, will riſe up and let us 
© know ſomething of cur preſent circumſtances : It 
© 1s high time we ſhould know, not only our pre- 


© ſent ſituation, but likewiſe what ſhare we are to 


© take, or if we are to take any, in the war now 
* begun in Europe : It 18 chiefly with this view that 
I am to offer an amendment to the queſtion ; my 
© principal deſign in it is, that ſome gentleman may 


© rife up and give me ſome argument, afford me 


© ſome excuſe, for my conſenting to lay a new load 
© upon a people, whom I know to be already molt 
© heavily loaded. I know, Sir, we are in a com- 
© mittee, and that therefore IJ may be indulged in 
© ſpeaking more than once, for which reaſon I ſhall 
now add no more, but only move, that the words, 
* and including the three regiments of Tirawley, Grove 
© and Kirk, may be added by way of amendment to 
the queſtion.' ack 


Henry 
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Henry Pelham, Eſq; * My opinion, Sir, is the br. Fel 


* fame with that of the hon. gentleman who made 
you this motion; the augmentation propoſed is, I 
* think, 10 Fry ſmall, the manner of doing it fo 
* eaſy, and fo little expenſive, and the neceſſity for 
doing it ſo evident and apparent, that I did not 
* expect that either I, or any gentleman elſe, ſhould 
have been under a neceſſity of ſtanding up to ſay 
any thing in ſupport of the motion. The hon. 
* gentleman who ſpoke laſt has propoſed an amend- 
* ment, and wants much, it ſeems, to be informed 
of our preſent ſituation, and hopes that ſome gen- 
* tleman will ſtand up and ſatisfy him: Ido not take 
* upon me to ſpeak as a perſon any way concerned 
* in the adminiſtration, I ſpeak only as a member 
* of this houſe, and as ſuch, I want no farther in- 
formation; the lights I have, and which every 
' gentleman in this houſe muſt know, are ſufficient 
to enable me to give my vote in the preſent 
* queſtion : If other gentlemen, whoſe curioſity 
* may be greater than mine, want to know, more 
than they yet know, I am afraid they will return 
from the houſe no wiſer, in that reſpect, than 
* when they came to it; for gentlemen are not 
' obliged to ſay more than what is neceſſary for 
* their preſent argument, nor are they bound, upon 
| every occaſion, to ſatisfy the. private curioſity of 
* other men. 
* Every gentleman, Sir, muſt know. the preſent 

F on Fes of affairs in Europe, and from that 
* conſideration alone he muſt ſee the neceſſity of 
the augmentation propoſed : The three regiments 
which are now at Gibraltar, have been, till now, 
kept upon the Hritiſh eſtabliſhment, becauſe it was 
not expected that we would have been obliged to 
have continued them there; but now that there is 
* a war broke out in Europe, now that our neigh- 
* bours have all great armies in the field, and great 
* fleets at ſea, would any man think it wiſe or pru- 
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dent in us, to diminiſh the ſtrength of that place 
by recalling thoſe three regiments ? Or can any 
gentleman in this houſe think, that a leſs number 
of regular troops at home is neceſſary now in the 
time of war, than what was laſt year, in the time 
of peace, thought neceſſary for the defence of his 
Majeſty's perſon and government? Surely no gen- 
tleman in this houſe can think ſo, and therefore! 
cannot fee how any gentleman in this houſe can 
diſagree with the queſtion now before you; ſince 
all that is thereby propoſed is but a ſmall additi. 


only an augmentatzon of our forces at home, equal 
to, and in the room of thoſe three regiments, which 
it is now become neceſſary to put upon a foreign 
eſtabliſnment; for after they are once put upon 
that eſtabliſhment, it is certain they cannot be 
called home, whatever necethty we may have for 
them here; and, for all that has been formerly 
ſaid by gentlemen about numerous ſtanding ar- 
mies, I know very well, that while I ſerved in 
another office, we never were able to make ſuch 
a diſpoſition of quarters, as to have it in our power 
to call above three or four thouſand men together 
upon any emergency. For theſe reaſons, Sir, I 
cannot agree to the amendment propoſed ; on the 
contrary, I never was, I think, clearer in any one 
queſtion I moved in this houſe, than I am in that 
which you now have in your hand. 


George Heathcote, Eſq; Sir, as the ſituation of 
affairs in Europe is very much altered ſince laſt 
year, ſo my opinion, with reſpect to our army, is 
greatly changed. I was, tis true, laſt year, againſt 
keeping up ſuch a number of regular troops, as the 
majority of this houſe were in laſt ſeſſion of Par li- 
ament pleaſed to agree to; but the reaſons which 
then made me vote againſt the number 498 es 
ſeem to be good reaſons for agreeing to what 1s 

© now 
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now 8 We were then in a ſtate of perfect 
© tranquil ity, both at home and abroad ; but now 
© the ſcene is changed, and we are in great danger 
* of being involved in that war which is already 
broke forth: Do not we ſee the King of France, 
* who, for ſome years, has been in a ſtate of inacti- 
* on, and ſeemed to mind nothing but his pleaſures 
* and diverſions, do not we ſee, I ſay, that young 
* monarch now applying himſelf, with great appli- 
cation, to public buſineſs, and following the foot- 
* ſteps of his ambitious predeceſſor ? Do not we ſee 
(that he, by his armies, in conjunction with thoſe 
* of Spain and Sardinia, has, in a very ſhort time, 
* over-run a great part of ſraly : This, Sir, has 
given the alarm to all the Princes of Europe, and 
certainly ought to give us ſome ſort of alarm like- 
' wiſe z we are, perhaps, among the moſt remote 
from danger, but it may reach us at laſt, and in 
* ſuch circumſtances, I ſhould think it very unwiſe 
in us not to be upon our guard; for which reaſon 
* I cannot but agree to a demand, which in itſelf I 
think ſo modeſt and fo reaſonable; and I wiſh 
that the preſent queſtion had been agreed to with- 
out any oppoſition or debate, in order to con- 
' vince the whole world, that there is a good har- 
; _ ſubſiſting between his Majeſty and his Par- 
' lament.” 


361 


William Shippen, Eſq; * Sir, notwithſtanding vs «1 


men who ſpoke laſt, I am of the ſame opinion 
with my honourable friend, who moved for an 
amendment to the queſtion ; for unleſs we are to 
engage, unleſs we are to have ſome ſhare in the 
preſent war, I can ſee no neceſſity, nor indeed any 
' reaſon for the augmentation propoſed z becauſe I 
am very well aſſured, none of the powers engaged 
in war will attack us, if we have a mind to ſtand 
neutral; and if his Majeſty were reſolved to take 
3 * any 
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what has been ſaid by the two honourable gentle-“ . 
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any ſhare in the war, or even to give the le} 
aſliſtance to either of the parties engaged, he would 
certainly have communicated his reſolutions to his 
Parliament: Surely thoſe gentlemen who have 

always thought, at leaſt of late years, that a 
army of 18,000 men is neceſlary in time of peace 
to ſupport his Majeſty's government, can never 
think that the addition of 1800 will enable him t 
take any ſhare in the war, or to give aſliſtance to 
any of his allies ; from hence I muſt conclude, 
that his Majeſty is not to take any ſhare in the 
war; ſo that the ſmallneſs of the augmentation 
demanded, which they make uſe of as an argu. 
ment for prevailing with us to agree to it, is with 
me a very ſtrong argument for refuſing to give 
my conſent. 

* But, Sir, the chief argument with me for being 
againſt the preſent queſtion is, that I am afraid leſt 
the number of forces kept up laſt year, ſhould come 
to be thought always — to be kept up, even 
in the times of the moſt profound peace and tran- 
quillity; and indeed the gentleman who ſpoke laſt 
but one, ſeemed to inſinuate as much; ſo that from 
henceforth we may reckon an army of 18,000 men 
as a part of our conſtitution z and even this army, 
it ſeems, is always to be augmented, whenever 
any little quarrel happens between any two of our 
neighbours, and that, whether we are to have any 
ſhare in the quarrel or not: This is the principal 
reaſon, Sir, why I cannot agree to the queſtion as 
it now ſtands, and therefore I ſhall be for the 
amendment propoſed.” 


William Pulteney, Eſq; Sir, the honourable 
gentleman who moved the queſtion, did extreme. 
ly well in opening and explaining it to the com- 
mittee, for it is in itſelf ſo dark and intricate, that 
without the explanation he was pleaſed to give us, 


I believe there are very few gentlemen in the houſe 


* who 
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* who would have underſtood it, or could have ima- 
gined, that a large augmentation was thereby meant 
to be made to our land forces in Great Britain : 
By the words of the queſtion, no greater number 
of land forces than what was voted laſt year ap- 
' pears to be demanded, yet when it comes to be 
' explained, we find that there is a demand for an 
* augmentation of about 2000 men: Here, Sir, is 
an army in diſguiſe ; it really puts me in mind of 
Mr. Bays's army in the play, for it would have 
been an army iucog. if the gentleman had not been 
ꝓpleaſed to diſcover it. 

An hon. gentleman told us, that thoſe three re- 
giments now at Gibraltar, if they ſhould once be 
put upon that eſtabliſhment, could not be called 
home, let the occaſion for them here be never ſo 
' preſſing 3 this I cannot admit, I can ſee no im- 
poſſibility of calling them home, though they 
ſhould be put upon that eſtabliſnment; but, 
granting there were, have we not 12, ooo men in 
Ireland, from whence we may call home as many 
' as we pleaſe, upon any emergency: Has not this 
been done, Sir, in former times? And did not the 
parliament of Great Britain willingly make up the 
' difference of the pay, and all the other charges 
that attended the tranſporting of them: Beſides 
this, cannot we call for troops from Holland, 
' whenever we have occaſion for any ſuch? Has not 
this likewiſe been formerly done ? We know that 
the Dutch are, by treaties, obliged to furniſh us 
with 10,000 men, if we ſhould be attacked by any 
power in Europe, and that at their own expence 
too ʒ though I believe, indeed, that we never had 
' as yet, any ſuch aſſiſtance from them, but what 
the Parliament of Great Britain was obliged to 
pay for. 

* The gentleman ſpoke likewiſe of the diſpoſition 
* of quarters, and the difficulty of getting a number 
' of men together, on any emergency. Sir, I _—_ 
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had the honour to ſerve in that office, as well a; 


* the hon. gentleman, and I never knew a diſpoſi. 
tion of quarters ſo made, but that almoſt all the 
troops in Great Britain could be got together by 
regular marches, time enough to oppoſe any ene- 


© my that could come againſt us, unleſs they ſhould 


drop from the clouds: I cannot comprehend from 
< whence gentlemen imagine that ſuch troops ſhoul{ 
© be ſent againſt us: Muſt they not march from 
© their ſeveral quarters to the ſea coaſt of that coun- 
try from whence they are to come ? Muſt they 
not have a fleet of ſhips to tranſport them, and x 
fair wind to bring them to this iſland? Will not 
all this take up time, and that enough to give uz 
an opportunity of aſſembling our forces? This, 
really, Sir, to me ſeems to be raiſing fantaſms in 
the air, in order to find pretences for loading ti: 
people of England with taxes. 
* The amendment propoſed was not, I believe, 
* Sir, meant by the honourable gentleman who mo- 
ved it, fo much to be inſiſted on, as to oblige thoſe 
gentlemen who deſire us to conſent to this aup- 
mentation, to ſhew us ſome reaſon for ſo doing 
and with this view I muſt join with him, and will 
be for the amendment, till I hear ſome reaſon gi. 
ven for the augmentatzon: If thoſe gentlemen will 
vouchſafe to ſhew us any reaſons for what they alk, 
and thoſe reaſons ſhall appear to be ſufficient, 1 
make no doubt but that my worthy friend will be 
ready to drop the amendment he has propoſed ; 
* and, till ſome reaſon is offered to us, I think! 
© have no occaſion to ſay any thing more upon this 
ſubject. When they have ſhewn us their reaſons 
* for making this augmentation, I ſhall either agree 
with them, or I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, why! 


. 
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„do not think the reaſons they have offered ſuf . 


* ficient,” 


Mr, 
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Mr. P:|ham ſtood up again, and explained a little 
what he had before ſaid, with reſpect to the calling 
home the regiments from Gibraltar, and with reſpect 
to the diſpoſition of quarters. And then, 


55 


Walter Plummer, Eſq; ſaid. I cannot but think, Mr. Pn. 


* Sir, that it is highly reafonable for gentlemen to 
' expe& a little more ſatisfaction than what they 
have yet got, as to the neceſſity for this angmen- 
tation, before they agree to it. This houſe has 
always been ſaid to hold the purſe of the people; 
* but if we ſhould agree to any tax, or to any mea- 
* ſure which may oblige us to load the people with 
taxes, without the leaſt reaſon aſſigned, I am ſure 
ve could not juſtly be ſaid to be maſters of the 
* purſe of the people; we would be only the flaves 
who carry it, in order to open it as often and as 
wide as our maſters ſhall pleaſe to command. 
From all that has been yet ſaid, I cannot fee that 
we are in any immediate danger, either at home 


gor abroad; and I am afraid, that the putting of 


* thoſe three regiments upon the eſtabliſhment of 
* Gibraltar, may be done with a view to make the 
people of this nation feel the great expence of 
that place, in order to make them ſick of it, and 
ſo to induce them the more eaſily to agree to the 
delivering it up. 


The hon. Edward Digby, Eſqʒ The number . D. 
' of land forces now propoſed to be added to the 


number voted laſt year, I muſt own to be but 
very inconſiderable; but, Sir, as the number voted 
* laſt year, was by many thouſands more than I then 
thought neceſſary, I muſt now look upon all thoſe 
* thouſands, as an addition made this year to the 
number of our land forces; and as that addition 
is much larger than I can judge to be neceſſary, 
from all that I have heard from thoſe 1 

* who 
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who are ſo fond of increaſing our army, I cannot N no 
but be againſt any new levies. © {vt 
Gentlemen tell us, that the expence of the aug. da 
mentation propoſed can be but very ſmall, it is, M* an 
* ſay they, but four or five and thirty thouſand ce 
pounds; but to this I muſt add the expence of ho 
* thoſe many thouſands which laſt year I thought 
very unneceſlary to be kept up; and in this light M s 
© the additional expence of our army for this year, M* to 
will amount almoſt to hundreds of thouſands; M* w 
© Beſides this, Sir, thoſe gentlemen ſeem to forget, M* m 
that every man that is added to the army, is a man N a 
© taken from the labour and induſtry of their coun- th 
* try, and with this view the real loſs to the nation p 
* will amount to double that ſum: Do they think, b 
© that the labour of a working man is to be valued M* v 
at nothing? Sir, I believe that, at the moſt modeſt 8 
* computation, the labour of every working man in 
c 
= 
c 
c 
c 
Cc 


the kingdom, one with another, brings in 20 l. to p 
his country: It is by the labour and induſtry of t 
ſuch men that the trade, and conſequently the r 
riches and the power of this nation is ſupported, and Nr 
therefore the taking of any ſuch man from his la- f 
bour, muſt be doing a real injury to his country. .f 


What was mentioned by an honourable gentle- 
man ſome time ago, affords me really, Sir, a moſt 
melancholy conſideration : He was afraid, leſt an 
army of at leaſt 18,000 men ſhould come to be 
made a part of our conſtitution; and I am of 
opinion, that the gentleman's fears are by much 
too well founded, for there ſeems to be now, fo 
many gentlemen who look upon an army of 
18,000 as always neceſſary for the ſupport of 
our government, that though we have, for ſome 
years paſt, been in a ſtate of the moſt profound 
peace and tranquillity, yet we have never been 
© able to reduce our army below that number ; 
but, as I am of opinion, Sir, that the number is 
not 
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not not neceſſary in time of peace, as I think it is 

© ſyſhicient, even though we were in ſome little 
ug. danger of a war, therefore I cannot agree to 
1s, any avgmentation, unlefs I ſee ſome greater ne- 
and WM * ceiſity for it than has been yet fhewn to this 
of M* houſe.” 


ght 

ght Sir William Wyndham. I ſtand np, Sir, only Sir en 
ar, to obſerve, that my honourable friend over the j. 
ds: way, has done me juſtice in ſaying, that the a- 

vet, i mendment I have moved for was principally with 


nan a view of having a little information from ſome of 
un- thoſe gentlemen in the adminiſtration, as to our 
on preſent ſituation, in order that I may from thence 
nk, be able to judge of the neceſſity of complying 
ued Wl © with the demand made by the crown: This is, 
leſt Sir, I think, no more than what the Parliament 
uin ought to deſire, and certainly has a right to ex- 
„to pect; and therefore I cannot even yet think, but 
r of that ſome gentleman, who is qualified for that 
the MW * purpoſe, will riſe up, and give us, at leaſt, as 
and much information about our preſent circum- 
la- ſtances, as may enable us to give ſome reaſon 
7. for our confenting to the avgmentation now de- 
tle- manded. 


an Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer. Tho! I had ji: Rover 
be MW * reſolved, Sir, to fit ſtill, and ſay nothing in the tech. * 
of preſent debate, yet, as I believe my ſelf pointed 
uch at by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
fo MW when I find my ſelf ſo often called upon, I cannot 
_ of W' forbeargiving ſome anſwer towhat gentlemen have 
of been pleaſed to ſay againſt the ſmall augmentation 
me of our forces, which has been propoſed. As to the 
information which gentlemen are ſo fond of ha- 
* ving, I do not really know what they mean by it, 
er; Nor what they want to be informed about: It is 
publicly known, that there is a war now broke 
not WI. forth in Europe, even his Majeſty in his — | 
* taken 
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taken notice of it, and in the ſame ſpeech his Ma- 
jeſty has been pleaſed to declare to us, that he is 
as yet no way engaged in the war, nor would de- 
termine himſelf till he had examined the ſever] 
facts alledged by both parties: This, Sir, is a de- 
liberation conſiſtent with the wiſdom of his Maje- 
ſty's counſels, and from thence we may be aſſured, 
that we are not as yet any way concerned in the 
reſent war; we may, tis true, be concerned re- 
9 and conſequentially, but, from what hi 
Majeſty himſelf has told us, we muſt conclude that 
we are under no preſent engagements, and there- 
fore I muſt think it ſtrange in gentlemen to ex. 
pect or deſire any declaration from his Majeſty, 
by thoſe who have the honour to ſerve him, before 
any reſolution has been taken, nay, even before 
his Majeſty could poilibly have an opportunity 
to inquire into tho facts, which he has told us, 
he will thoroughly examine before he determines 

what he 1s to do. | 
* But, Sir, as it is a matter of the utmoſt conſe 
quence, to all the powers engaged in the war, to 
know what part Great Britain 1s to take, or whe- 
ther or no we are to take any part in the preſet 
war, we may conclude, that they are all extreme- 
ly anxious about knowing what we are to do, and, 
ſurely, if there is any power in Europe who may 
in the event become the enemy of Great Britain, 
particularly intereſted in, and therefore anxious to 
know the reſult of our deliberations, it would be a 
very good reaſon, if there were none other, why 
gentlemen ought not to expect the ſatisfaction they 
ſeem ſo earneſtly to deſire, eſpecially before ſo full 
and fo public an audience: This, I ſay, Sir, would 
be a good reaſon for his Majeſty not to declare his 
reſolution here, even ſuppoſing he had come to a 
reſolution ; and till his Majeſty thinks fit to pub- 
liſh his reſolutions, gentlemen may believe, that 
neither I, nor any other member of this —_— 
| who 
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who has the honour to ſerve the crown, will be 
ready to make any declarations in this place, till 
we do it ex officio, and by his Majeſty's orders. 

* Now, Sir, without any farther information, let 
* us conder the preſent circumſtances of Europe: We 
call know, and his Majeſty has told us, that a war 
is broke out in Europe; we are not immediately 
concerned in this war, but as the too great ſucceſs 
© of either ſide may endanger the liberties of Europe, 
ve are certainly concerned in the event; and as 
ye are concerned in the event, thoſe powers who 
may perhaps now, or may hereafter come to think, 
that we are, in intereſt, nay, for ſelf-preſervation, 
* obliged to declare againſt them, will not they, as 
* ſoon as they begin to think ſo, endeavour to take 
us at a diſadvantage, and, before we are prepared 
for our defence, in order to prevent our attempt- 
ing to put a ſtop to thoſe ambitious views which 
' ſucceſs may inſpire them with? Is it not therefore 
' neceſſary for us to be upon our guard, and to pro- 
vide in time for our own defence? Upon this con- 
ſideration, the neceſſity for the augmentation pro- 
poſed, which ſome gentlemen pretend they can- 
not diſcover, is to me ſo apparent, that it ſpeaks 
* itſelf, and the demand is, in itſelf, ſo modeſt, and 
' ſo evidently ſhews, that his Majeſty's inclinations 
are to lay as few and as eaſy burdens on his people 
das poſſible, that I muſt ſay, the making of any 
difficulty to comply with it does not teſtify any 
great reſpect towards his Majeſty, nor a warm at- 
* fetion or zeal for hie 97! and therefore 
hope the queſtion will be agreed to without any 
amendment. 

As to the inſinuation made by a worthy gentle- 
man over the way, that there was a deſign to make 
Gibraltar appear expenſive, in order to make peo- 
ple ſick of it, and induce them to conſent to the 
giving it up, the repeating this inſinuation is, I 
* think, Sir, a ſuſficient anſwer to it; for to ſay that 
Vor. XI, B b 3 
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© the miniſtry, by adding three regiments to the 
defence of Gibraltar, are in a plot to deliver it 
* up, has ſomething fo ridiculous in it, that I am 
* ſurpriſed it ſhould drop from the honourable gen- 
* tleman ; but I am perſuaded he did not mean to 
be ſerious when he made that inſinuation, and 
* therefore I ſhall take no farther notice of it, 


William Pulteney, Eſq; * 1 believe, Sir, moſt 


'* gentlemen, as well as myſelf, whoſe expectations 


* were raiſed when the honourable gentleman ſtood 
up, have met with a very great diſappointment: 
* That gentleman, from whom we had reaſon to ex: 
* pect ſomething that would have been of weight in 
the preſent debate, has not only told us, that we 
© are to have no reaſon for what we are deſired this 
* day to agree to, but has given us very little hopes 
© of having at any other time, that information 
which one would think a Britiſh Parliament might 
expect. Are we, Sir, to vote powerful flcets, and 
numerous armies z are we to lay new and great 
* burdens on the people, and all this without being 
* told any reaſons for what we are deſired to do! 
* What ſatisfaction can we, Sir, give our confſtt 
* tuents, if they ſhould aſk us, why we have aug 
* mented our ſtanding army, which muſt always de 
© dangerous to the liberties of our country? Why we 
© have conſented to the increaſing the public charge, 
© which is already heavier than the people can bea 
Really, Sir, to this moſt material, and, I think, 
© moſt reaſonable queſtion, I know, as yet, of no o 
© ther anſwer we can give, but only that his Majelty 
has told us in his ſpeech, that there is a war broke 
forth in Europe, in which we have no manner d 
concern, and his miniſters have told us, that ws 
© ought to be afraid of the armies and fleets raiſe 
and fitted out by our neighbours, becauſe they ate 
* under an abſolute neceſſity of employing all the a 
mies they can raiſe, and all the fleets they ca ; 
Jou 


a 04 1b 


> 


_ A .. 0 =. 


— — — - * - 


nA „* ; 4. er... 4 _ ct ii» *> „ 8. 6... _ 3 


a. 1 


a 1 —_ * 


1 _ 


4 4. 1734. DEBATES. 


he | out, in thoſe parts of Europe which are moſt re- 
'l WF © mote from us; we have zea!, Sir, I hope we have 
am all a great deal of affection and zeal for his Maje- 
en- © ty's perſon and government; but do not let us 
to © allow his Majeſty's miniſters, or even his Majeſty 
aud WF + himſelf to expect ſuch a blind zeal from his Par- 
\ lament : It is inconſiſtent with the dignity of 
Parliament, and Iam ſure, that Parliaments thirty 
nolt or forty years ago, would hardly have been per- 
005 WH © ſuaded to have ſhewn ſo much complaiſance to the 
tool WM « miniſters of the crown. 
ent: What has been obſerved by ſome gentlemen, I 
erg © own, Sir, weighs greatly with me: From the de- 
nt in mand now before us we have reaſon to conclude, 
tue that 18,000 men may be the number intended to 
this ll ; be always kept up within this iſland, even in the 
pes © times of the greateſt peace and tranquillity, and 
400 Y that the augmentation now required is done with a 
git view only, that when ſuch times ſhall again come, 
and « thoſe in the adminiſtration may have an opportu- 
great nity to pretend great merit, in reducing the 1800 
denz men now propoſed to be added: We all know 
0 00% what jealouſies and fears the people have entertain- 
oft. ed at the continuing of this army, during the laſt 
years of perfect peace and tranquillity both at home 
my * and abroad; and if that meaſure Should be again 
ue * attempted, when thoſe days of peace return, every 


man muſt then conclude, that that army is kept 
* up, not for defending us againſt our foreign ene— 
* mies, but for the ſafety of thoſe who have render- 
* ed themſelves odious among the people, and for 
* defending them againſt the reſentment of an inju- 
red and a plundered nation: If this ſhould ever 
happen to be our unfortunate condition, the peo- 
ple will certainly make a ſtruggle for the pre ſerva- 
tion of their ancient conſtitution: This will certain- 
ly be the caſe, I know it muſt be the caſe; and 
when it is, I hope thoſe who ſhall bring us under 
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© {auch hard circumſtances, will find, that even this 
army of 18,0co men, will not be able to ſtand 
* againſt the whole people of England. I have x 
great opinion of many gentlemen who have now 
commands in the army, and if ſuch a caſe ſhoull 
happen, while they have any command, I make 
no doubt but they would behave as their prede- 
ceſſors did at the revolution, I dare ſay, that mot 
of them would ſoon be, found of the people's ſide 
of the queſtion. 
* If we are, Sir, to have any ſhare in the war, 
the addition of 18co men is but a bawble ; and if 
we are to have no ſhare, why ſhould we bring any 
additional expence upon the people ? The honour- 
able gentleman would not ſay, poſitively, that 
we were engaged or were not engaged, or that we 
were or were not to be engaged, but that we might 
be engaged relatively and conſequentially, and thus 
refined quibbling, Sir, is, it ſeems, all the ſati- 
fact ion, all the reaſons, he will vouchſafe to give 
gentlemen, for agreeing to the demand now made 
upon them. Is an Engliſh houſe of Commons to 
take this as a reaſon for breaking in upon ther 
* conſtitution, and for loading their conſtituents with 
taxes? Surely, Sir, let our condition be nevet 
© ſo bad, and I believe it is bad enough, if the ad. 
vice of Parliament. is wanted on that occaſion, it 
© their aſſiſtance be deſired, they ought to have 1 
© full information of the preſent circumſtances of the 
© nation, and they ought to have ſufficient reaſon 
given for the demand that is made; but it ſeems 
Ve are for the future to have no other reaſon given 
* us for complying with any demand that comes 
from the crown, but only becauſe it is aſked ; an 
jf any gentleman ſcruples to take that as a ſuft- 
* cient reaſon, he is, it ſeems, always to be told, that 
© his not agreeing readily to the demand, wall be 
© looked upon as a want of reſpect to the crown 
Let us, Sir, have all due reſpect to the my 
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but for God's ſake, let us have likewiſe ſome re- 
* gard to ourſelves and our fellow ſubjects, without 
* which I am ſure we have no buſineſs here, nor 
can the nation ever reap any benefit from our 
meeting in this place. 

The extraordinary expence of the augmenta- 
tion now aſked for, is ſaid to be but 34 or 35 000 /. 
It is, at leaſt 35,0001. which is a ſum that may, 
* perhaps, ſound but little in thoſe ears which are 
* accuſtomed to millions, yet it is a great ſum, and 
will be thought ſo by the people of England, who 
dare already over-burdened with taxes and impoſi- 


tions: It is an additional expence, which no man 


* ought to conſent to, unleſs he ſees an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity for ſo doing: The honourable gentleman, 
tis true, ſays, that the neceſſity is apparent, and 
that it ſpeaks for itſelf: It is well it does fo, for 
no 2 has as yet thought fit to ſay any 
* thing for it; but as I neither can fee this apparent 
* necetſity, nor hear it ſpeak for itſelf, I mult there- 
fore as yet be for the amendment which has been 
* propoſed. 


Sir William Jonge. The queſtion now before Sr 2 
* us is, in my opinion, Sir, ſo reaſonable, and the pc. 


* edditional expence, which the honourable gen- 
* tleman who ſpoke laſt was pleaſed to call a great 
ſam, is, I think, ſo far otherwiſe, that 1 be- 
* lieve every gentleman in this houſe, when he 
heard the motion made, was ſurpriſed at the mo- 
* deſty of the demand, and could not but admire 
* his Majeſty's wiſdom, and the great care he had 
* of doing nothing that might be burdenſome to his 
f le. 
— mo el may, if they will, ſhut their eyes, 
and not ſee that object which ſtands before them 
in the cleareſt light, but the neceſſity of what is 
now propoſed, is to me as apparent as the fun at 
noon- day. Though we be not as yet any way en- 
Bb 3 * gaged 
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gaged in the war now carrying on in Europe, yet I 87 
no man can anſwer for future events, nor can we Wl th 
know what reſolutions foreign courts may hereafter bi 
come to; it is for this reaſon, that we ought to be th 
always well provided for our defence, againſt any 
ſudden attempts that may be reſolved on or made 
againſt us; and we certainly onght to be better 
provided for our defence, when our neighbours are 
at war, than when they are in a ſtate of profound 
tranquillity. When they are at war they always 
have armies in the field, and fleets at ſea; they 
have many pretences for marching their armies 
wherever they have a mind, and for fitting out 
what fleets, and at what places they think proper; 
with ſome of theſe they may come upon us at 
unawares, and when we think that their warlike 
preparations are deſigned againſt thoſe they arc 
actually at war with; whereas, in time of peace, 
though they have ſtanding- armies, yet thoſe armies 
are diſperſed and in quarters, and Fi any number 
them ſhould be gathered together, and prepared 
for an expedition, we would have a right to de- 
mand the reaſon for. ſuch preparations, and we 
could eaſily judge, whether or no they were, or 
could be, deſigned againſt us; as to their fleet, it 
is the ſame, tho' in time of peace they have ſhips Ml © 
of war, as well as other ſhips, yet their men af 
war are moſtly laid up in their docks, and their M 
other ſhips employed in their proper buſineſs, and WM 
if they ſhould begin to fit out a fleet, and prepare 
for a naval expedition, we would have a right to 
demand whither they were deſigned, and could 
eaſily judge, whether or no they could be intended ; 

0 

c 

c 
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for an invaſion upon us; in either of which caſes, 
we would have time to prepare for giving thema 
proper reception: From this conſideration it ap- 
—_ evident to me, that it is neceſſary for us to 

ave both a greater fleet at ſea, and a more nume- 


Tous army at land, when our neighbours are en. 
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yet M* gaged in war, than we have occaſion for when 
rwe they are all in a profound peace; and I cannot 
iter but think that the augmentation now propoſed is 
o be M © the leaſt that can be judged neceſſary. 
any WY © As to the conjectures, Sir, which gentlemen have 
nade been pleaſed to throw out, of what may be intend- 
tter Ml © ed, when peace ſhall be again reſtored to Europe, 
are think no gentleman now in this houſe is any 
und Ml © wy concerned in them, or obliged to give any 
anſwer to what has been ſaid upon that ſubject: If 
hey MW © what ought to be then done, be not done, let thoſe 
nies Wl © who ſhall then have the honour to adviſe the King 
out MI * anſwer for it; but a ſuppoſition that they will not 
per; do their duty, can be no reaſon for us to neglect 
s at MW © or to refuſe doing our duty upon the preſent emer- 
like Ml © gency. The honourable gentleman was pleaſed to 
are fy, that he had heard no body ſpeak, or give any 
ace, Wl © reaſon for the neceſſity of the augmentation pro- 
nies Ml © poſed; if it be fo, I am ſure I have heard no gen- 
ref © tleman ſay any thing againſt it; and therefore, 
arel MI © fince nothing has been ſaid of either fide of the 
de: MI © queſtion, let every gentleman give his vote, accord- 
we ing to what his own thoughts may ſuggeſt to him. 


t, it Maſter of the Rolls. As J ſhall always ſhew a gr 7 
nis great willingneſs in complying with any demands frech. 
1 of MW © which his Majeſty ſhall pleaſe to make, when I 

heir WM © ſee that they are requiſite for ſupporting or defend- 

and ing the honour and the intereſt of this nation; fo 

are I ſhall always be extremely cautious, of agreeing 

t to MW © to any thing that may bring new loads upon the 

uld WM © people, by increaſing the public expence, unleſs 

ded WM © when Iplainly ſee an abſolute neceſlity for it; and 

ſes, M © therefore, Sir, I cannot, for all I have yet ſeen or 

ma heard, agree to the preſent motion. I am not 1g- 

ap- © norant of the preſent ſtate of affairs abroad, but as 

to © we are not as yet any way engaged in the quarrel, 

ne- MW I can ſee no danger we are in from any power a- 
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© broad, and therefore, I can ſee no reaſon for our 
making any additional proviſion for our defence; 
for tho' we were really in ſome danger, we have, 
in my opinion, ſufficiently provided againſt it þ 
the large armament we have already voted for the 
ſea-ſervice, which, as it is our natural defence, was 
chearfully, and, I may ſay, unanimouſly agreed to: 
Nay, if we were to give ſome aſſiſtance to ſome 
of the powers engaged in the war, which no gen- 
tleman has yet {aid we are, it is certain that we 
may aſſiſt as effectually by our fleet, as by our 
land-forces, and, in ſuch caſe, I ſhould be for aug. 
menting our naval force, rather than our land- 
army. 
The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, en. 
deavoured to ſhew, that we ougnt to be better pro- 
vided for our defence, when our neighbours are 
engaged in war, than when they are in a profound 
peace; but in my opinion, if we are no way et: 
gaged in the quarrel, we have then leſs . to 
E for our defence; becauſe when our neigh- 
ours are engaged againſt one another, they will 
certainly be ſo far from doing any thing that may 
diſoblige us, that we muſt then be courted by both 
parties, if not for our athſtance, at leaſt for this, 
that we may obſerve an exact neutrality ; and to 
me it really ſeems a paradox to ſay, that any na- 
tion in Europe will be the more ready to attack us 
becauſe they are already deeply engaged againſt 
another enemy. For this reaſon I muſt conclude, 
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when taken, with the more vigour. 
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that we are in no danger of being attacked, till 
we come to a reſolution to join one ſide or other; 

when we have once come to ſuch a reſolution, we 
ougght to provide for offence, as well as defence, 
and till then we ought to ſave as much as poſſible, 
that we may be able to execute our reſolution, 
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Gentlemen talk of France, and of the great ar- 
mies they have in the field, and the great fleets 
they have at ſea; but I am ſure we can be at pre- 
ſent under no apprehenſions from them: That 
nation has now work enough upon their hands, in 
* ſending two great armies to different parts of the 
world, and providing at the ſame time for their 
* own ſecurity at home; and whatever fleets they 
may have at ſea, it is certain, that they will have 
* occaſion for them elſewhere ; nay, even tho' they 
had not, I doubt much if it be in their power to 
* ſend any ſuch fleet to ſea, as could give us juſt cauſe 
* of fear, for when gentlemen talk of invaſions, I 
hope they do not think, that this nation is to be 
* conquered by ten or twelve thouſand men ; and 
* unleſs they could ſend at once ſuch an army as 
* would be able to conquer the nation, any leſſer 
number would be juſt ſo many men thrown away; 
for our fleet would not only prevent ſuccours from 
* coming to them, but would likewiſe prevent its 
being in the power of thoſe who landed, to make 
* their eſcape out of the iſland. 

* But beſides its not being in the power of France 
to attempt any thing at preſent againſt us, I be- 
lieve it is not in their inclination : They certainly 
* look upon us as their allies, and have, I believe, 
* good reaſon for ſo doing. I ſhall not enter into 
a diſquiſition of the many engagements we are at 
* preſent under to foreign powers, but I am afraid 
they are ſuch, that whatever meaſure we may pur- 
* ſue, with reſpect to the preſent war, it will not be 
* eaſy to reconcile the honour and the intereſt of this 
nation: If our intereſt ſhould call upon us to aſſiſt 
the Emperor and his allies, I am afaid we muſt 
* forfeit our honour to France and her allies ; and if 
our intereſt ſhould call upon us to aſſiſt France and 
Hain, we muſt equally forfeit our honour to the 
Emperor; nay, if we ſhould obſerve an exact 
| neutrality, I am afraid both parties would _ 

* lome 
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ſome grounds for accuſing us of a breach of faith 
I ſhall not pretend to give names or epithets to any 
meaſure, or to any miniſter, but a management 
which has brought the honour and the intereſt of 
the nation thus to claſh, I cannot applaud. 

* As the deſign of propoſing the amendment 
which has been offered, ſeems to be only in order 
to procure ſome information, or ſome reaſons for 
the augmentation demanded, I muſt ſay, that if 
the demand on one fide be thought ſo very modeſt, 
it muſt be granted, that what is aſked on the other 
* ſide is fully as modeſt; and if nothing has been 
* faid for or againſt the augmentation, it certainly 
* ought not to be complied with, for there 1s an 
eternal reaſon againſt it, which every member of 
_ © this houſe muſt know; the people of England are 
not to be loaded with unneceſſary charges: If this 
ne charge be unneceflary, it ought not to be com- 
* plied with, and if there be a neceſſity for it, that 
* necellity ought to be ſhewn to this houſe; the Par- 
liament has as good a right, to have the reaſons 
* for any demand from the crown laid before them, 
© nay, and a better too, in my opinion, than the 
* crown has to expect their compliance, watheut 
* thewing them any reaſons for their ſo doing; and 
© therefore, till ſome reaſons be offered for our com- 
* plying with the demand, 1 ſhall be for the + 
© mendment.” 


3 La 


. 


Mr.0-0.v's Mr. Speaker. I am heartily ſorry, Sir, I ſhoull 
differ from the honourable and learned gentleman 
over the way, with whom I have always, till now, 
* concurred in queſtions of this nature, and for whom 
I] have the greateſt reſpect and eſteem. As I have 
© always been one of thoſe gentlemen who have 
appeared againſt keeping up numerous ſtanding 
« armies in times of peace, I think myſelf obliget 
to give my reaſons, before I give my vote for the 


* augmentation propoſed ; for tho' I never —_ 
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that we ought to keep up a large ſtanding army in 
time of a profound peace, yet when there is a war 
* actually kindled in Europe, when our neighbours 
dare all making vaſt military preparations, I muſt 
think that we ought then to add a little to our 
forces both by ſea and land, not only for our own 
* ſecurity at home, but likewiſe to add to the influ- 
© ence which we may have, and ought to aſpire to, 
with all the parties engaged in the war, 

© It is certain, Sir, that if there were no parties 
© nor diviſions among us, this nation would have 
no occaſton to be afraid of ten or twelve thouſand 
men poured in by ſurpriſe upon us; in ſuch caſe 
I do not believe, that any power in Europe, would 
attempt to invade us with double the number; but 
* as there are parties and diviſions among us, and 
always will be, as long as we are a free people, 
ten or twelve thouſand foreigners, joined by all the 
* power of the diſaffected among ourſelves, might 
do us a great deal of miſchief, if not overturn our 
* preſent happy eſtabliſhment, eſpecially if we had 
but a ſmall numbers of regular forces at home. 

© It is likewiſe certain, Sir, that none of the pow- 
ders engaged in the war will attack us, or do any 
* thing to diſoblige us, as long as we remain quiet, 
* and they are under no apprehenſions of our being 
© about to join with their enemies. But when ſuch 
da general war is broke forth in Europe, when the 
* united forces of France, Spain, and Sardinia, are 
tearing the Emperor's dominions in Italy aſunder, 
Hare we to be altogether unattentive ? Are we to 
ſit intirely regardleſs of a war, which may end in 


* the total overthrow of the balance of power in 


Europe? Surely, Sir, we are not; and if we ſhould 
* reſolve to join either party engaged in the war, 
* or if either of them ſhould but ſuſpect ſuch a 
thing, would not the party againſt whom we ſhould 
* reſolve to join, or who ſuſpected that we were to 
come to ſuch a reſolution; would not that party, 

2 I ſay, 
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I fay, attempt to make a ſudden invaſion upon as 
us? For tho' they could not perhaps expect in. li. 
mediate ſucceſs, yet it might give ſuch a diver. MW in 
ſion to the arms of this nation, as might prevent u 
its being in our power to put a _ to their am- N * w 
bitious views, or to preſerve the balance of power Ml p. 

in Europe. le 

In this caſe, Sir, it is of no weight to ſay, that M * 

after we have come to ſuch a reſolution, it will be © 

time enough to provide for our defence; for, as 1 © ct 
have ſaid, the apprenenſions of our neighbours © { 

may be ſufficient cauſe for them to invade us, and © a 

thoſe apprehenſions we can know nothing of, till * a! 
we fool the effects of them; but even as to our t 
own reſolutions, they may happen to be diſcover- © a 
ed, as ſoon as taken, and as it requires a long time 
to raiſe any number of land- forces, and to diſci. 

pline the men, ſo as to make them fit for ſervice, 
it will be too late then to begin only to provide fat 
our ſecurity at home ; we ought before we come 
to any ſuch reſolution, at leaſt, to be ſecure at 
home; and then, after it is taken, we may with 
eaſe provide for acting an offenſive part. 

* Upon the whole, Sir, if any very large aug 
mentation had been now demanded, I ſhould nt 
perhaps have given my vote for complying with] 
that demand, without having been a little better 
informed as to the neceſſity for making ſuch an 
augmentation z but the augmentation now alkel, 
is ſo ſmall, that I look upon it as done chiefly with 
a view of ſhewing the world, that there is a good 

* harmony ſubſiſting between his Majeſty and his 

Parliament, which, perhaps, ſome powers abroad 

have been made to doubt of; and therefore, I ſhall 

not only heartily comply with the demand made 
by his Majeſty, but I wiſh that no ſort of unvil 

* lingneſs had been ſhewn by any gentleman in this 

* houſe; for as nothing can give ſo great a weight t 

the counſels of this nation, among foreign princes 
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© as a ſtrict union between the King and his Par- 
{ liament, ſo nothing can give ſuch a ſtab to our 
influence abroad, as an attempt to deſtroy that 
union; and if Great Britain ſhould loſe all the 
weight it has in the ſcale of Europe, to what a 
* paſs it might bring the affairs of Europe I ſhall 
leave to gentlemen to judge. 

In ſhort, Sir, thoſe who oppoſe an army, as well 
* when it becomes neceſſary, as when it was unne- 
ceſſary, I muſt ſuſpect of having ſome other rea- 
* ſons for their ſo doing, than thoſe they publickly 
* avow. To me the neceſſity of the augmentation 
* aſked, appears to be ſufficiently evident, and 
therefore, I am ready to give my vote againſt the 
amendment propoſed.” 


After him Thomas Wyndham, Eſq; member for 
Sudbury 1n Suffolk, ſpoke againſt the augmentation. 


And then Sir John H. Aubin. 


* ſtands, becauſe I have, as yet, heard no reaſon 
given for convincing me, that the augmentation 
* now demanded is neceſlary ; for tho' it be called 
* but a ſmall number, yet to me and to all thoſe 
* gentlemen who were laſt year of opinion, that the 
* number of land forces then voted, was by much 
too large, the augmentation muſt appear to be 
* very conſiderable, as has been alrezdy obſerved. 
* By the arguments I had formerly heard, for con- 
* tinuing the army, and the arguments I now hear 
for augmenting the army, it appears plain to me, 
that ſome gentlemen are of opinion, that an army 
of at leaſt 18,000 men, will always be neceſſary for 
* the ſupport of our government, and conſequently, 
* muſt become a part of our conſtitution ; for when 
our neigbours are all at peace, we are told, that 
* we muſt keep up at leaſt that number of regular 
troops, becauſe our neighbours have nothing to do 


with 


* 


VI 


31 


I cannot per-Sir 7» 


* ſuade 1 fam. Sir, to agree to the motion as it now . 
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with their troops elſewhere, and may therefore 
make a ſudden and unexpected invaſion upon us; Wl 
and when any two of our neighbours are at war . b 
one with another, which is the preſent caſe, we. b 
are told, we muſt keep up a numerous ſtanding ity 
army, becauſe our neighbours have large armies .“ 
in the field, and great fleets at fea, which they + 
may turn ſuddenly againſt us. 

I have, Sir, a very good opinion of the Exgliſ 


* a > Bia -B.:B 


* ſoldiery, and when they have been properly em-. ! 
© ployed, and kept in action, they have always done Ml, I 
great honour to their country; but an army kept Ml 1 
here at home, in a ſtate of inaction, and wanton- . 
ing in lewdneſs and luxury, till they have quite. 5 
© loſt the true ſpirit of Engliſhmen, and are become . b 


fit to be made ſlaves themſelves, may eaſily be 
* perſuaded to make ſlaves of their fellow-ſubjed:; . 
and therefore, I ſhall always be againſt keeping y: 
* up a numerous regular army within this iſland, 
© let the pretences for it be never ſo plauſible : Ou 
* government has been ſupported for many ages, 
* without any ſuch army, and even during the 
© whole courſe of the laſt two great wars, there 
never was a greater number of forces kept at home 
for the defence of this nation, than the additional 
* number now propoſed, above what I, as wel] a 
a great many other gentlemen, thought neceſſary 
* laſt year to be kept = 

Gentlemen talk of parties and diviſions among 
© us, and of its being neceſſary for us to prepare for 
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* there may, Sir, be little diviſions among us, but as 
long as his Majeſty enjoys the affections of his peo- 
© ple, thoſe diviſions would immediately ceaſe upon 
the approach of a foreign enemy, we would then all 
*- unite in the defence of our King and country; and 
© as to preparing for our defence, it is certain, that 
half the number of the troops we now have, would 
be ſufficient to repel any ſmall invaſion that _ 

| be 
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be ſuddenly brought upon us; and if any deſign 
* ſhould be formed to invade us with a great num- 
* ber of troops, would not they require a great num- 


we ber of tranſport ſnips? Could ſuch a naval arma- 
N ment be prepared without our hearing of it? And 


have not we already voted a great naval force, with 
er! which we might eaſily block up our enemies in 
/ their own harbour? 

Jig * While the true maxims of Engliſh policy are 
* purſued, neither his Majeſty, Sir, nor any of his 


ya ſucceſſors, will ever have an occaſion for ſtanding 
ent ' armies, the King will always find a ſecurity for 


cn. his perſon and government in the hearts and purſes 
nite of his people; but if ever a vicious miniſter ſhall 
me begin to act upon other maxims, armies may then 
„bed become neceſſary to {kreen the miniſter, or even 
g.; to ſupport his maſter ; and ſuch a miniſter may 
no. 3 find a corrupt Parliament, ſervilely and 
Ds aviſhly complying with his moſt unreaſonable de- 
on mands : This may ſupport him for a while, but 
ages * the ſpirit of the people will be rouzed at laſt, and 
vo even that army in which he puts his ole truſt, 
here fl. may probably join with the reſt of their country- 
a men, in taking vengeance of the man who at- 
ion tempted to enſlave his countty. 
1 This, Sir, I ſay, may probably be the caſe; but 
gary as ſtanding armies may be ſo modelled and mana- 
md | ged, as to become proper tools for tyrannical pow- 
* er, therefore there is nothing a free people ought 
re fu to be more cautious of; and as I can ſee no neceſ- 
* ſity for the augmentation propoſed, I cannot give 
wy my conſent to the propoſition. I do not, indeed, 
_ know N ituation, but whatever it may 
De be, I muſt ſay, that if, by the 1gnorance of him 
* at the helm, if by his ſhifting the fails at every lit- 
* tle turn of the wind, our ſhip be brought into great 
* diſtreſs, and our reckoning quite loſt, he ought in 
* juſtice and modeſty to reſign. the helm, A 
. Zeneral council ought to be called, and every par- 
_ Ocular 
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* ticular circumſtance laid fully before them, that 1 


they may from thence learn how affairs ſtand, ſo co 
© as to be able to judge how to put the ſhip in a M 
© right courſe.” & 
"th 
Colonel Cholmondely, member for Boſiney in Corn. ha 
wall, ſpoke next to the augmentation : And then le 
the queſtion was put upon the amendment, which, fer 
upon a diviſion, was carried in the negative, 262 MW £0 
againſt 162. "Po 
Reſolutions. After this the queſtion was put upon the firſt mo- th 
tion, which was agreed to without a diviſion, and an 
then the two following reſolutions were likewiſe MW tir 
agreed to, vi. | eth 
That a ſam not exceeding 647,429 J. 11 5. 3 d. be 
halfpenny, ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, for be 
defraying the charge of the ſaid 17,704 men for WM an 
_—_— garriſons, and other his Majeſty's land MW co 
orces, in Great Britain, Guernſey, and Jerſey, for the bl 
year 1734. And, K 
That a ſum not exceeding 203, 996 J. 17. 3d. la 
halfpenny, ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, for fo 
maintaining his Majeſty's forces and garriſons in . 
the plantations, Minorca and Gibraltar, and for pro- th 
viſions for the garriſons at Annapolis Royal; Canſo, c 
Placentia, and Gibraltar, for the year 1734. ; 
By comparing theſe two reſolutions with the to in 
reſolutions for the ſame purpoſes in the preceding or 
ſeſſion, it appears, that the additional expence for tb tic 
year comes exactly to the ſum of 35,106 J. 5 5. and g 
34. The ſum voted in the preceding ſeſſion for hi 
theſe two ſervices,. being for guards, garriſons, &. th 
651,484 1. 175. 1 d. halfpenny, and for forces in the v: 
plantations, Gibraltar, Sc. 164,8351. 8s. 1 d. hall att 
penny. ' 18 
On Wedneſday the 13th of February, the mutin) la 
bill having been read a ſecond time, and committed b) 
to a committee of the whole houſe, the Lord Viſc ax 
Morpeth food up and ſpoke as follows, viz, = - N 
I 
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Sir, though an army be, as yet, no part of our Lord More, 
' conſtitution, yet we find that the Parliament has, and motion 
' of late years, thought proper to keep a much dg d 
greater number of forces on foot in this kingdom, . 
than was known in former times. Tis true, Sir, I 
' have always been one of thoſe who thought a much 
leſs number of regular forces ſufficient for the de- 
' fence of this nation, and for the ſecurity of our 
government; but a majority of both houſes of 
' Parliament have been of a contrary opinion, being 
' thereto induced, as I believe, ſometimes by plots 
and treaſonable conſpiracies at home, and at other 
times, by the ſituation of our affairs abroad, and 
the precarious ſtate in which the affairs of Europe 
(happened to be in at the time. This, Sir, has 
been our unfortunate caſe, for many youn paſt; 
and it is to be feared, that our caſe for years to 
come will not be much better; ſa that it 1s proba- 
ble, that the lame number of regular forces, or 
| wo a greater number, may be thought neceſ- 
' ary to be continued from year to year, and there- 
' fore, I think, it is the buſineſs of Parliament to 
put our army under ſuch regulations, as may be 
thought proper and neceſlary for the ſecurity of 
our conſtitution. 

It is certain, Sir, that a numerous ſtanding army, 
' ntirely under the influence of the crown, or of any 
one man, has been what has over-turned the liber- 
ties of moſt countries, and muſt always be dan- 
gerous to this; and though the Parliament have 
' hitherto thought fit to conſent to the keeping up 


the number we have at preſent, yet it iswell known 


what fears and apprehenſions that meaſure has cre- 
ated in the 2 of the people, and therefore it 
is become neceſſary for us to think of ſome regu- 
lation which may quiet the minds of the people, 
by ſecuring our conſtitution as much as poſſible, 
againſt the bad conſequences uſually attending the 
keeping up of a ſtanding army: This, Sir, may 
Yor, XI. Cc II think, 
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I think, be effected in a great meaſure, by making 
our army not altogether ſo dependent upon the 
crown as they are at preſent ; for the leſs depen- 
dent the army 1s upon any one man, the leſs dan- 
gerous they muſt be to the liberties of their coun- 


try; and with this view it is that I ſhall beg leave 


to make a motion, which will, T hope, meet with 
a general approbation. 

There is one power, Sir, now enjoyed by the 
crown, which muſt always be attended with the 
moſt dangerous conſequences; I mean the arbi. 
trary power now lodged in the crown, of removing 
the officers of the army at pleaſure : At preſent 


the crown, or rather the miniſters and favourites 


of the crown, may remove any officer of the army, 
without any ie or cauſe aſſigned, nay, even 
without ſo much as accuſing him of any crime or 
neglect in his military capacity; and this power 
muſt appear to every gentleman to be the more 
dangerous, when we conſider how many gentle 
men of the army have ſeats in this houſe, as well 
as in the other houſe of Parliament. 

In all the other countries of Europe, which have 


any pretences to liberty, though there are perhaps 


none of them that enjoy ſo much freedom as we 
do, yet there are, by their laws, ſome wiſe pro 
viſions made, with reſpect to their armies. In 
Holland, no officer can be broke but by the ſen- 
tence of a court martial; and in Sweden, during 
the reign of their laſt King, they were ſo ſenſible 
of the many inconveniences and great danger of 
this abſolute power, which their King had over the 
army. that upon his demiſe, they made a law, that 
no officer ſhould thereafter be removed from us 
commiſhon in the army, without the conſent of the 


ſenate. 


* This muſt ſhew what opinion all our neigh- 
bours, who have any regard for the liberty of the 


country, have of this arbitrary power in the crown: 


g and, 
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© and, as I hope there are no people upon the earth, 
who have a greater regard to the liberty of their 
country than the gentlemen who now hear me, I 
* ſhall therefore take up no more of your time in 
* opening this affair, but ſhall take the liberty to 
* move, That leave may be given to bring in a bill 


for the better ſecuring the conſtitution, by prevent- 

ing the officers, not above the rank of colonels of 
the Regiments, of ſuch land forces as ſhall at any time 
the! be allowed by authority of Parliament, from be- 
bj. ing deprived of their commiſſions, otherwiſe than 


ing by judgment of a court martial to be held for that 
ent purpoſe, or by addreſs of either houſe of Parlia- 
ite: Ml © ment.” 
ny, . 8 
— Sir 7ohn Ruſhout. Sir, the noble Lord who has Sir ; 
or been pleaſed to make you the motion, has opened — 
wer it to the houſe in ſo full and fo clear a manner, 
ore MI and has made it appear to me fo reaſonable, that 
tl I cannot help joining with his Lordſhip in the mo- 
yell! tion. That a ſtanding army is no part of our con- 
* ftitution, will not, 1 believe, be denied by any 
av: gentleman in this houſe, it being declared fo by the 
WI | mutiny-bill, which we have juſt now read a ſecond 
ve time; but yet our army has been kept up ſo ma- 
pre- ny years, and is likely to be kept up for fo many 
un years to come, that it is high time to provide ſome 
en antidote for that evil, which every man fo juſtly 
ning 2pprehends. A 
ble © By the mutiny- bill, Sir, it appears, that no com- 
r ol mon ſoldier can be puniſhed or diſmiſſed, as guilty 
the of a crime, till he be firſt tried and found guilty 
that by the ſentence of a court marſhal ; and that the 
hi officers of the army ſhould be in a worſe ſituation, 
f theſſW that they ſhould be liable to be removed, as if 
guilty, without any crime ſo much as alledged 
igh- , saint them, or any trial or ſentence, appears to 
their. me ſo inconſiſtent, that I am ſurpriſed ſome re- 
own: CC 2 * gulation 
and, 
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: gulation in this particular has not been made long A. 
ago. ( 


The noble Lord who made this motion took it 
notice, that there were, and, I believe, always will Ire 
be, a great many officers of the army who have + m 


ſeats in Parliament; there are now above forty 
who have ſeats in this houſe; and though I haveaM 7 
great opinion of the honour of all thoſe gentlemen 
who now have ſeats in Parliament, and do not b 
doubt but that they will act with as much honour MW he 
and integrity as any other gentlemen in the houſe, 


yet as long as they are liable to be turned out d a 
their commiſſions at the N of a miniſter, MM « © 
they may juſtly ſuſpect, that the continuance of Ml ir 


our in this houſe, and therefore it muſt be grant. 
ed, that they are more liable to a miniſterial, or 
a court dependence, than other members are; for WM it 
which reaſon I am ſure that they cannot diſap-M t. 
prove of a propoſition, meant chiefly to ſet them 
on the ſame independent foot that other gentlemen 
are on, with reſpect to their behaviour in this 
houſe : I cannot, indeed, apprehend, that a pro- 
poſition in itſelf fo reaſonable can meet with any 
oppoſition ; but if it ſhould, I make no doubt d 
having the aſſiſtance of thoſe gentlemen of the 
army who have the honour to be members of this 
houſe, in the ſupport of a propoſition deſigned for 
their ſecurity, as well as for ſecuring the liberties 
of their country; I am only afraid left modeſty 
may make ſome of them withdraw: This I ſhall 
be ſorry for; but I hope none of them will ſhev 
ſo much ſelf-denial as to oppoſe the motion, only 
becauſe it is for their private intereſt to agree toi! 
I ſhall not, Sir, _ this occaſion, give the houl: 
any farther trouble; the regulation propoſed is 
e er ek and neceſſary, that I do not 
think it requires much to be ſaid, either to explal 
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* or enforce it; and if any objections ſhould be 
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© ſtarted, I hope other gentlemen will take care to 
remove them, therefore I ſhall only ſecond the 
motion. 


Thomas Clutterbuck, Eſq; member for Leſtard in Me, Carter 
Cornwall. Sir, notwithſtanding what has been ſaid © 


by the noble Lord who made the motion, and the 
* honourable gentleman who ſeconded it, I cannot 
give my concurrence. The noble Lord ſet out 
' with ſaying, that a ſtanding army is no part of our 
* conſtitution : In this I'll agree with him; a ſtand- 
ing army, raiſed or kept up in time of peace, with- 
out conſent of Parliament, is againſt law, and even 
with or without the conſent of Parliament, it is 
certainly no part of our coſtitution; God forbid 
it ſhould ever become ſo: But it is as certain, that 
the Parliament may ſometimes find it neceſſary to 
keep up a ſtanding army from year to year, for 
* the ſupport and defence of our conſtitution; and 
for this purpoſe it is, Sir, that the Parliament has 
* of late years conſented to the keeping up of the 
* army, which ſome gentlemen in this houſe have, 
* indeed, thought to conſiſt of too great a number, 
* but I do not remember ever to have heard it fo 
much as inſinuated, that we ought not to have 
any regular forces at all in the country. 
The conſtitution of this country is, Sir, the beſt 
* I know or ever heard of ; and therefore I ſhall 
always think that all that is incumbent upon us, is 
* to 1 and hand it down, as it now is, to 
* thoſe that ſhall come after us; but if there were 
any fault or flaw in our conſtitution, I am ſure 
the propoſition now made to us, would be ſo far 
from mending, that it would intirely ſap and un- 
* dermine it. It has always been the undoubted 
* prerogative of the crown, to make and remove the 
. officers of the army at pleaſure ; this is a part of 
- Ce * our 
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our conſtitution, and to invade the prerogative, 
or wantonly to rob the crown of any part of it 
is certainly an invaſion of our conſtitution, which 
people ought to be extremely cautious of; for if 
we once begin to make alterations or innovations 
in our conſtitution, it is not eaſy to tell, where 
it will end, or how far we may go: If we once 
begin, we may be carried ſuch lengths, as may 
* intirely ſubvert that conſtitution which has ren. 
* dered this nation ſo rich and ſo powerful, and 
* which makes us at preſent the happieſt people 
© upon earth, 

* While the army continues, Sir, in. its preſent 
condition, while the officers depend upon the 
* King for their commiſhons, and the CE army 
depends upon Parliament for its continuance and 
pay, it is certain that our conſtitution cannot be 
ſubverted by means of our army, nor can we be ii 
any danger from any number of regular forces ſo 
* kept up; but if this propoſition ſhould take place, 
— 5 make the army really dangerous to our 
conſtitution; the army would then become inde. 
* pendent both of King and Parliament, and might 
* ſoon make themſelves maſters of both. Ther 
are many crimes, Sir, an officer may be guilty oh, 
* which might give good and ſufficient reaſon to lis 
* Majeſty to remove him, and yet thoſe crimes may 
be ſuch as cannot properly be tried by a cout 
martial; for example, diſaffection: His Majeſty 
* and all mankind may be fully convinced and {# 
* tisfled of the diſaffection of an officer, tho! it bt 
* impoſhble to prove that diſaffection to the ſati 
faction of a court martial; and yet the difaffec 
tion may be ſo flagrant, and ſo ready to breal 
forth in ſome treaſonable act, that the ſafety © 
the government, the very being of our conſt- 
< tution, may depend upon the immediate rem 
val of that Or ; and as this pronoſition, 
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* cers the more bold and enterpriſing, the conſe- 
* quences of their diſaffection, which could not then 
be immediately prevented, would be the more to 
© be dreaded. 

© The noble Lord mentioned to us the caſe of 
* ſome. of our neighbouring countries, but I muſt 
think, that when we ſee other people more happy 
* or more free than we are ourſelves, it is then time 
* enough for us to fly to other countries to ſeek ex- 
* amples for our imitation : As to the caſe of Hol- 
land, I cannot ſay I have lately confidered their 
* conſtitution, and therefore I ſpeak with uncertain- 
ty, but I believe that, as to their army, their Stadt- 
holder has the ſame power that our King has; he 
* may, I believe, remove the officers of the army 
* at pleaſure; and for us to take from his Majeſty 
* that power which all his royal predeceſſors have 
enjoyed, which even the States of Holland have 
* truſted their ſupreme magiſtrate with, would in 
* my opinion, appear ery itrange, eſpecially ſince 
it muſt be granted, that his Majeſty has never once 
* made an 111 uſe of that power, or done any taing 
* to deſerve its being taken from him. In ſhort, 
Sir, the propoſition now before us I take to be a 
* moſt dangerous innovation, if not a thorough al- 
* teration of our conſtitution, and therefore I can- 
not conſent to it. 


391 


Samuel Sandys, Eſq; I] am very much ſurpri- Mr. S 


* fed, Sir, to hear the honourable gentleman who 
* ſpoke laſt ſay, that this propoſition would ſap and 
* undermine our conſtitution ; for if a ſtanding ar- 


* my be no pub of our conſtitution, as he himſelf 


* was pleaſed to admit, how can it be poſſible that 
any regulation, with reſpect to our army, can ſap 
* and undermine, or indeed have any thing to do 
with our conſtitution ? It is certain, that our army 
is not, as yet, any part of our conſtitution z but 
il a ſanding army be continued, for any time to 
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come, upon the ſame footing it is at preſent, ſome 
future ambitious King, or criminal prime-mini. 
* ſter, may model and manage it fo as to make it 
© not only a part, but, under them, the whole of 
© our conſtitution ; the officers of the army and 
© other dependers upon the crown, may at laſt be. 
* come ſo numerous in both houſes of Parliament, 
that they may come to be almoſt the only perſon, 
© to meet here, in order to make laws and impoſe 
© taxes, and then to ſend their orders to their infe- 
© rior officers and ſubſtitutes, to execute thoſe laws, 
and levy thoſe taxes; and all this under the di. 
< reCtion of an ambitious prince, or a wicked mini- 


© ſter, who may make a blind ſubmiſſion to the 


* moſt arbitrary commands, the only tenure by 
* which they are to hold their commiſſions, or even 
© their ſeats in Parliament, and in ſuch caſe I would 
© gladly know, where we could find the liberties and 
privileges of the people of England, or any other 
* conſtitution, but that of our King, his miniſters, 
and his army. 

The prerogative of the crown, this power, which 
© our Kings are ſaid always to have enjoyed, and 
© which gentlemen are ſo much afraid of the crown' 
© being robbed of, is but a very new prerogative; 
* for a ſtanding army is ſo far from being a part of 
© our conſtitution, that till of late years there never 
vas any ſuch thing known in this nation: Till the 
revolution we never had any ſuch thing as a regu- 
© lar ſtanding army ; the army that was raiſed at 
that time, was raiſed to defend our liberties and 
© properties, and to aſſiſt a Prince who came to 
© reſcue us from ſlavery ; as ſoon as the danger was 
© over, it was always underſtood, that the army was 
© to be diſbanded, but the two heavy wars we were 


© ſucceſſively engaged in, made it neceſſary to keep 


up a ſtanding army, during the reigns of that 


* there have always been, I do not know _ 
© lome 


Prince and his ſucceſſor ; and ever ſince that time 
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* ſome pretences found to keep up a numerous ar- 
© my, even in times of the moſt profound peace, ſo 
that we ſeem now to be ſo firmly ſaddled with it, 
© that I am afraid few gentlemen in this houſe will 
live to ſee our preſent army, or any part of them, 
© reduced. Before the revolution, hole armies, by 
* which we always ſo bravely defended ourſelves, 
© thoſe armies, which made us a terror to our ene- 
mies were armies raiſed from among the people, 
© upon the approach of danger, and as foon as that 
danger was over, as ſoon as peace returned, the 
army was diſmiſſed, and the ſoldiers returned to 
* their uſual labour and induſtry ; in thoſe days, it 
* is well known, that our military force did not in- 
* tirely depend upon our Kings ; the King indeed, 
© had the chief command, but moſt of the other 
* commanders were ſuch as were choſen by their re- 
ſpective counties, or ſuch as held their commands 
© by their tenures, and could not be removed from 
that command, without being legally found guilty 
* of a crime, no more than they could have been 
removed from their freeholds : Therefore, when 
* gentlemen talk of the prerogative of the crown, 
* which they ſay is to be invaded by this pro- 
* poſition, they muſt be underſtood to mean, only 
that prerogative, which has grown up ſince the 
© revolution. | 
© It is certain, Sir, that the prerogative of the 
* crown has always been a very growing part of 
© our conſtitution, and for this reaſon our anceſtors 
have often been obliged to clip and pair it, other- 
* wiſe all the liberties and privileges of the people 
would long ago have been ſwallowed up by the 
* prerogative ; and I believe it will be granted, that 
* the prerogative, even within theſe laſt thirty or 
* forty years, has grown pretty conſiderably ; I 
believe every gentleman will admit, that the power 
. of the crown 18 now infinitely greater than it was 
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for ſome years after the revolution; and I wiſh 
that theſe gentlemen, who now ſeem ſo tender of 
invading what they call the prerogative, would, 
upon other occaſions, appear as tender of invading 
the liberties of the people; this, Sir, is what 
ought to be the principal care of every member 
of this houſe; the crown ſtands in no need df 
any advocates here, becauſe, by our conſtitution, 
the crown may put a ſtop to any incroachment 
upon the prerogative, when the incroachment is 
ſuch as may not be thought neceſſary for the pre. 
ſervation of the liberties of the people. 

The gentleman talked, Sir, of innovations and 
alterations in our conſtitution, as of ſomething ney 
and terrible; I do not know what the gentleman 
may mean by innovations and alterations, but! 
am ſure our conſtitution has ſeaſonably met with 
many amendments : Do not we know, that for- 
merly the crown not only named, but could re 
move the judges, at pleaſure z and this arbitrary 
power of removing, with reſpect to the judges, 
was formerly a part of the prerogative ; but as 
great inconveniences were felt from the uſe that 
had been made of this power, it was taken from 
the crown, and the judges, when once named by 
the crown, were by law made judges for life; 
this law, when firſt made, was certainly intended 
to make them judges for their own lives; but even 
this part of the prerogative has begun again to 

row; and thoſe very gentlemen, the judges them: 
Elves have been prevailed on, to find out I do 
not know what quirks and evaſions, whereby they 
ſeem now to have fixed their right for the life of 
another perſon only; however, even as it ſtand: 
now, it muſt be granted, that the prerogative 
the crown has thereby been diminiſhed, and whe: 
ther this was to be called an invaſion, an innova- 
tion, or an alteration, I do not know, but I am 
yery ſure, it was a very neceſſary tine 
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* which has produced no inconvenience, not any 
way injured our conſtitution z and why doing 
the ſame thing, with reſpect to the officers of the 
* army, ſhould give ſuch a terrible alarm to ſome 
© gentlemen, as if our conſtitution was thereby to 
5 * and undermined, I cannot compre- 
* hend. 

© I will agree with the honourable gentleman in 
© this, Sir, that our conſtitution, to take it in the 
« general, is as good, if not better than that of any 
* of our neighbouring countries, yet in ſome parti- 
calars ſome of them may have the advantage of us, 
and in theſe we ought not to be aſhamed to take 
example from them, and from thence endeavour 
to improve and rectify our own; for political 
© conſtitutions, even of the beſt ſort, are like the 
* conſtitutions of human bodies, they are apt to 
© languiſh and decay, and often ſtand in need of 
reſtoratives; even our own conſtitution, good 
' as it is, wants every now and then to be po- 
© liſhed and reſtored to its primitive luſtre, and 
particularly that growing part, the prerogative, 
* ought ſometimes to have its cumberſome branches 
* lopped off, otherwiſe it may become too heavy 
for the principal ſtock : This is what our an- 
© ceſtors have often done, and this 1s what, I think, 
* Sir, we may, in the preſent caſe, do, without the 
* leaſt danger. 

* The honourable gentleman took notice of the 
trials by court martials, and ſaid, that there were 
many things an officer might be guilty of for 
© which he ought to be removed, and which, ne- 
* vertheleſs, could not be properly tried, or, at leaſt, 
* not fully proved before a court martial, and he 


| © mentioned particularly the caſe of diſaffection: I 


cannot grant, Sir, that this is a cafe which can 

* often happen, but allowing that it might, it is full 

* provided againſt by the motion which the noble 

Lord hath been pleaſed to make: Does not = 
Par- 
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Parliament fit every year? And, in caſe of an an 
* officer's being notoriouſly diſaffected, is it to be in 
© doubted, but that the Parliament would ad. ſu 
© dreſs his Majeſty to remove ſuch an officer from Il © #5 
all command in the army? And there could be m 
no danger from the delay; becauſe his Majeſty to 
could, in the mean time, ſuſpend him, or even M © J 
lay him under an arreſt, if it ſhould be thought I h. 
< neceſſary. 6er 


Colonel Bladen. I can by no means, Sir, give I 1 
my aſſent to the propoſition now before us, as it MW uU 
tends to the taking from the crown a prerogative l 
which, not only by our Conſtitution, belongs to t 
the crown, but has, by expreſs acts of Parliament W 4 
© been declared to be ſolely in the crown; fora 1e 
proof of which, I ſhall only deſire the two militi- 1 
acts paſſed in the 13th and 14th years of the ;t 
* reign of King Charles the ſecond, to be read? . 
(Theſe acts being read, he proceeded as follows. ] 
Whatever gentlemen may ſay, Sir, about our an- 
* cient conſtitution, it appears, by theſe acts, that 
the ſenſe of Parliament then was, that the ſupreme 
* government of the militia, and of all forces by 
? des and land then was, and ever was the Kings 
* undoubted right; and that the King might, at 
* pleaſure, commiſſionate or diſplace the officers of 
© the militia z and therefore I muſt think, that if 
© ever our military force was under any other regu- 
lation, it was either a regulation which was not ac- 
cording to our conſtitution, or it was a regulation 
which was found to be ſo inconvenient, that it was 
very ſoon altered: Gentlemen may, indeed, ſay, 
that theſe acts concern only the militia, and have 
* no relation to our ſtanding army; but as our mi- 
© litia was found to be of little or no uſe, after our 
© neighbours began all to keep up regular ſtanding 
J armies, therefore we were obliged to ſubſtitute, . 
2 + the 
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* the place of our militia, a regular ſtanding army, 
and, conſequently, the ſame power over that ſtand- 
ing army, and the officers of that army, muſt be 
© ſuppoſed to be veſted, by theſe acts, in the King, 
© as be is thereby declared to have had over the 
© militia, and the officers of the militia ; and now 
© to attempt to take away that prerogative, when 
I am ſure it cannot be ſaid, that any wrong uſe 
© has lately been made of it, appears to me very 
© extraordinary. 

I have heard, Sir, that ſome gentlemen are ſo 
© much out of humour with our preſent govern- 
* ment, and ſo tired cf our preſent happy eſta- 
© liſhment, that they would do almoſt any thing 
* to get rid of it; they would, for that end, even 
* agree to the making a thorough change in our 
© conſtitution, by forming it into a commonwealth ; 
J could never, indeed, believe, that there was any 
truth in theſe reports; I could not believe, that 
* there could be ſuch a madman in this nation : 
But ſhould this motion take place, if I could fo 
much as believe that gentlemen were really ſerious 
in the motion they have made, I would no longer 
© look upon ſuch reports as chimerical; for I 
© never heard of any motion made 1n Parliament, 
* which tended ſo directly towards eſtabliſhing a 
* commonwealth, as the preſent does, except ſome 
* of thoſe famous motions which were made in the 
© years forty and forty-one ; and I am perſuaded, if 
© this motion ſhould take place, it would produce 
* the ſame conſequences. 

© What! to create an army for life, an army in- 
dependent of the King, ſure gentlemen are not in 
© earneſt, or they muſt have forgot the confuſions, 
© and the fatal effects which were formerly produ- 
* ced in this nation by ſuch an army. I thank God, 
| Sir, 1 am none of thoſe who are tired of our pre- 
' ſent happy eſtabliſhment : I think we enjoy our 
* liberties in their full extent, and I ſhall never give 

| | my 
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my conſent to a propoſition, which would put it 
out of the King's power to remove any, even of 
* thoſe officers who are appointed to guard his royal 

perſon, without the conſent of the other officers; 
It would be found to be a difficult matter to pre- 
vail with a court martial to puniſh or break an 
officer, perhaps, for a crime which every one of 
that court martial was himſelf guilty of. If the 
gentlemen of the army ſhould once be made to 
* depend only upon one another, they would ſoon be 
* ſenſible of their own power, and we do not know 
© what uſe they might be tempted to make of it. 
In ſhort, Sir, the propoſition, in my opinion, tends 
to nothing but confuſion, and therefore I am hear- 
© tily againſt it. | 
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Sir Thomas Robinſon. Sir, I cannot help ex- 
preſſing my ſurpriſe at a propoſition of this nature; 
for though it has been talked of without-doors, for 
© ſome time paſt, yet I never could, till yeſterday, 
believe, that it would actually have been introdu- 
© ced here; becauſe it appears to me to be founded 
on a ſuppoſition, that the ſame number of forces 
< we now maintain, is for ever to be intailed on 
our poſterity. 

Had a propoſition of this nature come hither 
from another quarter, founded upon the perpetuity 
of the ys it would have been thought highly 
« unreaſonable; and if a regulation, thus founded, 
© ſhould paſs this houſe, it may be made uſe of here- 
© after, as an argument to continue the army when 
there is no longer any reaſon for it, and may be 
* employed as a means to interweave the civil with 
the military power, and to make a military eſta- 
bliſhment a part of our conſtitution. 

As this queſtion has been ſtated, the power of 
the King, and the liberties of the people, ſeem to 
* interfere, and therefore twill be very difficult to 


* ſpeak in favour of the one, without being liable 8 
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* be repreſented as having a deſign to depreſs the 
other; but as the excellency of our conſtitution 
* conſiſts 1n preſerving a juſt temperament between 
* the King, Lords, and Commons, and the right 
* ballancing the power allotted to each, we ought 
not to attempt to diminiſh the power of either of 
* theſe three, in any inſtance, unleſs by the exerciſe 
© of power in that particular caſe it be found, that 
* that branch of our legiſlature is armed with a 
* ftrength diſproportionable to the other two; and 
therefore, before we concur in taking away from 
the crown the prerogative of diſplacing officers, it 
* ought firſt to be very clearly — that 
* the influence the King has at preſent over the 
* army, is greater than is neceſſary for the ſecurit 
* of his perſon and government, or greater than 1s 
* conſiſtent with the liberties of the people, and 
* this, Sir, I take to be the very point in queſtion. 
The very point now in debate ſeems to be, 
* whether the dae be off ſo great a branch of pre- 
rogative from the crown, and transferring it to the 
* army, will not diſarm the crown of a power ne- 
* ceſſary to keep the army firm and ſteady to our 
* preſent eſtabliſhment ; and whether by truſting it 
in the hands of the ſoldiers, we may not throw a 
greater degree of independent ſtrength into the ar- 
* my itſelf, than it ought to have, a much greater 
than has hitherto been thought either fit or prudent 
© to entruſt it with. 
© Upon this occaſion, I cannot help reminding 
<a emen, what fatal conſequences attended that 
© law made in the year 1641, whereby it was put 
out of the power of the King to diſſolve or prorogue 
the Parliament without their own conſent if break- 
ing the balance of any of the three powers in the 
legiſlature, if the two houſes of Parliament aſſuming 
* tothemſelves an independency not lawfully inveſt- 
* ed in them by our conſtitution, was attended with 
ſo many evils, what may we not dread, ſhould - 
2 lee 
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© ſee the officers of an army not removable, but 
* by their own conſent ? The hiſtory of the laſt cen- 
* tury fully ſhews us, what various ſcenes of confu- 
© ſion ſucceeded the fatal ſtatute I have juſt men- 
© tioned, and every one's thoughts may ſuggeſt to 
him, what muſt be the natural conſequence of this, 
* ſhould it ſucceed. 

If gentlemen will only recollect a little the Ks. 
© man hiſtory, they will find, that whenever mili. 
* tary governments of provinces were given for life, 
© or for a certain term of years only, or even when 
the army got the privilege of chooſing their own 
© officers, the ſovereign power came ſoon after to be 
© lodged in the army itſelf, and proved fatal to thoſe 
very perſons who had acquieſced under theſe ill. 
judged conceſſions ; and I am afraid, if a power 
© ſhould be given our army, that no officer ſhall be 
put out, but by the judgment and conſent of the 
© other officers, the next natural ſtep for them to 
take, will be, that none ſhall be put in or preferred, 
* who have not their recommendation; for ar mies are 
of ſuch a nature, that they either muſt obey, ot 
* will ſoon command. Numberleſs examples might 
© be produced in ſupport of what I have ſaid, both 
* from ancient and modern hiſtory, But I ſhall not 
now enumerate particulars, with which many o- 
* thergentlemen may be better acquainted than Iam, 

And that this has been the received opinion of 
our anceſtors, ſince monarchy was known in this 
* 1fland, becomes evident by reflecting, that in all 
© the ſtruggles they had with the crown for liberty; 
© nay, even at the time of the late revolution, when 
© every thing was thought of by the patriots of thoſe 
* days, for leſſening the royal prerogative, ſo far as 
* was judged neceſſary for, or conſiſtent with the 
* preſervation of our conſtitution, I do not remem- 


| © ber to have read or heard, that there was ever a 


mention made of any project of this nature; and 
it is moſt certain, that if ſuch a project had been 
. in 
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in force 50 years ago, our buſineſs in this houſe 
* would now have been rather to have regiſtered the 
© edicts preſcribed to us by the army, than to have 
© debated any thing that might affect a body of men 
made fo formidable by their independency. 
© ©1 would aſk the gentlemen, who are for this 
„ popoſition, one Varg queſtion, Whether it be not 
: WM 8 neceſſary, that either the militarypower 
muſt be dependent on the civil power, or the civil 
* upon the military ? If from the nature of things 
none be neceſſary, the option cannot be difficult to 
de make. Surely, gentlemen upon this cccaſion, do 
f not recolle& the fate of their predeceſſors in the 
ml þ middle of the laſt century, when the Parliament, 
— J granting ſuch conceſſions to the army, made 
the army ſoon hold them in contempt, who had 
he * thus made the military power independent of the 
i WM civil magiſtrate : Ifay, I muſt take it for granted, 
el, that this part of our hiſtory is intirely forgot, when 
are I {ce a queſtion moved in this houſe, tending to 
give the army that independency of the ſtate, which 
| has formerly made, and in proceſs of time, muſt 
od £34in make Parliaments uſeleſs; for I look upon 
— * mankind in general, as pretty near upon a level 
„in all ages, very ſtrong temptations will too often 
/ © WM get the better of the very beſt intentions, and like 
* * cauſes will always produce like effects. 
In my opinion, Sir, the great danger to be guard- 
* ' ed againſt in all armies is, any ſtep that tends to 
'W raiſe them to a ſtate of independency, and there- 
ty; fore by the wiſdom of the legiſlature, our army is 
boſe ' lowiſely conſtituted, as not only to be dependent 
wh * on the annual votes of this houſe, for its ſubſiſtence 
** and continuance, but alſo as to the number it ſhall 
a * conſiſt of; then as to the nomination of the offi- 
eur cers, it has always been lodged in the crown, as it 
7. is highly proper it ſnould; they have always been 
_ left dependent on the King, whoſe perſon they are 
Vol. XI. D d © obliged 
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* obliged to defend, whoſe government they are in. c 
© tended to ſupport. 
© Thus is our army neceſlarily dependent in ali t 
double capacity, the whole is dependent on this 
* houſe for its very exiſtence, which may be put an 
end to, whenever any danger comes to be appr. 
hended from it; but the officers, while the army th 
exiſts, are to depend on the King for their com- 
miſſions, otherwiſe how could he depend on theirs : 
fidelity or behaviour, ſhould they be called forth} « pr 
to action; for an officer may be guilty of ſeveril: ;1 
crimes which cannot be properly laid before 3 
court martial, particularly diſaffection, of which 
tho there be proof ſufficient to make it indiſpu ur: 
table, yet the proof may be of ſuch a nature, a+ i 
not to be proper to be laid before a court martial, Ml: pe 
or perhaps cannot be laid in ſuch a manner, as to: off 
make it have its juſt weight with officers ſitting 
in judgment on one of their own fraternity. 
* Tho), therefore, in this reſpect, our army, as it: th 


La 


receives its annual ſupport and exiſtence from the: 2 
Parliament, may be called a ſtate army (a den- ve. 
* mination an honourable gentleman has much in ce. 
* ſiſted on) yet, I think, the concluſions he ha * 
drawn from thence are very ill grounded; for jd 
* ſtate army, as ſuch, does not in the leaſt imply ap 
© neceſſity of the officers holding their employment 50 
for life; on the contrary, it ſeems neceſſary in all: c. 
| -* armies, they ſhould be ſubordinate to ſome othelF+ co. 
power, that they may not defeat the purpoſe ſuſ e 
* which they are maintained; for if they ſhould be. it 
thus made dependent only on themſelves, and in eit 
dependent of the three other powers of the legiſ = 
ture, it will, in my opinion, be laying the foun un. 
* dation of a fourth power, a military one, which em 
may, in proceſs of time, render uſeleſs the other pri 

c . 
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ts © This leads me to conſider, in whom the advo- 
' cates for this queſtion propoſe to lodge this power, 
all © this important branch of the prerogative, which is 
15M © to be lopped off from the crown, if this military 
al © {cheme ſucceeds: As the prerogative of the crown 
reis to be diminiſhed, one would naturally imagine 
NW © the power of the people was intended to be in- 
nl © creaſed ; but this, Sir, is not to be the caſe, it is 
to be transferred from the crown, not to the people, 
but to the army, and lodged ſolely with the officers 
' themſelves, who from that moment, will be inde- 
* pendent of the crown, and in time perhaps of all 
' other authority; for one of the great reſtraints 
* upon the army, is this very prerogative, which the 
King has of diſplacing officers, who may be ſuſ- 
* peed of bad intentions: Give this privilege to the 
' officers themſelves only, and what ſecurity ſhall 
ye then have for their future behaviour: In ſhort, 
we ſhall then have raiſed a power, in ſupport of 
the preſent eſtabliſhment, without having provided 
' a ſecurity againſt its attempting to overturn that 
very eſtabliſhment ; for thus, by removing this ne- 
ceſlary check upon the army, a diſtant time may 
come, when the nation, with reaſon, may be jea- 
lous of an army, in whoſe hands we ſhall have put 
a power, ſufficient to enable them to get the better 
both of King and Parliament, and to ſet up a new 
conſtitution of their own; whereas, while the army 
continues in the ſtate it is at —— there is lit- 
tle danger to be apprehended from it, even ſhould 
'it _ the raſhnels to attempt any thing againſt 
either. 
© It has been urged by an honourable gentleman 
' under the gallery, that, as the judges hold their 
employments for life, we ought to convey the ſame 
privileges to the officers of the army : In my opi- 
nion, this is reaſoning upon a very wrong founda- 
ton, for, I think, no juſt parallel can be drawn 
Thus betwixt civil and military officers in general, but 
Dd 2 certainly 
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* certainly there is the wideſt difference between I. 
* thoſe who act in a judicial, and thoſe who act in 


( 


military capacity; for the ſame ſtate of indepen WM: ot 


* dence, neceſſary to leave the judge unbiaſſed in MW: to 
* pronouncing judgment, would tend to diſengage MW: ;; 
the ſoldier from that intereſt, to which he ought M* 
* ſolely, and in contradiſtinction to all others, to: v 


be thoroughly attached: A judge ſhould be lef 
* free and unbiaſſed, that he may ſpeak what the ti 
* law ſpeaks, and diſtribute juſtice 1mpartially to 


"Ul 
* all partics; but the very nature of the army re.. ne 
.* quires the ſtricteſt ſubordination in the officers, MW © 


without which there can be no diſcipline ; the fol-M 1; 
dier muſt be dependent, and muſt act in ſubjectin ir 
to the lawful commands of thoſe, by whom heb 
maintained; nor can any qualification make b 
mends for his failure in this particular. 
* There is beſides a particular circumſtance, which 
makes it impoſſible to draw any juſt parallel be. n. 
tween the judges and the officers of the army; y 
the judges not only determine between ſubje aui 
ſubject, but they are likewiſe to determine be t 
* tween the crown and the people; if any queſtion n 
* ariſes between the King and a ſubject, they are to « 
determine the point in diſpute, and therefore it 


. 


c 
. 
* 


* 


* dent as poſſible upon either of the parties; but uo 
* ſuch power was ever yet lodged in the officers d 
* the army, and it is to be hoped never will; fat 
* tho' J have ſo great an opinion of the gentleme. 
* who are at preſent in the ſervice, that I thin 
* any power may be ſafely lodged 1n their hands 
yet, I believe, they neither deſire ſuch a powe! 
nor would they conſent to the giving of any ſuc 
to their ſucceſſors. | 
* But, Sir, the propoſition now made to us woull 
render the officers of the army ſtill more indepel 
dent, both upon our King and government, tha 
the judges are at preſent : If a judge be guilty 
* al 
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een M* any crime, or ot any neglect of duty in the exe- 
mag cution of his office, he is not to be tried by the 
ben. other judges only, he is to be tried by a jury, he is 
din to have an open and a fair trial in Yeſtminſter-hall, 
gage as the reſt of his fellow ſubjects have; and if it 
ght were otherwiſe, if a judge for any miſhehaviour, 
» to were to be tried in a private way by his brother 
left . judges only, I ſhould think both our lives, liber- 
te ties and properties, in greater danger from them, 
to under ſuch a regulation, than if they were ſtill de- 
e. pendent on the crown for the continuance of their 
cers, Wl © commiſſions 3 and it muſt be granted, that this 
1-WF* 1aſt would be the caſe of the in” — of the army, 
on © if this propoſition ſhould take place; for they could 
he be tried by none, they could be puniſhed by none 
c but themſelves, and conſequently, theywould have 
no dependence but upon one another; and without 
any derogation to the characters of thoſe who are 
now ſo worthily at the head of the law, or to thoſe 
who command in the army, I believe every per- 
* fon will allow, that the fear of puniſhment, and 
the hopes of reward, are equally neceſſary to keep 
moſt men to their duty, and of courſe to make 
them uſeful to ſociety. | 

As another reaſon in ſupport of this propoſition, 
* an honourable gentleman has recommended the 
* wiſdom of the Swedes to our imitation, who, he 
ſays, have introduced this very regulation in their 
army; but give me leave to obſerve, Sir, in an- 
* {wer to this, it is ſo very late a practice among 
* them, that they cannot yet be 2 judges, how 
far it will anſwer the purpoſe for which it was in- 
troduced. 

* To be ſure, Sir, it is very commendable in thoſe 
who have ſpoke for this queſtion ; nay, it is the 
duty every man owes his country, to obſerve the 
methods of government uſed in other ſtates, and 
adopt that which is founded on wiſdom and true 
* policy into our own ; but in all attempts of this 
Dd 3 © kind, 
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* kind, a ſtri& regard is to be had to the particular 
turn of our own conſtitution ; for what may be x 
neceſſary ſtep in one ſtate, may prove to be the 
deſtruction of another; and therefore, moſt certain- 
ly, the bare example of the Swedes ought not to 
influence us to take ſo extraordinary a reſolution, 
unleſs the nature of our own conſtitution would 
* juſtify it: If gentlemen reaſon only from the ex- 
* ample of the Swedes, they may with the ſame ju- 


- 


T 


* ſtice plead for a farther introduction of their laws; | 


* and as all foreign affaire are tranſacted by their 
ſenate, they may on the ſame account expect, that 
the management of all our foreign negotiations 
ought to be ſubmitted ſolely to the direction of 
this houſe; they may likewiſe pretend to tranſ. 
plant other cuſtoms prevalent in the ſenate of Su- 
den, into our Parliament, which would quite alter 
the preſent form of our conſtitution, and introduce 
a new ſpecies of government into this kingdom; 
* for it is certain, that a King of Sweden has now 
hardly the power of a ſtadtholder of Holland; 

* eſpecially with reſpect to the officers of the army; 
none of whom he can even create or promote, with- 
out the conſent of the ſenate; their government 
at preſent is indeed little more than a common 
wealth, ſo that few things can be drawn from 
© their practice as an example fit for us to follow. 

© Before I conclude, Sir, give me leave to remind 

* gentlemen, that our hiſtories tufficiently teach us 
© this truth, that our liberties and conſtitution are 

never in greater danger than when any one d 
the branches of our legiſlature graſps at any power 
© or authority, which hath, by the wiſdom of out 
© anceſtors, been to another; and there- 
© fore, molt certainly, an unwarrantable attack upon 
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c 
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the prerogative of the crown, which may, indeed, 
be intended to extend the liberties of the people, 
© js in reality, the readieſt way to bring them into 
danger. I believe every impartial gar will 

| | * acknow- 
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acknowledge, that in our preſent happy ſituation, 
we of this nation enjoy as much liberty as is con- 
ſiſtent with that ſubjection, which is neceſſary for 
the ſupport of all governments; and the ſureſt way 
to continue this particular bleſſing to ourſelves, and 
to perpetuate it to our poſterity, is to reſt ſatisfied 


„with what we enjoy, and not to hazard what we 


' already have, by aiming to extend the liberties of 
the people to a degree, perhaps we ourſelves may 


be the firſt perſons ſhall be ſenſible of the incon- 


venience of: All experiments therefore of reform- 
ing the conſtitution, muſt be hazardous, unleſs 
vhere the event 1s clear and undiſputed : Tamper- 
ing with the laws, where our liberties are concern- 
' ed, hath often proved of dangerous conſequence 
and whenever we come to new modelling the con- 
ſtitution in any eſſential point, unleſs where an 
apparent neceſlity requires it, it is impoſſible to 
tell how far the ſpirit of reformation will proceed. 
© I beg pardon for taking up ſo much of your 
time: As I once had the honour to be in the ſer- 
vice, and under a gentleman whoſe good nature 
and affability, muſt ever demand the regard and 
* eſteem of all that know him, and who is as little 
* deſirous of graſping at an unreaſonable power, as 
che is capable of miſapplying that he is already 
* truſted with, I flatter myſelf, that during the time 
J was under his command, I learnt a little what 
* the nature of an army is, and had I ſtill been in 
the ſervice, ſo far from retiring upon this queſtion, 
das has been recommended to thoſe now in the ſer- 
vice, if gentlemen ſhould divide upon it, which I 
' ſhall not believe they intend doing, till I ſee it 
done, I ſay, had I ill been in the ſervice, I 
* ſhould have been equally ſtrenuous againſt the 
' queſtion, as it has always been my opinion, that 
* theſureſt way to depend on any ſet of men for act- 
ing right, is not to give them an unneceſſary power 
or temptation of doing 5 
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* For theſe reaſons I think myſelf obliged to 


uſe my endeavours, that neither this, nor any 


other propoſition of the like nature, however 
popular they may at this, or any other time ap. 


pear, ſhall ever meet with encouragement from 
this houſe.” 


Thomas Winnington, Eſq; * IT cannot, Sir, let 
this queſtion go, without declaring my abhorrence 
to the motion that has been made to us: I really 
think it is the moſt monſtrous motion I ever heard 
made ſince I had the honour to fit in Parliament. 
Gentlemen ſay, Sir, an army 1s no part of our 
conſtitution ; but if the propoſition they have 
made ſhould take place, the whole of our conſt: 
tution would ſoon be at the mercy of our army, 
At preſent, Sir, the officers of the army depend 


upon the King for their commiſſions, and the ar. 


my itſelf depends upon Parliament for its continu- 
ance, and for its pay; but if you ſhould once make 
the officers of the army independent of the crown, 
if you ſhould once give them a ſort of freehold in 
their commiſſions, they would ſoon make both 
King and Parliament depend upon them. If both 
LG and Parliament ſhould join in opinion, and 
think it proper to make a reduction of any part of 
your army, do you imagine that thoſe gentlemen, 
with their {words in their hands, would quietly lay 
them down, and retire to their reſpective homes 
at our deſire? No, Sir, they would then tell you, 
our commiſſions are for life, they are our freehold, 
a law of your own making has made them ſo, and 
you ſhall not take them from us, unleſs we have 
been guilty of a crime; if we have done any wrong 
let a court martial be called, let us be tried in that 
way which 1s by law preſcribed, and if we be found 
guilty, we'll ſubmit. This, Sir, we may reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſe, would be the language of thoſe you 
a mand to reduce ; and 1n ſuch a caſe gentlc- 

| men 
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men may eaſily gueſs what redreſs the nation could 
expe& from a court martial, 

* The liberties of Rome, Sir, were never deſtroy- 
© ed till their army was made an army for life; and 
© even this country loſt its liberty by an army: As 
© ſoon as an army was raiſed and made independent 
© of the ſovereign power, they overturned the whole 
* of our conſtitution, they pulled a predeceſſor of 
yours out of the chair, and kicked the members 
© out of doors; and ſhall we, Sir, eſtabliſh ſuch 
* another army? The propoſition is ſurpriſing. I 
© would rather lie under any imputation, than that 
© of having made ſuch a one to this houſe : I am 
+ ſure it is very far from appearing to the noble Lord 
who made it, in the ſame light it does to me: I 
© have, I think, a juſt opinion of it; but if he had 
© judged ſo, I am very well convinced he would 
© never have offered it to this houſe. However, 
* ſince the propoſition has been made, and as every 
© gentleman is at liberty to treat any propoſition 
© according to that light in which it appears to him, 
I] muſt ſay, that I look upon the motion as mon- 
© ſtrous, abſurd and flavith, and therefore I am 
« heartily againſt it, If I have ſpoke with too much 
* warmth, I beg pardon, Sir: I hope it will be 
© aſcribed to my zeal for our conſtitution, and the 
« preſent happy eſtabliſhment, and not to any want 
© of reſpect for the gentlemen who ſeem to favour a 
« propoſition, which appears to me in a light fo 
© very different from that in which, I believe, it 
appears to them.” 
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Sir John Bruce Hope, member for Kinroſs, Sc. Sir %, 


in Scotland. * The honourable gentleman over the? 
* way, I muſt ſay, Sir, has ſpoke with a great deal 
* of more warmth than decency, and has treated the 
* foldiery, both ancient and modern, in a manner 
* which I think both ſcandalous and unjuſt. The 
* gentleman ſpoke of the Koman liberty, and pre- 
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from an army under their command and direction; 
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tended, that the loſs of it was owing to their ar- 
my's being made an army for life; Ican remem- 
ber nothing, Sir, of an army for life at Rome, I 
do not remember that they had ever any ſuch re- 
lations in their armies, even as this now propo- 

ed, which is very far from eſtabliſhing an army 
for life: On the contrary, if they had had any 
ſuch regulation, I believe it would not have been 
in the power of their Generals or Emperors, to 
have modelled and garbled their armies, ſo as to 
make them ſerve thoſe vile purpoſes which the 
were made to ſerve; and if the gentleman wil 
pleaſe to read over the Roman hiſtory with atten- 
tion, he will find, that the loſs of the Reman li- 
berty was, at firſt, more owing to bribery and 
corruption in their elections, and in their ſenate, 
than to their army: It was by this bribery and 
corruption that all public virtue was deſtroyed in 
that country; and when the virtue of the army, 
as well as the people, was deſtroyed, it became an 
eaſy matter to make tools of both, for the ſupport 
of arbitrary power. 

© I have had the honour to ſerve in our own ar- 
my, I have likewiſe, Sir, ſerved in foreign ar- 
mies, and I think I know a little of the nature of 
both: From thence it is that I judge, that no ar- 
my will allow themſelves to be turned againſt the 
liberties of their country, unleſs it be left in the 
power of ſome ambitious man to model them, fo 
as to make them fit for their own wicked purpoſes: 
It was tnis that made our army, 1n the laft centu- 
ry, turn againſt the Parliament which had raiſed 
them, and the army will always be dangerous, as 
long as any ſuch power is lodged in any one man, 
I have the honour, Sir, to be acquainted with ma- 
ny of the general officers, as well as other officers 
in our own army at preſent. I know their worth 
and their merit, and I ſhall never fear any thing 


but 
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* but if what has been once attempted ſhould ever 
be attempted again, if our army ſhould be gar- 
* bled, the gentlemen who are now in command 
turned out, and fellows of mean birth, or perhaps 
* foreign officers, put into their places, we would 
have every thing to fear from ſuch an army, even 
' tho' the generality of the common ſoldiers ſhould 
* continue to be made up of our own countrymen : 
* And upon this occaſion I cannot but take notice, 
Sir, of what I read t'other day in a very judicious 
* anothor, who upon this very ſubject ſays, that any 
* miniſter who adviſes the King to diſmiſs a good 
© officer, who has long and faithfully ſerved his 
King and country, is guilty of the greateſt and 
* blackeſt act of treaſon againſt his Prince; and 
therefore, Sir, to prevent as much as poſſible the 
* committing of any ſuch treaſon in time to come, 
; - ſhall be for agreeing to the propoſition now be- 
fore us. 


Hugh Williams, member for Angleſca, ſpoke next 
againſt the motion; and after him, 


411 


General Wade. The gentlemen of the army Genera 
are certainly very much obliged to the noble Lord ch 


* who made this propoſition, and I doubt not but 
* were conſiſtent with the good of our country; for 
as it is natural for all men to deſire to be indepen- 
dent, it is not to be doubted, but that the officers 
* of the army deſire it as much as any other ſet of 
* men; but whether it may not be of dangerous 

conſequence to make ſo great an alteration in our 
conſtitution, is what principally weighs with me; 
and for my own part, I ſhall always give up any 
private advantage I may expect, rather than agree 
to any meaſure which may in the leaſt endanger 


. 
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or hurt the conſtitution, or the public interſt of 


my country. 


; Since 


every one of us would be for it, if we thought it 


ſpeec 
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Since I have had the honour, Sir, to ſit in this 


© houſe, I can ſay, that I have always acted with 
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: the ſame freedom, as if I had had no commiſſion, 


nor any concern in the army ; and though I have 
generally Joined in opinion with thoſe who were 
in the adminiſtration, yet I have likewiſe, upon 
many occaſions, differed from them. I remember, 
that when the famous South-Sza ſcheme was in 
agitation in this houſe, though it was brought in 
by a miniſter, and ſtrongly ſupported by thoſe 
who were then at the head of the adminiſtration, 
yet I had the honour to be one of the 55 who di- 
vided againſt it. It is true, Sir, I had upon that 
occaſion meſſages ſent to me, and was threatened 
to be ſtripped of all my military employments; 
but thoſe threats had no weight with me, nor ſhall 
ſuch threats ever have any weight with me, in any 
caſe where they come in competition with my 
duty as a member of this houſe, with my duty as 
an officer of the army, or with my duty as a ſub- 
ject of Great Britain; and I hope that this is the 
reſolution of every man, who has the honour to 


bear a commiſſion in the army. 


Gentlemen talk of courts martial, and of his 
Majeſty's having the power to name the officers 
who are to be upon them : His Majeſty has, in- 
deed, the power of granting warrants for the hold- 
ing of courts martial, as often and in ſuch places 
as he ſhall pleaſe to appoint z I have myſelf a war- 
rant from his Majeſty for holding courts martial 
in North Britain, where I have the honour at pre- 
ſent to command ; but I never did, nor does his 
Majeſty ever name the officers who are to be upon 
ſuch courts martial ; that ſervice being performed 
by a roll, as other — of duty are, and J have 

en very great difficulty to get a ſufficient num- 
ber of officers for holding thoſe courts martial; for 
ſometimes ſix or ſeven captains, beſides ſubalterns, 
will be abſent at one time; and it is hardly 15 
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ble now, in time of peace, to get them to attend 
their duty, notwithſtanding the great power the 
* crown has over them : Since then they are at pre- 
* ſent ſo negligent of their duty, would they not be 
much more ſo, if they could not be diſmiſſed for 
© negle& of duty, but by a ſentence of a court- 
martial: If any of thoſe officers ſhould be brought 
to be tried for neglect of duty, or any other ſuch 
crime, by a court martial, the majority of which 
might perhaps conſiſt of officers, who had them- 
* ſelves been guilty of the ſame fault, can gentle- 
men imagine that in ſuch a caſe any officer would 
© be broke, or any way puniſhed by a ſentence of 
that court martial? | 

* In ſhort, Sir, the diſcipline of our army is al- 
ready in a very bad way, and J am afraid, if this 
* propoſition ſhould take place, it would be intirely 
* deſtroyed ; for if this propoſition ſhould paſs into 
* a law, it would not only take away all depen- 
* dency upon the crown, but it would deſtroy that 
* ſubordination of inferior officers to their ſuperi- 
* ors, which is abſolutely neceſſary to be ſtrictly 
kept up, in all armies z; and without which an 
* army would ſoon become an unruly mob, inſtead 
* of being a regular and a well-diſciplined army; 
— Sir, I cannot but be againſt the propo- 
* ſition,” 


413 


Giles Earle, Eſq; As this propoſition muſt cer- wir. Farle's 


* tainly tend to the eſtabliſhing an army with too 


great and too independent a power in itſelf, I muſt 
think it extremely improper ; and I muſt think 
* that the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, has 
very well and very juſtly obſerved, that it would 
* deſtroy all diſcipline in the army, and would, I 


© believe, introduce a general licentiouſneſs among 


* the officers; for there are many irregularities an 


| © officer may be guilty of, which could not well be 


brought before a court martial; and if they _ 
* the 
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* the irregularity might be ſo general, that it would 
© be hard to get ſuch a court martial as would pu- 
* niſh the - wh for a crime which perhaps every 
one of themſelves 2 be guilty of. 

It is well known how many complaints there 
are already, both againſt officers and ſoldiers, for 
irregularities committed 1n their quarters ; even 
with all the power which his Majeſty now has over 
the army; it is very hard for thoſe to whom he in- 
truſts the chief care and management of his army, 
to keep the officers and ſoldiers to their duty, and 
to prevent their being now and then guilty of ſome 
little acts of oppreſſion in their quarters; but if 
the propoſition now made ſhould paſs into a law, 
it would render the quartering of ſoldiers moſt 
grievous to the people; one officer would ſay, I 
have made my quarters good, as they call it, ano- 
ther would do the ſame ; this would encourage a 
third, a fourth, and ſo on, till the practice be- 
came general; and if they were to be tried and 
puniſhed for this, only by a court martial, can 
gentlemen imagine, that they would not acquit 
one another ? 
is true, Sir, officers may be removed, officers 
haye been removed without being guilty of any 
crime ; I was myſelf once removed, when I am 
ſure they could not lay any crime to my charge; 
I was then ſorry for it, but I was not for carrying 
my reſentment ſo far, as on that account to turn 
every thing topſey-turvey ; yet there was at that 
time more ground for ſuch a propoſition than there 
is at preſent ; there has lately been no garbling or 
removing of any conſiderable number of officers, 
and therefore I cannot find out what could give 
occaſion for this motion at this time. Was not 
the 8 Duke of Marlborough, in the midſt of 
© his glorious ſucceſs, removed from all command 
in the army? I believe no man will accuſe him of 
having ever been guilty of a crime, or even of a 

© neglect 
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© neglect of duty: Was not the man who was put 
in this place juſtly ſuſpected of having deſigns a- 


gainſt the preſent happy eſtabliſhment ? Nay, ſo 


* juſtly was he ſuſpected, that when the late King 
* came over, he durſt not ſtand his trial, but took 
* guilt upon himſelf, and fled from the juſtice of 
* the nation ? Yet upon that occaſion there was no 
* ſuch propoſition as this made in Parliament. 

I cannot, with the hon. gentleman who ſpoke 
* laſt, think, that the officers of the army are much 
© obliged to thoſe gentlemen who appear in favour 
* of this propoſition ; on the contrary, I think, that 
* it is entertaining a very bad opinion at leaſt of 
* thoſe officers, who have the honour of ſitting in 
this houſe, to imagine that they do not act with 
the ſame 2 and freedom that other gentle- 
men do; I am ſure I ſhould not think, that any 
man entertained a good opinion of me, if he 
thought that I could be induced, either by threats 
od 3 to act contrary to my duty in this 
houſe. 


© There is not the leaſt ground, Sir, for ſuſpe&- 


* ing any ſach thing of any gentleman of the army 
who ſits in this houſe, and therefore I am not only 
* againſt the motion, but I hope that it will be treat- 
ed in ſuch a manner, as may prevent its being ever 
* renewed in this houſe. 


415 


William Pulteney, Eſq I cannot but obſerve, wr, Pure- 
Sir, the unhandſome manner in which ſome gen- ** 


* tlemen have treated the motion now in your hand, 
and the hard names they have given it, ſuch as 
* monſtrous, abſurd, flaviſh, and the like; I am 
* ſure, Sir, neither the noble Lord who made the 
© motion, nor any of thoſe gentlemen who have 
* ſpoken in ſupport of it, can from their conduct in 
this houſe, or in any other part of life, from the 
families they are come of, or the large properties 
they poſſeſs, be the leaſt ſuſpected of entertaining 

© any 
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any notions of ſlavery, or of making any motion 
in this houſe, for deſtroying any part, far leſs for 
* undermining the whole, of our conſtitution : I will 
avoid retorting thoſe names, or ſaying any thing 
that may give offence, though I am ſure I may do 
it with far more juſtice upon thoſe gentlemen, 
© who have taken that liberty with others. 
* The hon. gentleman behind me, ſpoke of offi- 
* cers making their quarters good, which is a mili. 
* tary term I really do not underſtand; but I ſup- 
© pole it is doing ſomething they ought not to do, 
and yet ſomething, as that gentleman ſeemed to 
inſinuate, which they are ſo apt to do, that there 
is no preventing it without keeping them in a la- 
* viſh ſort of dependency : He told us, that he was 
© himſelf once removed, and that he was very ſorry 
© for it; he was, tis true, once removed, and that 
© he was ſorry for it, is, I believe, what no body 
vill doubt of; but I hope it was not for making 
© his quarters good; for though the gentleman likes 
good quarters, and knows as well when he is in 
* ſuch as any man, yet I am convinced, that he is 
* incapable of doing any thing wrong, either for ob- 
* taining quarters, or for making them good: He 
* Þkewiſe told us of the Duke of Marlboroueh's ha- 
© ving been removed; I believe no man will ſay it 
* was a right ſtep to remove that great general, but 
it has no relation to the queſtion now before us; 
© becauſe, if I underſtood the noble Lord's motion 
right, the power of removing generals from their 
command as generals in the army, is to remain in 
the crown, as much unlimited as ever it was be. liti 
fore; and it muſt be granted, that the removal of J 
that great man, and the many other removals that ¶ not 
* followed, if they have any relation to the preſent |. 
_ * queſtion, are ſtrong arguments in its favour ; for! | 
© believe, every man who wiſhed well to the con. be. 
ſtitution, would have wiſhed that ſuch a law had Vc 
© been in being at that time; and indeed all -_ 
* otner 
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* other arguments I have heard againſt the propoſi- 
* tion, if I may be allowed to call them ſo, are 
* much ſtronger arguments for it than they are 
* againſt it. 

* Gentlemen talk, Sir, of invading the preroga- 
tive, as if it were a moſt heinous thing, to leſſen, 
in any reſpect, what they call the prerogative ; but 
this has been already anſwered by a worthy gentle- 
man over the way; he juſtly ſaid, that the prero- 
' gative has been growing ever ſince the revolution, 
* and it is certain that it is daily gaining ground both 
ein this houſe and the other. The power of the 
crown is what every member of this houſe, as well 
* as the other, ought always to be Jealous of; for 
* what by creations and tranſlations, it may, at laſt, 
grow ſo great as intirely to overturn that balance 
* upon which our conſtitution depends: And it is 
* well known, that the prerogative now in diſpute, 
is a prerogative of a very ſhort ſtanding z even the 
* prerogative as to the militia, mentioned by an 
* honourable gentleman ſome time ago, has been 
aſſumed but of late years; and tho the power of the 
King, as to the militia, be very fully and very ex- 
ob- plicitly declared inthe two acts that gentlemanwas 
He pleaſed to read to us, yet I hope, that neither he 
nor his friends will recommend all the proceedings 
of the Parliament, in which thoſe acts were paſſed, 
but . :; roper patterns for us to imitate, nor will he 


„„ 7 = 


woß etre, that we ſhould now approve of every thing 
Wo that was done at that time in Parliament: Beſides, 
= ' Sir, there is a very great difference between the 
| 


' officers of a ſtanding army, and thoſe of the mi- 

* litia; the firſt is both an honourable and a bene- 
a ficial employment, the laſt is become of late years 
not very honourable, and I am ſure it cannot by 
Cor] law be made a beneficial employment; ſo that the 
or" arbitrary diſpoſal of commiiſions in the army, may 
Dad be of much more fatal conſequence to our conſti- 
aaf Vor. XI. | Ee © tution, 
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tution, than the arbitrary diſpoſal of commiſſion; 
in the militia. | 
* Gentlemen, Sir, have aſked us, Will you male 
the officers of the army independent? Will ya 
ive them their commiſſions in the nature of: 
Fechold > No, Sir, by the propoſition now made 
© to us, they are to depend upon King and Parliz 
* ment, as much as ever they did before upon the 
King ſingly : His as is ſtill to have the powe 
* of preferring them intirely lodged in him; and hi 
* Majefty, with the aſſiſtance of either houſe of Pa. 
* liament, is ſtill to have the power of remoyuy 
any one, or any number of them, without any re 
* ſonor cauſe aſſigned: This is very far from makin 
them independent: But ſuppoſe they were to h 
* made independent both of King and Parliament, 
* has the Parliament and people, ſupported by the 
* King, more to dread from ſuch an army, tha 
the Parliament and people have to dread fromm 
* ambitious King, ſupported by an army which, ly 
* this power of removing and preferring, he hs 
made intirely dependent upon himſelf alone: Ar 
* officer who depends upon nothing but the laus d 
his country, is engaged in intereſt, as well x 
* honour, to ſupport thoſe laws, as the tenure by 
which he holds his commiſſion; but an office 
who depends intirely upon the abſolute will of on: 
man, be he King, or be he chief general, is a t. 
nant at will, and 1s in intereſt, at leaſt, engagedto 
* ſubmit to the will of his Lord, in every thing: 
* was this that made the army ſo pernicions about tht 
middle of the laſt century; they had become in. 
* tirely dependent upon their general, and then the! 
general made what uſe of them he had a mind; 
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and it was a neglect of this maxim which ſavcll , b 
© our conſtitution towards the end of the ſame cell , b 
tury, becauſe our King then began to bre. an 


to make the army intirely dependent upon 1 
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* ſelf alone : If that King had taken care of the laſt 
* before he had attempted the firſt, the nation would 
no have been groaning under popery, ſlavery, 
4 * and arbitrary power; it was a moſt remarkable 
* providence, a moſt remarkable fatality in the 
* counſels of our oppreſſors, that ſaved the nation 
* at that time; but if we do not by our own wiſ- 
dom and our own conduct prevent it for the future, 
* I muſt ſay, we deſerve the moſt heavy chains that 
< were ever laid upon any people. 

It is not intended, Sir, by the propoſition, to 
give the officers a freehold in their commiſſions, 
but if it were, can it be ſaid, it would be unjuſt > 
Have not many of them puchaſed their commiſ- 
* ſions at a very high price? Perhaps with the 
* whole of what they had in the world; and would 
* it not be the height of injuſtice, that ſuch gentle- 
men ſhould be turned a-drift, at the pleaſure of a 


uminiſter of ſtate? Have not many of them bought 
f 1 their commiſſions by long ſervices, by much blood, 
and many wounds? Is not this a purchaſe much 


„al more honourable, than that of giving a few gui- 
11 xi neas for a piece of land? And muſt the officer be 
eng © furned out of his only ſubſiſtence to pleaſe a pee- 
ien viſh miniſter, whilſt the land- purchaſer, who per- 
toe haps robbed his country in order to purchaſe that 
a land, is protected by the laws of his country in the 
eau Poſſeſſion of his ill-gotten purchale? Is this juſtice, 
„ ir? Or is it a ſhewing of that reſpect which is due 
>" Ml © to thoſe who have boldly and faithfully ſerved 
* their country ? But there 1s this farther hardſhip, 
* Sir, the officer who is turned out, not only loſes 
his bread, but his honour may ſuffer into the 
* bargain ; for if it is not very publicly known for 
what he was turned out, the malicious world may 
be apt to ſuſpe&, that he was diſcarded for ſome 
very heinous and diſhonourable crime. 


Ee 2 * Some 
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some gentlemen have already taken notice, that 


— 


. 
© there are a great many officers of the army wo- 

have now feats in Parliament, and while they ae 
© allowed to ſit in this, or in either houſe of Pzrliz . { 
ment, it is certainly to be wiſhed, that they wer, 
put upon the ſame independent footing with othe  : p 
* gentlemen : I do not in the leaſt ſuſpect the virtue WM « , 

of thoſe who at preſent have ſeats in either houſe of i « 
Parliament: Their virtue is, I find, what tho 
* who oppaſe the preſent queſtzon would gladly lu MW , 
into the debate; but as neither their virtue no * 
* honour has any thing to do in the queſtion, Imi b 
* freely ſay, that when gentlemen either now «Ml « | 
© hereafter have their whole at ſtake, and ſee by tt 
* example of others, the danger of pretending to con « 4 
* tradict an inſolent miniſter in any the moſt wick en 
* ed of his meaſures, it is putting their virtue f 
* too great a trial, it is more than human frailty Ml « 1 
can well ſupport ; and I am ſure he muſt be ven 
© little acquainted with the nature of mankind, wh « 
thinks that the conſtitution, and the happineſs of « 5 
his country, may ſafely depend upon the event d h 
* ſuch a trial. 7 
* The honourable gentleman over the way, w] ir 
is in the army, and who, I am ſure, has actel c 
with as much honour in this houſe, as any gentl-W* th 
man in it, has given us one of the moſt unanſwerM* ,f 
able arguments that the art of man could invent, ii 11 
* favour of the propoſition now before us: He H fie 
told us, that when he oppoſed a ſcheme which H to 
thought a moſt pernicious ſcheme, and which aſte m 


* wards moſt eftectually proved fo, he was ſent u ju 
and was threatcued with ilic loſs of all his emploi w; 
ments in the army, becauſe that ſcheme v ſti 
brought in and ſypported by a miniſter : H u 
© had, tis true, virtue to withſtand thoſe thru y; 
© but it cannot be ſuppoſed that every man has f co 
«* {ame virtue; and what he has now told us thi 


Jan evident demonſtration, that this pretended pie 
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© rogative of removing officers, at pleaſure, may 
* by a miniſter be made uſe of to obtain the ap- 
* probation of Parliament to the moſt deſtructive 
* ſchemes he can invent. 
* We know, Sir, that the late King William was 
* once applied to, by ſome of his miniſters, to remove 
© an officer of his army, becauſe of a vote he had 
given in this houſe : But that Prince, like a great 
* and a wiſe King, anſwered, I ſuppoſe the gentle- 
* man voted according to what appeared juſt and 
right to him at the time; I know him to be a 
brave and a good officer, and one who has always 
done his duty in his military capacity; I have no- 
* thing to do with his behaviour 1n Parliament, and 
* therefore I will not remove him from his com- 
mand in the army. His late Majeſty was ſo ſen- 
* ſible of the neceſſity of what is now propoſed, that 
* he approved of a bill of this very nature; the bill 
* was actually drawn up, and was to have been 
brought into the other houſe by the late Earl of 
* Stanhope This I know to be true, I do not know 
* how it was prevented, but I know that his late 
' Majeſty chearfully gave his conſent for the bring- 
ing it into Parliament. 

Ihe honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt ſaid, 
* that thoſe who are for the preſent queſtion uſed the 
* officers ill; but I leave it to the impartial world, 
leave it to the officers themſelves, to judge, which 
* fide uſes them worſt : Thoſe who ſay they ought 
to be ſecured againſt the reſentment of a tyrannical 
' miniſter, or thoſe who tell us, you are to expect no 
* Juſtice from officers ſitting in a court martial, not- 
' withſtanding their being tworn to do the ſame ju- 
' ſtice, and to try with the ſame impartiality, that 
' Judges and juries ought, and are ſuppoſed to do: 
' You are not to truſt to officers, they will certainly 
combine ue and deſtroy your conſtitution; 
there is nothing can keep them honeſt or faithful to 
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their country, but keeping them in a laviſh de. 
pendence upon the crown. Has not this, Sir, been 
the whole language of thoſe who have hitherto op. 
poſed this queſtion, and I do not doubt but the offi 
cers of the army will judge of the argument 
they ought to do. 

© I have ſpoke, Sir, much earlier in this debate 
than I intended, and I muſt ſay, that I had bu 
very little room for any thing that has been ſail 
againſt the propoſition, to have taken up ſo much 
of your time; but I find ſome gentlemen do not 
incline to ſpeak to the queſtion ; however, if they 
do not, if no better reaſons be given againſt it, 
than what have been already given, I am perſuz- 
ded the fate of the queſtion muſt be very different 
from what they expect. 


Henry Pelham, Eſq; I have attended, Sir, 
as cloſely as I could, to what has been aid 
both for and againſt the propoſition now before 
us, and I think the debate 1s now reduced to 
this ſingle point, Whether, by what 1s now pro- 
poſed, our conſtitution may be mended and made 
better; or whether it may not rather tend to hurt 
and injure our conſtitution : The latter, Sir, 1s 
my opinion, and I am convinced it appears in the 
ſame light to every one of the gentlemen, who, 
before me, have ſpoken againſt the motion. Ido 
not approve of hard names, or any names that are 
indecent, to this, or any other propoſition made 
in this houſe ; but as thoſe liberties have often 
been taken, by the gentlemen who now find fault 
with what has been ſaid, it may be ſuppoſed, that 
other gentlemen think they have the ſame liberty, 
and may retort thoſe names, when they think the 


« propoſition deſerves them; however, upon all ſuch 
* occaſions, at leaſt upon the preſent occaſion, Iam 
© ſure there is nothing meant, perſonally againſtany 


* of the gentlemen who haye ſpoken in favour of 


* the propoſition. ns Gentle: 
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* Gentlemen have been pleaſed to ſay, that the 
* prerogative is a growing part of our conſtitution , 


| © for my own part, Sir, I cannot really ſee, wherein 


the prerogative of the crown is greater now, than 
it has been at any time ſince the revolution; nor 
* can I fee what ſhould give this alarm, or what 
* ſhould make it neceſſary now to clip and pare the 
* prerogative of the crown, unleſs gentlemen have 
f . ſcheme for greatly, or perhaps totally, alter- 
ing our conſtitution; and if they have, I am ſure 
* they can ſhew us no manner of reaſon for our at- 


* tempting at preſent to make any ſuch dangerons 


| © experiment. Suppoſe his Majeſty has thought fit 


© to remove one or two gentlemen from their em- 
* ployments in the army, can that be looked on, as a 
ſufficient reaſon for taking from his Majeſty that 
power, which he and his predeceſſors have always 
enjoyed? The very attempting ſuch a thing really 
looks as if gentlemen thought, that ſome very 


| © wrong, and wicked uſe had been lately made of 
that part of the prerogative, which, in the preſent 


' caſe, they have not the leaſt * for; the worth 
* and honour of the two noble perſons, who have 
* been removed, muſt be acknowledged by all; but 
' worthy as they are, it muſt certainly be granted, 
* that the have been ſucceeded by two gentlemen 
* of equal worth; and ſurely this cannot be called 
* garbling or modelling the army ; for the army 
can never be ſaid to be garbled or modelled, but 
' when the moſt worthy and honourable are diſmiſ- 
* fed, and creatures of mean birth, or of no worth, 
put into their places. | 

It is true, Sir, there were a great many officers 
removed about the time, that the Duke of Marl- 
borough was removed; and without the power of 
' removing the inferior officers, they had not per- 
* haps ventured to have removed that great general 
from his command in the army. Such a law, as 
hat is now propoſed, might have been perhaps 
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of ſome ſervice at that time, but it would have 
been of bad conſequence ſoon after. We know 
what were thought to be the views and deſigns, 
when the Duke of Marlborough was removed; 
we know, that he was ſucceeded by a perſon, whom 
I did indeed eſteem for his perſonal qualifications 
but his political views had, at that time, very near 
ruined our conſtitution, and have ſince, upon ſome 
occaſions, greatly endangered it; and if none of 
the officers of the army, who were upon that oc. 
caſion put in, or continued in commiſſion, could 
have been removed, but by the ſentence of a couit 
martial, I doubt much, if this houſe had been noy 
ſitting to give their opinion upon this, or any other 
queſtion. 

* An honourable gentleman on the floor, why 
ſpoke ſome time ago, happened to drop ſome er. 
preflions, which I am ſure were owing to his 
warmth ; he ſpoke of foreign officers, and inſinu- 
ated, as if they might happen to be put into the 
places of thoſe, who may hereafter be removed, 
Every gentleman, Sir, ſurely knows, that this 
would be directly contrary to law; and no man 
can ſay, that there has been any thing done or at. 
tempted, that can give the leaſt ground for appte- 
© hendivg any ſuch thing in time to come: It was 
indeed an indecent, and an ugly inſinuation; I wiſh 
the gentleman had ſpared it; but as I am convir- 
< ced, that it was intirely owing to warmth, I ſhall 
* take no farther notice of it. 
I did not really, Sir, think it neceſſary to have 


. THAT 


given you any trouble in this debate, ſince othe: 


« gentlemen before me have given very ſufficient 
© reaſons for not agreeing to this motion, and have 
© anſwered every thing that has been ſaid in favour 
© of it ; but the honourable gentleman, who ſpoke 
© laſt, ſeemed ſo mighty deſirous, that gentlemen 


would ſpeak againſt what he and his friends ſeem 
* to be for, that Iroſe up rather to gratify him, than 


« that 
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that I thought any og neceſlary to be added to 
* what had before been ſaid againſt this propoſition ; 


| © and therefore I ſhall take up no more of your time; 


but leave the propoſition to ſtand or fall by its own 
© merits,” 


425 


Sir William Wyndham. *© The gentlemen, who gr ili 
have been pleaſed to ſpeak againſt this propoſition, gue” * 


| © haveall of them aſlerted, I find, Sir, that, ſhould 


* it take | it would alter the very being of 

itution; from whence we muſt conclude, 
that theſe gentlemen think, that the very being 
* of our conflitotion conſiſts, not only in having a 
* ſtanding army, but in having that army abſolutely 


© and intirely dependent on the crown; which is an 


| © opinion ſo directly contrary to that which every 


man ought to have about our conſtitution, that I 
f . 

am ſorry to hear of its being entertained by any 
* gentleman, who has the honour of being a member 
* of this houſe. I wiſh thoſe gentlemen would con- 
* ſider a little better, the nature, or the being of our 


| © conſtitution, and the many alterations that have, 


from time to time, crept into it; if they do, they 
* will find no greater novelty, nor can they find one 
more dangerous, than that of a ſtanding army. It 
is not as yet, I hope, a part of our conſtitution, 
and therefore, what is now propoſed cannot be an 
* alteration of our conſtitution; it is indeed fo far 
' otherwiſe, that the very deſign of it is, to prevent 
* our conſtitution's being altered, by a ſtanding ar- 
* my's being hereafter made a part of it; or at leaſt 
to make that army leſs dangerous, in caſe it ſhould 
become abſolutely neceſſary for us always to keep 
* up a ſtanding army. 

* We have [ikewife been told, Sir, that the pre- 
rogative of the crown is a part of our conſtitution, 


and the leſſening the power of the crown, or rob- 


bing the crown of its rerogative (as gentlemen 
have been pleaſed to call it) is an alteration of our 
Con- 
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conſtitution. For my own part, Sir, J have 1» © 
notion of any legal power or prerogative, but what 0 
is for the — of the community; nor do! 

* think, that any power can be legal, but what ß MW , ? 
* originally derived from the community; and it t 
is certain, that all the power that is, or can be. { 
given by the people, mutt be given for their own ; 
protection and defence: Therefore, if the people . 
* ſhould afterwards find, that they have given tov : 
much; if they ſhould begin to foreſee, that the 
power they have given may come to be of dange- . | 
* rous conſequence to themſelves; have not they. 
* reaſon, have not they a right, to take back what 0 
part of it they think b. 6 for their own ſafe- 

* ty? This, Sir, is the proper footing, upon which 
the preſent debate ought to be put; and taking it 
* upon this footing, ſuppoſe, that this power of re 
moving the officers of the army, were a part af 
the ancient prerogative of the crown; if the Par. 
* liament ſhould foreſee, that this power might be 
made a bad uſe of; that it might eaſily be turned 
towards enſlaving the people, would not the peo- 
ple have a right to take it from the crown; would 
it not be their duty to do ſo; nay, ought not the 
crown willingly and freely to give it up? 

* Gentlemen have next endeavoured to frighten 
Aus with the effects of this propoſition, ſhould it be 
* paſſed into a law; they ſay we would ſoon ſee what 
* ſuch an independence in the army would turn to; 
* but, for God's ſake, Sir, is not the army to be 
* ſtillas much dependent upon King and Parliament, 
© as ever they were before? If it ſhould be but ſi- 
* ſpected, that any officer, or any number of officers, 


c 
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were going to attempt any thing againſt King Wh 
* and Parliament, could not the King immediately 
* ſuſpend them, or even put them under arreſt; and 
could not the Parliament, as ſoon as they met, ad: 
* dreſs his Majeſty to remove them? Upon this oc: Wc 
* caſion, I ſhall beg leave, Sir, to Rate the different 
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* of the two caſes: In the one caſe, an army intirely 
dependent on the crown, ſo much at the mercy of 
the crown, that, let the merit of thoſe gentlemen 
in their military capacity be never ſo great; let 
their fidelity to their King and country be never 
* ſo conſpicuous ; let their paſt ſervices be never ſo 
* meritorious z yet, if they do not implicitly obey 
* all the orders they ſhall receive from the crown, or 
rather from the favourite miniſter of the crown; 
* if they do not ſubmit to propagate the moſt ſlaviſh 
* ſchemes of a projecting miniſter, they may pro- 
* bably be turned out of their employments in the 
army; and thus, after having wore out their youth 
* and vigour in the ſervice of their country, they 
may at laſt, and in their old-age, be turned adrift, 
* and reduced to a ſtarving condition. In the other 


* caſe, an army under no ſuch ſervile dependence, 


* having no reaſon to doubt of preferment accord- 
ing to their merit, and certain they could not be 


| © turned out of the places oy have purchaſed by 
e 


their long ſervices, without being guilty of ſome 
crime or of ſome diſhonourable behaviour; and 
* having the conſtitution, and the laws of their coun- 
* try, as a ſecurity for their enjoying all thoſe ad- 
* vantages as long as they live; is it not, Sir, an 
ealy matter to determine, 1n which of theſe caſes 
an army may be of moſt danger, or of moſt ſer- 
vice, to the conſtitution of this country ? 

* I will allow all that has been ſaid about the vir- 
tue of thoſe, who are at preſent the officers of our 
army; about their being Engliſhmen, and every 
thing elſe, that has been ſaid, or can be ſaid, in 
' favour of the characters of thoſe gentlemen ; hut 


( 
0 
( 


' thoſe who have a dependence, perhaps for the whole 
they have in the world, muſt be ſomething more 
than men, if they a& with the ſame freedom, that 
they would do if they were under no ſuch influence 
or dependence: It is certain; I hope the gentle- 
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men 


* ſtill they are men, and every body knows, that 
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men of the other fide of the queſtion, even thoſe 
* gentlemen who now ſtand up fo zealouſſy for the 
© prerogative, will grant, that ours is a limited mo- 
* narchy : Our conſtitution depends upon its not be- 
ing in the power of the crown to break thro” thoſe 
limits which are preſcribed by law, or to manage 
* fo, as to render them quite ineffectual; for when 


a 


either of theſe comes to be the caſe, our conſtity- 


tion will be at an end; the monarchy can no 
longer be ſaid to be limited, any more than a man 
can be ſaid to be under any reſtraint, who, tho 
locked up in a room, has the keys in his pocket, 
and may open the doors when he pleaſes ; or has 
© proper materials at hand, and may break the doors 
open, and walk out whenever he has a mind. We 
are therefore never to give a power to the crown, 
ve ought not to leave the crown in the poſſeſlion 
< of a power, which may enable any future King to 
* ſhake off all thoſe limitations, which the royal 
power ought by our conſtitution to be ſubz:& to: 


And in this view I leave it to every gentleman to 


* conſider, whether a ſtanding army, under the pre- 
* ſent circumſtances, or under the regulations now 
* propoſed, does portend moſt danger to our con- 
© ſtitution ? For my own part, I think the caſe ſo 
plain, I think the dangers pretended, from what 
is now propoſed, ſo chimerical, that I am ſurpriſed 
© to hear the motion oppoſed by any gentleman, 
* who pretends to have the liberties, or the happinels 
of his country truly at heart. 


Fut in particular, Sir, I muſt at preſent obſerve, 


< that if no notice ſhould be taken of what has lately 
happened; if no fuch proviſion, as is intended by 
© the bill now moved for, ſhould be made, and we 
© ſhould enter into a war, as is now likely we may 
© be obliged to do, what encouragement can young 
© gentlemen of noble and ancient families have to 

o into the army; when they conſider, that after 


= 
© having often ventured their lives in the ſervice af 
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their country, after having honourably acquired 
ſome preferment in the army, and afterwards, by 
* a natural and a family-intereſt, are come to have 
© ſeats in Parliament, they muſt then be cbliged to 
* forfeit all thoſe preferments, they have ſo honour- 
* ably acquired, or otherwiſe to make themſelvespro- 


| © ſtitutes to an infamous and wicked adminiſtration ? 


* After this melancholy conſideration, Sir, can it be 
* preſumed, that any gentleman of honour will en- 
* gage with that alacrity in the army, as he would 
do, if he were aſſured of preſerving and enjoying 
« whatever poſts he may have in the army, with the 
* ſame honour and integrity, with which he acquired 
* them ? This, Sir, makes it more particularly ne- 
* ceflary at preſent, to agree to the propoſition now 
made to us; and as I think it makes no encroach- 
* ment upon our conſtitution, but is, upon the con- 
* trary, a very neceſſary amendment; as I think it 
* for the honour of Parliament, and no way incon- 
* ſiſtent with the honour or ſafety of the crown, I 
* ſhall therefore moſt heartily agree to it.” 


429 


Sir William Tonge. Sir, It is ſaid, I remem- gr ui 
ber, in a printed paper which I read lately, that dz 


* the revolution had not brought our conſtitution 
to that perfection which it ought to have done; 
* but that ſome amendments were ſtill wanting, 
* and ſeemed to be abſolutely neceſſary. I was 
* indeed at ſome loſs, to think what the amendments 
* were, which thoſe reforming geniuſſes pointed at; 
but now the ſecret is in ſome part out; for the pro- 
* poſition now in debate I verily believe to be one 
* of thoſe neceſſary amendments they thought of; 
but the gentlemen, who have ſpoke before me, 
* have ſuſhciently proved, that this amendment 
would be ſo far from improving our conſtitution, or 
rendering it more ſecure, that it would in a great 


ments, their wiſdoms have projected, be of the 
* lame 


meaſure , deſtroy it: And if the other .amend- 
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* ſame nature with this, I am afraid the people af 
* England will not think themſelves mow obliged 
* to them, for the trouble they have taken in pro. 
jecting ſuch amendments. 

* We know, Sir, that the people of this nation 
have generally been divided into parties, and that 
g party which I have always been proud to reckon 
* mylelf one of, has generally, tho' very wrongfully, 
© been called the republican party; but if I, or any 
* other gentleman in this houſe, who has had the ho- 
© nour of being reputed a Whigg, ſhould come into 


* which thoſe of another party have always given us 
by way of reproach ; for it is certain, that, if this 
* propoſition ſhould take place our chief magiſtrate 
© could not properly be called a King; he would not 
* have ſo much power left him, as the Stadtholder 

© of the republic of Holland has always enjoyed. 
© The honourable gentleman, who ſpoke laſt, in- 
* ſiſted much upon the danger of an army's depend. 
* ing upon the crown, and talked of turning officers 
* adrift, and reducing them to a ſtarving condition; 
© but let us, Sir, conſult our own hiſtories, and ſee, 
* whether an army depending upon the crown, or 
* an army depending upon the Parliament, has done 
* moſt harm to our conſtitution : We ſhall there 
* ſee, that an army of the latter kind was ſo far from 
improving, or doing good to our conſtitution, that 
* they very quickly overturned it; uy ſoon brought 
© the King from the throne to the ſcaffold ; they 
turned both Lords and Commons out of doors, 
and then ſet up a moſt arbitrary government d 
their own : Whereas an army of the firſt kind has 
© often preſerved the conſtitution z an army much 
* more dependent upon the crown, than our army v 
* at preſent, was, we know, ſo far from ſupporting 
the crown in attempts againſt the liberties of the 
people, that moſt of the army joined with the peo 
ple in vindicating their liberties, even = 
4 King, 
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© King; upon whom they had a moſt abſolute de- 
* pendence z and while our army conſiſts only of 
© our own countrymen, and 1s commanded by gen- 
* tlemen of good families and fortunes in the king- 
dom, we may always expect from them the ſame 
honou able behaviour. 

As for turning officers adrift, and reducing them 
© to a ſtarving condition, it is certain that no ſuch 


* member of this houſe, let him vote, or behave in 
© this houſe, in whatever manner he will; for his 
very qualification, the eſtate he muſt have in his 

* own right and poſſeſſion, in order to qualify him 
* for havang a ſeat in Parliament, will always be ſuf- 
* ficient to afford him a comfortable ſubſiſtence z ſo 
that if he has any honour, or any regard to his 
country, the fear of being turned out of his poſt in 
* the army, can never prevail upon him to give a 
vote in this houſe contrary to what he thinks right. 
And if we can ſuppoſe, that any officer, who is 
* now, or ever may be in this houſe, has neither 
© honour, nor regard to his country, with ſuch a man 
R * the hopes of preferment will work as effectually, 
bee, as the fears of extreme neceſſity can be ſuppoſed 
to work with any man of common honour ; but 
as no ſuch thing can, in my opinion, be ſuppoſed, 

we have no occaſion to give ourſelves any trouble, 
much leſs to run ourſelves into evident dangers, 
in order to provide againſt it. 

* In ſhort, Sir, I can ſee no neceſſity for our ma- 
king ſuch an alteration in our conſtitution z I can 
* ſee no cauſe for our making ſuch an attack upon 
the prerogative of the crown; it may be produc- 
tive of great miſchiefs, but cannot, I am ſure, pro- 
* duce any good. And as for uſing the officers ill, 
* the gentlemen of the army, who are now in the 
* houſe, are themſelves the beſt judges, by which 
' fide of the queſtion they are worſt uſed z and their 
. way of voting upon this queſtion will be the beſt 
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proof of their judgment in that particular: As for 
my own part, I really think the propoſition ſo un- 
reaſonable, and ſo inconſiſtent with the principles 

even of thoſe gentlemen who ſupport it, that 1 did 

= at firſt deere it could have bore fo long x 
debate. 


P 


Sir Thomas Saunderſon ſpoke next in favour of the 
propoſition z Lord Clenorchy againſt it; Sir John 
Barnard for it; Colonel Mordaunt and Daniel 
Forbes, Eſq; againſt it ; and then 


Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtood up and 
ſpoke as follows, viz. © When I firſt heard, Sir, 
that ſuch a motion as what is now before us, was 


to be made to this houſe, Iconfidered with myſelf, 


* what it was that had given occaſton for gentlemen' 
thinking of making ſuch an innovation in our con- 
* ſtitution, what view or deſign they had, and what 
form of government they aimed at: As to all 
* which particulars I found myſelf intirely at a 1, 
© We have heard, Sir, of monarchies, ariſtocracies, 
* democracies, of oligarchies and anarchies, but 
* ſhould this propoſition take place, I am perſuaded, 
the government of this country would ſoon become 
* what may be called a ſtratocracy, an army-govern- 
ment, which is a ſort of government was never yet, 
I believe, eſtabliſhed in any country, and ſuch a 
government as, I believe, no man in this nation 
* would be fond of: I ſhall not run out in comple- 
ments to the gentlemen of the army, but I hope 
* thoſe gentlemen will not take it amiſs if I ſay, 
that I do not deſire to give up our preſent form of 
government, in order to come under their govertr 
© ment. | an | 

As for trials, Sir, by martial law, I believe no 
* gentleman will diſpute, but that they have hitherto 
been very juſt and impartial; but if the officers 
* ſhould be once made independent of all other pow- 


. el; 
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* er, we do not know what thoſe trials might turn 
„to: I neither can, no ſhall ſay any thing to re- 
flect upon the gentlemen who are judges in ſuch 
trials, but we muſt all allow, that the nature of 
* mankind is ſuch, that every one has an attachment 
* to, and a byaſs in favour of thoſe he looks on to 
be of the ſame body with himſelf; merchants, law- 
' yers, even the meaneſt ſort of tradeſmen, ſhew a 
* partiality in favour of one another; and why we 
* ſhould look upon the officers of the army to be 
* leſs liable to thoſe natural partialities, than any 
* other ſet of men, I cannot really ſee any reaſon 
for; therefore I am apt to believe, that if this 
* propoſition ſhould be once paſſed into a law, it 
would not be poſſible to remove any officer from 
his commiſſion by the ſentence of a court martial, 
as long as he preſerved a character and an intereſt 
in the army, which of courſe would encourage 
them in the boldeſt attempts againſt the conſtitu- 
tion, and the government of their country. 
Gentlemen have told us, Sir, that generals are 
* ſtill to be remavable by the King at pleaſure, and 
* that all other officers are {till to be removable by 
his Majeſty and the Parliament; but I believe it 
will be granted, that though the King ſhould moſt 
' evidently ſee a very Juſt cauſe for removing a 
* general officer, he might not find it ſafe to do ſo, 
without removing at the ſame time a great num- 
ber of inferior officers, whom he knew to be de- 
* penders upon that general, and perhaps aſſociated 
with him in the ſame wicked deſigns: And if 
* officers were made ſecure of their commiſſions for 
* life, it would add fo much weight to their intereſt 


through the whole kingdom, that they might ſoon 


get ſuch an influence in both houſes of Parliament, 
as would make it impoſſible to procure an addreſs 
* from either houſe, for the removal of any of them; 
* beſides, the very calling of the Parliament toge- 
{ ther, which cannot be done ſuddenly. would give 
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the alarm to thoſe officers, who might be engage 
in a conſpiracy for ſeizing the government into 
* their own hands, whereby they would have an 
opportunity of carrying their deſigns into execy. 
tion, before the government could by any means 
© prevent them. | 
Thus, Sir, we would be in continual danger d 
falling intirely under the government of our army, 
and I am ſure there is nothing has of late happen: 
ed, that can give occaſion for our running ourlelye 
into any ſuch danger. What tho' his Majeſty ha 
lately thought fit to remove two gentlemen from 
their commands in the army; can the removing 
of two gentlemen only, in a courſe of ſo many 
years, be called modelling or garbling the army? 
Can it be ſaid, that the gentlemen who have ſuc. 
© ceeded them are not men of as good families, d 
as great eſtates, and of as untainted characters as 
any gentlemen in the kingdom? ſurely, Sir, thi 
cannot be call'd garbling, which, as has been al. 
ready ſaid, muſt imply the removal of the moſt 
* worthy, and the putting of the moſt unworthy in- 
© to their places; and this, I am convinced, the an: 
grieſt man in this houſe will not pretend to be the 
« caſe at preſent. 

© It is certain, there were never any removal 
made, but what occaſioned various ſpeculations, 
© when the reaſons why they were made were not 
publicly known: in ſuch caſes, every man wiv 
is ignorant of the true reaſon, is apt to aſſign ſome 
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* reaſon of his own invention; but of all the removal 


that Thaveever heard of, whatever talk they migit 
* occaſion without doors, there never was any « 
them that occaſioned any propoſition or motion i 


© this houſe; no pretence was ever taken from an) 
* ſuch, to rob the crown of its prerogative, or to a 

ter our conſtitution in any part. Even when the 
great Duke of Marlborough was removed, there 
was no ſuch propoſition as this ever thought — 
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The removal of that great man I remember well; 
and I remember too the arts that were uſed by his 
* enemies, firſt to procure, and then to juſtify his re- 
« moval, What gentlemen would do by the bill 
now propoſed, was the very crime pretended to 

be laid to his charge: it was pretended, that he 
Avas contriving how to get himſelf made general 
for life: that he was become too great for his mi- 
* ſtreſs; and had thrown oft all dependence upon 
the crown: that he aimed at being made perpetual 
dictator; and to give ſome tort of colour for the 
* ſpreading of this calumny, I remember, that a cer- 
tain zealous gentleman of thoſe days, ſent a large 
* preſent to Mr. Booth, and told him, it was for the 
part he acted in the tragedy of Cato, againſt the 
' perpetual Dictator. This ſhews, Sir, that it was 
then looked on as a great crime for an officer to 
' endeavour to be independent of the crown; and 


the ' why it ſhould now appear in a light fo different, 
as to make the people think it neceſſary to make 


a law for that very purpoſe, I cannot imagine. 

i We know, Sir, that great endeavours have been 
aof late uſed to make it be believed abroad, that 
the this is a divided nation, that the people are diſaf- 
fected: hitherto all ſuch endeavours have had but 
very little effect; but if this propoſition ſhould 
paſs into a law, will not foreigners have reaſon to 
believe what they have heard? They cannot ima- 
gine, that the removing of two colonels of regi- 
ments, could have produced ſuch a law; but will 
naturally ſay, what we have heard we ſee now to 
be true; the Parliament has no confidence in the 
King, and therefore they have taken from him 
that power which all his predeceſſors enjoyed. Is 
this, Sir, an opinion which we ought at any time 
to encourage or promote among our nei ghbours 
abroad, but eſpecially at preſent, when a juſt opi- 
mon of the unanimity and ſtrength of this nation, 


23232 


may be ſo neceſſary for preſerving a juſt balance 
Fiz dor 


435 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1734, 


of power in Europe, and conſequently, the very 
© being of this nation? 

© In ſhort, Sir, the regulation now propoſed can 
produce no good, it may produce a multitude of 
* miſchiefs, and therefore I think we ſhould all ſay, 
upon this occaſion, Nolumus Leges Anglia mutare.” 


Lord Catherlough. *© I cannot but ſay, Sir, that 
< the officers of the army are very much obliged to 
* the gentlemen who are for agreeing to the propo- 
£ ſition now before you; but I look upon it as a 
© certain maxim, that no man can be a proper judge 
jn his own cauſe, and as I have the honour to be 
jn the army, I look upon myſelf as a party con- 
© cerned, and therefore, I think, I can neither in 
* honour or conſcience offer to give my vote upon 
* the queſtion. 


After which his lordſhip withdrew, and then the 
queſtion was put, and carried in the negative, with- 
out any diviſion. | 


Motion re. After this affair was over, Samuel Sandys, Eſc; 


ling tothe got up, and ſpoke to the following effect, viz. * Sir, 


and Lord? what gave riſe to the propoſition laſt before you, 


* I believe moſt gentlemen in this houſe may eaſily 
* gueſs ; It was often mentioned in the laſt debate, 
and as in the courſe of that debate, no gentleman 
| — to juſtify what has lately happened. I 
* have a queſtion in my hand which I hope will 
meet with no oppoſition, and therefore, Sir, I ſhall 
© take the liberty to move, That an humble addieſs 
* be preſented to his Majeſty, humbly to deſire his 
* Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to in- 
© form this houſe, by whoſe advice it was that his 
© Majeſty was pleaſed to diſcharge his Grace Charles 
© Duke of Bolton, and the right hou. Richard Lord 
© Viſcount Cobham, from the regiments l= e under 
* their ſeveral commands, and what crimes were q 
: ledge 
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© ledged againſt them, which were the occaſion 
* thereof. 


William Pulteney, Eſq; I ſtand up, Sir, to ſe-Mr, Fate, 
« cond the motion made by my worthy friend, which 


I hope will meet with much better ſucceſs than the 
« laſt motion we had before us: The laſt, indeed, 
* was called, by ſome gentlemen, an attack upon 
* the prerogative, an aftront to the crown, and a 
* great many other hard names, which I thought it 
© very little deſerved z but I am ſure there cannot 
© be the leaſt colour of reaſon for making ſuch ob- 
* jections, or for giving ſuch names to the motion 
© now made to you: On the contrary, it is ſhewing 
a great tenderneſs, and a moſt dutiful reſpect to his 
* Majeſty, The removal of thoſe two noble Lords 
from their commands in the army, was what no 
* gentleman in the late debate ſo much as endea- 
* voured to excuſe, moſt ſeemed rather to condemn, 
* and all the world without-doors had, we know. 
© before condemned it. Since then, the removal of 
* thoſe two noble Lords 1s looked on to be a wrong 
* ſtep, and ſince his Majeſty cannot, by law, be 
* ſappoſed to do any wrong, we . therefore, 
in duty to the crown, to preſent ſuch an addreſs as 
© 18 now propoſed to us, that his Majeſty may be 
© freed from the ſuſpicion of doing any thing that 
* 18 wrong, that the wicked perſon who adviſed it 
* may be pointed ont to the world, and that the 
_ of ſuch a meaſure may fall where it 

* ought. : | 
* If ever it ſhould happen, Sir, to be the caſe of 
this nation, that a miniſter grown inſolent in 
power, ſhould dare to tell his maſter, If you do 
not diſmiſs ſuch a man, or ſuch another, I muſt 
* abandon you, I can no longer ſupport your govern- 
* ment; and by ſuch language ſhonld prevail on 
* him to diſmiſs ſome of his moſt faithful ſervants, 
only becauſe they had honourably oppoſed ſome 
Ff 3 * wicked 
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wicked attempt upon the liberties of their coun- 
try: I ſay, Sir, if ever any one miniſter, who 
ſolely ingroſſed the ear of his maſter, ſhould ar- 
rive at ſuch an inſolence in power, the King 


but the firſt ſlave in the nation; and in ſuch a 
caſe would it not be the duty of Parliament, would 
not they be bound in duty, both to their country 
and King, to deſire to know who it was that ad- 
viſed ſuch meaſures, and what were the reaſons 
for taking ſuch? This, Sir, is not, I hope, the 
caſe at preſent ; but as the removing of thoſe two 
noble Lords has been condemned by the whole 
nation, it is ſufficient for juſtifying us in the ap- 
* plication now propoſed : Let us know who gave 
© the advice; it was a wicked one, and the wicked- 
* neſs of it will be ſtill more apparent, if it ſhall 
* appear, that thoſe who gave it dare not avow their 
* reaſons for giving it.” 


mm a. ca a a6 a a. a 2a 2a ©: 


After ſome time's paſſing without any gentleman's 
riſing to ſpeak, but only a call for the queſtion, 


Sir William Wyndham ſtood up, and ſpoke in ſub- 
ſtance as follows, viz. * Whether or no there are 
* any gentlemen in the houſe againſt the queſtion, 
© cannot, as yet, be determined ; but if there are, 
I was in hopes, Sir, they would have ſtood up, and 
© have given the houſe ſome ſatisfaction, as to their 
* reaſons for being againſt a queſtion, which ſeems 
* to be highly approved of by ſeveral gentlemen in 
* this — 5 What the cauſe of their ſilence may 
© be, I ſhall not pretend to gueſs, but it ſeems we 
© are to have no other ſatisfaction from them, but 
only a call for the queſtion. 

In my opinion, Sir, the affair now before us 
© deſerves a much more decent treatment, if it were 
© for no other reaſon, but becauſe the names of two 
noble Lords are mentioned in the queſtion, _ of 

© whom 


would no longer be the firſt man, he would be | 
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* whom have done great ſervices to their country, 
but one in particular. As I do not mean, Sir, to 
* complement the one, neither will I depreciate the 
* ſervices of the other, and therefore I ſay they have 
both done great ſervices, though in different capa- 
cities; but whoever remembers the late war, which 
© was carried on ſo much to the honour of this na- 
tion, muſt remember how often honourable men- 
tion was then made in our gazettes, of Sir Richard 
* Temple : In moſt of the accounts tranſmitted to us 
from Flanders, either of battles or ſieges, his name 
* generally ſtood among the foremoſt in the liſt of 
* thoſe gallant officers, who bravely ventured their 
lives in the ſervice of their country. And if we 
look upon his behaviour in the ſenate, it is as 
much to his honour as his ſervice 1a the field : In 
the laſt he has always acted as a good officer and 
a brave ſoldier, in the defence of his country; in 
the firſt he has always behaved as a faithful ſubject 
and a good counſellor to his King; and that ſuch 
a man ſhould be one of the firſt to fall a ſacrifice 
to miniſterial reſentment, 1s what muſt give a juſt 
© alarm to all the honeſt part of mankind : It is 
* what principally gave nie to this day's debate, 
and, in particular, to the motion now before 
you, which I very much approve of; and if no 
* gentleman thinks fit to ſay any thing againſt it, 
© I can hardly doubt of its being unanimouſly 
agreed to. 


, = OE AT WS 


No. other gentleman offering to ſpeak, the que- 
ſtion was put, and, upon a diviſion, carried in the 
negative, by a conſiderable majority. 


By the methods of proceeding obſerved in the 


houſe of Commons, no bill can be brought into that 
houſe, till ſome member riſes up in his place, and 
moves for leave to bring in ſuch a bill, and if the 


majority of the houſe yy nt the motion, they then 


name a com ittee for 7 5 up ſuch a bill as was 


moved 
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moved for, and after the committee have drawn it 
up, they then preſent it to the houſe. This is the 
method of introducing bills into the houſe of Com- 
mons; but in the houſe of Lords it is otherwiſe : 
Every Lord has the privilege of preſenting to that 
houſe any bill he — to draw up; which bill 
is always read a firſt time; then the Lord that pre- 
ſented it, or ſome other, moves for a ſecond read- 
ing; upon which motion a debate enſues, if any 
Lords in the houſe are againſt bringing in or paſſing 
any ſuch bill. 

Upon the very ſame day that the laſt mentioned 
debate happened in the houſe of commons, his grace 
the Duke of Marlborough preſented to the houſe of 
Lords, the bill, intitled, An act for the better ſecu- 
ring the conſtitution, by preventing the officers, &c. of 
which the following is a copy. 


An act for the better ſecuring the conſtitution, by * 
venting the officers of ſuch land forces, as ſhall at 
ary time be allowed by authority of Parliament, from 
being deprived of their commiſſions, otherwiſe than 
by judgment of a court martial, to be held for that 

Laney or by addreſs of either houſe of Parlia- 


ment. 
? 8 no ſtanding army can, in 
* time of peace, be raiſed or kept up with- 
in this realm; but by authority of Parliament: 
And whereas the ſafety and liberties of this nation 
* do (in a great meaſure) depend upon the experi- 
* ence and virtue of the officers, to whom the com- 
mand of the army ſhould be intruſted, whenever 
© any military force ſhall be judged proper to be 
© raifed or kept on foot: Now, to the end that 
© perſons of fortune and virtue may be encouraged 
to expoſe their lives for the ſafety and liberties of 
© their country, and not be ſubje&, by ſecret and 
© malicious repreſentations, to be - caſhiered or by 
hes © move 
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* moved from their reſpeQive poſts in the army, 
* without any charge or pretence of neglect or breach 
* of duty, or without any examination or trial 
© whatſoever : May it pleaſe your moſt excellent 
* Majeſty, that it may be enacted, and be it enact- 
* ed by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and 
with the conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and tem- 
poral, and commons in this preſent Parliament 
aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, That 
* from and after ihe day of 
no captain of any of his Majeſty's troops of 
guards, or any commilſton-officer under them, 
nor any colonel, lieutenant-colonel, or major of 
the regiment, or captain, lieutenant, cornet or en- 
* ſign of any troop or company, belonging to any 
* regiment, or of any independent troop or compa- 
© ny, or any officer under them, having his com- 
* miſſion from the crown, ſhall be caſhiered or re- 
* moved (other than to an higher poſt) or diſcharged 
from his commiſſion, or be deprived of the pay 
belonging to the ſame, in any other manner than 
is hereafter preſcribed, any uſage to the contrary 
* notwithſtanding. 

And be it farther enacted, by the authority a- 
* foreſaid, That if any of the officers before-named 
* ſhall be guilty of any breach of duty, or otherwiſe 
* miſbehave themſelves in the ſaid offices, That 
* then it ſhall and may be lawful for his Majeſty, 
* his heirs and ſucceſſors, to grant a commiſſion un- 
* der his or their ſign manual, to any officer, not 
* under the degree of a field-officer, to try ſuch per- 
* ſon by a court martial, in ſuch manner and form, 
and ſubje& to ſuch rules, regulations and methods 
d of trial, as have been uſually obſerved in courts 
y martial, for trying perſons for neglect of duty, 
* or other miſhehaviour in the army, and to ca- 


© ſhier, remove, or diſcharge any officer whatſo- 


© ever, if ſuch court martial ſhall adjudge the ſame ; 
any 
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any thing herein contained to the contrary not- 
* withſtanding. 

Provided always, That nothing herein contain- 
* ed ſhallextend, or be conſtrued to extend, to hin- 
der or prevent his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, 
* from diſbanding, breaking or reducing all, or any 
© of the regiments, troops or companies, now in be- 
* ing, or which ſhall or may be raiſed hereafter, 
© whenever his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, 
© ſhall think fit to diſband or reduce the ſame. 

Provided alſo, That it ſhall and may be lawful 
* for his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, to ca- 
© ſhier or remove any officer whatſoever, upon an 
* addreſs from either houſe of Parliament for that 
< purpoſe.” 


His Grace introduced the bill with, a ſpeech, ex- 
plaining the nature of the bill, and the neceſſity that 
there was for making ſome ſuch regulations, in a 
country which rover in the name of liberty, and 
where the people were ſo happy as to preſerve that 
freedom, after moſt of their neighbours had loſt 
theirs, by the very means which he propoſed to ob- 
viate, by the bill he then preſented to that houſe, 
Upon the queſtion's being put for a ſecond reading 
of this bill, there aroſe the following debate. 

For ſome time after the motion for a ſecond read- 
ing, no Lord ſtood up to ſpeak either for or againſt 
it, only ſome called for the queſtion, and when the 
queſtion was juſt going to be put, 


The Earl of The Earl of Chefterfield ſtood up, and ſpoke as 
Sauen follows, viz. © My Lords, as there ſeem to be 


* ſome of your Lordſhips againſt the ſecond readin 
© of this bill, I am ſurpriſed to hear the queſtion ſo 
much inſiſted on, before any Lord, who ſeems to 
© be againft a ſecond reading, has ſtood up to give 
d any one reaſon for his being ſo, If any * Is 
| * e, 
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* made, if any bill is preſented to this houſe, were 
* it an affair of no conſequence, yet it is a reſpect 
* due to the noble Lord who makes the motion, or 
* preſents the bill, not to put a negative upon it 


* without giving ſome reaſons for ſo doing ; but 


in the preſent caſe it cannot be pretended, but 
* that the bill now preſented to us is an affair of the 
* utmoſt conſequence z the bill offered to us is, in 


* my opinion, not only a good, but a neceſſary bill, 


* and the noble Duke has given ſo ſtrong reaſons 
* forits paſſing, that I hope your Lordſhips will not 
* ſo much as endeavour to put a negative upon it, 
* without firſt giving ſome ſort of a reaſon for what 
* you are about to do. 

such a method of proceeding, my lords, is be- 
neath the dignity of this houſe, it will really look 
as if ſomething elfe than reaſon and argument pre- 
vailed in this houſe ; and if a ſecond reading of a 
© bill of ſuch conſequence be in ſuch a manner refu- 
* ſed, I am ſure the world will conclude, that no 
good reaſon could be given for ſo doing, which, 
of courſe, muſt bring this houſe into the utmoſt 
* contempt, in the opinion of the generality of the 
nation: This is a conſequence that, I am con- 
* vinced, every one of your Lordſhips muſt think 
* yourſelves concerned in, and therefore I hope that 
* ſome of thoſe Lords who are to give their nega- 
tive to the ſecond reading of this bill, will ſtand 
* up and give us their reaſons for being of that 
* opinion : At preſent my opinion happens to be 
different from theirs, but I now declare to them, 
* that if ſufficient anſwers are not made to every 
© obje&ion they ſhall ſtart againſt the ſecond read- 
ing, I ſhall moſt readily quit the opinion I am 
now of, and join with them in putting a negative 
upon the bill. 


Lord 
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Lord Hervey. I am, my Lords, one of thoſe, 


© and I believe there are a great many more, who 
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are againſt the ſecond reading of this bill. I did 
not, tis true, riſe up immediately after the motion 
was made, to give my reaſons for being againſt 
a ſecond reading, becauſe I thought the bill was 
of a nature ſo very extraordinary, and the ob- 
jections to it ſo ſtrong and ſo evident, that I 
thought it unneceſſary for me or any other Lord 
in this houſe, to give himſelf or the houſe the trou- 
ble of explaining them ; But ſince the noble Lord, 
who ſpoke laſt, inſiſts ſo much upon it, in or- 
der to ſatisfy him, I ſhall give ſome of thoſe rea- 
ſons which prevail with me to be againſt a ſe- 
cond reading of the bill now before us; and if 
either that noble Lord, or any other, can give 
ſufficient anſwers to thoſe reaſons, I ſhall moſt 
readily give up my preſent opinion, and join 
with thoſe noble Lords who are for reading this 

bill a ſecond time. | 
* With me, my Lords, one of the principal ob- 
jections againſt the bill is, that I look upon it as 
an openand a direct attack upon the prerogative 
of the crown. It is an attack upon a prerogative 
which his Majeſty and his anceſtors have enjoyed 
ever ſince our monarchy had a being; and we ali 
know how nearly connected the privileges of this 
houſe are with the prerogatives of the crown; we 
know, my Lords, that the laſt open and direct 
attack that was made upon the prerogatives of the 
crown, ended in the total ſubverſion of our mo- 
narchy, and an intire diſſolution of this houſe ; 
and therefore I cannot but be ſurpriſed to ſee a 
bell of this nature brought firſt into this houſe : 
If ſuch a bill had paſſed the other houſe, and had 
been ſent up to us from thence, I do not doubt but 
that every one of your Lordſhips would have 
eaſily ſeen through the deſign ; you would have 
ſeen the ſnare that was laid againſt * 
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* eſtabliſhment of our government, upon which the 
privileges of every Lord in the nation abſolutely 
Cc — © . 

depend; this would have given your Lordſhips 
* juſt alarm; and this, I doubt not, would have 
* made you receive ſuch a bill in the manner it de- 
* ſerved. 

* I have often heard, my Lords, of a compact 
between the King and the people, a compact up- 
* on which, it is ſaid, our conſtitution and govern- 
ment depend; if there be any ſuch, the nature of 
it muſt certainly be mutual; upon one part, our 
* Kings are obliged not to uſurp or incroach upon 
* the liberties and 2 of the people; but 
ſurely there muſt be a counter- part, and by that 
there muſt be an obligation upon the people, not 
to uſurp or incroach upon the powers and prero- 
* gatives of the crown; for it would be a very un- 
Jjuſt compact, if on the one hand, the King were 
* moſt ſtrictly tied down, and on the other hand, 
the people left at full liberty to incroach as often, 
* and as far, as they pleaſed, upon the prerogatives 
of the crown. This cannot be the caſe ; the com- 
F pat muſt be mutual; and as his preſent Majeſt 
, = never once attempted, nor deſires, in the leaſt, 
* to incroach upon the liberties or the privileges of 
* the people, it would be very unjuſt and unfair in 


us to make any incroachment upon him: Nay, it 


* would be moſt unwiſe, and might be attended with 
the moſt fatal conſequences z for a breach of cove- 
* nant upon one ſide would diſſolve all the covenants 
© upon the other, which would at once unhinge the 
* whole of our conſtitution, 
© It has been always thought neceſſary, my Lords, 
* to give our Kings the ſole power of naming, pre- 
* terring, and removing, at. pleaſure, the officers of 
* our armies, in order to give our Kings that _—_ 
and influence over our armies, which is abſolutely 
* neceſſary for ſupporting and promoting a proper 
* military diſcipline among them, without * 
they 
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they would be of no uſe againſt a foreign enemy, 


and might ſoon become moſt oppreſſive to the peo- 
ple, for whoſe ſafety they were raiſed and main- 
tained. This power was thought ſo neceſſary at 
the time of the revolution, and it was then thought 
to be of ſo little danger to the freedom of our con- 
ſtitution, that at that time, when the liberties of 
the people were fully conſidered, when every thing 
was removed that could be of dangerous conſe- 
quence to them, there was not the leaſt mention 
made of taking this power from the crown, or 
even of laying it under any reſtraints; and I do not 
know any thing that has ſince happened, which can 
give us the leaſt ground for being of an opinion 
different from that which was the opinion of our 
anceſtors at that time. 

The happineſs of our conſtitution, my Lords, 
depends upon that equal diviſion of power, which 
is eſtabliſhed among the three branches of our le- 
giſlature: The executive power, and the defend- 
ing of the people againſt their enemies is now, and 
always has been, intruſted ſolely with our King; 
and as long as the execution of the laws, or the 
defence of the people againſt their enemies, foreign 
or domeſtic, is intruſted with the King, it muſt 
always be abſolutely neceſſary to give our Kings 
proper powers for thoſe purpoſes ; the ſupreme 
and ultimate determination of all diſputes about 
property, is lodged ſolely in this houſe ; and the 


railing of money for the public uſe, or laying taxes 


upon the people, is what now ſeems to be princi- 
pally the province of the other houſe. Thus the 
three branches of our legiſlature are a check upon 
one another, which prevents its being in the power 
of any one of them to oppreſs the people, or to 
deſtroy the other two, Under this eftabliſhment 
we have been happy for many ages, under this the 
nation has grown up to a very high pitch of riches 


* and power, and while this eſtabliſhment conti- 
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* nues, it is more than probable, we ſhall always 
be happy. 8 

* But, my Lords, by the bill now before us, we 
are to eſtabliſh a fourth power, a new fort of 
power, which, I am perſuaded, would foon become 
independent of the other three. This is making 
© a moſt conſiderable alteration in our conſtitution ; 
© an alteration that may be attended with ſuch fatal 
* conſequences, that it makes me tremble to think 
© of it: To eſtabliſh a General for life at the head 
of a well-diſciplined army, commanded by offi- 
© cers who could not be removed, but by the con- 
* ſent of one another, would ſoon put it in the 
© power of that General, to make himſelf maſter 
6 th of King and Parliament: The tranſition from 
© Dax to Rex would ſoon become eaſy for him; by 
this the conſtitution might be intirely overthrown, 
and the nation might be involved in a multitude 
* of calamities. 

£ *Tis true, my Lords, that by what is propoſed 
in the bill now before us, an officer may ſtill be 
© removed from his command in the army, upon 
an addreſs from either houſe of Parliament; but 
© as the Parliament cannot be kept always ſitting, 
© this addreſs could not often be ſpeedily obtain- 


* ed; and if an officer ſhould be diſcovered to be 


* conſpiring the overthrow of the government, and 
* ſhould, r be continued in his com- 
miſſion, and in the poſſeſſion of that power in the 
* army which he had by virtue of his commiſſion, 
till the next ſeſſion of Parliament; both houſes 
* might, perhaps, addreſs for turning him out, but 
© his power in the army might, by that time, be fo 
, well eſtabliſhed, that it would be out of the power 
© of both King and Parliament to deveſt him of his 
© command; and as for a trial by a court martial, I 
believe, it would not be ſo much as pretended, that 
* a ſentence could be got againſt ſuch an 9 = 
eh, indee 
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indeed againſt any officer, who had a great influ. 


ence in the army: It is not to be preſumed, that 


0 

c 

© officers would be ready to condemn one another, 
< unleſs it was for a crime which they themſelvez 
c 
c 
c 


could no way approve of, eſpecially when they 
knew that they could not be removed by any other 
authority. 

Since then, my Lords, I can ſee no manner of 
occaſion for the regulation now propoſed, ſince I 
am of opinion, that it would be a great injury 
done to his 1 that it would tend to deſtroy 
all may diſcipline in the army, and would 
* greatly endanger, if not totally ſubvert our hap. 
* py conſtitution, I cannot therefore agree to the 
giving it a ſecond reading. 


The Earl of Orrery ſpoke: next for the queſtion, 
the Earl of Cholmondely ſpoke againſt it, the Marquis 
of Tweedale for it, and then the | 


Duke of Newca/ile ſtood up, and ſpoke in ſub- 
ſtance as follows, viz. - * My Lords, as I ſhall cer- 
* tainly give my vote againſt the ſecond reading of 
this bill, I muſt beg leave to give ſome of my 
* reaſons for ſo doing. I muſt be of opinion, my 


Lords, that it will always be proper to leave in 


his Majeſty, a power of removing the officers ol 
© the army at pleaſure, in order to preſerve that 
* reſpe& and obedience which is due from them 
to their King; but I am the more firmly of this 
opinion, when I conſider, that there is at preſent a 


© Pretender to the crown of theſe realms ; for while 


there is ſuch a misfortune hanging over us, we may 
* conclude, that there always will be plots and con- 
* trivances in this kingdom againſt the pecſon in poſ- 
© ſeſhonof the throne , and while there is a Preten.er, 
© he may have, without all doubt, his agents in the 
* army, as well as he has every where elſe ; Under 


* ſuch circumſtances it is not to be doubted but that 


2 ſome 
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* ſome of the officers may, at ſome time or other, 
* be drawn away from their duty to their King and 

* country, ſome of them may happen to be miſled, 

and drawn into engagements againſt his Majeſty's 
* perſon and government; and while his Majeſty is 

in ſuch danger, ſhall we put it ont of his power 

© to remove thoſe officers from their commands in 

the army, tho he has certain information of their 

being in a plot to overthrow his government, per- 

haps even to take away his life? 

This, my Lords, his Majeſty may have moſt 
certain information of, the officers concerned in 
ſuch engagements may be made known to him, 
beyond all doubt or contradiction, and yet the 
* proofs may be ſuch as would not prevail upon a 
* court martial to condemn their brother officer to 
death, or even to be broke; or they may be ſuch 
as could not properly, at leaſt, at that time, be laid 
© before a court martial; becauſe if they were laid 
before any ſuch court, the informers, and all the 
* other methods by which the plot was at firſt diſ- 
covered, and the whole progreſs of it traced, muſt 
* then become publicly known, by which all farther 
* diſcovery would be effectually prevented; and if 
* the bill now preſented ſhould paſs into a law, his 
« Majeſty — be under a neceſſity of laying all 
* proofs immediately before a court martial, or of 
* allowing ſuch treacherous officers, perhaps, even 
one of his Chief Generals, to continue in command, 
* by which they might probably be enabled to ren- 
der their conſpiracies ſucceſsful ; for which reaſon, 
I hope, that none of your Lordſhips will approve 
* of this bill, when you conſider how dangerous it 
* may prove to be for our preſent happy eſtabliſh- 
* ment, and how much it may weaken the hands of 
the government, againſt any attempts that may 
© hereafter be made in favour of the Pretender. 
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© Beſides this, my Lords, there are many other 
© caſ:s which might be mentioned, wherein his 
* Majeſty might have very good reaſon to remove 
© an officer, though it would not be at all 2 


© to make that reaſon ſo public as to lay it before 
© a court martial: I here are likewiſe many little 
* crimes which an officer may be guilty of, and for 
* which he might highly deſerve to be removed, 
© and yet theſe crimes may be ſuch as could not 
* well come under the cogniſance of a court martial; 
© at leaſt it would not be poſſible to obtain a ſentence 
* of a court martial for the removing of ſuch an of- 
* ficer; for when gentlemen fit in judgment upon 
© a brother officer, in order to determine whether he 
* ought to be broke or not, it is to be ſuppoſed, that 
they will not paſs judgment againſt him, unleſ 
* ſome very enormous crimes be fully proved before 
them; which would make it im oflible to keep up 
that ſtrict diſcipline, and regular ſubordination, 
that muſt be obſerved in all regular armies, or in. 
* decd in any army fit for ſervice, or that may be 
* depended on for the defence of a country. 
* I muſt, indeed, ſay, my Lards, that if any at. 
* tempts had ever been made towards modelling the 
* army, and making it fit for any bad purpoſe, 
* there might then have been ſome occaſion for 
© propoſing ſuch a bill as this now before us; but 
as no ſuch attempts have ever been made, as 10 
© ſuch attempts can be fo much as apprehended from 
* his preſent Majeſty, I am therefore ſurpriſed to 
© hear ſuch a bill ſo much as propoſed in this houſe, 
© at preſent, I am ſure the paſling of ſuch a bill, 
© at preſent, would be a ſubjecting of the nation to 
many great and certain dangers and inconvenien- 
* ces, for the ſake of avoiding an inconvenience that 
has never been felt by any, but in imagination 
* and for this reaſon I muſt be againſt giving the 
* bill a ſecond reading. 


Earl 
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Earl of Cheſterficld. * I have, my Lords, before Earl of Ge- 


declared, that my opinion was for reading this ech“ 
* bill a ſecond time; I likewiſe ſaid, I would alter 
opinion, if any Lord could give me a ſufficient 
reaſon for ſo doing; but, from what has fell from 
* the noble Lords who have ſpoke againſt the ſecond 
reading, I am fo far from altering my opinion, 
that I now think a ſecond reading of the bill 
is abſolutely neceſſary, even before we can en- 
ter into any debate upon the merits of it; for 
all the arguments that have been made uſe of 
* againſt a ſecond reading, all the objections hither. 
to made to the bill, are founded upon ſuppoſi- 
tions which are directly contrary to the contents 
* of the bill. 
It has been ſaid, that the bill is a direct attack 
* upon the prerogative of the crown, and that it is 
* deſigned for deſtroying, or at leaſt diminiſhing, 
* the power of the crown ; but, my Lords, if what 
is propoſed in the bill be duly conſidered, it will 
* appear to be neither an attack upon the preroga- 
* tive, nor ſo much as a diminution of the power 
a * of the crown: There is no power to be taken 
0 from the crown, but that power which the crown 
* onght never to make uſe of: It is certain that the 
for W © crown ought never to take an officer's commithon 
but from him, but for ſome very ſufficient reaſon, and 
* upon a full proof of the facts alledged againſt 
him; and therefore all that is propoſed by this 
a % dill, is only a method, by which the crown ma 
i get ſuch an information, as to the facts alledged, 
bill. « 2s may be depended on; whereby the crown may 
be ſecured againſt impoſitions, and the officers a+ 
gainſt private miſrepreſentations, and falſe accuſa- 
that @ tions: It is, my Lords, to prevent the King's be- 
he ing maliciouſly led into the doing a piece of the 
te * higheſt injuſtice to a faithful ſoldier, and to pre- 
vent a good and a brave officer from being whiſ- 
Fal * pered out of his commiſſion, and reduced to a 
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* ſtarving condition for no crime, perhaps for a piece 
* of behaviour for which he ought to be highly re- 
* warded. Can this, my Lords, be called a dimi- 
* nution of the power of the crown? Is it not plain- 
* ly and direaly grounded upon that fundamental 
* maxim of our conſtitution, which ſays, That the 
* King of England ſhall have it in his power to do as 
much good as he pleaſes, but ſhall not have it in 
* his power to do wrong ? 

* The objection as to general officers, is likewiſe, 
my Lords, founded upon a miſtake ; for if the 
* noble Lords had attended to the firſt reading of 
* the bill, they muſt have known, that with reſpect 
* to general officers, the power of the crown 1s to 
remain in the very ſame ſtate it was in before; 
* the regulation propoſed by the bill, is to extend 
no higher than colonels of regiments ; and ſurely 
* the continuing of the moſt deſigning and the moſt 
* daring man, in the — of a ſingle regi- 
ment, for two or three months, after a diſcovery 
* of his wicked deſigns, can be of no dangerous 
* conſequence ; even though the continuing him 
* for that time were, by this bill, to be made ab- 
* {olutely neceſlary ; but that 1s not the caſe, which 


© leads me to conſider another miſtake, from which 


an argument hath been drawn, and much inſiſted 
* on by ſome of the noble Lords who have ſpoke 
* againſt the queſtion, 

The Pretender, my Lords, I find, is to be lug: 
« ged into this queſtion, as he has been into ſome 
© others, in which he had very little to do; and the 
danger the nation lies expoſed to from him, is to 
be made an argument for our not taking that care 
© of our liberties and conſtitution which we ought. I 
hope I am as little ſuſpected of favouring any de- 
© ſigns from that quarter, as any Lord in this houſe; 
© if there were the leaſt ground for that argument, it 
* would be a moſt prevailing argument with me for 
being not only againſt the ſecond reading of — 
C 2 bill, 
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bill, but for the rejecting of it with the utmoſt 
* diſdain : But thoſe Lords who make ule of this 
* argument, ſeem not to take notice, that the King 
is ſtill to retain the power of ſuſpending and put- 
* ting under an arreſt any officer, or any number of 
* officers, he pleaſes, and at whatever time or times 
* he may think proper; and if the leaſt diſcovery 
* ſhould be made, that any officer, or number of 
* officers, were drawn into a plot, in favour of the 
Pretender, or into any other plot againſt his Maje- 
* ſty's perſon and government, could not his Majeſty 
immediately ſuſpend all ſuch officers from their 
commands in the army? Could not he immediate- 
ly lay them all under an arreſt? Nay, could not 
* he immediately throw them all into a common 
priſon, or at leaſt into the hands of meſſengers, 
and detain them there, till it ſhould be found con- 
venient to bring them to a trial before a court 
martial, or otherwiſe ; or at leaſt till the Parlia- 
ment ſhould be called, in order to have an addreſs 
* from this or the other houſe, for breaking ſuch of 
them, againſt whom a legal and full proof could 
* not be obtained ? Is it to be doubted, that either 
* this houſe or the other, or indeed, both, would re- 
* fuſe to redreſs his Majeſty upon ſuch an occaſion ? 
And would not this as effectually diſappoint all 
* their plots and contrivances, as if his Majeſty had 
* immediately broke every one of thoſe officers, who 
* were at firſt repreſented to him as being concern- 
ed in that plot, 
This bill has likewiſe been repreſented to us as 

* if it would deſtroy that influence which his Maje- 
* ty ought always to have in the army, and annihi- 
ate that reſpect and dependence which the officers 
* ought always to have upon the crown : But this, 
* my Lord, ſeems likewiſe to be founded upon a 
* miſtake, or at leaſt upon an overſight ; for, not- 
* withſtanding any proviſion in the bill now before 
Gg 3 Jus, 
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us, the power of naming and preferring the officers 
* of the army is to remain abſolute in the crown, 
and beſides there will be many other ways left, 
* by which the crown may ſecure the reſpect and 
© dependence of all the officers in the army; ſo that 
© there is nothing in this bill, nor any thing deſigned 
* by the bill, that can poſſibly diminiſh that juſt and 
© due influence which the crown ought to have in 
* the army. The hopes of preferment alone are 
* ſufficient for influencing every officer to do his 
duty, and to ſhew that reſpe& which is due both 
* to the crown, and to his ſuperior officers: They 


* may not, indeed, be ſufficient for influencing an | 


* officer to a& contrary to his duty, both as to his 
* King and country, by obeying the private com- 
* mands of a wicked miniſter; but this, my Lords, 
and this only, is what is by this bill 2 to 
be guarded againſt. All that is propoſed is, only 
that no miniſter of ſtate ſhall hereafter have it in 
© his power to tell an officer of the army, in a caſe 
* that perhaps no way regards military diſcipline, 
« Sir, -you ſhall do ſo or ſo, 

* Thus, my Lords, I think I have thewn, that 
© all the material objections againſt the ſecond read- 
ing of this bill are founded upon miſtakes, as io 
* the nature of it ; which, in my opinion, 1s a moſt 


* convincing argument for giving it at leaſt a ſecond | 


reading. There has indeed one or two other at- 


1 . been made uſe of, which I am greatly 


urpriſed at. It has been ſaid, that there are ſeve - 
ral crimes an officer may be guilty of, which can- 
not properly be brought before a court martial; or 
* atleaſt, where juſtice upon the offender could not 
* well be expected from a court martial: Here in- 
© deed Jam quite at a loſs, for I know of no mili- 
T —— — but what may properly be brought 
before a court martial; and unleſs it be ſuch crimes 


* as are proper for the cogniſance of our ſpiritual 


* courts, I do not know any other, but where the 
* moſt 


or ſtarve! | 
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* moſt ſevere and impartial juſtice has always been 
* given by, and may always be expected from 
* courts martial: I am ſure, that if any officer be 
* guilty of 2 of neglect of duty, or of any 


* crime, or action, that is in the leaſt diſhonoura- 
* ble, the moſt ſtrict juſtice may always be expect- 
* ed from a court martial; nay, ſo ſevere have the 
* officers of our 'army always been, in ſuch caſes, 
* upon one another, that for ſome failings, which 
* the crown has overlooked, which the generals 
have ſo far overlooked, as not to bring them be- 
* fore a court martial, yet the officers themſelves 
* have taken notice of them, and have refuſed to 
* roll or to ſerve with the man who has been guilty 
* of them; and therefore to pretend, that martial 
* diſcipline could not be kept up in the army, if 
* officers could not be broke or removed but by a 
court martial, is an argument founded upon a ſup- 
poſition, which is directly contrary to experince. 
© The other argument, which ſurpriſes me, is an 
argument founded upon a new fort of doctrine; a 
* doctrine by which we are taught, that the prero- 
* gative is never to be touched in the leaſt; you are 
never to make any law for regulating the prero- 
* gative in any branch; the compact between King 
and people muſt be mutual; the people muſt be 
as much obliged not to incroach upon the King's 
prerogative, as he is obliged not to incroach upon 
© their privileges. As to the compact's being mu- 
* tual, and the parties equally bound, I ſhall, my 
Lords, eaſily grant; yet that can be no bar to our 
* making as many acts of Parliament as we pleaſe, 
* for regulating, or even reſtraining the prerogative; 
* becaule to every ſuch act the King gives his con- 
* ſent, and ſurely all the perſons concerned in a com- 
pact may, by their mutual conſent, make what al- 
* terations in it they pleaſe : And ſo the caſe is; we 
have, by acts of Parliament, made many altera- 
© tions with regard to the prerogative z and I be- 
f | Gg 4 * lieve 
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© lieveevery one of your Lordſhips will grant, that 
it is to theſe alterations, that we owe the liberty 
ve now enjoy. The prerogative has been often 
* reſtrained and limited, or at leaſt brought back to 
© its primitive inſtitutions. Was not the Habeas Cor. 
pus act a moſt noted, and a moſt uſeful limitation 
of that prerogative, which our Kings then pretend- 
ed to? Did not our Kings formerly pretend to a 
power and prerogative of removing the judges at 
pleaſure? But this prerogative was found to be in- 
conſiſtent with the liberties of the people, and there- 
* fore, by the claim of right, an alteration was made 
© as to that part of the prerogative. And as to that 
part of the prerogative now inſiſted on, it is well 
© known, that it has grown up of late ages, for by 
our primitive inſtitution, the King could not re- 
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© move the officers of the army : The nobility and | 


© the barons of the kingdom, were the proper offi- 


© cers, and each of them led out to war, and com- 


© manded his own military tenants, ſo that their com- 
* mands in the army depended upon their tenures, 
© from neither of which the King could remove 
them, without their being legally found guilty of 
* acrime; and from the writings of the learned 
judge Coke, who, I believe, will be allowed to have 
© underſtood our ancient conſtitution, we may learn, 
< that of ancient times, the freeholders of each coun- 
© ty choſe their leader in war, as well as they did 
© the ſheriffs and other officers for times of peace.* 
© And therefore, what is now propoſed muſt appear 
© to be ſo far from being an attack upon, or a dimi- 
© nution of, the ancient prerogative of the crown, 
© that it does not near bring the prerogative back 
to its primitive inſtitution. 

© It has been ſaid, that at the revolution no ſuch 
* proviſion was made as is now propoſed : Very 


* true, my Lords; but the reaſon was, becauſe before 
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* that time, we never had ſuch a thing as a legal 
* ſtanding army; we had, indeed a few regular 
troops, but they never, I believe, amounted to 
© 4000 men, which could not properly be called an 
army; ſo that it was impoſſible we could think 
© of making any regulation about a thing which was 


not then in being: And moreover, it cannot be 


* ſaid, that at the very time of the revolution, the 
* liberties of the people were, or, indeed, could be, 
fully conſidered; it cannot be pretended, that every 
thing was then removed, that might be of dange- 
* rous conſequence to them; for do not we know, 
* that even ſince that time, ſome regulations have 
© been made, with reſpect to the prerogative ? Even 
that remarkable regulation of triennial, or, as we 
* have them now, ſeptennial Parliaments, was not 
made till ſome time after the revolution; and yet 
© it muſt be granted, that this was not only a great, 
but a neceſſary diminution of the prerogative, in 
* order to ſecure the liberties of the people : It is 
* not in the power of man, my Lords, to foreſee all 
* the evils, and all the inconveniences that may af- 
* terwards ariſe, and therefore, it is impoſſible for 
men to provide proper remedies againſt them all; 
ve can provide againſt them only by degrees, and 
* as they happen to come under our obſervation. 

* The pax, which 1s propoſed to be remedied, or 
* at leaſt prevented, by the bill now before us, 1s 
* what has been long under the obſervation of moſt 
* gentlemen in the kingdom, and therefore, my 
Lords, I am extremely ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, 
that no examples have happened, which could give 
* occaſion for ſuch a bill as the preſent. Is it not well 
* known, that we have had ſeveral examples of offi · 
* cers turned out of their commiſſions, only for not 
being ſubmiſſive to the miniſters for the time being? 
Do not we all know, that in the end of the late 
Queens reign, there were numbers of — — 
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turned out of their commiſſions, without any rea- 
* ſon, without any crime ſo much as alledged againſt 
* them? Do not we know, that, even in the late 
* King's reign, there were a great many brave offi- 
* cers removed, without being guilty of any crime, 
* at leaft, I amyſure, they were not guilty of any 
military crime, no not ſo much as of a neglect of 
duty; they could not even be accuſed of any want 
* of reſpect to the crown ; the whole, I believe, of 
* what could poſſibly be laid to their charge was, 
that they were not, perhaps, ſo ſubmiſſive to the 
prime miniſter, as he thought he had reaſon to ex- 
pect. Theſe removes were, at that time, my 
Lords, ſo much taken notice of, that it occaſioned 
a very great debate upon the mutiny- bill, both in 
this and the other houſe of Parliament: I was 
then, my Lords, in the other houſe, and I well 
remember, that it was there ſtrongly inſiſted on, as 
an objection againſt that clauſe of the bill, by which 
* officersare made judges in the caſes of life and death, 
that it was very improper they ſhould be judges in 
any ſuch caſe, as long as their commiſſions intirely 
* depended upon the crown, and might be takeu 
from them whenever a miniſter had a mind. 

* And, my Lords, though his preſent Majeſty's 
<* Juſtice and prudence be known to the whole world, 


yet we find, that even he has been prevailed on, 


by what means I do not know, to remove two offi- 
© cers, both members of this houſe, neither of whom, 
in ſo far as I can hear, has ever yet been acculel 
* of any crime, or of any want of reſpect to the 
* crown 3 no, not ſo much as of a neglect of duty. 
What I am now on is, I know, my Lords, a ten- 
der point, I am ſorry I am obliged to mention it; 
and I would avoid it, if I did not know my heart 
to be ſo warmly affected to his Majſty, that I am 
* ſure it will not allow my tongue to ſay any thing 
* unbecoming of him. If there is any fault, I am 
* ſure his Majeſty is not to blame: If the two _ 
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Lords were removed without a ſufficient cauſe, it 
could not proceed from any thing that was wrong 
jn his Majeſty : It muſt have proceeded from ſome 
© miſrepreſentations, or ſome private and malicious 
© accuſations, which his Majeſty has not yet diſco- 
* yered to be falſe ; but when he does, we may de- 
* pend on it, he will do juſtice to the two noble 
Lords who have been injured, and will ſeverely 
* puniſh thoſe who have been guilty of giving him 
* a falſe and a malicious information: This, m 
Lords, we may moſt certainly expect from his 
* Majeſty ; but this ſhews, that even out of that re- 
* gard which we ought to have for the crown, we 
© ought to agree to the bill now before us; becauſe 
it will, for the future, put it out of the power of 
* any perſon to impoſe upon the crown, by any 
* falſe ſurmiſes, or malicious miſrepreſentations. 

* I think, my Lords, I have now left no argu- 
ment againſt the bill unanſwered, but that moſt ex- 
* traordinary one, of its being time enough to guard 
* againſt the evil of modelling an army for any bad 
* purpoſe, after it has once happened: I hope it will 
be granted me, that the modelling of an army for 
the private and particular purpoſes of a miniſter, 
© or miniſtry, is as bad a purpoſe as any that can be 
* imagined ; and I think I have ſhewn, that ſuch 2 


modelling was actually ſet on foot in the end of the 


late Queen's reign, and ſomething like it happened 
* even in his late Majeſty's time; and therefore it 
* muſt be granted, that it is now high time to think 
* of guarding againſt it; but if it be meant, that 
nothing like it has happened in his preſent Maje- 
* ſty's time, the argument will be ſtill more extraor- 
* dinary, for does not every one know, that before 
* ſach a bill can paſs into a law, the King, at that 
time upon the throne, muſt give his conſent to it, 
* and if any King, by the advice of an evil miniſter, 
* ſhould once actually begin to model his army, 
* would it not be ridiculous to expect the rr 

* that 
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© that Ring, to a law for putting a ſtop to what he 
had actually begun; fo that his Majeſty's never] 
© having attempted any ſuch thing, is one of the 
© ſtrongeſt arguments for our paſſing the bill now 
© before us; becauſe it is only from ſuch a juſt and 
ſuch a gracious King as the preſent, that the royal 
aſſent to ſuch a bill can ever be expected. 
I hope, my Lords, I have now fully ſhewn the 
weakneſs of all the objections that have been made 
to the bill: But as to the arguments for it, they 
are ſtrong, they are convincing : I ſhall only touch ¶ to 
upon that one, which I think has the greateſt con- of 
nection with the nature of our conſtitution. It Y* m 
is well known, my Lords, that there are many W* m 
officers of the army who have nothing, or at leaſt, 
very little, to ſubſiſt on, but their commiſſions; 
and it is likewiſe well known, that there are many 
eee of the army now in both houſes of Par- 
iament: There are now, my Lords, more officers 
of the army in each houſe of Parliament, than 
* there were when we had on foot an army of above 
* ſixty thouſand men: Theſe are facts which will 
© not, I believe, be controverted. It is, I do not 
know how, become, of late years, a prevailing opi- 
nion, that the only beſt way of getting prefer ment 
in the army, is to have a ſeat in this or in the other 
* houſe of Parliament: This, it is true, my Lords, 
* muſt be an erroneous opinion: It is impoſhble that 
* any man can juſtly and honourably acquire any 
- 8 in the army, by his behaviour in either 
* houſe of Parliament, and therefore, this muſt be 
© an opinion for which I hope there never was any 
ground; I am ſure there can be no ground for it 
under his preſent Majeſty ; but erroneous as it is, 
© it is become a general opinion, and we know that 
* mankind always were, and always will be govern- 
ed and influenced by general opinions and preju- 
© dices; and according as the prevalence of this opi - 
nion 
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nion increaſes, we may expect an increaſe of the 

number of officers in both houſes of Parliament. 
* We _y expect, my Lords, that, in future 


times, as ſoon as any gentleman has once got a 
© commiſſion in the army, he will next employ all 
his money and credit, and all his friends, to pro- 
cure himſelf a ſeat in Parliament; he will, per- 
* haps, pawn the laſt ſhilling's-worth he has in the 
world, beſides his commiſhon, in order to procure 
' himſelf a ſeat in the other houſe of Parliament, 
and how dangerous it may be to our conſtitution, 
to have ſuch a man depending for the continuance 
* of that commiſſion, upon ſome future enterpriſing 
* miniſter, I leave to your Lord ſhips to judge. No 
man has a better opinion than I have of the gentle- 
men who are at preſent the officers of our army; 
but I muſt ſay, that I think it too hard a trial, 
' even for their virtue, eſpecially in this degenerate 
* age, to leave it in the power of a deſperate mini- 
* ſter, to tell them, upon occaſion of an important 
* queſtion in Parliament, If you do not vote, Sir, 
as I direct you, you ſhall ſtarve ! 

* Your Lordſhips are, I am ſure, all convinced, 
that the happineſs, the eſſence of our conſtitution, 
does not depend upon outward forms, but upon 
* realities. Our conſtitution does not depend upon 
our having always a Parliament; but upon that 


q * Parliament's being independent of the adminiſtra- 


tion; upon its being in the power of Parliament 
to examine ſeverely, and judge impartially the 
conduct and the meaſures of thoſe imployed in the 
* adminiſtration ; to repreſent the grievances, and 
* watch over the liberties and the properties of the 
people of this nation; and to take away evil coun- 
; Kellers from before the King: But if ever a majc- 
* rity of both houſes of Parliament, ſhould come to 
* be compoſed of gentlemen, whoſe daily bread, or 
* at leaſt, their chief ſupport, depended intirely up- 
on the favourites of the crown, can it be 3 

that 
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* that it would then be in the power of Parliament 
to examine freely, or judge impartially, the con- 


duct of thoſe favourites; to relieve the people 


from the oppreſſions brought upon them by ſuch 
favourites; or to tell their ſovereign any ungrate- 
ful truths about thoſe, whom he had thought fit to 
* employ as his miniſters ? Would not an arbitrary 
© negative be then . upon all ſuch N in 
Parliament? Would not the beſt deſigns of the 
uncorrupted and independent few, be baffled by 
* corrupt and a flaviſh majority? And ſhall any 
T 22 which tends towards the preventing of 
* ſuch a misfortune, have now the ill fate to be re- 
jected by your Lordſhips? 

he e before us, is ſo far from being an 


_ © attack upon the prerogative, that it is in the very 


* ſame terms with a bill drawn up in the very laſt 
< reign, by as able and as honeſt a miniſter as ever 
* ſerved the crown: He was indeed an honeſt anda 
< diſintereſted miniſter ; for he had the happineſs of 
© his country ſo much at heart, that he neglected his 
* own, and has left little elſe to his ſon, but the ho- 
* nour of having a ſeat among your Lordſhips : The 
bill, I ſay, my Lords, was not only drawn up, but 
< even his late Majeſty, who never could be accnſed 
of allowing of any unjuſt encroachments upon the 
* crown, had, by the advice of that miniſter, agreed 


© to its being brought into Parliament: And if it 
© had been brought in at that time, which was, I 


do not know how, prevented, not only the mini- 
© ſters of the crown were ready to have ſupported it, 
but the King himſelf was ready to have given it 
< the royal aſſent, as ſoon as preſented to him for 
that purpoſe. This, my Lords, I know to be 
true, and therefore, I am the more ſurpriſed to 
© hear the offering of ſuch a bill now repreſented as 
6 — attack upon the prerogative, an affront to the 
: | 

King. | 


Ve 


ly ſolicited, in execution, nor was there a man 
Y © raiſed upon that foot. In ſhort, my Lords, the re- 
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* We all know, my Lords, that there is nothing 
« propoſed to be done by this bill, but what has been 
done in every country, where there are any remains 
* of liberty left. In Holland, no officer was, I be- 
{ lieve, ever removed but by a court martial; I do 
not remember that ever any was, nor do I know 
' any other way, by which an officer can be broke 
* or removed in that country. In Sweden, as ſoon 
das they recovered their liberties, by the death of 
their late heroic King, they eſtabliſhed this rule 
among them, that no officer ſhould be removed or 
broke, but by a court martial, or by the King with 
the conſent of the ſenate. And in Poland, their 
late King having made ſtrong and repeated remon- 
* ſtrances to the ſtates of that kingdom, to have a 
body of 1 75 troops raiſed, and kept up, the 
ſtates at laſt conſented to it; But how did they 
© conſent ? They agreed indeed to the raiſing of the 
troops aſked for, but with this regulation, that all 
* the officers ſhould have their commiſſions for life, 
* which was a wiſe and a neceſſary regulation; but 
* whatever deſigns or views the court of Poland had 
in aſking for thoſe troops, they found, that the 
* raiſing of them, and keeping them up under that 
regulation, would fo little anſwer the ends they 
thereby had propoſed to themſelves, that they 
© never put the ordinance. which they had fo ſtrong- 


* gulation intended by this bill, is a regulation that 
W been thought neceſlary in all free countries; 
in this, I think it is abſolutely neceſſary for the 
preſervation of our conſtitution; I can ſee no 
© reaſonable objection that can be made to it, and 
therefore I ſhall ſtill be for a ſecond reading. 


After his 2 the Lord Yilloughby, and the 
Farl of Abingdon, ſpoke both in favour of the bill, 
and then the queſtion was put, which upon a diviſion, 


* was 
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was carried in the negative: There were of Lords 
preſent, 49 Contents to 78 Not Contents; and of 
proxtes, there were 13 Contents, and 22 Not Con- 
tents; in all 62 Contents, and 100 Not Contents; 
ſo that it was carried againſt the ſecond reading by 
a majority of 38. Immediately after the carrying 


this queſtion, 


karl of S- The Earl of Scarborough ſtood up, and. ſpoke as 


= 


follows, viz. Before this queſtion was put, I had 
not, my Lords, an opportunity to give my ſenti- 
ments upon it, though I had fully conſidered it; 
* and I had the more fully conſidered it, becauſe I 
thought, that both my own honour, and the hap- 
pineſs of my country, were deeply concerned in 
* the-queſtion : However, I ſhall now take an op- 
* portunity to declare, that I never gave my nega- 
tive to any queſtion in this houſe more heartily, or 
* with greater conviction, than I did to the ſecond 
reading of this bill; which really, in my opinion, 
s one of the moſt extraordinary bills that was ever 
brought before this houſe, and therefore I muſt 
© think, that it deſerves ſomething more, than the 
putting of a bare negative upon its being read à 
* ſecond time. 

© It has often been endeavoured, by many Lords 
in this houſe, to ſet a regular ſtanding army in the 


* moſt terrible light; and great art has formerly 


* been uſed to ſhew the dangerous conſequences of 
* ſuch an army; but in all the debates that have hap- 
* pened in this houſe, upon that head, there never 
* were any ſuch fatal conſequences pretended, as I 
© ſhould have dreaded from a ſtanding army, under 
« the regulations preſcribed in this bill, had it paſſed 
* intoa law. While our army continues in the ſtate 
it is in at preſent, while it depends upon the Par- 
© lament for its very exiſtence, and while the offi- 


* cers depend upon the King for the continuing of 


them in their reſpe&ive commands, I ſhall ot 
| have 
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have any fears about the conſequences which ma 
from thence enſue ; but if this bill had paſſed into 
-a law, our army had been made independent both 
; W* of King and Parliament. The officers would then 
y W* have depended upon no power but their own ; 
; they would ſoon have begun to think, that they 
had a legal right to their commiſſions, and conſe- 
* quently to their pay; and if both King and Par- 


as liament had joined in opinion, for reducing any 
id number of them, they would have looked on it as 
i- MW an injury done them, and would have been apt to 
t have joined all together to prevent the effect of any 


' ſuch reſolution ; and if they had, I would be glad 
p- to know, how the reſolutions of King and Parlia- 
in ment could have been made effectual againſt them; 
p. whereas, while they remain in the dependent ſtate 
ga- they are in at preſent, they know they have no 
or W' longer any right, either to their commiſſions or to 
d their pay, than it ſhall pleaſe his Majeſty to conti- 
on, nue them in their command, and therefore they 
ver W' readily ſubmit, whenever his Majeſty finds it pro- 
per to reduce any number of them. 

the MW This, my Lords, would have been the conſe- 
da quence as to the public; but then as to private 
perſons, the moſt terrible oppreſſions might have 
enſued, from making the officers ſubject to no 
the W power but their own. The officers of the army, 
erly like all other ſets of men are apt to favour one 
s of W another; they are likewiſe apt to favour the com- 
hap- ¶ mon ſoldiers, as being of the ſame body with them- 
ever WW ſelves: We all know, how many little acts of 
oppreſſion may be committed by the officers and 
nder ſoldiers, in their reſpective quarters, and otherwiſe, 
afled W which cannot come under the cogniſance of the 
ſtate W common law. If, in ſuch caſes, the officer ſhould 
Par- ¶ be guilty of oppreſſions, or ſhould connive at the 
offi- irregularities committed by the ſoldiers under his 
ag ot command, we may eafily judge what would be the 
never conſequence, if the offender conld not be any way 
haveW Vol. XI. H h pu- 
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© puniſhed, but by a trial and ſentence of his brother 
© officers in a court martial, who might probably be 
* all guilty of the ſame crimes and irregularities: 
* Andif, in ſuch caſes, the officers had nothing to 
fear, either from King or Parliament, we may moſt 
* certainly conclude, that our gular army would 


K 


AS wa , we 
qo re = f/©9y 


+ 


* ſoon become intolerably irregular, and would be- 
come a moſt inſupportable n to the people, Wl « } 
in all parts of the country thro' which they ſhould f 
happen to march, or where they ſhould happen to W « 4 
© be poſted. ( 
* This, I find, my Lords, was an inconvenience WY « 

* which the projectors of this bill were aware of, . 
* and therefore they have pretended to contrive a re- h 
* medy for this evil, by leaving officers liable to be b 
© broke, or removed by his Majeſty, upon an ad- 
* dreſs from either houſe of Parliament; but I am 
© afraid, that this remedy would have been ſoon M* « 
found to be altogether ineffectual. The principal « {3 
* reaſon aſſigned for bringing in this bill, was, be- th 
* cauſe the officers of the army are now become nu- ; 
* merous in both houſes of Parliament, and may th 
© ſoon become more numerous, ſo as at laſt to be 
* able to bear too great a ſway in both houſes. If. 1, 
© this be the caſe, as they are ſituated at preſent, M« 5 
* would not we have much more to fear from their m 
numbers and ſway in Parliament, if they had 2 
© ſort of freehold in their commiſſions ; which they 
* wouldhave had, if this bill had paſſed into a law? 
Would not the holding of their commiſſions for 


* life have made every one of them more conſidet fie 
* able in the country than they can poſſibly be, ii ſtr 
the precarious condition they are in at preſent?M* ha 
* And if you had added to their weight and intereli}W: to 
in the country, would not you of courſe have in th. 
* creaſed their numbers and their ſway in both ho ki 
* ſesof Parliament? This, my Lords, I look upon v7 
* as a moſt certain conſequence; and are we not rea to 


* ſonably to ſuppoſe, that all the officers in bo 
| © Te © houles 
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* houſes of Parliament would have joined, not only 
in voting, but in making all the intereſt they could 
* againſt any motion for ſuch an addreſs ? This 
would certainly have been the caſe ; and if this bill 


* had paſled into a law, I am convinced, the offi- 


* cers of the army would ſoon have got ſuch an in- 
* tereſt 1n both houſes of Parliament, that it would 
* have been impoſſible to have procured an addreſs 
from either houſe, for the removal of any one of 
them. The officers who had ſeats in Parliament, 
would, upon any ſuch motion, naturally have told 
you, why this extraordinary remedy? If the man 
is guilty, ſend him to us; we'll try him, and break 
him by the ſentence of a court martial; and if he 
be not guilty, he ought not to be broke; he ought 
not to be oppreſſed by a vote of either houſe of 
Parliament. 

At preſent, my Lords, if any of the officers of 
the army commit any act of oppreſſion, or allow 
* the ſoldiers under their command to commit any 
irregularities upon the poor people among whom 
* they are quartered; the honeſt country man has a 
* ready redreſs; he repreſents his caſe to his land- 
lord, and his landlord, either by himſelf, or by 
* ſome gentleman of his acquaintance, gets the poor 
man's caſe laid before the ſecretary at war, who 
' repreſents it to the King; and if an officer ſhovld 
be often found guilty of ſuch little treſpaſſes, to 
be ſure his Majeſty would caſhier him, which cer- 
' tainly is a check upon the behaviour of thoſe of- 
* ficers, whoſe inclinations may, perhaps, be very 
' ſtrong towards acts of oppreſſion : But if this bill 
had paſſed, where ſhould the poor man have gone 
* to complain? If he had got his caſe repreſented to 
the ſecretary at war, and, by that means, to the 
King, what could his Majeſty have done? He 
would have had no power to rectify the abuſe, or 
to puniſh the offender : And if the officer had been 


brought before a court martial, they could not 
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have inquired into the general courſe of his beha- 

* viourz they could have inquired only into that 

particular fact, which they would not probably 

have found to be of weight enough to have broke 
© a brother officer; and even as to that particular 
fact, it might have happened, that the court mar- 
tial was compoſed cf officers who were moſt of 

* them guilty of, and liable to be proſecuted for, 

the ſame ſort of crime; I believe it will nat be 

gſuppoled, that the poor injured man would have 

met with much redreſs from that court martial; 
who would have been loath to have encouraged 
ſuch complaints, by giving a proper redreſs to the 

perſon complaming. This might have been the 6 

caſe as tocourts martial, and how difficult it would WI « 

have been for a poor country man, perhaps, in ſome Il « £ 

remote part of the iſland, or indeed for any man, h 

to have obtained redreſs, by a complaint in Parlia- W « 

ment, I have already ſhewn. 

Whether this difficulty of obtaining redreſs, a- g 
gainſt an oppreſſive and unruly officer, would not 
have encouraged great licentiouſneſs in the army, 
I leave to every one of your Lordſhips to judge. | 

Even with all the power which the crown now has WW qu. 
over the officers and the ſoldiers, it 1s a difficult boy 
matter to prevent their being ſometimes a little 
troubleſome in their quarters, or to keep up that 
regular and exact diſcipline which ought to be pre- 
ſerved in an army; but if this bill had paſled into 
a law, it would have been impoſſible to have pre- 
vented the one, or to have enforced the other: 
Nay, I do not fee, my Lords, how it would have 
been poſſible for the colonel of a regiment to have I. 
commanded that ſubmiſſion and reſpe& which is 
due to him, by the officers of his own regiment: I ſe 
All inferior officers would have become fo inde- © bl 
pendent of their ſuperiors in command, that it va 
would have been impoſſible to keep them to a © m. 
ſtrict obſervance of their duty: Every little fault, bu 

I every pu 
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© every little negle& of duty, could not have been 
* brought before a court martial, and if it had, the 
* officers would have been loath to have broke a 
* brother officer for one little failing, of which they, 
gor moſt of them, perhaps, had been guilty, 
* Whereas, while the power of removing remains 
in the crown, the whole tenor of an officer's be- 
* haviour may be conſidered; and if, upon the 
* whole, it appears to be bad, and without any, 
hopes of amendment, his Majeſty may, and cer- 
* tainly would, remove him from his poſt in the 
army. N 

* In ſhort, my Lords, the evil conſequences of 
* this bill are ſo numerous, that I hope your Lord- 
* ſhips will endeavour to prevent any ſuch bill's 
* being brought in for the future, and therefore I 
* ſhall move, that it may be rejected. 


Upon which motion, the queſtion was immedi- 
ately put, and was carried in the affirmative, with» 
out a diviſion, 

On occaſion of putting a negative on the former 
queſtion, the following proteſt was entered. 

The queſtion being put upon the firſt motion, 

It was reſolved in the negative. 


Contents 49 85 

Proxies 13 

Not Contents 78 

Proxies 22 * 
Diſſentient. 


1. JD Ecauſe the exigence of affairs in times paſt, or rroteſt on 
complaiſance of former Parliaments, have, for ce 

ſeveral years, occaſioned the keeping up a conſidera» vill- 

ble body of land forces in this kingdom; and, as 

various events may happen, to oblige future Parlia- 

ments to purſue the ſame meafures, which. nothing 

but the utmoſt neceſſity can juſtify, they being re- 

pugnant to the nature of our conſtitution, and dan- 
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gerous to the liberties of a free people; and, as the 
whole diſpoſition of the ſaid forces 1s abſolutely in 
the crown, we cannot but think it highly reaſona- 
ble, that when ſo great an increaſe of power and 
influence, which was formerly occaſional and rare, 
comes to be annually veſted, and conſtantly exerciſed 
by the crown, that ſome ſuch limitations, as are pro- 
poſed by this bill, are not only proper, but neceſſa- the 
ry. And we are confirmed in that opinion, by the I /*"! 
doErine ſo often and ſo ſtrongly laid down in this N W 
houſe, that the greateſt danger to this nation, from ho 
a ſtanding military force, muſt ariſe from the abuſe ¶ be 
of the power which now ſubſiſts, of caſhiering off. 

cers, without any crime proved or alledged, and of | 
garbling the army at pleaſure. And we heartily wiſh, Wl !*? 
that nothing had ſince happened to put us in mind of jul 
that doctrine. be 


2. Becauſe the employing or removing of all ge. thi 
neral officers would have been left- in the crown, if Ml of 
this bill had paſſed into a law; for the enacting ba 
clauſes were only to this purpoſe, That no colonel, W 
or other officer of inferior degree, having his com- 21 
million from the crown, ſhall be caſhiered or remo- ce. 
ved (other than to a higher poſt) or diſcharged from MW © 
his commiſſion, or be deprived of the pay belonging MW 
to the ſame, in any other manner than by a court I nu 
martial, to be appointed by a commiſhon under his e. 
Majeſty's ſign manual to any officer not under the I bo 
degree of a field officer; at the ſame time there is W 
no proviſion in the bill, that nothing ſhall extend to 
prevent his Majeſty, or his ſucceſſors, from disband- 
ing, breaking, or reducing all, or any of the regi- I. 
ments, troops or companies now in being, or which I '* 
ſnall, or may be raiſed hereafter, And it is farther of 
provided, That his Majeſty and his ſucceſſors may I m 


remove any officer, upon an addreſs of either houſe be 
of Parliament. We conceive, therefore, that as theſe he 
poſts would {till have remained, upon all vacancies, £ ® 
| | in 
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in the ſole diſpoſal of his Majeſty, and that the per- 
ſons now poſſeſſing them are liable to be removed for 
any breach or neglect of duty, by a court martial, 
or by addreſs of either houſe of Parliament, the pre- 
rogative of the crown would be no other ways a- 
bridged or altered, than it has been on many other 
occaſions, particularly in that inſtance, of making 
the Judges to hold their places Quamdiu ſe bene geſ- 
ſcrint, which were formerly during pleaſure only: 
Which alteration has been always approved, and we 
hope will, in no time to come, ever be attempted to 
be repealed. 


3. Becauſe the practice of all the nations in Eu- 
ropz, even where the government is moſt arbitrary, 
juſtifies the intention of this bill, for no inſtance can 
be produced in any other kingdom or ſtate (as we 
believe) where officers are caſhiered or deprived of 
their commiſſions, otherwiſe than by the judgment 
of a court martial; how much ſtronger reaſons then 
have we of this nation to eſtabliſh ſuch a rule, ſince 
our officers are many of them 1n a capacity of having 
a ſhare in the legiſlature, where it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the preſervation of the conſtitution, that 
every member ſhould be free and independent; and 
more particularly at this time, when we find the 
number of officers having ſeats inParliament, far grea- 
ter than ever it was, even in time of war, when a- 
bove three times the number of the preſent troops 
were kept on foot? 


4. Although it was objected in the debate, 
That in time of danger, upon ſuſpicion of traite- 
rous practices, it might be neceſſary to remove an 
officer from his poſt, though the informations 
might not be ready to be produced, or proper to 
be laid before a court martial; and yet by ſuch of- 
ficers range, be their poſts, great miſchiefs 
might accrue to his Majeſty and the public : We 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1734, 


apprehend, that objection received a full anſwer, 
That, in ſuch a caſe, an officer might be immediately 
put under arreſt, or ſent to ſome other poſt, where he 
could not be ſo dangerous : And we conceive, ſuch 
a method of proceeding will always be thought moſt 
proper, when the crime is only ſuſpected, but not 
capable of legal proof ; for it muſt be allowed, as 


it would be unreaſonable, to let a man continue 
in power, who is juſily under ſuſpicion ; that part 
of the prerogative, which will always be eſteem- 
ed the brighteſt jewel of the crown, the power 
of conferring grace and favour, would have remain- 
ed intire, had this bill paſſed into a law; only the (1 
diſagreeable part of inflicting puniſhments, was de- Ka. 
ſigned to be limited, or rather ſecured by this bill, Ma 
from being turned to an ill uſe, by the private whil- 0 
pers of ſome malicious or vindiftive miniſter, who Wl Ma 
may, at any time hereafter, unhappily get poſleſ- W Mu 
ſton of the royal ear. We 


5. Becauſe the time for the new elections draw- 
ing near, we look upon this as the moſt favourable ¶ Car 
opportunity of pafling ſo neceſſary a bill, ſince 
hereafter the very great increaſe, which may pro- 
bably happen, of the number of officers in Parlia- MW ' 
ment, may render the future paſſing of ſuch a bill I ſpe 
totally impracticable: For while the officers of the M* 
army remain in their preſent precarious ſitua- M* 
tion, they may be intimidated by the threats of 
an unſorgiving miniſter, from voting even for a1 
bill of this nature, and chuſe to purchaſe pre- 
ſent ſecurity at the price of their own intereſt, and 
their future independence in Parliament, in which 
the liberty of their country is ſo much concerned. 


dependence, propoſed to be given to the officers of 
the army by this bill, to be neceſſary to * 
1 — "A 


a 
6. Becauſe we conceive the ſinall degree of in- 2 


- W regiments, and what crimes were laid to their 
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their being expoſed to temptations, in which (tho? 
we are ready to do juſtice to the ſentiments of 
honour and virtue in theſe gentlemen) we ſhould 
rather lament than wonder, to find a diſcouraged 
and indigent virtue yield to a criminal, but proſpe- 
rous compliance; eſpecially ſhould we have the 
misfortune, to ſee an 1mperions, all-graſping, powers 
meroſſing miniſter, who may make their political 
ſubmiſſion to his oppreſſive and deſtructive ſchemes 
the only teſt of their merit, and the only tenure of 
their commiſſions. 
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Winchelſea and Oxford and Mort. Gower, 
(Nottngham, Willoughby de Br. Bruce, 
Scarſdale, Clinton, Strafford, 
Warrington, Boyle, Bathurſt, 
Suffolk, Berkſhire, Bedford, 
Marlborough, Maſham, : Bolton, 
Marchmont, Denbigh, Cobham, 
Wiymouth, Litchfield, Tadcaſter, 
Tuerdale, Craven, Bridgewater, 
lbeſterfield, Montroſe, Cardigan, 
larteret, Aer, Gryffin, 
Foley. 


Then the Lord Carteret ſtood up, and after a ſhort worion for 
ſpeech, moved, That an humble addreſs ſhould Paws 
be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be gra- ving re 0- 
ciouſly pleaſed to acquaint the houſe, who adviſed 
his Majeſty to remove the Duke of Bolton, and 


the Lord Viſcount Cobham, from their reſpective 
charge. 


Whereupon the Earl of [ay ſtood up, and ſpoke ran of r7s 
s follows, viz. * My Lords, the motion Which ch. 
the noble Lord has been pleaſed to make, is, I 
think, a very new, and a very extraordinary mo- 
tion, and it is the more extraordinary, in that his 


Lord- 
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© Lordſhip has been pleaſed to make it juſt after he 
© has ſeen the bill, offered by ſome of his friends, 
rejected by this houſe; for to me it appears 
* plain, that ſince the Lords who offered that bill 
find that this houſe will not agree to the bill 
they were pleaſed to offer, they are reſolved upon 
endeavouring to obtain by motion, the very ſame 
thing, which they had endeavoured to obtain by 
their bill. 

© The deſign of the bill was, to take away from 
the crown the power of removing the officers of 
the army, and to enact, that for the future no off 
cer ſhould be removed but by a court martial, or 
* by an addreſs from either houſe of Parliament, 
* This the houſe has, I think, for very good reaſons 
© refuſed to agree to; and therefore now they pro- 
poſe to us to demand from his Majeſty the reaſon 
* why he has removed two officers from their com- 
* mands in the army. Surely every one of your 
© Lordſhips muſt ſee, that ſuch an addreſs would 
have the very ſame effect; for if ſuch a precedent 
© ſhould once be made, it would ſoon become an 
© uſual cuſtom : If ever his Majeſty, or any of his 
* ſucceſſors, ſhould at any time hereafter think pro- 
per to remove any officer from his command in 
the army, there would immediately be an addreſs 
from one, perhaps from both houſes of Parliament, 
* demanding his Majeſty's reaſons for the removal 
of that officer; and in caſe the reaſons given ſhould 
© appear to Parliament not to be ſufficient, we need 
not doubt but that the firſt addreſs would be fol- 
© lowed by a ſecond, for replacing that officer, which 
the King would be obliged to comply with, or fall 
© out with his Parliament; ſo that neither his Ma- 


. 0 
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_ © jeſty, nor any of his ſucceſſors, would ever venture 


© to remove an officer from his command in the 
* army, but by the ſentence of a court martial, or 
in purſuance of an addreſs previouſly obtained 
+ from Parliament for that purpoſe. 


I Thus 
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Thus, my Lords, it is plain, that the addreſs 
© now moved for, would make ſuch a precedent, as 
would have the ſame effect with the bill which 
your Lordſhips have juſt now been pleaſcd to re- 
© jet, Nay, it is certain, that the precedent would 
' have a more extenſive effect, and worſe conſe- 
' quences, than the bill could have had; becauſe the 
* hill was confined, it went no higher than colonels 
* of regiments, but the precedent introduced by the 
* addreſs now moved for, would be unconfined, it 
would extend to generals, it would even extend 
to the general in chief; and therefore it muſt be 
agreed, that all thoſe arguments, which moſt juſt- 
ly weighed ſo much with your Lordſhips, as to 
make you reject the bill, muſt militate more 
' ſtrongly againſt the addreſs now propoſed. Thoſe 
' arguments have been already to clearly and fo 
fully ſtated, that I am ſure I neither need to repeat, 
nor can I add to them, but ſhall only ſay, that as 
' I was againſt the bill, ſo I ſhall ikewiſe be againſt 
* the addreſs; and I cannot but believe, that every 
Lord in this houſe who joined with me in opinion 
* upon the former queſtion, will do me the honour 
to join me likewiſe in this. 


Lord Bathurſt. As to the particular caſe now 10rd B. 
* before us, if it be ſomething new, it is not at all . 


to be wondered at; becauſe it is but lately that we 
chave had any ſuch thing as a ſtanding army, and, 
even ſince we have had a ſtanding army, it has been 
but very ſeldom that any gentleman has been re- 
moved from his command in the army, without 
ſo much as a pretence for ſo doing, which is the 
caſe now before us; there was not, I believe, ſo 
* much as a pretence for the removals which have 
given occaſion for this motion; there was, at leaſt, 
no juſt pretence that the public have ever yet heard 
* of, But as to the caſe in general, my Lords, it is 
| | * neither 
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© neither new nor extraordinary; for it is well 
* known, that this houſe has often addreſſed the 
* King to know, who were his adviſers as to ſome 
particular ſtep that has been taken: This is what 
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appears often upon the journals of your Lordſhip v9! 
houſe, and it is one of the chief ends of our ſitting hol 
here: We are his Majeſty's great council, and 
his Majeſty, or any of his ſucceſſors ſhould ever, 
by wicked counſellors, be prevailed on to do whit 
1s publicly and generally complained of, we are 
obliged, both in honour and duty, to inquire into 
the affair, and to addreſs his Majeſty to lay before 
us the reaſons for his ſo doing, and to inform us 
who it was that adviſed him to take ſuch meaſures; 
that ſo the meaſures, if right, may be juſtified, 
and, if wrong, that the indignation of the people 
may be removed from the throne, that their re- 
ſentment may fall, as it ought, upon thoſe that 
adviſed ſuch meaſures, and that the evil counſel- 


* reje& that bill, muſt now prevail with you to re- 
[5 


eck 


lors may meet with that puniſhment which they of 
© deſerve. This, my Lords, is really the caſe now | as 
© before us, a meaſure has been taken which has lot 
* raiſed a general clamour, and we are the more ly 
concerned in it, becauſe the two officers who have Na 
© been removed are both members of this houſe. I b) 
make no doubt but that very ſufficient reaſons fl 
© have been ſhewn to his Majeſty for removing cf 
them; but I have ſo good an opinion of the two 1! 
noble Lords, that I am convinced, the reaſons [ 
* which have been ſhewn to his Majeſty for their], 1 
removal, are falſe, and were grounded only upon bi 
* miſrepreſentations. tl 
* *Tis true, my Lords, I was one of thoſe Loris n 
* who voted for the bill, which your Lordſhips have. 6 
© been pleaſed to reject. I muſt ſay, that I have 2 t 
yet heard nothing that can make me alter my op, 
nion, and ſince it has been ſaid, that the ſame ar- t 
* guments which prevailed with your Lordſhips to. © 
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ject this motion, I ſhall beg leave to take ſome 
notice of thoſe arguments. I was, indeed, a little 
' ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, that by the bill, the ofi- 
' cers of the army were to acquire a ſort of freehold 
ein their commiſſions. I beheve your Lordſhips 
' would not agree to take any particular man's free- 
hold from him, even by an act of Parliament, 
without giving him an equivalent; but notwith- 
ſtanding any proviſion in the bill, an officer was 
to remain liable to have his commiſſion taken 
' from him by an addreſs only, without any cauſe 
' aligned, or equivalent given; nay, by breaking or 
' reducing the regiment, all the officers of the regi- 
ment might have been turned out of their com- 
* mands by his Majeſty's ſingle authority; which 
© ſhews, that though the bill had paſſed, it would 
' have given them no manner of freehold in their 
commiſſions: It would, in reality, have given the 
* officers no farther right to their commiſſions than 
they have at preſent ; for it is certain, that every 
' officer has now a right to his commiſſion, as long 
das he behaves well, and the corps to which he be- 
* longs is kept intire ; no officer ought, or can juſt- 
ly, be turned out of his bread, as long as he be- 
* haves well; and ail that was propoſed to be done 
by the bill, was, to ſubject the behaviour of an of- 
* ficer to the judgment of a court martial, or a houſe 
' of Parliament, inſtead of leaving it ſubject to the 
judgment of miniſters of ſtate or court-favourites : 
© The officers therefore, if the bill had paſſed into a 
law, could not have imagined, that they had any 
better right to their commiſſions or their pay, than 
they now have; and conſequently, there could 
never have been any more danger or diſficulty in 
' reducing the whole, or any part of the agny, than 
there is at preſent. | 

But, my Lords, ſuppoſing that the officers of 
the army were to be rendered, as to the holding 
of their commiſſions, intirely independent * of 
* Kivg 
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King and Parliament, ſurely if any danger wer it he 
to be apprehended from them, in ſuch a ſtate, in care 
© caſe they ſhould unite againſt King and Parlia. Kin 
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ment, under a general of their own chuſing, the 
Parliament, and conſequently the people, have real 
much more to fear from them, in their preſent tho 
ſtate, in caſe ſome future King ſhould think pro- ing 
er to make uſe of them for the deſtruction of Par- are 
iaments, and for overturning the liberties and 
rivileges of the people; for certainly it would 
be much more eaſy for the army to unite together 
under the King, who is their chief general by lay, 
than under any one of their own chuſing, which 
very choice would be a flying in the face of the 
law; and this union would certainly be the more 
eaſily effected, by the King's having the power he 
has at preſent, of turning out and putting in whom- 
ſoever he pleaſes: The noble Lords who oppoſe 
this motion, may talk of the dependence of the 
army upon Parliament ; but if the caſe be examin- 
ed ſtrictly, it will appear, that the army has real - te 
ly no dependence upon Parliament: The King MI ſh 
indeed depends upon Parliament, for a legal power . % 
of keeping up a ſtanding army in time of peace, WM © 
and for enabling him to pay them and diſcipline WM a 
them according to law; but if in any future time M* 
the Parliament ſhould think it neceſſary to reduce f 
a part of the army, and of conſequence make no MW * 
proviſion for their pay, the reſolution of Parlia- M* t 
ment could not break any one regiment, or any r 
part of any one regiment, in the kingdom; the 
officers might all legally continue in their reſpec- 
tive commands, and if the King then upon the 
throne ſhould not think fit to break any of them, 
they might, indeed, then very probably think, 
that they had a good right to their pay as long as 
they continued in commiſſion; and if they could 
not get it by law, they might probably join with 
the King in railing it contrary to law, 3 
R C 1 
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{if he, foreſeeing what would happen, had taken 
i care to model them for that purpoſe, which any 
King might ſoon do, while the army continues up- 
eon the footing it is on at preſent z and for this 
' reaſon, my Lords, I muſt be of opinion, that all 
thoſe arguments, which have been uſed for ſhew- 
ing us the danger of making an army independent, 
dare ſo many arguments for ſhewing the danger of 
our army's being intirely dependent upon one 
© branch only of our legiſlature, and confequently 
are good arguments for the bill, which was deſigu- 
' ed to make the army not intirely dependent upon 
any one, but upon all the three branches of our 
the MI |cg1)ature. 

dre As to the ſubmiſhon, and obedience of inferior 
he M* officers to their ſuperiors, it is, my Lords, fo 
m-M* firongly inforced by the martial law, and it is fo 
oſe much the intereſt of every officer to ſee it punctu- 
he ally obſerved, that no court martial could, or 
in- would incline, either to avoid or defer giving ſen- 
al-WM* tence, wherever any the leaſt crime of that nature 
ing ſhould appear; and as to all forts of neglect of 
rer duty, we know, that it is generally the other offi- 
ce, M* cers of the corps that ſuffer moſt by ſuch neglect, 
ne and therefore we may depend on it, that they 
ne would always take care to ſee the laws of war duly 


ice put in execution, againſt all ſuch negligent per- 
no fons ; and in this we may believe they would be 
iz- the more exact, the leſs dependent they were upon 


ny miniſters of ſtate, or court- favourites; for it 1s well 
he WM *© known in the army, that thoſe who are molt fre- 
ec- M* quently guilty of ſuch crimes, and meet with moſt 
he WM © indulgence, are thoſe who are the relations or the 
m, favourites of miniſters of ſtate, or ſuch other per- 
ik, M ſons who are ſuppoſed to have great inter at 


2s court; and therefore I think I have good reaſon to 
id preſume, that if this bill had paſſed into a law, it 
ith WM © would have greatly conduced to the obſervance 94 
ly | the 
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he eaſily have acceſs to ſome of the Lords of this 
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* the moſt exact military diſcipline among all de 
« grees of men in the army. 
© Tam ſurpriſed, my Lords, to hear it pretended, 
© that the making of the officers of the army, in ſonef 
* ſmall meaſure only, independent of a Secretary at 
© war, or other miniſter of ſtate, would tend to 
© wards the making court martials connive at thi 
© oppreſſions or abuſes that might be committed 
either by officers or ſoldiers, in the places where 
© they were quartered, or in the places thro which 
they happened to march; I am ſure there is no 
ground that I know of for ſuch a pretence; and 
as I never yet heard that any officer was ſo much 
das ſuſpended by the Secretary at war for ſuch 
practices, I muſt think, that it is the fear of pu- 
* niſhment from a court martial, that has hitherto 
kept both officers and ſoldiers pretty much withi 
© bounds, in that reſpe&. It is certain, that there 
is not the leaſt crime of this nature, but what may 
be brought before a court martial, and may b 
< puniſhed by them: In ſuch caſes, a court martial 
as well as the ſecretary at war, may conſider the 
© general character of the offender, and may propor. 
tion the puniſhraent according to it; and I do not 


doubt, but that they would break any officer in ha 
the army, if, upon inquiry, it ſhould be found, WM be 
that he had often been guilty of oppreſſing the poor ſe 
country people upon whom he was quartered, or WM m 
had been guilty of but one very heinous crime of ar 
that nature. But if any poor country inn-keeper f h. 
or victualler ſhould be refuſed a proper redreſs, by be 


© means of a trial before a court martial, could not 


© houſe, or to ſome of the members of the other, de 


who could repreſent his caſe to Parliament, where n 


he certainly would meet with a proper redreſs, not b 
© only againſt the firſt offender, but even againſt t 


the officers of the court martial, who had refuſed 


him juſtice, in the ordinary way: Whereas, _ 1 
Lor 
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Lord of this houſe, or any member of the other, 
t ſhould now make any ſuch complaint, he would, 
probably, be told, that his complaint was irregu- 
lar; it ought firſt to have been made to the ſecre- 
' tary at war. 

gut, my Lords, we have been told, that if 
i every officer of the army was to have his commiſ- 
ſion Duam diu ſe bene geſſerit, their intereſt in the 
© country, and their numbers in Parliament, would 
be greater than it is at preſent, and conſequently 
that they would have fo much influence in Parlia- 
ment, as to prevent the obtaining of an addreſs 
from either 1 againſt any of the officers of 
the army. My Lords, that their natural intereſt 
in the country would be greater, and deſervedly 
greater, I do not doubt but that their numbers, 
vor their influence in Parliament, would be greater, 
'Ivery much queſtion ; for if they were to expect 
no private advantages by their being in Parlia- 
ment, they would not, I believe, be ſo very fond 
' of being members of either houſe ; and if they 
' had no dependence upon the conrt, with reſpect 
to elections, they would be upon the ſame foot- 
eing with other gentlemen 3 whereas, while they 
inf have an intire dependence upon the court, it is to 


nd, be feared, that in every place, where an officer 
oor {ets up as a candidate againſt a country gentle- 
„or man, the officer will be ſupported by the court, 
e oli and the additional intereſt an officer muſt have, by 


his being ſupported by the court, will generally 
de greater than any additional intereſt he could 


not WF acquire by his having his commithon quam diu ſe 
this bene geſſerit And thus I think it muſt appear evi- 
ner, dent, that if the bill had paſſed into a law, the 
jere number of officers in Parliament would not have 
not WF been ſo great, as it may probably be, if they con- 
inſt WF tinue upon the footing they are on at preſent. 


any vor. XI. Ii : No, 
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© Now as to their influence in Parliament, is it 
to be ſuppoſed, that any ſet of men can ever unite 
ſo generally, or ſo firmly, in any caſe, eſpecially 
ſuch a diſhonourable caſe, as that of ſcreening 2 
guilty perſon ? Is it, J ſay, to be ſuppoſed, that 
they will unite ſo firmly when there is no band of 


union among them, but that of their being of the 


ſame profeſlion, as they may be ſuppoſed to do, 
when there 1s not only that band of union amorg 
them, but this farther band, of every man's com- 


mithon depending upon his uniting with the reſt 


under a miniſterial leader? This is the influence, 


my Lords, that we are to be afraid of: It is not 


the influence of the officers only, even ſuppoſing 
them to join together; but it is when their inffu- 
ence in Parliament is not only directed by the 
crown, but added to all the other influences, which 
the crown may have, and muſt at all times have, 
in Parliament. It is by this union of influences 
that our conſtitution may be overturned; and this 
is the danger which by this bill was propoſed in 


Part, at leaſt, to be obviated. 


It is well known, that a dependence upon the 
crown, is a dependence upon the miniſter, and if 
ever ſuch a dependence ſhould come to be abſolute, 
it is to be feared, that the military ſword may 


come to move always according to the directions 


of the miniſterial ſword, that hangs over it; aud 
that the votes of thoſe officers, who may hereatter 
happen to be members of either houſe of Parlia- 
ment, may be generally directed by the miniſter, 
upon whom their commiſſions depend. It is to be 
feared, my Lords, that preferment or diſgrace in 
the army, may come to depend, not upon military 
virtues, or military crimes, but upon obedience 
diſobedience to the moſt unjuſt commands of 1 


© prime. miniſter :. This is what, I think, onght to 
« be prevented, if poſſible. I will admit, nay, ! 


* defire, that the paths of preferment may be made 


« like 
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is it like the paths of virtue: Let them be rough and 
nite M © rugged, but, for God's ſake, my Lords, do not let 
ally © us allow them to be miry and dirty. 
g 2 There is, my Lords, a very great difference be- 
that M © tween the motion now before us, and the bill which 
dof WM © your Lordſhips have been pleaſed to reject: By 
the Ml © the addreſs moved for, it cannot ſo much as be 
do, MI © pretended, that there is any attack made upon the 
ore WM © prerogative of the crown, or that the power of the 
om-M © King over the army 1s to be any way touched; 
reſt © nor can it juſtly be ſaid, that this would lay a pre- 
nce, M *© cedent for addreſſing the King upon every occa- 
not MW * ſion, when his Majeſty, or any of his ſucceſſors, 
ling MW © ſhould think proper to remove an officer; there 
flu- © can never be a precedent pretended from the ad- 
the © dreſs now propoſed, but when ſuch removes may 
ich © occaſion a general diſcontent and murmuring in the 
ave, nation, and in ſuch caſe, I hope your Lordſhips 
nces Ml will all grant, that ſuch a precedent would be of 
this © great uſe ; and that it is the duty of this houſe to 
| mW © addreſs upon all ſuch occaſions ; for in ſuch caſes 
* it will always be of great ſervice to the King, be- 
the © cauſe it will afford him an opportunity of ſatisfy- 
(i © ing the public, that what he did was right, or of 
ute, doing juſtice to thoſe who had ſuffered by calum- 
nay MW © nies and miſrepreſentations ; and therefore, I make 
ions no doubt, but that many of thoſe Lords, who vo- 
aud ted againſt the bill, will join with me in voting 
iter for this addreſs.” 


ſter, The Earl of Cholmondeley, among other things, he val of 
obe * ſpoke to the following effect, viz. * I cannot, my gad. 
e mM Lords, believe, that the complaints againſt the re- 

tay * moving of the two noble Lords mentioned in the 

ceo il © motion now before you, are ſo great, or ſo general, 

of 2 © as ſome Lords have been pleaſed to repreſent ; for 

it toll in all the companies that I have ever been in ſince 

* theſe two noble Lords were removed, I have not 

nade Fo Ii 2 heard 
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© heard ſo much as one complaint againſt it; and ag 
* the generality of thoſe complaints, is the principal 

reaſon given for agreeing to the addreſs propoſed 
I] muſt therefore be of opinion, that there is ng 
occaſion for any ſuch addreſs, 


The Earl of Abingdon ſtood up next, and, among 
other things, ſpoke thus: My Lords, a very good, 
and a particular reaſon may be given, why the no- 
ble Lord, who ſpoke laſt, has heard no complaint 
made againſt the removal of the two noble Lords, 
mentioned in the motion for this addreſs. It would 
not perhaps be very polite, it would not even he 
good manners, in his Lordſhip's company to find 
fault with the removal of thoſe two noble Lords, 
or with any other meaſure that has lately been 
taken; but if every Lord in this houſe, who has 
heard a complaint made againſt that meaſure in 
particular, ſhall give his vote for the addreſs pro- 
poſed, I believe it is no difficult matter to deter- 
mine, what will be the fate of the queſtion.” 


The Duke of Argyle. © I did not before, my 
Lords, give the houſe any trouble, or offer to give 
my reaſons againſt the bill, becauſe, as I thought it 
a very new thing, and a very extraordinary one 
too, I thought, that the Lords, who appeared to 
be for it, ought to have given their reaſons for be. 
ing fo, before it could be expected, that any Lord 
ſhould give his reaſons for being againſt it; for it 
is known to have been always the cuſtom of this 
houſe, that, when any thing new is propoſed or 
offered, the Lords who are for it, give their rea- 
ſons, and all that the other Lords have to do, 15 
to ſhew, that thoſe reaſons are not ſufficient for pre- 
vailing with the houſe to agree to what is propoſed. 
In the preſent caſe, I did indeed hear a very hand- 
* ſome ſpeech made in favour of the bill 1 

| 0 
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to us; a great many pretty things were indeed ſaid 
ein its favour, but in all that was ſaid, I could not 
© obſerve any real argument, or any reaſon offered 
for inducing us to make ſuch an alteration in our 
1 as was propoſed to be made by that 
pill. 

* I hope, my Lords, there are no gentlemen in 
the army, that ever were, or ever can be prevailed 
gon, either to act or ſpeak contrary to their con- 
' ſcience, by the fears of being turned out of their 
commiſſions; I hope there never will be any ſuch 
in our army; but if there are now, or ever ſhall 
be, any ſuch abandoned men in our army, I am 
ſure there was nothing propoſed by the bill, that 
could have had any effect as to ſuch men; for it 
is well known, I believe every one of your Lord- 
* ſhips is ſenſible, that, with all thoſe men, who are 
ready to ſacrifice their honour and their conſcience 
to their private intereſt, the hopes of preferment, 
the hopes of a more lucrative poſt or employment, 
will always be as prevailing an argument, as the 
fears of loſing what they have. J am perſuaded, 
' there is not a man in the nation, who would facri- 
' fice his honour and conſcience, rather than loſe 
1000 l. a year, which he enjoys, but would do the 
' fame, if he expected thereby to add but one ſingle 
hundred a year to his former revenue; and there- 
fore, in the only caſe, in which it can be ſuppoſed 
that the bill was neceſlary, it is plain it could 
have had no effect. 

* I muſt indeed ſay, that, if I had ſpoke againſt 
' the bill, I ſhould have differed, as to ſome facts, 
from thoſe noble Lords who ſpoke for it. It is 
very true, that there have formerly been removes 
in the army, but it is certain likewiſe, that many 
' of thoſe, who were removed, had no ſeats in Par- 
' liament, and therefore it cannot properly be ſaid, 
that the behaviour of gentlemen in Parliament 

11 3 * was 
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© was ever the cauſe of their being removed from 
* their commands in the army. However, I ſhall 
* ſay no more as to the bill, which, in my opinion, 
© has been juſtly rejected. 

But, my Lords, as to the addreſs propoſed, I 
really think it worſe than the bill itſelf: It is cer- 
* tainly as great an attack upon the prerogative of 
© the crown, as the bill was; for what ſignifies à 
© prerogative, if the King is never to make uſe of it, 
* without being obliged to give an account of his 
* reaſons for ſo doing to either houſe of Parliament, 
© that ſhall pleaſe to call for ſuch an account ? The 
© addreſs, therefore, is as great an attack upon the 
* prerogative, and it is a much more direct attack 
upon his preſent Majeſty's conduct. I am ſurpri- 
© ſed, my Lords, to hear ſuch a noiſe made about 
© the removal of two noble Lords from their com- 
* mands in the army. It is true, there have been 
* two Lords removed, but there has been but one 
© ſoldier removed; and therefore, when Lords are 
© pleaſed to talk of ſoldiers having been turned out 
© of their commiſſions in the army, they ought not 
© to talk in the plural number. Since then his 
< Majeſty has removed but one ſoldier, I can ſee 
© no reaſon for pretending, in ſome manner at leaſt, 
to call him to an account, by deſiring him to lay 
© his reaſons for ſo doing, before either houſe of Par- 
© liament : It is what was never offered to any of his 
removed at a time. There was no ſuch addreſs a 
© this propoſed, in a late reign, when many officers 
* were at once turned out; officers, who were ſo far 
* from having been guilty of any crime, or of an) 
* neglect of duty, that ſome of them were but jul 
returned from victory. It muſt therefore be grant 


© ed, that what is now propoſed, is without prece 


dent in either houſe of Parliament; and for that 
* reaſon, I am againſt agreeing to the motion. 
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The Earl of Angleſey. 
© leaſed to reject ; and I voted for it, becauſe 1 
| — what I thought very ſtrong and very con- 
© vincing arguments offered for it, and not the leaſt 
© ſhew of any argument have I yet heard againſt it. 
© What the noble Duke was pleaſed to take notice 
* of, was a very good argument for offering an 
© amendment to the bill, but it was no argument 
© againſt the bill, and much leſs againſt the ſecond 
* reading of the bill. It is certain, that men are 
© ſometimes guided by their hopes, as well as by 
© their fears; but, ſurely, when the hopes of prefer- 
© ment, and the fears of ſtarving, are put together 
in the ſcale, againſt virtue and — it they 
© will, jointly, weigh more heavily, than either of 
© them would do ſeparately. I cannot allow, that 
© every man, who may be governed and directed, 
in his way of acting and ſpeaking, by the fear of 
© ſtarving, will likewiſe be directed by the hopes of 
© preferment, or the hopes of a more lucrative poſt 
* or employment; for he muſt have a ſmall thare 
«© of virtue, and a very great ſhare of ambition or 
© covetouſneſs, who is directed to act againſt his con- 
© ſcience, by the ſingle hopes of preferment, or the 
© hopes of a more lucrative employment; and it 
© muſt be granted, that thare are many men, who 
© have ſo little ambition or covetouſneſs, that if the 
© are but made ſure of a moderate ſupport for life, 
© the hopes of preferment, or the hopes of adding 
© to their yearly income, will have ſo little effect 
© upon them, that, with even but a {mall ſhare of 
virtue, they may hold out againſt the moſt alluring 
hopes: But it muſt be allowed, that the man, who 
« ſtands his ground againſt the fears of being redu- 
© ced to a ſtarving condition, as well as againſt the 
© hopes of preferment, and adding to his yearly in- 
come, muſt have a very great {hare of virtue; a 
greater ſhare, I am afraid, than moſt men can brag 
& 


I1i4 


— 


* I voted, my Lende 


© for the bill, which your Lordſhips have been eech. 


488 


c 
C 
0 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
. 
c 
c 


a—_——— mf , ß p 2 TT $2: $8 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1734, 


of in this degenerate age. As for thoſe who are 
quite abandoned, and governed intirely by their 
own ſelfiſh ends, I believe it is not poſſible to make 
them honeſt or virtuous, but ſurely there are de- 
grees both of vice and virtue; all men are not 
equally vicious, and if we could, by the bill's be- 
ing paſſed into a law, but have preſerved the vir- 
ive of ſome, it would certainly have been worth 


our while ; we could afterwards have amended it, 


if we had found, that what was done was not 
ſufficient. 

As to the addreſs now propoſed, I cannot ſee, 
my Lords, how it is pothble, that an humble ad- 
dreſs from either houſe of Parliament can be decm- 
ed an attack upon the prerogative of the crown, 
His Majeſty, or any of his ſucceſſors, may make 
wha! uſe they pleaſe of any of the prerogatives of 
the crown; but it is certain, that if ever any bad 
uſe ſhall be made of any of thoſe prerogatives, the 
Parliament has a right, nay, it is their — to in- 
quire into it, and to deſire his Majeſty to _ 


them, who it was that adviſed him to take ſuch a 


ſtep. . 'Lhis has always been the practice of Parlia- 
ment, as to every prerogative that was ever claim- 
ed by the crown: This is the very caſe now before 
us: His Majeſty has made uſe of his prerogative 
in removing two noble Lords from their commands 
in the army: Theſe removals have occaſioned a 
moſt. univerſal complaint through the whole na- 
tion, becauſe it is generally believed, that there 
were no ſufficient, or good reaſons for removing 
them; and as it is the duty of this houſe to take 
care, that his Majeſty ſhall not, by any ſtep he may 
be adviſed to take, incur the general cenſure of the 

eople, therefore this general complaint that has 
yore ra ſed, is a moſt ſufficient foundation for the 
addreſs now propoſed : His Majeſty's conduct is no 
way concerned in the queſtion, it is only the con- 


duct 
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duct of thoſe who adviſed him; if they adviſed 
him well, they will be juſtified by what is now 
« propoſed; if they adviſed him ill, they certainly 
© deſerve at leaſt the cenſure of this houſe ; but to 
tell us that his Majeſty's conduct is, or can be con- 
* cerned, in any ſuch queſtion, is directly to tell us, 
© that the Parliament of Great Britain ſhall never 
* inquire into any thing, that their King ſhall be 
* pleaſed by the advice of his miniſters to do. 

As to the number of thoſe who have been re- 
moved, it is of no ſignification in the preſent que- 
* ſtion ; the cauſe of removal is what your Lordſhips 
* are to inquire into; for if thoſe two noble Lords 
were removed only as an example to others, one 
* example may ſerve to keep hundreds in awe ; and 
if that example was made, only to ſer vea miniſte- 
* rial end, it may be of the moſt fatal conſequence 
to our conſtitution, For this reaſon I ſhall be for 
the addreſs moved for. The motion may pe: haps 
be rejected by a majority of this houſe ; but if it 
* be rejected, the whole world will be convinced, 
that thoſe two noble Lords were removed from 
* their commands 1n the army, for no cauſe; at leaſt, 
* for no cauſe that can well be publicly avowed.” 


The Duke of Montroſe ſpoke next, and after him 
the Lord Gower, both for the motion; after which 
the queſtion was put, and carried in the negative, 
upon a diviſion 77 not contents, to 48 contents, no 
proxies having been called for. 


Whereupon the two following proteſts were en- 
tered, vix. 


* Moved, That an humble addreſs be preſented 
* to his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed 


to acquaint this houſe, who advited his Majeſty to 
remove the Duke of Bolton, and the Lord Viſcount 


* Cobham, 
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* Cobham, from their reſpective regiments, and what 
* crimes were laid to their charge. 


The ſame being objected to, 


After debate, the queſtion was put thereupon, 
* And it was reſolved 1n the negative. 


Content 48. 
Not content 57. 


I. 338 we conceive tis the inherent right 

of this houſe to addreſs the crown, to be 
informed who are the adviſers of any meaſures 
that may be prejudicial to his Majeſty's govern- 
ment, or dangerous to the liberties of the nation. 


* 2, Becaule the removal of two officers of ſuch 
rank and dignity, and of ſuch known fidelity to 
* his Majeſty's perſon and government, without any 
* cauſe aſſigned, or any known or alledged neglect 
* of their duty, gave the greateſt alarm to many of 
his Majeſty's moſt faithful ſubjects; we therefore 
thought it for his Majeſty's ſervice, to give him 
* this occaſion to publiſh to the world the juſt 
grounds of his diſpleaſure, or to detect the calum- 
ny of their accuſers ; and conſequently to with- 


draw his confidence from ſuch pernicious coun- 
5 {ellors. 


c 


* 4. Becauſe, that as the practice of diſplacing 
officers has grown more frequent in proportion to 
* the increaſe of their numbers in both houſes of 
© Parliament, the world may entertain (however un- 
* juftly) an opinion, that the free'uſe of their votes 
© has been the real cauſe of their diſgrace ; and the 
more fo, ſince moſt of the perſons, who have 


c 


© been removed, have happened to be members of 
© one or other houſe of Parliament, 


£ 4. Be- 
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* 4. Becauſe, applications of this nature to the 
* crown may hereafter protect many of his Ma- 
* jeſty's faithful ſubjects from the ſecret and mali- 
© cious repreſentations of ſome miniſter in future 
* times, who (tho' unreſtrained by any ſenſe of 
* truth, regardleſs of his prince's real intereſt, and 
animated only by his own pathons) may however 
© be checked by the juſt apprehenſions that the ap- 
* plications of Parliament may lay open his calum- 
* nies, and bring upon himſelf the diſgrace he had 
prepared for others. 


usb and Orford and A. 


(Nottingham, timer, Bruce, 
Sirafford, Willoughby de Br. Scarſdale, 
Warrington, Clinton, Suffolk, 
Angleſey, Bathurſt, Berkſhire, 
Denbigh, Briſtol, Craven, 
Marlborough, Abingdon, Litchfield, 
Marchmont, Bedford, Bridgwater, 
Tweedale, nin, Montjoy, 
Montroſe, Boyle Gower, 
Northampton, Maſham, Taacaſter, 
Weymouth, Carteret Cheſterfield, 

Cardigan, Foley. 

Diſſentient. b 


Ecauſe we were not conſcious, that any neglect 
or breach of our duty can be laid to our charge, 
much leſs any want of zeal and attachment for his 
Majeſty's perſon and government; we therefore 
muſt teſtify our earneſt deſire, that this motion had 
paſſed in the affirmative, that we might have had 
an opportunity given us of knowing our ſuppoſed 
crimes and accuſers; and we hope, of juſtifying our- 
ſelves to his Majeſty and the world. 


Bolton, Cobham, 
On 
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On Friday the 15th day of February, the houſe 
of Commons ordered, © That leave be given to bring 
in a bill for ſecuring the freedom of Parliament, 
by limiting the number of officers in the houſe 
* of Commons; and that Mr. Sandys, Mr. Wortley, 
: = Mr. Cholmondeley, do prepare and bring in the 
* tame, | 


Which bill was preſented to the houſe by Mr. 
Sands, on Jueſday the 19th of February, was then 
read, as uſual, a firſt time, and was ordered to be 
read a ſecond time upon that day ſeven-night. 


Accordingly, on Tueſday the 26th, the ſaid bill 
was read a lecond time, and Mr. Sandys then mo- 
ved for its being committed, whereupon a debate 
enſued, in which the following gentlemen ſpoke as 
follows, UL. 


am- John Campbell, Eſq, Knight for Pembrokeſhire, 
Ft, le ſtood up, and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows, viz. In 


my opinion, Sir, the bill now before us, is one of 
© the moſt extraordinary and moſt unreaſonable bills 
1 have ever ſeen brought into Parliament, ſince I 
have had the honour to fit in this houſe. Ir is, I 
think, Sir, not only unreaſonable, but in ſeveral 
reſpe&s unjuſt : For as to the electors, the people 
of Great Brian, it is certain, that they are the beſt 
Judges, and indeed the only proper judges, who are 
the moſt capable, and the moſt proper perſons, 
to repreſent them in Parliament; and for us to 
* pretend, by a law, to lay a reſtraint upon them 
in their choice, is certainly doing them a very 
great piece of injuſtice, If the people, if the elec- 
tors of any ſhire, city, or borough, make choice of 
* a gentleman to repreſent them in Parliament, who 
has a poſt, or an employment in the government, 
that very choice is a ſufficient proof that they 
* donot think the ſervice of the country in Parlia- 
ment, 
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| * ment, and the ſervice of the crown incompatible ; 
| * and the law has already wiſely provided, that in 
* caſe any gentleman accepts of a place, or an 
* employment in the government, after he has been 
* choſen a member of Parliament, his ſeat in Par- 
* lament, ſhall thereby be vacated ; he muſt return 
to his county, city, or borough, to be rechoſen ; 
* and if they again chuſe him, it is a certain ſign, 
* that they continue to think him the moſt proper 


; * perſon to repreſent them, notwithſtanding his ha- 
. * ving accepted of a place or employment under the 
© crown, 


© Then, Sir, as to the gentlemen who are now, 


1 © or may hereafter be in offices, civil or military, 
. * under the crown, it 1s certain, that they gene- 
e * rally are gentlemen of families, and many of 
N them have very large properties in their country. 
Have not they therefore as good a right to ſtand 
candidates for being choſen members of Parlia- 
, * men, as any of thoſe gentlemen who are out of 
n * employment ? And if the people do them the ho- 
f nour to chuſe them, why ſhould we, by a law, 
s * deprivethem of that honour which the people have 
I thought fit to confer _ them? Is it not robbing 
I them of a part, at leaſt, of thoſe rights which they 
1 * have a juſt title to as Eugliſbmen, or as Free 
e * Britons? 
ſt * By this bill, Sir, I muſt likewiſe think, that 
e © there is a very great piece of injuſtice done to the 
s, crown; I cannot but think it a very extraordina- 
0 ry thing, to put ſuch a mark of diſgrace upon all 
m * the officers employed by the crown, as to exclude 
7 them from the right of having ſeats in Parliament, 
C- and that for no other reaſon, but becauſe the King 


* has thought them worthy of ſerving their country 


10 * in ſome office, civil or military, under him. It 
t, is, really, not only putting an affront upon his 
y © preſent Majeſty, but doing an injuſtice to all his 


$ ſucceſſors ; It is indeed putting an affront * 
1 the 
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* the crown itſelf, and rendering it impoſſible for 
our government to ſubſiſt under its preſent form; 

for if ſuch an ignominy ſhall be put upon all thoſe, 
who ſhall accept of any employment under the 
crown, as to render them incapable of ſerving 
their country in Parliament, which is one of the 
© higheſt honours a gentleman can have in this 
* country; what gentleman of family or fortune, 


C 
c 


> 


* what gentleman of honour or capacity, will ac- | 


* cept of any employment under the crown ? And 
thus, by rendering it impoſſible for the King to 
get any man of family or fortune, of honour or 
capacity, to ſerve under him, you will render it 
© impoſſible for our government or conſtitution to 
ſubſiſt under its preſent monarchical form. 

* Should, Sir, the bill now before us paſs into a 
law, I think it is eaſy to foreſee the conſequence. 
It would bring the houſe of Commons into the 
* higheſt contempt, or it would bring all thoſe gen- 
© tlemen, who accepted of an office in the govern- 
ment, civil or military, under contempt. One or 
the other would, in my opinion, be the undoubted 
* conſequence ; it 1s natural for every man to endea- 
vour to render contemptible that honour, that poſt, 
or that thing, which he knows he cannot attain 
to: The gentlemen of the army, the gentlemen 
of the navy, the gentlemen in civil offices, know- 
ing, that by law they were all abſolutely exclu- 


© ded from the honour of having ſeats in the hole 


* of commons, would all join together in endeavour- 
ing to render the houſe of Commons contemptible 
in the eyes of the people; and we need not 
doubt, but that the clergy would join with the reſt, 
© becauſe, I think, they are already excluded from 


© this houſe : On the other hand, the gentlemen of 


* the houſe of Commons, and thoſe who might 
© continue to be eligible into this houſe, would en- 
* deavour to ſupport the honour of this houſe, by 
* endeavouring to render contemptible all thoſe, who 


accepted 
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accepted of any poſt or employment in the go- 
© vernment, either in church or ſtate. Is it not 
much to be feared, is it not rather certain, that 
* ſuch an unnatural diviſion as this, might, in the 
end, prove fatal to the conſtitution? For the ſuc- 
* ceſs of either party would certainly overturn our 
* preſent form of government. 

I will not ſay, Sir, but that country gentle- 
men are very Proper repreſentatives of the people, 
and I believe the majority of this houſe will al- 
* ways conſiſt of ſuch, as it has formerly alwa 
done; but I muſt think, and I believe it will * 
granted me, that it is for the ſervice of this houſe, 
it is even neceſſary for diſpatching the buſinefs 
that properly comes before this houſe, to have 
* ikewiſe ſome of thoſe gentlemen among us, who 
* belong to, and are acquainted with the manner of 
* tranſacting buſineſs in the ſeveral great offices un- 
* der the government. Every gentleman, who has 
been but a ſhort time in this houſe, and has at- 
* tended to the ſeveral ſorts of buſineſs that have 
* come before us, and the ſeveral ſorts of papers and 
* accounts, we have, from time to time, found neceſ- 
* ſary for us to call for, muſt have taken notice, that 
* the houſe would have been ſometimes greatly be- 
* wildered, if we had not had ſome gentlemen among 
© us belonging to the public offices, capable of ex- 
* plaining to the houſe the matters, which we then 
happened to have under our conſideration z which 
* muſt convince every man of the neceſlity of ha- 


ving ſome ſuch gentlemen always among us. 


It, indeed, there were reaſon to ſufpe&, that 

« gentlemen in offices, who have ſeats in Parliament, 
were, by their enjoying ſuch offices, any way in- 
* fluenced in their way of acting or ſpeaking in this 
© houſe, it might then be neceſſary to contrive ſome 
* way of preventing that influence for the ſuture; but 
as J am convinced, that a man's being in an office, 
does not in the leaſt influence his way of thinking, 
> 
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© or his manner of acting, in this houſe, I therefore 
„inte we have no-occalion for contriving any ſuch 
*;remedies at preſent, and far leſs have we any occa- 
ſion for ſuch an extraordinary remedy as is propo- 
* ſed by the bill now before us, for Which reaſon I 
am againſt committing it. 148 


Samuel Sandys, Eſq; As this bill, Sir, met 
with no oppoſition, either when it was moved 
for, or when it was brought in and read the firſt 
< time, I was very little apprehenſive that we 
* ſhould have had any debate upon it, and much 
© leſs was I apprehenſive; that our going into a com- 
© mittee-upon it would have been oppoſed z for as 
vet it can be called little more than a blank; it 
cannot well deſerve the name of a bill, till it has 
gone thro' the committee, where the many blanks 
* which are now in it, are properly to be filled up, 


was indeed, ſurpriſed, Sir, to hear the worthy 


gentleman who ſpoke laſt, ſay, that he thought it 
* the moſt extraordinary and unreaſbnable bill he 
a — — ſeen brought into this houſes for if the 
« gentleman will look into our journals, he will ſee 
that this very bill has been often brought in, and 
has almoſt always been paſſed in this houſe; and! 
am ſure, Sir, if ever it was thought reaſonable b 
this houſe, it muſt now be thought much more 8 
* when the number of place- men, who have ſeats in 
Parliament, is much greater than it ever was any 
© tute beretofore:: no alt ned no”! 

© Theworthy gentleman has likewiſe told us, that 
he thinks the bill unjuſt, both with reſpect to the 
crovyn, the people, and the gentlemen who have 
the honour to be employed by the crown; as to 
* which, I ſhall take notice in general, that, by the 
* ſame, method of - reaſoning, he may pretend to 
© ſhew-us, that all the laws that were ever made 
for regulating elections were unjuſt, and were 


* incroachments upon the rights of the people. I 
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* ſhall readily agree with him, that the people are 
© the — abas who ought to be choſen by 
© them for their repreſentatives in Parliament; and 
* am confident, that were they left to a free choice, 
© we ſhould not ſee ſo many civil and military offi- 
* cers brought into Parliament. The people, I be- 
© eve, would always think themſelves more ſecure 
in being repreſented by country gentlemen, with 
* whom they are well acquainted, and who can 
have no intereſt ſeparate from them, than by 
* clerks of offices, or ſuch other perſons, whom they 
* perhaps never {aw or heard of before they came 
© down to be choſen their repreſentatives, and whom, 
probably, they may never ſee again, till they re- 
turn to alk the ſame favour; which every gentle- 
man here knows to be often the caſe of many of 
© our little boroughs in England. | 
But, Sir, to fay, that it would be any injuſtice 
in us, to lay any reſtraint upon the people, as to 
the choice of their repreſentatives, Pom to me 
© very extraordinary, when we Conſider the law now 
in being, by which the people are reſtrained from 
* chuſing any gentleman for their repreſentative in 
©, Parliament, who is not poſſeſſed of ſuch an eftate. 
© Surely, Sir, we may, with -reſpe& to elections, 


* without being guilty of any injuſtice, lay what re- 


* ſtraints we think — for the good of the pub- 
lic, and the preſervation of our conſtitution: When- 
ever any ſuch reſtraint is neceſſary, it ought to be 
laid on, becauſe it is for the benefit of the le; 
© and I am ſure, that whatever is for the be of 
the people, cannot be juſtly ſaid or thought to be 
injurious to the crown. It is extraordinary to fay, 
* that what 1s propoſed by this bill would he an in- 
© juſtice done to thoſe who are thereby to be made 
* incapable of being elected; for have not we al- 
© ready a law, by which all the officers concern'd'in 
the collection of the cuſtoms or exciſe are render'd 
incapble of being choſen members of Parliament? 

Vol. XI. K k And 
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* And yet I have never before heard it urged, that 
© there was any injuſtice done to thoſe gentlemen, 
by excluding them from having ſeats in Parlia- 
* ment, as long as they are in an office which is 
«* inconſiſtent with their being members cf this 
* houſe. I will allow that the choice made by the 
burgeſſes of a little borough, or by the freeholders 
of a county, if it falls upon an officer, civil or 
military, ſhews that the majority of thoſe electors, 
at that time, did not think the office he then en- 
joyed incompatible or inconſiſtent with his be. 
ing their repreſentative in Parliament; but I hope 
it will not be ſaid, that the burgeſſes of a little 
* borough, or even the freeholders of a county, are 
© better judges in this reſpect, than the repreſenta- 
© tives of the whole people of Great Britain met in 
this houſe, eſpecially when the opinion of this 
* houſe is approved of and confirmed by the other 
two branches of our legiſlature. | | 

As to the alternative pretended, that if this bill 
© ſhould paſs into a law, it would render either the 
© officers civil and military contemptible, or this 
© houſe contemptible in the eyes of the people, I 
cannot imagine how it could produce either of 
* theſe effects; for as to the officers civil or milita- 
* ry, is it to be imagined, that a ſucceſsful general 
or admiral, that a brave and experienced captain, 
by ſea or land, or a civil officer, honeſt, expert, and 
* diligent, in the ſtation he is in, would be contemir- 
ed, becauſe he was not capable of being a member 
of this houſe ? Were the clergy ever brought into 
« contempt, by their being excluded the privilege 
of being choſen members of Parliament? Upon 
© the contrary, I believe, they never got any ho- 
© nour by being members of either houſe z and, I 
© believe, there are very few officers, either civil 
© or military, in the kingdom, who ever gained 
much honour, or much xepute, among the people, 
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* by their being members of either houſe of Par- 
* hament, unleſs when their being ſuch was the oc- 
caſion of their being turned out of the offices 
* they enjoyed, and might have continued to enjoy, 
* both to their own honour, and the advantage of 
* their country, if they had not been members of 
* Parliament, | 

As to the other part of the alternative, that this 
* houſe may be rendered contemptible by what is 
now propoſed, I am, Sir, not in the leaſt afraid 
of it; but I am very much afraid, that if ſome 
* bill of this nature is not paſſed into a law, and 
that very ſpeedily too, this houſe will become con- 
* temptible m the eyes not only of our own people, 
* but of the whole world. Gentlemen may pre- 
tend, that no man is influenced in his way of 
thinking, or in his manner of acting, in this houſe, 
by the poſt or the office he poſſeſſes, and may be 
* turned ont of, whenever a prime miniſter may 
have a mind; but while men are men, I am con- 
vinced, that there will always be a great number, 
by far, I fear, the greateſt number, who will ra- 
ther vote according to the directions of the prime 
* miniſter for the time being, than run the ails of 
being turned out of the lucrative poſt or office he 
* then holds at the pleaſure of the crown; and if 
* ever a majority of this houſe ſhould happen to be 
* compoſed of ſuch men, Tam ſure it will become as 
* contemptible as ever the ſenate of Kome was, after 
it became the political tool of their arbitrary and 
tyrannical Emperors, 

* I will likewiſe agree with the honourable gen- 
* tleman, that it may be neceſſary, at leaſt, it may 
be convenient for this houſe, always to have in it 
ſome of thoſe gentlemen who belong to, and are 
* converſant in the methods of tranſacting buſineſs 
in the ſeveral great offices of the kingdom, and 
* therefore I am not for excluding from ſeats in Par- 
' lament, all thoſe who are in offices civil or milita- 
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257 I believe ne gentleman in this honſe ever had 
2e e Haw Head yr ami gentlemen 
rok will but perufe the bill as it ſtands now, they will 
ey that there is to be an exception, which is 

now left blank, as in all ſuch caſes is uſual; in 


© order, : that when we go into a committee ſob 
the bill, gentlemen may then propoſe the filling 
— 


officers as they have a mind. About this, in- 


up in that blank as many officers, or as many ſorts 
4 of 
c 1 


eed, I expected there might have been ſome de- 
tes; but conſidering the great number of officers 
f Il forts. we have now in the houſe, conſider- 


* 
* 
= 


05 : cady Taifed in the nation againſt ſo many officers 


o oF 

#126 the fafety of our conſtitution.” + 
.3,< Tg conclude, Sir, the bill is at preſent but a 
5 nk, but I am confident, it be made a 


and a reaſonable bill; and agreeable to e- 
.* yery gentleman in this houſe, and therefore! 
ASt VI $8 * wil y ' 4 8 . : 
obe the houſe will agree to the going into a 
71 l 2. Jus! . 12 0 » 
; mittee upon it, becauſe if gentlemen do not 
"qi! . 47 18. q] .ru 1 N ö 5 
ike it after the blanks are filled up, they ma) 
Athen drop it, or throw it out upon the third real. 
dee ee een 
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we, Heek Edward Thompſor, Eſq; member for York city. 
19827, ik we do refolve to go into a committee on 
© the bill now before us, which 1 hope we ſhal! 
Tongt, I muſt take the liberty to move for an in- 
45 uction to receive a clauſe for excluding all thoſe 
12 3 e lian is h þ TIT for 
«jo fam... ſeats in Tie den Who have aſked fo 
% nd place or Et ployment, or any other favour, 
om the government, and have been refuſed _ 
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ger, revenge, and diſappointment 


that the being in a place or employment unc 
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they aſked far 5: becauſe I am, perſuaded that an- 
„ may influence 
men's actions, and even their behaviour, in this 
houſe, as much as the hopes of getting a place, or 
the fears of loſing one, can poſſibly do; and there- 
fore I think it fully as reaſonable to exclude the 


former, as it is to exclude the latter, from having 


IJ can male no ſuch ſuppoſition; L cannot 0 
er the 
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A the bill n to me, Sir, to be a total ex- 
dcluſion of all officers, civil and military, from ha- 


L ving ſeats in this houſe, L would really adviſe thoſe 
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* gentlemen, who now ſeem ſo fond of it, to be a 
little cautious in Paſſing ſuch a bill, for if that 
* which they have ſo long ſtruggled to come at, be 
* ſo near at hand, as ſome people have been plea- 
* ſed to give out without-doors, the paſling of ſuch 
© a bill may ſoon affect a great many of them- 
* ſelves. They may then, perhaps, think of the 
© bill as I now think of it; and I muſt declare, 
* that I can by no means agree to the committing 
© of it, becauſe I think it impoſſible to make it a 
good bill. 


The honourable Edward Digly, Eſq; * I differ, 
* Sir, ſo far, in my opinion about the bill now be- 
* fore us, from the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
* laſt, that think it is not poſhible to make it a bad 
bill. It is a bill that has often, as was before ob- 
© ſerved, paſſed through this houſe, and I am ſure 
it was never more neceſlary for ſecuring the free- 


dom and independency of Parliaments than it is at 


this preſent time: I am afraid, Sir, that even the 
* tranſactions of this day may be a convincing proof 
© of the great . neceſſity that there is for \ tion 
* ſome ſuch bill paſſed ; or rather that they will be 
* a melancholy proof of its being already impoſſible 
* ever to get ach a bill paſſed. Nane 

It is certain, Sir, that the preſervation of our 
* conſtitution depends upon preſerving a juſt balance 
between the ſeveral powers of which it is compo- 
© {&d, for if ever the ale ſhould be fo much turn- 
ed, as to overthrow and deſtroy that balance, our 
* conſtitution will from that moment be at an end: 
* And it 1s certain, that the many penal laws which 
© have been enacted ſince the revolution, the man 

* taxesthat have been laid on and ſtill continued, and 
* the great number of officers that are neceſſary for 
the collecting of thoſe taxes, have thrown a great 
* and a dangerous power into the hands of the crown; 


5 ſuch a power, as it is greatly to be feared, may ena- 
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* ble the crown to ſwallow up the two other branches 


of our legiſlature, by making them intirely depen- 


dent on the crown, if ever thoſe employed by the 
crown ſhould be wicked enough to make ſuch a 
. cruel uſe of the power they have got into their 
hands: I will not ſay, Sir, that ever ſuch a uſe, or 
any wicked uſe, has as yet been made of the great 
. Power which the crown has meg acquired ; but 
there is no doubt but that ſuch a ule may be made 
of 1t : There 1s no doubt but that ſome future mini- 
' ſter may ariſe, who may make an abſolute and a 
* blind obedience to his commands, both as to vo- 
ting and ſpeaking in either houſe of Parliament, 
and as to voting at elections for members of this 
* houſe, the only tenure by which gentlemen in 
office can hope to continue in their reſpective offi- 
* ces, and the only merit which can intitle a man 
to preferment either in church or ſtate; and if 
* this ſhould ever ao 3 en to be the caſe, I muſt 
© leave it to every gentleman that hears me, to con- 
* ſider, whether our conſtitution would not then be 
in the moſt imminent danger: Shall we then, who 
* are the guardians of the people's liberties, neglect 
© or refute to provide proper fences againſt that 
power, which may, ſome time or other, be made 
* uſe of for invading or breaking down all thoſe 
* fences, which now ſerve to protect and defend the 
© liberties and the properties of the people? 
© We all know, Sir, that the ſervice of the 
'crown and the ſervice of the people onght always to 
© be the ſame ; we know that the crown ought never 
* to aſk any thing but what 1s for the ſervice of the 
* people, and that the people ought never to refuſe 
* what is neceſſary for the ſupport of the crown, 
© and for their own defence; bar Sir, we likewiſe 
* know, that the ſervice of the crown and the ſervice 
* of the people have not been always the ſame z we 
* know chi the crown has ſometimes been the peo- 
* ple's moſt dangerous enemy, and the people may, 
K k 4 Perhaps, 


503 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1734. 


perhaps, ha ve ſometimes refuſed what was neceſſa- 
ry dpx the ſupport of the cron, and for their own 
7 ae What has happened may happen again; 
IA but as long as the Parliament continues pure and 
.< uncorrupted, they will always be proper mediators 
between the crown and the people; whereas, if 
both houſes. of Parliament ſhould ever come to be 
intirely dependent on the crown, and ready to fol- 
* low-blindly whatever inſtructions they may receive 
from the miniſters of the crown, could it then be 
« ſaid, that the Parliament would be proper media- 


© tors between the crown and the people? Could "if 


© bezexpedted, that the Parliament would ever put a 
check upon the moſt arbitrary demands of the 
cron, or could it be expected, that they would e- 
ver haye weight enough with the people to prevail 
with them to comply willingly with the moſt ne- 
_< cellary demands of the crown?! 1 1 
+- This, Sir, is acaſe that is certainly to be appre- 
ged,.-by all thoſe who have any regard for our 
mt happy. conſtitution ;. and as the number of 
mcers.18 the ſervice of the crown is daily increa- 
hung in this houſe, I think it high time to put a 
top to it ʒ for the diſeaſe may, I am afraid, very 
ſoon become incurable. That ſome dangerous 
i ractices have formerly been attempted by the mi- 
ne the crown, upon the members of this 
;\bquſe,.canvot be denied, ſince an hon gentleman 
ef great worth, a 3 of great diſtinction 
in the army, has Put jately, in a former debate, 
Bo told us, that even he hunſelf was threatened, for 
* daring, to give his vote againſt one of the moſt de- 
-© ſtruQuye miniſterial ſchemes that was ever brought 
fant Parliament z and though he had virtue and 
„ Courage enough to deſpiſe ſuch threats, yet it is 
* probable, that many were brought over by ſuch, 
2 the like, arguments; becauſe that ſcheme, de- 
ſtructive as it was, got the ſanction of a Bruiſt act 
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many fatal and iniquitous effects, will for ever make 

da conſiderable æra in the annals of this nation. 
But I need not enlarge, Sir, upon the neceffity 

* of our having ſome ſuch law as is propoſed by 

this bill, the thing ſpeaks itfelf; the independence 


of ourParlia ments is certainly our greateſt ſecurity; 
and if we cannot render them altogether indepen- 


* dent, the more they are fo, the greater our ſecuri- 
* ty, or rather, the leſs our danger will be, and there- 
* fore I am for our going into the committee moved 
$ Tops 7 > | a 


Thomas Minnington, Eſq * This bill, Sir, as Mr, n- 
gentlemen have obſerved, has, tis true, been often ü.“ 


* propoſed, and has ſometimes paſſed in this houle, 
but it has likewiſe been ſometimes rejected; 1 
that if there is any argument in this, it is equally 
* ſtrong on both ſides; and as it has been often pro- 


©: poſed, and never yet has paſſed into a law, it is a 
certain proof, that it has never yet been thought 
reuſonable: Indeed, if we look into the hiſtaory of 


it, we ſhall find, that it has at all times been brought 


in, and ſupported, by thoſe who were at thoſt feve- 


ral times endeavouring, as much as they could, to 
IL QUIQIOIQ 1001 

I I will likewiſe agree with the hon, gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt, that it is neceffary to keep à ba- 
* lance between the three branches of the legiflature; 
but 1 bannot agree with him in ſaying, that That 
balance is now in any danger of being deſtroyed: 
I hope it never will; Lam ſure it never was in leſs 
* danger than it is at preſent; and I am petſuaded, 
that if the ee ſhould ever attempt any 
thing againſt the liberties ofthe people, theywould 
find no ſuch ſervile dependence or blind obedience 
among the gentlemen in office, as has been talked 
of: Many of thoſe gentlemen are, and, I believe, 
always muſt be, gentlemen of good families, and 


poſſeſſed of conſiderable eſtates of their own; they 
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muy not perhaps be very ready to join with any 
ſet of men, to diſtreſs that government they ſerve, 
but if they ſhould obſerve that government in- 
croaehing upon the liberties of the people, they 
* would then, without doubt, ſhew ſome regard to 
the families they were come of, and the preſerva- 
tion of their own private fortunes, and would ra- 
ther throw up the poſts or places they enjoyed un- 
der the crown, than join with the crown in over- 
turning the laws and the conſtitution of their 
country. 

* As there may be danger, Sir, in throwing too 
much power into the hands of the crown, ſo, I 
hope it will be granted, that the hands of the 
crown may be ſo much weakened, as to render it 
impoſſible for the crown to ſupport itſelf, and ad- 
miniſter the public affairs of the nation as they 
ought to be; and this laſt would, Tam convinced, 
be the caſe, if this bill ſhould paſs into a law; 
for, as it certainly contains a total excluſion of all 
officers, civil and military, where muſt the crown 
go, to find ——— to fill up thoſe employments, 
as they ſhall become vacant? Gentlemen of figure 
or fortune in their country would not certainly 
accept of any of them, were they thereby to be 
branded with ſuch a mark of infamy, as to be 
rendered incapable of ſerving their country in 
Parliament; fo that the crown would be obliged 
to go among the very dregs of the people, to find 
out perſons who would undertake or accept of 
any office under the crown ; and thus, in a mort 
time, we ſhould have all our offices and employ- 
ments, both civil and military, filled with crea- 
© tures of no family or fortune in the kingdom: 
And if all our civil employments, but eſpeciall 
our military employments, ſhould come into ſuc 
hands, I would gladly know, from the gentlemen 
< whoſeem ſo fond of this bill, if they would think 
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* This, Sir, I take to be a very ſtrong argument 
* againſt the bill, and I cannot really ſee any one 
argument for it; I can ſee no reaſon why a gen- 
* tleman, only becauſe he is in employment under 
the crown, ſhould be deprived of his birth-right, 
by being diſqualified from ſitting in Parliament. 
It is certain, that the people at preſent do not think 
* ſo, otherwiſe they would not chuſe ſo many of 
* thoſe gentlemen, as they do; and I muſt. think, 
* that it would be a very great incroachment on the 
rights of the people, to dictate to them in their 
choice, and to tell them, you ſhall chuſe only 
* ſuch or ſuch perſons for your repreſentatives in 


Parliament. The laws, as they ſtand now, have, 1 


think, provided {ſufficiently in this reſpect ; if any 
* gentleman accepts of an office or employment un- 
For the crown, he is {ent down to be re-choſen, and 
* if the people think him thereby diſqualified, they 
may refuſe chuſing him again for their repreſenta- 
* tive; but the many inſtances which have even late- 
* ly occurred, of gentlemen's being re- elected upon 
* {uch occaſtons, is with me a full proof, that the 
N 192 707 do not think any gentleman diſqualiſfied for 
being their repreſentative in Parliament, by his 
having accepted of an office or employment under 
the crown. . 


E As for the South-ſea ſcheme, hab. hon. 


* gentleman was pleaſed to mention, however de- 


ſtructive it was, it is certain, it is not to be laid to 
* C3"S 
the charge of the.crown or of the miniſtry, even 


© at that time: We all know how, and by what 


© methods it was carried through Parliament: We 
© know, that when the inquiry came to be made, it 
appeared, that thoſe directors who were let into 
4 ke ſecret, and intruſted with the management of 


that ſcheme in Parliament, were men of all deno- 


* minations and complexions; and ſubſcriptions were 
given to members of as different denominations 


* 
fc 
. 


many 


and complections; by which there were, I believe, 
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many more brought in to ſupport that ſcheme, 
than were brought in by any miniſterial influence: 
But whatever may be in that, it is well known, 
that the miniſters that now are were ſtrenuous op- 
poſers of that ſcheme; ſo that no argument can 
be drawn from thence, for or againſt any thing 
< that is now propoſed. 13 | 


Si ities. Sir JPilliam Wyndham. As it has always been 
ch. 


my opinion, Sir, that every man, who is in a 
place or office under the government, is not there- 
< fore neceſſarily to be ſuppoſed to be under any 
flaviſn influence, as to his behaviour in this houſe, 
have formerly oppoſed bills of this fort, when 
brought into this houſe; and if this bill, when it 
may properly be called one, does appear to be the 
S ſame with thoſe which I have formerly oppoſed, 
'*'as 1 have not yet altered my opinion, I ſhall op- 
1 * this likewiſe; but the worthy gentleman who 
brought in this bill, has already, in converſation, 
* ſhewed me a good deal of difference between what 
is now deſigned, and the bills I have formerly op- 
e poſeckz for which reaſon 1 ſhall be for going into 
x committee upon it, becauſe no man can well ſay 
any thing, either for or againſt the bill, as it now 
ſtands} it being really nothing but a blank; but 
hen it has gone through the committee, when 
the blanks are all filled up, and the bill brought 
into fuch a ſhape; as to enable one to form ſome 
fort of judgment about it, I can then eaſily de- 
termine what farther I am do; and if it be not 
then made very different from the bills I have 
formerly oppoſed, which were brought into thi 
* houſe under the fame title, I ſhall in this, as, 
hope, I have on all other occaſions, act conſiſtent- 
ly with myſelf, and oppoſe the bill's being carried 
Iny ſtep farther, £107 garanoieg * 
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the neceſſity for ſome ſueh bill, is certainly much 
greater now than it was formerly: Parliaments 
are now of a much longer continuance, and ãt muſt 
be granted, that a more intimate acquaintance, 
and a more cloſe correſpondence between the crown 
and a Parliament, may be contracted in a courſe 


of ſeven years, than could poſſibly have happened 


A 


* i e 


lately introduced; and when ſuch novelties-are 
introduced into our conſtitution, if they cant be 
* ſhaken off, if things can't. be brought back to 
* where they were, laws, which formerly were 
thought unneceſſary and unreaſonable, may then 
become both reaſonable and neceſſary; and gen- 
*-tlemen, wWwho formerly oppoſed. them, may then 
think themſelves obliged; both in honeur and 
duty, to ſupport and promote them, to the atmoſt 
too their po-- er, 4 oid 
As the bill, Sir, is now but a blank, we. argue 
in the dark upon it; but if 1 have been xightly 
informed, there never was the leaſt deſigu of ex- 
cluding all officers, civil and military; enthe con- 
* trary, the great officers of ſtate, the commiſſiogers 
ol the treaſury, admiralty, trade, and man others 
an ſuch offices, are to be excepted: None of them 
are deſigned to be excluded, nor indeed ought they 
to be excluded, becauſe they are generally ſuch, 
+, who, by their families and fortunes, have a natural 
-+.3ntereſt in the country, and may be choſe members 
of Parliament, without any aſſiſtance from the 
board to which they belong. Such gentlemen may 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be independent of the 
board, or even of any miniſter of ſtate; but the 
ſume cannot be ſaid of all the other little officers 
belonging to thoſe boards, or to any other office 
under the government; if ſuch little officers ſhould 
ever be brought into Parliament, it muſt be by the 


* unna- 


At the ſame time; Sir, I muſt take notice that 


in a courſe of three years only. This is a novelty, 
and a moſt dangerous novelty, which has been 
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* unnatural intereſt of the board or office to which 
they belong; and as they will then be intirely 
dependent on the board or office to which they 
* belong, not only for their ſeats in Parliament, 
but likewiſe for their daily bread, we cannot ſup- 
© poſe, that their behaviour in this houſe will be ab- 
* ſolutely free from miniſterial influence; therefore 
* I muſt think, that it may be very proper to ex- 
* cludeall ſuch from being brought into Parliament; 
* for though it may be neceſſary to allow a ſecretary 
of ſtate, or any ſuch great officer, a ſeat in this 
© houſe, yet it is not at all neceſſary, he ſhould 
* come here with his clerks, and the whole equipage 
of his office. | 
* Though the hon. gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
* ſeemed to think, that no argument could be drawn 
from the ſucceſs of the late fatal Hui l- ra ſcheme, 
yet, Ithink, he, from thence, gave us a very ſtrong 
argument for ſome ſuch bill as is now propoſed, 
* when he told us, that gentlemen of all denomina- 
tions and complex1ons were drawn in to ſupport 
that ſcheme, by means of the ſubſcriptions that 
* were given them; for does not that, Sir, ſhew, 
© that men of all denominations and complexions are 
apt to have their inclinations byaſſed, and even 
© their underſtandings blinded, in favour of that 
public meaſure, from which they expect to draw 
a a private advantage? Is not this, Sir, one of the 
* ſtrongeſt arguments that can be Frenz for us to 
take all poſlible care, that no member of this houſe 
fhall ever have any private advantage to expect, or 
aàny private loſs to fear, from his voting of either 
ſide of any queſtion that may happen in this houſe? 
And is not this, Sir, a moſt unanſwerable argu- 
ment for our agreeing to exclude thoſe from ſeats 
in this houſe, who may have the whole, or at leaſt 
the principal part of their daily ſubſiftence, depend- 
bing upon their way of voting, or behaving as mem- 
bers of this houſe ? However, Sir, it is impoſlible 
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to argue with any certainty, either for or againſt 
© the bill, as it now ſtand ; if the bill, after it has 
* paſſed through the committee, ſhall appear to be 
an unreaſonable or an unneceſſary bill, we may 
* eaſily prevent its going any farther ; and there- 
fore I mult ſay, that I can fee no reaſon for gen- 
* tlemen's oppoling our going into a committee up- 
* on it, unleſs it be, that they are afraid leſt it may 
© be there made ſo good, and fo reaſonable a bill, 
that they cannot then, with any confidence, op- 
* poſe its being paſſed into a law.” 


Horatio Walpole, Sir, the hon. gentleman be- Horeticn! 

* low me has told you, that he has always oppoſed ech. 
bills of the ſame nature with this now before us; 1 
and I was really heartily ſorry to find him ſo much { 
difficulted to find out ſomewhat in this bill diffe- 11 
rent from thoſe he has formerly oppoſed, inſo- 
much, that he was at laſt even forced to own, that | 
it was at preſent the very ſame fort of bill, but | 
that in the committee it might be made a different 
bill from what it now appears to be. I will not, | 

© Sir, aſk the hon. gentleman, whether he was in 1 
place or out of place when he oppoſed ſuch bills > { 
© But I will ſay, that I have always oppoſed. them, | 
both in place and out of place; and as I take this 9 
to be the very ſame bill with thoſe I have for- 9 
il 

| 


au . q>Q 


* merly oppoſed, I ſhall therefore be againſt the 
* queſtion now before us; and for all the gentleman 
* has ſaid, I make no doubt, but that we ſhall this 
day be both upon the ſame ſide of the queſtion; 
for I dare ſay, he only meant to make ſome. ſort 
of complement to his worthy friend over the way; 
© but when it comes to the queſtion, I am 18 14 
he will join with me; which if he does, I yall 
fairly promiſe him, that if any ſuch bill he pro- 
poſed when he is in place, and I am out, he ſhall 
have my aſſiſtance iu oppoſing it. 
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We have been told, Sir, that though the bill, 
as it ſtands at preſent, be a total excluſion of all 
* officers civil and military, yet there are to be 
* many-exceptions made, when we go into a com- 
* mittee upon it; 1 mult ſay, that this raiſes my 
curioſity fo much, as to give me ſome inclination 
to be for the queſtion, becauſe, by the exceptions 
© thoſe gentlemen are to propoſe, we may, I be- 
© heve, pretty well gueſs what offices and employ- 
ments they have chalked out for themſelves ; but 
as the time of this houfe ought not to be taken 
up about matters of curioſity only, therefore I 
< ſhall not allow my curioſity to carry me fo far, 
© as to vote for this houſe's throwmg away a day of 
© their ſeſſion, by going into a committee upon an 
affair Which, I am convinced, muſt prove fruit- 
© leſs inthe end. | TI | 

There are {ome gentlemen among us, Sir, whom 
have formerly known to be in very good em- 
* ployments under the crown, but now they happen 
* 20 be out of place, and are become mighty patri- 


9 
1 


© vits.p!?Tis true, there is ſomething very ſonorous 
and pompous in the name Patriot; but, I believe, 
thoſe gentlemen looked upon themſelves to be 


every bit as good men, and as firmly attached to 


the intereſt of their country, when they were call- 


© ed Seoretaries at war, Cofferers, or the like zi nay, 
I believe, they not only thought fo themſelves, 
put would have been angry with any man, who 
* would then have pretended to have thought other- 
< wiſe of them. TR" TS REES 
The honourable gy pp who ſpoke laſt, 
© mentioned likewiſe the long continnance of our 
* Parhaments, and the great acquaintance and cor- 
© reſpondence, which may, in a term of ſeven years, 
be contracted between them and the crown : From 
© whence, Sir, I preſume, we are in this ſeſſion to 
© haveſome debate upon that queſtion too; and there- 


2 ©. *.poſed 


fore, if we do agree to go into the committee pro- 
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paſed, I hope the gentleman will move for an in- 
ſtruction, for that committee to receive a clauſe for 
fhortening the continuance of our Parliaments, 
« that ſo we may make but one day's debate of both 
« queſtions, when that is over, we may have the 
« call of the houſe, and then, I believe, the buſineſ: 

« of this ſeſſion will be pretty well over. 


William Pulteney, Eſq; Sir, the worthy gentle- , Ach. 

* man who ſpoke laſt; has entertained the houſe 

with a good deal of his wit, but has not been plea- 

* ſed to give us any one argument againſt the que- 

* ſtion; and as I am very ſenſible of my own inca- 

* pacity to contend with him in wit; I am ſorry: he 
did not vouchſafe to give me an opportunity of 
* anſwering ſome of his arguments, it he has any, 

* againſt our going into the committee propoſed. He 

* mention'd the word patriot, and told us there was 

* ſomething very pompous and ſonorous in the 

* name; but, whatever that worthy gentleman may 
think of patriotiſm, I hope, Sir, it will never be 
laughed at, or turned into ridicule in this houſe. Tt 
zs certainly the moſt glorious epithet, when juſtly 
applied, that ever was, or ever can be beſtowed 
upon any man; and I ſhould be ſorry to find, that 
that gentleman, with all his wit, or any other per- 
* fon with a little ſach ſonorous wit, were able to 

© laugh it out of theſe doors. FRET 
But now, Sir, as to the queſtion in hand; I will 
venture to ſay, that every gentleman, who has ſpoke 
* againſt it, has intirely miſtaken the nature of the 

* bill now before us; they ſuppoſed it to be ſuch a 
bill, as they have been pleaſed to repreſent, and 

* came here provided with arguments, ſome in their 
heads, but, I believe, more in their pockets, againſt 

a bill, ſuch as they had before ſuppoſed this to be; 
and now, when we have heard them, it is plain, 
that none of their arguments affect in the leaſt, the 

© bill now before us. Gentlemen, and particularly one 
Vor. XI. LI * up 
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up in the corner, who tried a little at wit too, have 
* edo that, by this bill a total excluſion of all 

officers, civil and military, was intended; but they 
have been told, that no ſuch thing was ever in- 
Stended, or fo much as dreamed of: They have 
been told, that all great officers are {till to have, 
© and, I think, ought to have ſeats in this houſe; but 
* ſuppoſe, Sir, that it is intended to exclude ſuch, as, 
by the nature of their office, muſt either neglect 
their duty in Parliament, or their duty in their 
© office, which neceſſarily requires their attendance 
© elſewhere, ſuch, for example, as the commiſſioners 
of the revenue in Ireland; ſurely, Sir, this muſt 
be thought highly reaſonable by a majority of this 
* houſe, as well as by the generality of mankind; 
vet I doubt much, if the worthy gentleman in the 
© corner would think fo. Suppoſe again, that it were 
intended to excluſle from ſeats in Parliament thoſe 
clerks and deput ies of offices, who have a continual 
de pendance upon the crown, and are daily at the 
< mercy of a miniſter, for being continued in, or 
turned but of that employment, from which they 
Gray the principal part of their ſubſiſtence; might 
Inst this be done, Sir, without any injuſtice? Can 
it be ſyppofed, that the people would think them- 
ſelveès injured by ſuch a regulation? Such perſons 
gan never be ſuppoſed to act or vote with that 
freedom, which every member of this houſe ought 
to do; and, Iam ſure, it would be for the honour, 
© as well as the freedom of Parliament, to excluds 
© all fuch perſons; which is all that is intended by 
the bill now before us; and therefore it is evident, 
that none of the arguments, made uſe of againſt 
the queſtion, affect in the leaſt the bill, which we 
© have now under our conſideration, | 
' Gentlemen have inſiſted much upon the neceſſity 
'© we are under, of having always in this houſe ſonie 
* of thoſe who are in public offices and employ- 
ments s they have told us, that the 1080 del 
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ſuch gentlemen, in affairs of ſtate, is ſuperior to 


that of country-gentlemen, or fox-hunters; It. is 


true, Sir, they may perhaps know a little more of 
the management of public offices, and the methods 


of making up accounts, and raiſing perquiſites, 


than gentlemen who never had the honour, nor the 
profit of being made acquainted with ſuch things; 
but it will be allowed, I believe, that thoſe gentle- 
men, who pay a large ſhare of the taxes impoſed, 
and feel the heavy burden of them, becauſe they 
are obliged to pay the whole out of heir own pri- 
vate fortunes, will be a little more cautious, how 
they lay on ſuch taxes, and more exact in ſeeing 
them properly and frugally applied, than thote 
knowing - gentlemen. in public offices, who. have 
large a 24th and many perquiſttes daily coming 


in. The caſe of ſuch gentlemen, really puts me 
N þ J | JLE.ILS Nat 
in mind of a paſſage in the play called the Flbie- 
ral, I remember, Sir, an undertaker is thexe re- 
| preſented, as paying money to his mourners to look 


d and diſmal, and one of them he reprimayds 


4 


ſeverely, for that the more money he gave him 


to look ſad, the more merry the fellow always 


looked: This is the very caſe with thoſe gent le- 
men in offices; the more money they give ina par- 
liamentary way, the more merry they look, for 


the more they give, the more comes into their 


own pockets. 


But, Sir, to be ſerious, for the ſubject is really 
of a very ſerious nature: It is certain, thete never 
was a time, when this bill, or ſome ſuch bill. was 
more neceſſary: The great power and influence 
of the crown in both houſes of Parliament, as well 
as in the elections of the members of this houſe, 
calls aloud for ſome regulation; it may ſoon be in 
the power of a miniſter, even before the election 
of a new Parliament, to tell us what majority he 
will have in the enſuing Parliament; he may have 
this houſe, or at leaſt, a majority of this houſe, 
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© and>pethaps of the other too, in his pocket. This 
Would be a moſt terrible misfortune z it is a miſ- 
fortune which is juſt at our door, and if we allow 
it to enter, it will be impoſſible to get it out again: 
Let us then do what we can; if we cannot get all 
© we wiſh for, let us endeavour to exclude from ſeats 
in this houſe, at leaſt thoſe who are the immediate 
© ſervite dependents upon a miniſter : If this is not 
done, our conſtitution muſt ſoon be undone ; for 
jet any future miniſter be as wicked, as rapacious, 
and as criminal, as ever any miniſter was, who 
© will attempt to accuſe or impeach him in a houſe 
of Commons, where it is known he has a corrupt 
majority, ready to acquit him of whatever crimes 
© may be laid to his charge, even tho his guilt ſhould 
© be made as manifeſt as the ſun at noon-day ! 
- 2U 910139 att Hi | 
Sir William Jonge. T have, I think, Sir, given 
f allpoſſible attention to every gentleman who has 
ſpoke in this debate, and for my own part, I muſt 
ay, I cannot diſcover that there is any neceſſity at 
\- preſent for the bill now propoſed to be committed: 
Iteis true, that ſuch bills have been often brought 
in, and have ſometimes been paſſed in this houſe, 


«. particularly, in the err the late King William; 
Anil as I was but the other day reading the hiſtory 


of that reign in a book lately publiſned, 1 ſhall re- 
peat, as far as my memory ſerves, the account the 
5 2 gives of a bill of this nature, and of thoſe 


ho then brought it in: He ſays the perſons who 


were then the bringers in, and ſupporters of that 
„bill, were either ſuch as thought they had not 
been ſufficiently rewarded for the ſervices they 
had done in aſſiſting to bring about the revolution, 
or ſuch who were, and always had been, real ene- 


mies to the revolution, both which parties joined 
in bringing that bill in, and getting it paſſed, in 
order to diſtreſs the meaſures of that glorious King, 
© and to clog the wheels of his government, 
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This, Sir, is the account the hiſtorian gives of a 

bill of this nature, brought into this houſe at that 
time: I am far from throwing the ſame imputa- 
tion upon the gentlernen who are the ſupporters 

of the bill now before us; I hope they act from 
quite different principles; but the attempting to 
make ſuch alterations in our conſtitution, when 
there is no apparent neceſſity for it, does give ſome 

* ſort of ground for ſuſpectiug that thoſe who make 

* ſuch attempts, are influenced by motives different 

* from thoſe that are openly avowed : As I, Sir, 
can ſee no manner of reaſon for making at preſent 
© ſach an alteration in our conſtitution, as. that of 

* excluding from ſeats in Parliament all, or at leaſt 
the greateſt part of thoſe who enjoy any office; 
civil or military, under the crown I cannot there- 

© fore ſee any neceſſity for the bill now before us; 
and if the only view now be, to exclude two or 
three clerks in offices from ſeats in Parliament, !! 
© muſt think that neither our conſtitution, nor the 
freedom of Parliament can be in any danger from 
three or four perſons having ſeats in this houſe, let 
their dependence be never fo great, or never ſo 
ſervile; and therefore, I do not think it worth 
* while to take up the time of this houſe, in paſſing 
© any bill for ſuch a purpoſe, or in going inte a 
© committee upon any ſuch bill, for which reaſon 
I ſhall be againſt your queſtion. Scr 
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Henry Pelham, Eſq; * I do not ſtand up, Sir, to u 
© trouble you with any arguments againſt the. com. 
mitment of the bill, other gentlemen having before 
«* ſpoke ſufficiently to that point; but as clerks and 
deputies in offices have been mentioned, I ſtand u 
© to ſpeak for one, whoſe modeſty will not allow 
© him to ſpeak for himſelf. 1 have the honour, Sir, 
to be in an office which is certainly very lucrative, 

* as well as a place of great truſt, and the gentle- 
man who is mx deputy, is a member of this houſe, 
| eiche * known 


* 
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* known'to many gentlemen in the houſe, and be- 
loved, I believe, by all that know Him . It 18 well 
* known, that the ſecurity he gives for the faithful 
performance of his duty in that office is very con- 
ſiderable; it is ſuch as I am ſare muſt free him 
from all manner of ſuſpicion among thoſe he re- 
preſents; for no man who is capable of giving ſo 
5 P can be ſuſpected of any ſuch ſervile 
* dependence, as ſome gentlemen have been pleaſed 
to mention; it cannot be ſuppoſed, that ſuch a 
*. gentleman owes his daily bread, or even the prin- 
* cipal part of his ſubſiſtence, to the office he enjoys, 
or that he would be gwlty of ſuch a heinous crime, 
as that of betraying his country in Parliament, for 
the fake of continuing in that office. This, Sir, 
Ithqught it my duty to mention; but as it is now 
ſo late, I will not give you the trouble of ſaying 
« any-thivg as to the ſubject now in debate. 


11281 2 


Lord Cather= 4 Lord \Catherlogh. I believe, Sir, no man who 


{ oy AVsſpeec h. (4 
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we me, is ignorant of the many and the late ob- 
© ligationsI owe to his Majeſty, which Iſhall always 


tg take all opportunities of ſhewing my gratitude 


for the favours I have received. While I have the 
honour to ſit in this houſe, I think I cannot ſhew 


mx ꝑratitude to his Majeſty better, than by per- 
Bee my duty towards thoſe I repreſent, becauſe 
£ 


ays looked upon the intereſt of the King, and 


* the intereſt of the people to be inſeparable z and 
therefore, as I think the bill now before us not 
on reaſonable, but even neceſſary, for the preſer- 
4 t . . . 
vation of our conſtitution, I ſhall give my vote for 
eur going into a committee upon it. | 


Geib 310830 S117 SY 4 VS 4 ESKER BUOY; 
Sir Robert . Chancellor of the Exchequer. . It has always 
gen. been my opinion, Sir, that we ought not to make 
* any alterations in our conſtitution, but when there 
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ready to acknowledge; and I ſhall endeavour 
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is an apparent neceſſity for doing fo; and it is cer- 
* tain, that the time of this bone bogſn nt be: e 
taken up with contriving new regulations, or paſ- 
* ſing bills for which there is no manner of e- 
* flon. In the preſent caſe, Thave heard nothing 
© that can in the leaſt convince me of their being at 
* preſent any neceſhty for the bill now before us, 
which of itſelf is to me a ſufficient reaſon for my 
giving my vote againſt the preſent queſtion; but 
the caſe of an hon. gentleman mention'd early in. 
* the debate, and what the noble Lord who ſpoke 
laſt, has ſaid, is to me, and muſt, I think, be to 
every gentleman, a full proof, that there is no ne- 
ceſſity for the bill now under our conſideration, and 
is conſequently, an unanſwerable argument for our 
not taking up the time of the houſe, with going 
into a committee upon this, or any ſuch bill; for 
hen we ſee gentlemen who are in offices, gentle- 
men who own their many obligations to his Ma- 
jeſty, declaring their opinion, and giving their 
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as à maxim, that all gentlemen in offises aer ug 
der a ſervile dependence upon the croẽwu. 
As to bills of this nature, having been often 
©+propoſed, or even paſſed in this houſe, it I ho ur- 
gument for our agreeing or diſagreeing to it now :. 
Every propoſition is a ne propoſition as aten us 
Lit is made in this houſe, and is to be debated and, 
© conſidered upon its own merits only, without any. 
© regard to what is paſſed ; for what former Parlia- 
ments have done, or have refuſed to do, van be no 
rule for us; and as the merits of every queſtion 
© muſt depend upon what has been ſaid, or may be 
* faid, for and againſt it, T believe, without adding 


* any thing farther, I may leave the preſent queſtion 


© upon that iſſue. 
; 18 1 uy | | # | 1 . 5 1 
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votes in this houſe, with the ſame freedom that 
other gentlemen do, it ſeems ſtrange to lay iFdown, = 
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As for clerks and deputies in office, I am ſure 
© there are none ſuch, who have now ſeats in Parlia- 
ment, that are not fully intitled to ſuch ſeats by 
© the properties the poſſeſs; and their own private 
fortunes muſt raife them as much above the ſuſpi- 


* cion of corrupt ion, or of a ſervile dependence, as 


any gentleman in this houſe can well be; there are 
none of them but have fortunes of their own ſuf- 
© ficient to ſupport them as gentlemen, and whoever 
is fo provided, cannot from his circumſtances be 
* ſuſpeCted of any ſervile dependence; if there be 
any ground for ſuch a ſuſpicion, it muſt peed 
from the temper of the mind, againſt which there 
is no fortune affluent enough for being a ſufficient 
guard, nor could the law now propoſed be of any 
effect againſt ſuch men. of K. 

© An hononrable gentleman ſpoke of minifters 
* having a houſe of Commons, even a' houſe of 
Lords, in their pockets; I-own this is language 1 
© do not underſtand: Gentlemen are in this houle at 
liberty to throw out whatever their imaginations 
may ſuggeſt; but they certainly ought to have 
© fome meaning in every thing they ſay. The ho- 
„nen gentkeman talk d too of wicked miniſters, 
© and of impeaching criminal miniſters; this, Sir, 
© has often been talk'd of, but has yet appeared to 
© be nothing but words: If T am the miniſter meant, 
©'Iwifh with all my heart they would begin; Tam 
© perſuaded, there are thoſe who want not inclination, 


and God forbid I ſhould ſuppoſe they wanted abi- 
lities: If there were any probable ground, if there 


were the leaſt foundation for impeaching any mi- 
niſter or miniſters, I am fully convinced it would 
be impoſſible to withſtand or evade ſuch an im- 
peachment; at leaſt I am ſure I now ſpeak in an 
v aſſembly where, were I guilty, I could not expect 
to be acquitted, but while I am innocent, I may, 
© and-I do depend upon it, that T never ſhall be 


**rondemned ; for this reaſon I ſay, I wiſh that gen- 


* tlemen 
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* tlemen would begin; but while they talk on! of 
* impeachments, without proceeding any farther,: 
* what they ſay muſt be PII but as meer 
* words to amuſe the galleries, and embelliſh their 
« fpeeches* e tum ther 


Thomas Myndbum, Eſq; In my opinion, Sir, . I., 
* moſt gentlemen, and particularly the honourable ſpecct. 
* gentleman who ſpoke laſt, have wandered very 
much from the queſtion in debate: The only 
* queſtion now before ns is, Whether or no we ſhall 
go into a committee upon the bill which has been 
now read a ſecond time to the houſe? If the bill 
* be a neceſſary or a reaſonable bill, we certainly 
* ought to go into a committee upon it; and if it be 
neither reaſonable nor neceſſary, it is as certain we 
* ought not to proceed any farther. _ © H* 
As to its being a reaſonable bill, it has been ob- 
* jected, that it would be injurious to the crown, to | 
* exclude all the ſervants of the crown from ſeats in 
Parliament; but to this a full anſwer has already 
been made, that there is no deſign to exclude. all 
the ſervants of the crown; the only de ſign is to 
* exclude thoſe ſervants of the crown, whole duty 
| demands their attendance elſewhere, or who, by 
the places they enjoy, may reaſanably be ſuppoſed 
to be under a ſervile dependence upon the mini- 
* ſters of ſtate: Where then is the injury done to the 
drown, ſince his Majeſty may ſtill have moſt of 
| his principal ſervants in this houſe, and is ſtill at 
* liberty to employ whomſoever he thinks proper, 
| either in a military or a civil capacity? + 
It has been farther ſaid, that this bill would be 
an injuſtice done to the people, becauſe it would 
© limit them in their choice, and preclude them from 


{ | 
N 
: chuſing thoſe whom they perhaps thought maſt | 
1 


proper for repreſenting them in Parliament; but, 

uin my opinion, Sir, it is doing a favour to thę peo- 

© ple, to preclude them from putting a truſt in thoſe | 
Vor. XI. Mm * who | 
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£ whoaga abhnkrmzbicedtobetray that truſt, 
*nbguloadh ——ůů— and bur- 
dens, whichaflwickeliand daſigning miniſter may 
<. quopelitt d Sni aa beta real favour to the 
<.papls;andrafavorvwhih they will ſoon become 

Teufel eG ID ng, a has aid, that when 
enttdtnanaccapts of xmeiv vffice,he is ſent back 
% thipzopmtry!: tries nedhoſeng and it is ikewide 
<itrepthaduch gentifimen are dſten rechoſtnʒ but 
<#@motwekyow;that ſhch genthemeti go back to 
tbr dougtryoiith a double zxredit : Such a man 
Ties botodby the ntæreſt her former j drad: but he is 
ah dt Into an- bffnng he iat loqked as the fa- 
S yadrate of the miniſtet zuiſomt he ꝓremiſes to pro- 
Arvid e inpladet, others ybento ſave! from pains and 
dchedalties and thus hy tha plaarsthergets for ſome, 
build thetfearwhe:veltevesothers from, di purchaſcs 
d hip bordngh for life if bis aft bu ſa: Is unt this 


art: 66 corrupfienp ↄanũ -ought-matiwme} S to 


eipiuride aemecxagainſt thus ſort uf corruption, as 
* wellzsthatwhicknppropttly calledibriber p? 
uu. wil Sir, as theEmeceſctheretia for ſome 
« Auclil bill, as windb©3sinowiqirounſed the uaſerof un 
£rinameda blegemtieniangrwhoddad irtueenough to 
Wuilchſtand asche hema b{iaxoudty amd: the caſe: of 
St endura aun ben⁰ eich ho- 
Tawurimthshoaſe;diaverbeemragde dhe of to fie 
T1thav2 here. asche nedaſſit y: ur fur bil; butlare 
aer warts 40 be maile nſe fla anargu- 
Yo hent;,manaffan heredumdtenight be brought 
*:yplbwtheodther ſide of the 1002; The:mftances 
shoftthelotberſidnare indeed kept uch um ſecret, 
ast lum eafy to diner cthe motivęscbſ mans ac- 
ad nt I An con inced, therd ĩd ng gemleman 
Alm alis toute ue doubts; but hat fart ſuch in- 
Suſtüngravhavrichappenedz and the::caſeof hA,MC“- 
eit noche gahtleman, which is now: melle pub lib, is 
AY winyi toaf uf the :tanger of hei a gueadt 


-waumber of gentlemen in this houſe, who have pro- 


« fitable 
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„fitable employmerts depending dntireiꝝ ute 
pleaſure of<the'!crown;vanth eaplequently; upon 
(the pltafure gf tvfaVburite miniſter. d z 

vet It is certains Sir, tht cixonmtances bf this coun 
try, ane muab acer d from Nhat they were r- 


merlytiie orcbemhad ſo few / plates of em̃pldymeiits 
to. give, that if thoſe hu were in poſſaſſion of 


them; had:all been in Parliament, they could not 
have endangered our conſtitution z but Hqꝗ)Mu the 
ſervants of the ' crown have multiplied ſocmuch, 
drhat by new taxes) and by ſoliciting aß offices; 
that the moſt fatal conſtquence ĩs tu be feared from! 
athein; eſpecialby now that a ſeat in Parhiament 
begins to 22 — to quabby a 
man for n paſtor employment: Ina qitile time 
this houſt qna y be filled with the ſervants! of the 
*>trown;; tho by our conſtitution, we onglt klizto 
debe the aſervants of dur county: We are αν t 
d tall of what is the caſe at preſtnt 0 d6 thagen- 
*tJemen who have now the hencur to be members 
: of this — | — 7 49a _— 2 
they may ups be in ent c Gown, 
they mayract with abſolaterfreeadom in Mis houle 3 
dybut it is certain, that he muſt have mote than gain 
mon virtue; ho will forfeit a lucrati ver poſt / or 
* employment; rather than ſubmit ſometimzs to the 
y ditections r 4 pri iniſter, even as to his wa 
of voting in this houfey anil therefore, it is certain, 
that unleſi ſome ſuch bill as chis be paſſed, the ma. 
*|zority of this heuſe may come to be cmpoſed of 
ſervantschf thearown, whochave not ſe muh vir- 
tue as they u) are no members:of this Hduiſe 
*.houfe!: 1 hope it will be agreed, that id would then 
e be: too late to thin o any fach bill ᷣs the pneſent; 
for God's:fake then, Sir, let us provide fur ie ſafe- 
ty of our-countty while it is in bur power; If we 
4 do not do it now, We! may: ſoon be in in 
ruin without) any hopes bt lnedergptionyfor the 
aH 21059 e114 1s nambliny bo 70d an- 
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preventing of which, I think this bill abſolutely 
* -neceſlary, and therefore I am moſt heartily for 
* the queſtion,” 


After him Thomas C Intterbuck, Eſq; ſpoke againſt 
the commitment, and then the queſtion was put, 
and carried in the negative 230 againſt 191. 


On the 19th of February, the bill to amend and 
render more effectual an act made in the ninth year 
of the reign of her late Majeſty Queen Anne, inti- 
tled, An Ad for ſecuring the freedom of Farliaments, 
by the farther qualifying the members to ſit in the houſe 
of Commons, was read a ſecond time: and a motion 
was made for its being committed ; upon which, after 
ſome debate, the caption was put, and palled in the 
negative; ſo that the ſaid bill was drop'd, as it had 
likewiſe been in the preceding ſeſſion. | 


The remaining tranſactions of this ſeſſion will be 
continued in the following volume. 


The End of the EI EvrxrRH Vor vur. 


